
1 
 

There is an often-told story about Ivan the Great… (the tsar of Russia 

during the Fifteenth Century.)  A brilliant military strategist… he united 

Russia and drove out the Tartars. …  He was however… so consumed with 

his military campaigns… that he had not taken time to marry and produce 

an heir to his throne. … His concerned advisers gained his permission 

search for a suitable wife… and after a careful search… it was agreed that 

Ivan would many the daughter of the King of Greece.  

The King of Greece was delighted… and the marriage was agreed on… but 

with one condition… Ivan must become a member of the Greek Orthodox 

Church. … Ivan indicated he was willing to do so… and a priest was sent to 

Moscow to instruct Ivan in Orthodox doctrine. … Once the instruction was 

completed… Ivan… accompanied by his palace guard… (50O of his most 

skilled soldiers)… made his way to Athens.  

Upon arrival in Athens… Ivan was to be baptized into the Orthodox church. 

His soldiers… always loyal to their leader… asked if they could also be 

baptized. … After a crash course in the Orthodox faith… they too were 

ready for baptism.  

Ivan and his guard would be baptized together… in a mass baptism… to be 

attended by huge crowds… from all over Greece. … As was the custom in 

the Greek orthodox Church,…the baptism would be by immersion.  

Now… just try to imagine the scene: five hundred soldiers and 500 priests 

wading into the Mediterranean for baptism… the soldiers decked out in full 

battle gear… and the priests in their black robes and hats!  

Now however… another problem presented itself. … The church did not 

allow soldiers to be members. … If they were to be baptized into the 
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church… they would need to give up their occupation. … This was 

unacceptable to Ivan and his soldiers… so a compromise was reached.  … 

As the priests baptized each soldier… he would reach for his sword and lift 

it high above his head. … Then he would be baptized… … all of him… 

except for his fighting arm and sword.  

This may sound silly to many of us … but on the other hand many 

evangelical believers are trying to handle their walk of faith in the same 

way. “… Jesus You can have part of me, but not all of me.” … There are 

many who have not yet found a good answer to such questions… as…  “ 

Why can’t I sin just a little bit … “Why can’t I have it both “ways? … Why 

can’t I be a follower of Jesus Christ… and also… direct my own life…? … 

Why can’t I obey God in most things… but disobey Him from time-to-time… 

when something irresistible comes along…?  

A person with such thinking does not want to deny Christ:.. but they have 

their jobs to think about… their friends… having a good time… getting 

ahead. … People like this usually expect to serve the Lord more 

wholeheartedly – EVENTUALLY… but for now… they want to be a “little 

on the wild-side”… or “well-liked” with many friends… or “successful.” 

If you have ever thought that way... or entertained such questions in your 

heart and mind… then I pray that God will keep your focus strong upon 

today’s passage of Scripture that we come to in Genesis chapter 19. 

Especially when we get to the end – you will have answers… and I pray 

motivation… for not giving in to such thinking.   

The 19th chapter of Genesis… is one of the most fascinating in the Word of 

God… and yet it is a grim and fateful story. The world has always had a 
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morbid interest in the account of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Hollywood has seized upon this theme… and made several films… 

because it has all the sex and violence that makes large profits for them.  

When we last looked together in the book of Genesis… we found Abraham 

(moved by the Spirit)… interceding for Lot… who was in the city of Sodom. 

… The two angels that had accompanied the Lord on his visit to Abraham 

have now gone on… to accomplish the destruction of the cities on the 

plain… below the cliff where Abraham and the Lord stood. Abraham and 

the Lord were left alone there… having a solemn discussion – from which 

we learned so much about prayer… last week.  

Now we pick up the story as the two angels come into the city of Sodom 

during the evening hours. … They enter looking like ordinary men… with no 

wings or other identifying features.  

Genesis 19:1-3 

The entrance of the city was the meeting place for city officials and other 

men to discuss current events and transact business. … It was a place of 

authority and status… where a person could see… and be seen as 

someone important. … Evidently Lot held an important position in the 

government (or… in the very least… he associated with those who did.) 

But there sat Lot… resplendent in his official robes… surrounded by filthy-

minded men… accepted by them… because he now spoke their 

language… and disregarded their wickedness.  

Lot had probably attained his status as a prominent member of Sodom’s 

society… because his uncle Abraham had rescued Sodom from King 
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Chedorloamar and his associates… who had defeated them and was in the 

process of taking them home as slaves.  Abraham had rescued them for 

Lot’s sake… and that event would have been very well remembered 

throughout Sodom.  

