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Let's bow for a word of prayer.

Heavenly Father, we come to you this evening and, God, ever so thankful for this 
beautiful day that you've given us, Lord. You've given us sunshine, you've given us rain, 
Lord, you know exactly what we need. Lord God, may this lesson be implanted, imprinted
upon our hearts tonight, Lord, because we need this. We need to have the ability 
regardless of where we go to defend our faith. As Peter tells us that we need to be ready 
always to give a reason for our hope and, Lord, our hope is in Christ. May we be able to 
explain it. May we be able to share it and Lord, go even further and share the Gospel 
because that is the changing power that alters lives for all of eternity. Lord, we ask you 
to open our hearts and open our ears tonight that we may be attentive to this, using the 
Scripture and all the evidence from history, Lord, that we can show the evidence for the 
case for Christ and his glorious, magnificent resurrection. And God, to you be the glory. 
May you use this lesson in us to work in us and through us for your glory. In Jesus' name.
Amen.

What we're going to talk about tonight is the case for the resurrection. It's very simply put
like this and you all know this, alright? I feel like I'm preaching to the choir tonight but I 
have to cover this. The entire hope of our faith hinges on the resurrection. Y'all know 
that. I'm talking everything that we believe hinges on the resurrection and if the 
resurrection is false, if the resurrection is a hoax, if it never truly really happened, then 
everything that you believe in is in vain and the Apostle Paul even taught us that. He 
teaches us that in the Scripture.

So what we're going to do tonight is we're going to go over the five minimal facts, the 
five basic fundamental facts of the resurrection. Now this is a rational belief based on 
historical facts. Historical facts. We have one man crucified, we have over 500 witnesses,
one brother changed, one persecutor changed, and we have one empty tomb. These are 
the five facts that we're going to discuss tonight. Now when you put all of these five facts
together, it proves the resurrection logically using human reasoning, but a single one of 
these facts doesn't prove the resurrection. In other words, one of these facts cannot stand 
alone. They've got to be all put together and we have all five proofs of these facts not 
only through and by the Scripture but through and by secular evidence and secular history
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in accounts that we have down through time that have been recorded, and the facts are 
rational, they're historical, they're logical, and it gives a sensible explanation that Jesus 
did rise from the dead. He actually died and he rose from the dead. 

Now that defeats every imaginative thought of human logic because no one has ever seen
that before. No one has ever witnessed that before here in this day. I know we read 
reports of all of these bestselling books about the little boy that dies and goes to heaven 
and comes back and describes everything and, folks, I'm not down with that and I hope 
you're not either, okay? I hope you're not either. Now we do have people that code out at 
the hospital, their heart actually stops beating and then they're brought back. What is that?
It wasn't their time, that's what that was. They did not rise from the dead, it just wasn't 
their time, alright? But we're going to see here tonight putting these facts together how it 
was his appointed time. Do you remember what I told you last week? Satan himself could
not have stopped the crucifixion. It was foreordained from God in eternity and that's why 
John the Revelator could writer in the Revelation 13:8, that Jesus Christ is the Lamb of 
God slain from the foundation of the world because God had already purposed 
everything. He had already purposed the crucifixion. He had already purposed the burial. 
As a matter of fact, everything that detailed the life of Christ was prophesied 1,000 to 710
years, in that time span, before Jesus even died. And do you know what prophesy is? I've 
said this when we were covering Romans 8:28-30. Do you know what Bible prophesy is?
It's nothing more than the declaration, the portion of the declaration of God's 
predestinated plan. God's just letting us know what he's already declared and it will come 
to pass.

So the first minimal fact of the resurrection, fact #1 is that Jesus died by crucifixion. Now
you've got to prove this before you can prove the resurrection. You've got to prove that 
Jesus Christ actually died by crucifixion. Jesus died by crucifixion and logically we 
would think naturally that if a man died, then a man would have to have actually lived, 
right? Would have actually had to exist. There is not one single cult, there's not one 
single false religion in this world that denies the existence of Jesus Christ. The Muslims 
say that he was a prophet, he was a good man, he was a teacher from God. All of the 
organizations, all of the religions, they acknowledge the existence of Jesus Christ. So 
logically if a man dies, he would have had to have actually existed, but the only evidence 
that people make, come back and tell us, "All you've got's the Bible. You're basing your 
sole proof off of the Bible." Number 1, it's these people that we're witnessing to out there 
in the evangelistic world when we go out and we do apologetics and we do evangelism, 
they don't believe in the Bible. You're going to use a source document that they don't 
even believe in and they're going to come back and tell you that the only proof that you 
have for the existence of Jesus Christ ever living is the Bible.