So there Lot sat… smiling… laughing… agreeing outwardly… while 

inwardly eating out his soul… because of the abominable customs and 

practices he was bound to uphold as one of Sodom's lords.  

Lot became one with the city and its ungodly people. … Lot's life is a 

graphic picture of backsliding… a dangerous threat to us all….  Lot was 

saved… genuinely saved. We know this because Scripture says so: 

 2 Peter 2:7-8 (ESV)  
7  and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual 
conduct of the wicked 8  (for as that righteous man lived among them 
day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless 
deeds that he saw and heard); 

Notice that Peter called Lot "righteous" three times… so that his readers 

could not miss it. … But he also described Lot as "distressed" — literally… 

"worn down" by the filthy lives of the Sodomites — and tormented or 

continually tortured (imperfect tense) in his "righteous soul." 

Obviously righteous does not mean perfect! … We must understand that 

Lot was declared righteous… in a way comparable to that of Noah and 

Abraham. … Scripture affirms that Noah's righteousness had come by 

faith: "By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the 

righteousness that comes by faith" (Hebrews 11:7). And the Scripture says 

of Abraham, "And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+11%3A7
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righteousness" (Genesis 15:6). … Lot was righteous (not because of his 

worthy action)… but because of his faith in the promises God made with 

Abraham.   

So… according to Scripture…  Lot was a believer… but he was a man of 

far less character and commitment… than Noah and Abraham. … Clearly 

Sodom had gotten inside of him.  

We can see the progression of Sodom getting inside of Lot.  Just like 

believers today… it occurs step-by-step… (not all at once.)  When Lot 

returned from Egypt with Abraham… both were very wealthy men.  They 

had so much livestock that they had to separate from each other… in order 

to get along.  Abraham gave Lot first choice.  He took the best-looking 

property… and pitched his tent toward (or nearby to…) Sodom. 

Often a believer will put themselves near sin.  “I’ll just watch a little of this 

rancid TV program… so I won’t feel so left out when my friends all talk 

about it…”  …  “I will entertain lustful thoughts in my mind for a little while… 

but I am not acting out on those thoughts in real life… They’re just 

fantasies…” …  “I will hang around this group of people who do bad 

things… and maybe I can influence them for good…” 

So Lot pitched his tent toward Sodom. He was not in the city yet… but he 

was near it. … He pitched it just outside the city of Sodom… in order to 

take advantage of all the cultural pursuits of the city. … But whenever we 

give sin one inch… it soon demands a mile. 

By the time we get to Chapter 14 of Genesis…  we read that Lot was 

dwelling in Sodom. … When Chedorloamer and his cronies invaded 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+15%3A6
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Sodom… Lot was carried away too… because he had moved right into the 

city. … And eventually Lot took another step.  … Here in Chapter 19… we 

find that he is not just living in the city… now he is a man of great 

prominence… a leader of the town. * …And we will also see that Lot now 

has a house – he is no longer a pilgrim living in a tent. 

However… Lot was a conflicted soul… he was both offended… and 

allured… by Sodom. … He liked the prosperity… the comforts… the 

"culture"… and the prestige. … But he was worn down by the filthy lives of 

lawless men… He was perpetually tortured in his righteous soul… by the 

deeds he saw and heard. (What good is it to have luxuries and wealth - if 

the heart is continually in turmoil?) … … Lot is the perfect description of so 

many believers today. … He is not a caricature… a joke written on the 

pages of antiquity. … Lot is for real!  And he exists everywhere among 

Christianity today. 

Lot was right at home with the sinful and wicked of the earth. … His life is a  

disheartening picture. … It is a picture of warning… a graphic picture that 

warns us of the coming judgment upon all the backsliding believers and the 

wicked of this earth.  The story of Lot… we about to see… does not end 

well. … Lot may have been a saved man… but we will see him loose his 

family… his wealth… his influence… and his testimony. 

 

Henry Morris says this: 

"What a perfect picture Lot exhibits of a modern-day carnal Christian! 
He thinks he has the best of both worlds—the eternal benefit of 
knowing the Lord as Savior, but also all the temporal benefits that 
result from worldly influence and possessions, together with 
acceptance by and fellowship with men of the world. Their gross 
wickedness may vex his soul a bit, and he may not wish to enter into 
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quite all of their activities, but in general he gets along with them just 
fine, and is quite pleased with himself that he does. A day of 
reckoning will come, however."  

 

When the two angels arrive at Sodom… Lot is a gracious host. … He 

shows proper respect to the two guests by bowing in humility… and by 

addressing them as 'my lords'…  He offers hospitality to them by requesting 

that they spend the night at his house… where he can take care of their 

needs.  