Yeah, the Bible does contain an accurate historical account of the birth, the life and the 
death of Jesus Christ, but there are countless other sources that record proof of his life 
and his death by crucifixion. Accurate historical records and accounts that cannot be 
explained away or ignored. You've got to deal with these. Even if you try to deny the 
existence of Jesus, you can deny the Bible all you want but you can't deny the countless 
other secular sources out there that validate the existence of Jesus Christ.
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There are several non-Christian sources that account for the existence of Jesus and his 
death by crucifixion. I want you to notice the dates of these writings. These are the dates 
of the writings, alright? These men wrote between these times. Tacitus, he was a senator, 
a Roman senator and a historian. He started writing historical records in 64 AD. That was
32 years after the crucifixion he started putting it on record.

Mara bar Serapion, he was a Syrian philosopher. He started his writings in 73 AD. That's 
41 years after the crucifixion he started putting it on paper talking about the existence of a
man named Jesus.

We have the Jewish historian Josephus. In his "Antiquities, Jewish Antiquities" that he 
wrote from AD 93 to AD 94, he talked of a man named Jesus and it's recorded in book 
18, chapter 3, section 3. Josephus writes, "At this time," the time of Pilate, "there was a 
wise man who was called Jesus. His conduct was good and he was known to be virtuous 
and many people from among the Jews and other nations became his disciples. Pilate 
condemned him to be crucified and to die, but those who had become his disciples did 
not abandon his discipleship. They reported that he had appeared to them three days after 
the crucifixion." Folks, this is written by a person who is not even a Christian. He goes on
to say, "They reported that he appeared to them three days after his crucifixion and that 
he was alive. Accordingly, he was perhaps the Messiah concerning whom the prophets 
have recounted wonders." Flavius Josephus, AD 93. The man wasn't even a Christian and
he validated the existence, the crucifixion, and the possible resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Then we have Pliny, the Younger. He was a Roman governor of Bithynia. He wrote in 
his letters in 112 AD. He spoke of a man named Jesus, a prophet from Galilee who lived 
and was crucified.

Lucian, AD 165. Now we're getting on, this is 100 years beyond the crucifixion and 
people are still writing about the man named Jesus. 

This proves his existence. You don't even need the Bible to prove the existence of Jesus. 
I've got 10 other sources on here that I could go over for you, 10 other secular sources. So
in order to prove that a man actually died, we'd have to prove that he actually lived and 
he did live. These countless non-Christian sources along with many other countless other 
ones, they validate the existence of Jesus and death by crucifixion, but none of these 
sources take away from what the Bible says about Jesus, they only prove the Bible's 
accuracy, in fact, showing us the truth about our first fact and our first fact is clear, Jesus 
died by crucifixion. All of these countless secular sources that recorded it mention about 
this man named Jesus. They never called him the Son of God, they never called him the 
Messiah. Josephus said he was reported to be the Messiah, alright? But they don't take 
away anything from what the Bible says that only lends weight to the word of God, that 
he existed, he lived, he was virtuous. Was he virtuous? You'd better believe it. Was he a 
good man? You'd better believe he was a good man. He was holy, harmless, undefiled 
and separate from sinners and made higher than the heavens. He did exist and he did die 
by crucifixion. Fact #1.
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Fact #2. The second minimal fact: his disciples believed that he rose from the dead and 
that he appeared to them. You say, "Brother Doug, that's one of the facts, what's reported 
in here in the Bible? Well, let's use some reasoning here. So what? They just all got 
together, right, to make up a story about Jesus and then spread it around hoping 
everybody would believe them." Really? You think that's what they did when they were 
in fear for their lives when Jesus was crucified? Why would his disciples who were in 
fear for their lives after the crucifixion be willing to die for a rumor? Is there anybody in 
here tonight that would die for a lie? 