But Lot's invitation was greeted very coldly by the guests. … Their 

acceptance of Abraham's courtesies were a marked contrast.  … It is a bit 

strange that the two visitors would rather spend the night in the town 

square… instead of in the house of Lot. … It is not absolutely clear if this is 

a test for Lot… or if this is showing disapproval of Lot. … But Lot prevails in 

his invitation…  and the visitors spend the night at his house. 

Genesis 19:4 

Men wanted to have sex with men… ("Know them" is a euphemism for 

sexual relations). … Men having sex with men… is a perversion of normal 

sex life! … The Bible says homosexuals leave the "natural" way and go 

"against nature" (Romans 1:26,27). … Gay people get upset when you call 

their behavior “unnatural”… “wrong”… or “sin.” …  But that is exactly how 

the Bible treats it.  God calls homosexuality an "abomination" (in Leviticus 

18:22).  A few verses later (Leviticus 20:13) God declares that it is 

punishable by death. 

In the New Testament the treatment is no less harsh. Homosexuality is 

clearly not one of the practices that Christian liberty or the age of grace 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+1%3A26-27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lev+18%3A22
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lev+18%3A22
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made more acceptable. For Paul it represents the epitome of depraved 

conduct (Rom. 1:24-32). His inclusion of homosexuals in the list of the 

unrighteous who will not inherit the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:9)… as well 

as in the list of those for whom the law serves a necessary and continuing 

function (1 Tim. 1:10)… shows us that his disapproval cannot in any way 

be viewed as limited to his particular time… culture… or situation. 

But here in Genesis 19… the wicked men of Sodom announced it publicly 

and unashamedly. … When Isaiah condemned the Israelites for their 

shamelessness about sin… he said… "They declare their sin as Sodom, 

they hide it not" (Isaiah 3:9). They are like those of whom Paul said… (they) 

"Glory... in their shame" (Philippians 3:19). … In our day we see this 

unashamedness illustrated in the gay-pride marches in large cities exalting 

their abhorrent lifestyle. 

Please don't say that we have a primitive view of God in Genesis… and 

that we have a better one today. … And don't argue along the lines of: 

“Well… after all… Jesus received sinners.” … He sure did… but whenever 

He received them - He changed them. … The harlot who came to Him was 

no longer in that business. … When she came to God… she changed. The 

same thing happens to other sinners. … A publican (tax-collector… known 

as a cheater)… came to Him… and he left his valuable seat of customs. … 

He gave up that which was crooked when he came to the Lord. … If you 

have come to Christ… you will be changed.  

Some people may want to think that we are living in a new day… and that I 

need to wake up. … But I say… we might be far removed in terms of 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+1%3A24-32
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+6%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+1%3A10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+3%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+3%3A19
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years… but our day just happens to be Sodom and Gomorrah all over 

again.  And God’s Word remains the same. 

Genesis 19:5-8 

Lot… like many people in our churches today… tried to placate the 

homosexuals… He calls them “brothers” in verse 7!  He tried to placate evil 

in order to prevent evil.  … But that NEVER works. 

It was a brave thing to do… (to put himself between the mob and his 

guests.) … But imagine a believer—a friend of Abraham the friend of 

God… (a man who had confessed Abraham's faith) — imagine such a man 

calling the scum of Sodom "brethren"! … That is how far the unholy 

morality of Sodom had warped Lot's sense of values. 

He was desperate. Perhaps he thought his position as city magistrate might 

over-awe the mob. He stood there with his back to the door… facing the 

mob and somehow he made himself heard. But, oh, the shame of it! He 

offered them his daughters. He proposed to sacrifice his own girls to their 

lusts… if only they would go away. 

Is Lot truly offering his daughters to be gang-raped and probably 

murdered?  

An alternative is that his suggestion implies a more subtle consideration… 

"I would just as soon have you violate my family members as violate those 

whom I have taken in and offered hospitality!" … It would be like 

sarcastically saying to your mortgage company, "Why don’t you just take 

the clothes off my children’s backs and the food off their plates?" … Such a 

comment is not suggesting that they will really do that.  
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If this is the correct way to read verse 8… Lot’s offer of his daughters is 

intended to prick the conscience of the mob. … Just as they would 

(hopefully) not consider treating a leading citizen’s daughters in this way… 

so the same inhibitions should protect his guests.  