If you're saying that they would be willing to coerce this story and all get together, they're
going to die for a lie because after the cross, continuing on for many many years, this is 
what was happening to the followers of Jesus, they were persecuted by the Jews with the 
threat of imprisonment. That's proven by Saul of Tarsus and what he did to the 
Christians. They were persecuted by the Romans for treason against Caesar, the 
punishment was death. That's proven by the Roman writings with Nero Caesar. Now he 
burnt Christians at the stake. As a matter of fact, Nero Caesar in about 63-64 AD, he had 
a building project in mind. You've learned about this already and don't even realize what 
you've learned about. Nero Caesar had a building project in mind, he wanted to build 
some temples and some statues, so he went down to the slums of Rome, the Projects, 
what we call the Projects, and what did he do? He had his soldiers and his men set that 
area on fire. He was going to clear it out. Then who did he blame? He blamed the 
Christians. He blamed the Christians for starting the fire. We've already seen some of that
when we studied the life of Paul and we were going through the movie. That's exactly 
what's recorded in secular history, the persecution. Why would those people be willing to
die for a lie?

Persecution by the Romans for treason against Caesar. The punishment was death. There 
was constant threat of beatings and even stoning as we see with Stephen recorded in 
Jewish history. But let me remind you of Saul of Tarsus. Saul of Tarsus, he was a Jewish 
Pharisee with Roman citizenship, a man of great power and influence, and he hated 
Christians. He persecuted the early followers of Jesus with a passion. Then Saul was 
changed. Jesus was not only witnessed alive by his disciples but the Bible tells us that as 
many as 500 at one time saw him and believed . Why would 500 people get together and 
come up with this story that, "We saw the risen Christ," if it was a lie knowing that they 
were threatened with imprisonment and possible death for following after a man who 
really didn't exist, who really wasn't crucified, who really didn't raise from the dead? You
don't die for a lie. You will not die for a lie.

What about your sources? "All you have is the Bible, Brother Doug, go prove this." 
We've already gone over a bunch of these sources already. These all can be proven 
through historical evidence. We have the eyewitness accounts that have been validated 
through historical and forensic screening. All four Gospels have been vetted through 
forensic screening. Did y'all realize that? There are historical accounts of the persecution 
and the sufferings of the early church all recorded in secular history. Folks, you can't 
explain this stuff away. You can't ignore it. You've got to deal with it. We have the 
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Jewish and the Roman historical records that validate these accounts, that there were 
people being persecuted and they were being condemned to death. Why? Because they 
believed that Jesus rose from the dead. You don't die for a lie. 

There are the writings of Clement of Rome. We have Irenaeus, the Bishop of Leon. We 
have Polycarp. Does anybody know who Polycarp was? Yeah, he was John's disciple, 
John, the disciple whom Jesus loved. Polycarp was his disciple, Irenaeus was Polycarp's 
disciple and they wrote about these things. Do you know what things I'm talking about? 
I'm talking about persecution, that's what I'm talking about, to prove to you logically and 
rationally that you will not die for a lie. And we have Ignatius, Tertullian, and Origen, all 
of these are non-biblical sources that we have that people suffered for the cause of Christ.
You will not die for a lie. You will not die for a rumor. It must be true. You must believe 
it with all of your heart.

Fact #1: Jesus died by crucifixion. Fact #2: proven logically, rationally through historical 
evidence that Jesus' disciples believed he rose from the dead and he appeared to them. 
Minimal fact #3. Now we're getting personal, we're getting into the family writings. 
Jesus' half-brother, James, he witnessed it. James was a skeptic. Do you realize that 
James did not believe until after the resurrection? None of Jesus' brothers and sisters 
believed that he was the Messiah until after the resurrection. So we have a family 
member here, a half-brother of Jesus, the son of Mary, his younger brother. He was a 
skeptic. James witnessed him. James believed and James was changed.

"Now, Brother Doug, you can't use James now. He's family. Of course family's gonna 
stick together." But James didn't believe until after he saw the risen Christ. James didn't 
believe until after the resurrection. James was a skeptic. He did not believe that his elder 
brother was the Messiah. He did not even go with his mother to the crucifixion. How 
many of y'all missed that? James was the very first author to pen a book of the New 
Testament. James is the oldest book in the New Testament. The first one ever penned. 
You say, "Well, how do you know that, Brother Doug?" Well, James was killed in 62 AD
so he had to have written it before 62 AD. None of the others were written prior to 62 
AD. There you go, that's how you prove James is the oldest book in the New Testament. 
The first one ever written. Just like Job is the first one written in the Old Testament. 
Moses didn't write Genesis first, somebody, possibly Moses, went ahead and wrote Job. 

But James is a skeptic. He doesn't believe these things. He didn't even go up with his own
mother to the crucifixion but yet he witnessed Jesus after the Romans crucified him so 
that means he had to witness him alive. He witnessed the risen Lord. He believed that 
Jesus rose from the dead and he was changed. It changed his life. Now he believed his 
brother was exactly who he said he was, the great I Am. Do you know what? He wasn't 
just James's elder brother. Well, glory, he's my elder brother too and he is the great I Am. 

He was changed. Have you been changed? Do you believe this? James wasn't convinced 
by all the evidence, James was convinced with the power of God. Amen? He became a 
leader of the early church of Jerusalem. Now why would you start a religion with the 
threat of being killed? There are no tv evangelists on the air today that are threatened with
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death for the message that they're preaching. As a matter of fact, the message that they're 
preaching makes them popular and wealthy but the message that James was preaching at 
the church of Jerusalem, it did not make him famous, it did not make him popular, it did 
not make him wealthy, but he was threatened constantly with death. Why would you do 
something like that for a lie? He was martyred for what he believed in. He died because 
he believed that Jesus was the Messiah and that Jesus rose from the dead.

"Brother Doug, all you've got is the Bible for the sources of James. How am I expected to
believe that?" Oh, look at all these other ones. There are historical writings of Josephus. 
As a matter of fact, did you know in the "Antiquities" it even talked about Herod killing 
James, the half-brother of the one called Jesus? Oh, it's recorded. You don't need the 
Bible to prove the existence of James and he died for the cause of Christ. We have 
secular writings that prove that. We have Jewish and Roman historical records that record
his death, James's death, the Lord's half-brother. 

Hegesippus. I don't know, I don't know why they couldn't just stick with good names like 
James, John, Mark and Luke, stuff like that. But there are the written writings of this 
man. Now we have Clement of Alexandria, we have Origen, all recording James. 

So let's put these three together. We've got three facts so far we've talked about. Jesus 
died by crucifixion, it means he would have had to actually exist in order to die, right? 
We have his disciples believed that he rose from the dead. They were changed. He 
appeared to them. Did you know every single one of his disciples died a martyr's death 
except for one? Now that's from church history, it records that. I've got some other views 
on the subject, I'll leave that for a later debate, a later lesson, a later discussion, alright? 
But church history says that John died of natural causes at Ephesus, the man who wrote 
the book of Revelation. Everyone else died a martyr's death. Then we have the Lord's 
half-brother, the skeptic James. He witnessed, believed and he was changed and he also 
died a martyr's death. Do you see the case we're building here? Why would these two 
guys do this for a lie?

Now let's move on. Minimal fact #4: Saul of Tarsus. Do you remember Saul of Tarsus? 
We talked about him already, the persecutor of the early church. As a matter of fact, 
we're doing a study on him now, learning about the things that went on in his life, the 
persecutor and hater of the church. He witnessed him. "He witnessed Jesus?" You'd better
believe he did. You'd better believe he witnessed Jesus on the road to Damascus. He went
to Damascus to kill Christians, halfway there, he got stopped by the man in the middle, 
the great I Am. He witnessed him and he arose a changed man. A changed man. He 
believed and he was changed. The persecutor now converted to Christianity. A persecutor
now converted to Christianity. Why? Somebody who killed Christians? "Wait a minute, 
you mean the guy that went around arresting Christians is now a Christian?" That doesn't 
make any sense if it's a lie, does it? Logically, rationally it doesn't make any sense if it's a 
lie. How did that happen? What changed his mind about Christianity?

This occurred while Paul was on his way to Damascus to arrest Christians, what appeared
to him, that bright and shining light. It spoke to him out of the heavens and said, "Saul, 
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Saul, why persecutest thou me?" He was persecuting the least of these. Brother John 
talked about that this morning in Sunday School. He said, "When you've done it to the 
least of these, you've done it unto me." Saul was changed. The risen Christ appeared to 
Saul. He believed. Folks, you don't believe, you don't get up a changed man because of a 
lie. No, sir.

After seeing the risen Jesus, Saul would later change his name to Paul and become a 
follower of Christ. He even went on to write 13 books of our New Testament. You've got 
27 books in your New Testament, did you know 13 of them were written by Paul? But 
Luke still out-wrote Paul, still as far as words, the content of words. Luke still wrote 
more than Paul wrote. 