But he might as well have saved his breath. … The men of Sodom did not 

care.  Their perverted appetites were inflamed. … The laws of hospitality… 

and the ordinary decencies of men… were far from their thoughts.  … 

(LISTEN!)… You cannot placate evil! … (Again – it never works!)…  

Whenever we try to barter with evil… we resort to making foolish offers… 

just like Lot… here. (We make compromises that will hurt many innocent 

people.) 

Fortunately they rejected Lot’s foolish compromise.  But they spurned Lot. 

"You don't even belong here," they roared. "Out of the way, fellow, or we'll 

do worse to you than we intend to do to the men behind that door."  

Genesis 19:9 

The placating did not work. You cannot placate evil. Pacifying (appeasing) 

evil… (going easy on it)… only encourages evil as it did here. … Far from 

dissuading the evil men… Lot had only succeeded in provoking them… and 

in a matter of moments… he would be trampled to pulp… the door of his 

house beaten in… and his family and guests exposed to horrors of wicked 

Sodom. 

No longer were their shameful sins tolerated by a permissive society (as 

something people had a right to practice if they pleased.)… Notice how it 

had gone far beyond that. … Now the people were an open… aggressive… 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+19%3A8
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insistent force in the city… with which none dared interfere. … For their 

behavior was not looked upon by the Sodomites as criminal… but as 

constitutional. … They had the constitutional right to indulge their 

passions… when… and where… they wished… and any attempt to thwart 

them… would lead to harm… for any who got in their way. 

Does this remind you of anything we see today…? … If society does not 

punish this form of behavior… then God most certainly will! 

Genesis 19:10-11 

"They wore themselves out to find the door" (verse11 says). Despite the 

obvious judgment upon their sin… they still pursued it. … Being struck with 

blindness should have gotten SOME of their attention.  (“Woa!  What just 

happened …and why?” ) … But instead they kept groping for the door so 

they could fulfill their lustful passions. Their sinful craving was priority over  

their eyesight.  

Many are still like that. They have paid a high price in venereal disease… 

loss of family… and property… and many other problems… for their wicked 

ways… yet they still pursue their sin. 

From now on the spotlight swings from the filthiness of Sodom to the 

situation that existed in Lot's own family. It shows what the philosophy of 

Sodom had done to the thinking of a believing man. Truly we cannot keep 

on imbibing the world's ideologies without becoming tainted ourselves. 

Genesis 19:12-14 

Lot’s testimony had fallen on deaf ears. His daughters… married to men of 

Sodom… had the mentality of Sodom. … They were unable to receive 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+19%3A11
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spiritual truth. … And Lot… with years of backsliding behind him… had no 

spiritual power. … He was unable to carry conviction with his words. 

Lot is in a very bad situation. He had learned to tolerate Sodom’s 

wickedness.  He had seen his sons and daughters grow up… and they 

apparently had married among people with those ethical standards. When 

the time came that Lot got this word form the Lord to leave the city… he 

went to his sons-in-law and said, "Let's get out of here. God is going to 

destroy this city." They laughed at him. They ridiculed him. “The old man is 

crazy!”  

I suppose they knew that the week before Lot had lived as one of them… 

without any real difference… that they took his warning as big joke. … Lot 

was a man who was out of the will of God in this place… and he had no 

witness for God. … He did not win anybody for the Lord in this city. The 

same principle is true today: when you go down to their level… you do not 

win them. 

I cannot begin to tell you how many times I have heard believers say that 

they know they are living in some sort of Sodom… (whether it is going to 

bars… being at parties and places where drugs are being used… or places 

where sex is very loose)… and they spiritualize their presence in being 

there… by saying they hope to be an influence for Christ there.  Well… 

most of them are not living for the Lord today. … What happens is that 

Sodom eventually begins to live in them.  

Genesis 19:15-17 

Even though destruction was so imminent the lure of the sin of Sodom was 

strong upon Lot and his family. They had become comfortable with the sin 
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of Sodom. … Lot's worldliness had taken away his spiritual earnestness. 

(Listen)… Attempting to live among sin will kill spiritual inertia. When 

believers lose their enthusiasm for serving God… the toleration of sin is 

usually the cause. 

We can picture the scene — Lot being dragged out of Sodom… the whole 

family dallying… dallying… and dawdling along the way.  Mrs. Lot wanting 

to gather up all her jewelry and mementos… the daughters wanting to get 

suitably dressed… Lot wanting to find his bankbook and his list of accounts 

receivable. It is incredible how dull a backslidden person becomes to 

spiritual truth. 

His visitors grabbed Lot and forcibly took him out of Sodom. … But what 

happened next is nearly unbelievable.   