The change in this man is supported by historical evidence that lends even further weight 
to the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Now Paul instead of persecuting the church became a 
follower of Jesus all because he witnessed the risen Christ and was changed. You 
probably want proof, right? You say, "Brother Doug, all you've got is the Bible." Well, 
I've got to use the Bible for the eyewitness reports of Paul himself, you're right about that.
Then we have the historical account of Luke, the Greek physician. I've got to use the 
Bible for that as well too, okay? But then I've got the writings of Clement of Rome, I've 
got Polycarp and Tertullian, I've got Dionysius of Corinth, not to mention I've got the 
historical evidence in secular history of Paul going around establishing all of the early 
New Testament churches. That's in secular history. 

Why would a man who went from being a Jewish Pharisee with Roman citizenship, why 
would a man go from that status and persecuting Christians to going around establishing 
churches that followed and preached the name of Jesus if he didn't believe the factual 
evidence of the resurrection? And the only way Paul believed is that risen Lord appeared 
to Paul.

Wow, these facts have really gotten me to thinking. Has it gotten you to thinking? You 
say, "Brother Doug, I already believe." Let me ask you this: the Bible says that demons in
hell believe and they fear and they tremble, let me ask you, has your belief changed your 
life? Has it? 

There are five facts. These first four: Jesus died by crucifixion; Jesus' disciples believed 
he rose from the dead and appeared to them; #3, Jesus' half-brother and skeptic 
witnessed, believed and was changed; fact #4, Paul, a Pharisee and persecutor of 
Christians witnessed, believed and was changed. Fact #5: the tomb of Jesus was empty. 
We all believe that tonight, the tomb of Jesus was empty. "Brother Doug, come on now, 
you're stretching this out far. I know you ain't got no secular proof of that, logic, 
reasoning. But I always heard that maybe his disciples stole the body. Maybe they just 
come in by night and stole the body." Really? You think that's possible when Pilate 
himself put a sentry guard on the tomb and he sealed it with his own signet ring seal? Do 
you know what it means if you break that? Death. Death. There wasn't any Roman, there 
wasn't any Jew, wasn't any Greek, wasn't any Syrian, there wasn't anybody getting in 
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there. The only person that could have broken that was Pilate or Caesar himself or 
somebody higher than that.

Alright, we're getting somewhere. We're getting somewhere. Come on, now. This is #5. 
We're almost done. Well, glory. There you go, Sister Margaret, get into it, girl! Come on!
Alright!

Look here, there are some logical deductions that show to prove that the tomb of Jesus 
was empty; that his disciples did not steal the body, couldn't have stolen the body. 
Number 1, they're in fear for their life. Why? They're scared to death and they themselves
are going to be killed. Who was the first – rabbit trail. You knew you were going to get 
one. I can't stick to these slides. This just isn't me, alright? Who was the first disciple that 
Jesus ever chose? Peter. Simon Peter and his brother Andrew, the first two. Who was 
made the leader of the disciples? Peter. Who was the one that denied him three times and 
then cursed God? Peter. So what was Peter doing while Jesus was in the tomb? He'd 
already denied him three times, Tommy. He had already cursed God. Do you think Peter 
was putting together a plot to steal Jesus' body, the head of the disciples? There was only 
one that went there that day and there stood by the cross, his mother Mary. Mary 
Magdalene and Mary, the wife of Cleophas, Mary's sister, and the disciple whom Jesus 
loved. Where were all the rest of them at? "Brother Doug, they were putting together a 
plan to steal the body." Are you crazy? Are you crazy to think that? They were scared 
totally to death because they thought they were next.

The crucifixion was a public event. Everybody saw it. Everybody in Jerusalem saw that 
that day and isn't it amazing because Zechariah the prophet says that when he comes 
back, they will look upon him whom they have pierced and they will mourn for him like 
one mourns for an elder son. They're going to see what they've done when he comes 
back, amen? They will look upon him whom they have pierced. It was a public event. 

Logical deductions show that the tomb was empty. "What kind of logical deductions, 
Brother Doug?" These right here. His death was verified by the government. Do you 
realize that? Pilate actually wanted to make sure. What was the procedure to make sure 
that the people on the cross by death of crucifixion, an Assyrian practice that the Romans 
picked up, what was the final process to make sure that they were dead? Broke their legs. 
Why did they break their legs? Somebody said it, so they couldn't breathe. That's how 
you died by crucifixion and we can go in deeper with this but it's not part of it, because 
what happens when you can't breathe and you're hanging there? Your lungs begin to fill 
up with, what? Fluid. You go into what's called, we talked about it, Stephanie, the other 
day, what is that, CHF? Congestive heart failure. Your lungs fill up with fluid. Your heart
literally gives out. They broke the legs of the two thieves to expedite that. When the 
Roman soldier came forth to Jesus to break his legs, he was already dead. There was no 
need, Tommy, to break his legs and, my goodness, his mother is standing right there 
anyway.

Well, we still have to verify his death was verified by the government. We still have to 
verify. Let's see if this CHF thing really works, this congestive heart failure. The Roman 
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soldier took his spear and pierced his side, punctured his lung. What came forth? He was 
dead. He didn't go asleep. He didn't pass out. He gave up the Ghost. He said, "Father, into
thy hands I commend my spirit." His death was recorded and verified by the Roman 
government.

We have a man, somebody help me, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus who actually 
had to go before the Roman Governor of Judea, Pilate, to get permission to bury the body
of Jesus. He was buried in the borrowed tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. He was buried in a
rich man's tomb of the fulfillment of prophesy. He wasn't buried with the wicked. He 
wasn't buried with the scoundrels. He was buried in a rich man's tomb.

Logical deduction shows that the tomb of Jesus was empty. Why? Who was the first one 
he appeared to? A woman. In that day, oh my goodness, if you really want to prove 
something, hey, come on, give the evidence to a man, alright? Because back then women 
didn't even have any rights back then, but the first one he appeared to was a woman, 
Mary Magdalene? She was the first one to discover the tomb empty. Logical deductions 
show that the tomb of Jesus was empty. Why? Because the tomb was reported empty by 
the enemies of Jesus also recorded in secular history.

You say, "What do you mean, Brother Doug, the enemies of Jesus?" The guards that 
were put there, did you know they came back and they said, "Do you know what? The 
tomb is empty. He's gone." "Well, where did he go? Where did he go? You fell asleep, 
didn't you? A bunch of drunks. Y'all got drunk and fell asleep and the disciples came and 
stole the body." "No, you don't understand. That ain't how it happened." The tomb was 
reported empty by the enemies.

Not only that, those guards were paid to lie. They were paid to change their story. The 
Jews and the Romans went out on a city wide search for the body. "All we've got to do is 
find the body. There's no way this guy could've rose from the dead! All we've got to do is
find the body." City wide manhunt for the body. Now if this were just a hoax or a rumor 
about the resurrection all the Romans would have had to do was just produce a body. 
That would've ended the story right there, wouldn't it? "Just produce a body, any body. 
Let's just get a mutilated body." My goodness, his own mother couldn't recognize him, 
his own aunt couldn't recognize him. He was beaten with 40 lashes from the cat o'nine 
tails. He didn't even look like a human being hanging on there. They stripped him bear of 
all of his raiment. "No, let's just produce a body. Make sure it's go the nail scars and, hey,
just to be on the safe side, he can't have his legs broke but we can take a spear, 
postmortem, a pierce his side. All we've got to do is produce a body." 

They couldn't even do that. That would've stopped Christianity right there. Do you know 
that? That would've stopped Christianity right there. But God wasn't having that, was he? 
Boy, do you see sovereignty at work here too in this? God orchestrated every bit of this. 
God wouldn't let them produce a body. All the Romans would've had to do was show a 
body, any body. Just a dead one that matched the description of what occurred at that 
public crucifixion: no broken legs, a pierced side with nail scars, maybe put a few thorn 
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scars on his brow, maybe throw that purple raiment back on him. God wouldn't even let 
that happen. They couldn't even do that. 

They couldn't even produce a body and do you know why they couldn't? Do you know 
why they couldn't? Let's put all these facts together. Jesus died by crucifixion. His 
disciples believed he rose from the dead and he appeared to them. Jesus' half-brother and 
skeptic, James, witnessed and he believed and was changed. 4. Paul, a Pharisee, a 
persecutor of Christians, he witnessed, he believed, he was changed. Fact #5: the tomb 
was empty. Using all of this logic, using all of this rational and critical thinking, putting it
together, do you know what that comes up to? Right here: he is risen. You put all five of 
them together, you've got to be an absolute moron to still deny the resurrection. He's 
alive. He's risen.