Genesis 19:18-20 

Like a drowning man… Lot opposes… and struggles against his rescuers. 

Despite his having just been saved from a catastrophic death by the 

glorious mercy of God…  despite his facing impending judgment… When 

the angels led Lot and his family outside the city… the angels warned Lot 

again and urged him to escape for his life… by fleeing to the mountains… 

out of the plain… otherwise he will be consumed. …. But Lot pleaded 

against God's will. 

 

Lot claimed to be physically incapable of reaching the mountain… that he 

might not be able to climb it in time to escape the destruction.   But this was 

a camouflage… self-deception for a worldly heart. … God was saving him 
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from the coming judgment… and God would have strengthened him for the 

journey to the mountain. … I am positive that Lot knew this. 

 

Lot pleaded for the right to escape to a city nearby… to Zoar. … How sorry 

a person Lot had become: begging to stay close to Sodom. …  Lot was still 

trying to hold on to the world… to its possessions and comforts… to hold 

on - even after God had just done so much for him. … And Lot was very 

aware of the mercy God was showing him. He clearly said so (in verse 19). 

 

But Lot argues with his rescuers when they tell him to flee to the 

mountains. … He has not had enough of the city life. …“Lord, look… there 

is a city – it is just a small city… how about it, Lord… common ’it’s such a 

small thing… Let me go there… not to a lonely secluded mountain cave…”  

Notice also… the way Lot tries to reason on this. … “Since the Lord was so 

good in saving me… He will certainly be good enough allow me to continue 

with my city life…” … Similarly we may think “…Lord, by Grace You saved 

me… Certainly You are kind enough to allow me to sin just a little…” … 

And then Lot continues… “Besides, I am not strong enough to make it to 

the mountains, I will expire before getting there.” … We too sometimes 

continue, “And Lord, I am just an immature believer… You can’t possibly 

expect me to make it all the way to where You want me to go…”  

“Lord… let me just have a little of the worldly life!” 

Little sins will not hurt much… the devil says. … But that is a lie… for little 

sins lead to big sins.  

We will see that Lot’s story ends in tragedy. His wife dies… because she 

looks back at the city (V. 26)… his daughters… once offered to the wicked 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+19%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+19%3A26
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men of Sodom as harlots… (and - no surprise!)… later on they saw nothing 

wrong with an incestuous relationship with their father… and engage in it 

with him (Vs. 31-36)… and the chapter ends with Lot dwelling in a cave. All 

of his wealth is gone.   

Loving the wrong things… and little sins will hurt – a lot! 

Genesis 19:21-26 

Why in the world did Mrs. Lot turn and look back? … I think that the reason 

is twofold. … First of all… she turned and looked back because she did not 

want to leave Sodom. … She loved Sodom too much… … She was 

probably a member of the country club… the sewing club… and the 

Shakespeare club. … In fact… there probably wasn't a club in town that 

she was not a member of. … She just loved these little get-togethers in the 

afternoon. … Her heart was in Sodom. Her body walked out… but she 

surely left her heart there. 

In Luke 17… Christ compares Lot and Mrs. Lot’s situation… to the coming 

day of judgment: 

Luke 17:28-32 (ESV)  
28  Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot—they were eating and 
drinking, buying and selling, planting and building, 29  but on the day 
when Lot went out from Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from heaven 
and destroyed them all— 30  so will it be on the day when the Son of 
Man is revealed. 31  On that day, let the one who is on the housetop, 
with his goods in the house, not come down to take them away, and 
likewise let the one who is in the field not turn back. 32  Remember 
Lot’s wife. 

This is a tremendous lesson for us today. … Loving the wrong things has 

tragic consequences. … Little sins bite us hard in the end. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+19%3A31-36
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Genesis 19:27-38 

What an ugly passage of Scripture we have been in today! I almost wish 

that I didn’t need to preach on it. …  But it’s warnings are valuable!  Little 

sins do hurt us in a major way! 

Lot teaches us that people do not drift toward holiness. … Apart from 

grace-driven effort… people do not gravitate toward godliness… prayer… 

obedience to Scripture… and delight in the Lord. 

We drift toward compromise… and call it tolerance; we drift toward 

disobedience… and call it freedom; we drift toward superstition… and call it 

faith. … We cherish the indiscipline of lost self-control… and call it 

relaxation; we slouch toward prayerlessness… and delude ourselves into 

thinking we have escaped legalism; we slide toward godlessness… and 

convince ourselves we have been liberated. 

Immorality is the collective product of small indulgences and tiny 

compromises.  It is the immediate consequences of which were (at the 

time) indiscernible.  

 