Now for the most important part of this presentation. Only one slide left. Only one slide 
left and this is the most important part of this presentation. Okay, logic and reason shows 
that he did rise from the dead. How does that affect me? How does that affect you? If you
put all five of these facts together – listen to me – and you're convinced in your finite, 
feeble mind that Jesus Christ did raise from the dead, how does that affect you? I'm going
to tell you how it affects you: it means he was the Son of God. It means that everything in
this Bible is true from the fall to the six days Genesis account of creation, because he 
verified that in the Gospels. It means his sinless holy life of perfection is true. It means he
did die, he did raise again. It means he paid my debt. He was my substitute. He 
reconciled sinners unto himself. He made me right with the Father through and by his 
perfect life. It means all that is true. Everything that we doubted our whole life, 
everything that we've criticized, everything that we have ridiculed, all hinges on the fact 
that Jesus rose from the dead and when you put these five facts together, how does that 
affect you? That affects you in this manner: that means he is Lord, he is King, and unless 
you submit to his sovereign authority, he will be your Judge. That's how it affects you.

That's some pretty serious stuff right there. It means everything he said was true. That 
means everything he said – listen – who said these words, "In six days God created the 
heaven and the earth and he made man and woman, and what God hath joined together, 
let no man put asunder"? Who said those words? Jesus. He validated creation. Six days. 
He validated the sanctity of marriage between a man and a woman. 

What about these words, who said these, "As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be in 
the coming of the Son of Man. They were eating and drinking and marrying and giving in
marriage and knew not until the flood came and took them all away. So shall it be also in 
the coming of the Son of Man." Who said those words? Jesus. What did he validate 
there? The literal historical account of God's judgment in the flood of Noah and 
destroying all of humanity save those that were in the ark.

What about this, "Remember Lot's wife. Woe unto you Capernaum, woe unto you 
Bethsaida, for it shall be more tolerable in the day of judgment for Sodom and Gomorrah 
than it will be for you." Who said those words? Jesus. So he validated the historical 
account of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.
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Do you see how important the fact of the resurrection is? Because if the resurrection is 
true, then everything Jesus said is true and he validated the entire Old Testament 
beginning at Moses and all the prophets. He expounded unto them the things concerning 
himself in the Scripture. The resurrection alone validates our Bible. The validation by the 
resurrection alone validates salvation by grace through faith in the person of Christ alone,
for the glory of God alone. That's how it affects you.

Jesus also spoke these words, he said, "The Father judgeth no man but he hath reserved 
all judgment unto the Son," and he said, "My judgment is righteous. It is true." That's 
what the resurrection means to you. It means the one that you're denying, the one that 
you're rejecting, the one that you refuse to be obedient to and submit to, he will be your 
Judge. That's what the resurrection means.

The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 5:21, what does it say?

21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him. 

Do you know what the resurrection does on the flipside of the coin? The resurrection 
validates that the substitutionary act of Christ paid the debt. My sin was imputed to 
Christ. He took it out of the way. He paid for it and now by faith his righteousness can be 
imputed unto me and I have the righteousness of God through and by the finished work 
of Christ. That's what the resurrection validates for me. That means all of my hope is in, 
who? Not in myself, but in Christ and Christ alone. That's what the resurrection validates 
for me. That means because he lives, I shall live also. That's what the resurrection 
validates for me. It means all power is given unto me both in heaven and in earth, "Go ye 
therefore," he said, "Go." That's what the resurrection validates for me. The power of 
resurrection through and by Jesus Christ, "Greater is he that is in you." Wait a minute, 
"He that is in me defeated death, hell and the grave and he's in me and greater is he that's 
in me than he that is in the world." That's what the resurrection validates for the believer.

You see, there are two sides to the coin, there's the holiness of God, that's on both sides of
the coin, but on one side you will see grace, love, mercy and truth, and on the other side 
you will see the holiness of God in combination with his justice, his wrath. Until you're 
made to see that, you'll never see the other side of the coin. But that coin is held together 
and all the truths of our Bible are held together, all of these facts are held together, all of 
our assurance is held together, everything that we believe, every element of our faith is 
held together off of those five facts that prove one historical account that Jesus did, in 
fact, raise from the dead and because he's alive, I'm going to live.

Am I afraid of death? Not really, I'm just afraid of how and I'm kind of afraid of when. So
in a sense, yeah, I guess I am a little bit, just a little bit fearful of it. I'm not going to lie to 
you. But do you know what? I long for the day when I can put off this corruptible flesh. I 
long for that day whether it be through death or whether it be through the translation of 
his saints, because I know to be absent from this body is to be present with my Lord, and 
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if I didn't have the resurrection, I'd be of all men most miserable. I wouldn't even have 
that hope. I wouldn't even have the hope of tomorrow. I wouldn't have the hope of 
eternity. I would have no hope at all. 

That is the power of the resurrection and that's how it affects you. Where is your hope? 
Who is it in? Is it in Christ? And has that hope changed your life? 

Let's pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you, Lord, for your grace. We thank you for your mercy. We 
thank you, Lord, for the power of the resurrection that can be found on the pages of these
Scriptures, Lord, but it's never made alive and true unto us until your Spirit breathes life 
into our dead flesh and we're made to know these things, to validate these things through 
and by our faith, Lord God, and as you have said, the just shall live by faith. Not faith, 
Lord, in the sense of what I believe, oh no, but like Paul said, I am persuaded in whom I 
have believed and he is able to keep. Oh, thank you, God, for that promise. He will keep 
us. He will keep us sure. He will keep us steadfast. He will keep us persevering and 
through Christ we shall overcome. All made possible, validated, proven, assurance and 
hope given through and by the resurrection. And Lord, he came once, Jesus in the form 
of a servant, a slave, a lamb, but he's returning as the Sovereign, as the Lord, as the 
Lion. God, may we submit to that authority. May that authority and that power and that 
might change our lives to serve him, to worship him, to praise him, for just who he is, for 
he is worthy. God, to you be the glory. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Anybody learn anything? I hope so. I hope so. You say, "Brother Doug, you've already 
covered this." I had to do this. He'll probably want to see this too, this video, but I had to 
do this. So y'all help me get 20% of my A, if I get an A on this. Alright. But I thank you 
for enduring. This was not done, this had to be done. I had to get this. It was either this or
go pick a strange crowd of people to give it to and you guys are a lot more friendly. 
You're a lot more loving and a lot more patient with me than most people. So I thank you.
I thank you for your attention. I thank you for being here tonight to listen to this and 
hopefully I won't have anymore of these for quite some time. So, once again, thank you.

Folks, I hope you did learn something from this. I hope you did take those five facts and 
put them together. Like I said, if you can, anybody that wants a copy of this, just let me 
know. I will get you a copy. I'll get you a color copy. How do you like them apples? 
Alright, I'll get you a color copy. I'm going to try to get this, the slides actually PDF, 
Adobe, and when this goes on, instead of having a Word document go on, you'll have a 
Word document PDF that looks like the PowerPoint slides. So eventually if I can figure 
out how to take a PowerPoint, turn it into Adobe, which I can do that. I've got the Adobe 
Plus on my computer. I can do that, it's just a matter of I've never done a PowerPoint 
before like that. I always do Word like that, but I'm gonna get 'er done one way or the 
other because this is something every Christian needs to know. 

Every Christian needs to know this. You need to know 2 Corinthians 5:21 first and 
foremost. I have told you all that for the last three years, memorize that verse and be able 

Page 12 of 13



to explain that verse, "For he hath made him who knew no sin to become sin for us, so 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him." Notice you see how I go back 
and forth like that? It helps me to remember. I forced myself to memorize that five or six 
years ago and there are still times I have what's called a memory lapse and I have to go 
like this, it's kind of a little chant for me. But if you can memorize that verse, "For he 
hath made him who knew no sin to become sin for us, so that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him."

?? We should do that in the choir, the whole choir after we sing our three songs. "For he 
hath made him who knew no..." Folks, that's the Gospel in one verse. Now if you can 
take that, once you've memorized it and you've gotten really good at that, now you can 
take that and say, "For he," God the Father, "hath made him," God the Son, "who knew 
no sin," why? Because he was holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners and 
made higher than the heavens. "To be sin for us," he imputed my sin upon Jesus Christ, 
blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that were against us which was contrary to us, 
by taking them out of the way, by nailing them to his cross. Okay, let me start all over 
now. "For he hath made him who knew no sin to become sin for us, so that we," who's 
the "we"? Whosoever shall believe. "So that we might be made," made, the doctrine of 
imputation once again, right back at you. By faith if you believe on him and his finished 
work, "that we might be made the righteousness of," who? Back to the first one, God the 
Father.

You've just explained the Gospel. You've just given man the greatest hope in all of 
eternity and the hope is in Christ.
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