
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room

5:10 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT:  Well, thank you very much, and good a�ernoon.  Today, I want to provide an

update on our response to the China virus and what my administration is doing to get the outbreak

in the Sun Belt under control.  It seems largely in Sun Belt but could be spreading.

My team is also working night and day with Capitol Hill to advance the next economic relief

package.  We’re working very hard on it.  We’re making a lot of progress.  I also know that both sides

want to get it done.  We’ll call it “phase four.”  I think we’re going to get it done.  We’ll protect our

workers, our schools, and our families, and protect them very strongly.

As one family, we mourn every precious life that’s been lost.  I pledge in their honor that we will

develop a vaccine and we will defeat the virus.  We’re doing very well with vaccine development

and therapeutic development.  But I want to thank our brave doctors and nurses and frontline

responders.  The job they do is incredible, and they are truly brave.

My administration will stop at nothing to save lives and shield the vulnerable, which is so

important.  We’ve learned so much about this disease.  And we know who the vulnerable are, and

we are going to indeed shield them.
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And again, the vaccines are coming, and they’re coming a lot sooner than anyone thought possible,

by years.  If you look at the old system and look at the new system, I think by years.

The China virus is a vicious and dangerous illness, but we’ve learned a great deal about it and who

it targets.  We are in the process of developing a strategy that’s going to be very, very powerful. 

We’ve developed them as we go along.  Some areas of our country are doing very well; others are

doing less well.  It will probably, unfortunately, get worse before it gets better — something I don’t

like saying about things, but that’s the way it is.  It’s the way — it’s what we have.  If you look over

the world, it’s all over the world, and it tends to do that.

The governors are working very, very hard, and we are supporting them 100 percent.  Everything

they need, they get.  And we are taking good care.  We have tremendous supplies and a great

supply chain, whether it’s ventilators or gowns or just about anything they need.  So that’s a big

di�erence from inheriting very, very empty cupboards.

The median age of those who succumb to the China virus is 78 years old.  Roughly half of all deaths

have been individuals in nursing homes or in long-term care.  In one study, 90 percent of those

hospitalized had underlying medical conditions, whether it’s heart or diabetes, but usually it’s

some kind of a condition.  It seems that people have that.  And if they do, it’s a problem — no

question about it.

Young adults may o�en have mild or even no symptoms.  They won’t even know they’re sick.  They

won’t have any idea that they have a virus.  They won’t have any idea at all.

America’s youth will act responsibly, and we’re asking everybody that when you are not able to

socially distance, wear a mask, get a mask.  Whether you like the mask or not, they have an impact. 

They’ll have an e�ect.  And we need everything we can get.

Data shows children have the lowest fatality risk.  99.96 percent of all virus fatalities are in adults. 

Think of that. So that’s much, much, much less than 1 percent for children, young people.

By understanding these risk profiles and learning how to treat the disease, we’ve been able to

greatly reduce mortality in the United States.  In fact, we’ll show you a chart and how well we do

compared to the rest of the world.  We have several treatments already available that significantly

reduce the severity and duration of the disease, including remdesivir, which has been very



successful and a widely available steroid treatment.  And we have many more happening and

coming out.

We’ve learned best practices for treatment of the virus at every stage and have shared these

findings with medical providers, and we’ve shared them all over the world.  The relationship with

other countries has been very strong.  We’re all working together.  This includes ensuring all

hospitals are aware of the importance of di�erent approaches to oxygen treatment, including high-

flow oxygen, the importance of steroid treatment for those on ventilators.

And when you’re on a ventilator, we’ve learned a tremendous about the use of the ventilator.  And

at the beginning, people never had an experience like this, where we needed so many ventilators so

fast, and even the use of the ventilators.  But the doctors have become incredibly — and nurses and

helpers have become incredibly good at the use of a ventilator, which is actually a very complicated

procedure.

And allocating remdesivir to hospitals based on new admission since it works best early in

hospitalization.  And that’s something that they’ve really started.  They’re using it much earlier. 

Fatalities nationwide have fallen 75 percent since mid-April.  It’s a great number.

As cases and fatalities rise in certain hard-hit states, which you’re looking at right now, we’re

surging personnel, supplies, and therapeutics.  We again have tremendous amounts of supplies. 

We are in very good shape, and we can move them quickly.

Our case fatality rate has continued to decline and is lower than the European Union and almost

everywhere else in the world.  If you watch American television, you’d think that the United States

was the only country involved with and su�ering from the China virus.  Well, the world is su�ering

very badly.  But the fact is that many countries are su�ering very, very, very badly, and they’ve been

su�ering from this virus for a long time.

We’ve done much better than most.  And with the fatality rate at a lower rate than most, it’s

something that we can talk about, but we’re working, again, with them because we’re helping a lot

of countries that people don’t even know about.  I get calls all the time asking for help, especially as

it pertains to the ventilators.  They need help with ventilators; they have to get them.  They’re very

hard to get.  We’re making thousands now a month — thousands of ventilators a month.  It’s been

quite amazing.



We keep doing the good job, and things will get better and better.  We’ll be putting up charts behind

me showing di�erent statistics and di�erent rates of success and, I guess you could say also, things

that we can do better on.  But you’ll see them.  There’ll be put up as we go.

In April, the average age of individuals who tested positive for the virus was over 50 years old. 

Today, the average age is significantly younger.  Hospital lengths of stay are almost half of what

they were in April.  So the stays are about half.  The rate of cases requiring hospitalization has been

reduced.  And mortality among those admitted to the hospital is nearly one half of what it was in

April.

We’ve learned a lot.  We’ve learned a lot about this disease, how to handle it.  The doctors have

learned a lot, not only in the use of the ventilators but in many other things.  And things are

happening too, like the remdesivir and other elements, steroids, et cetera.

But these trends could change without our continued and relentless focus.  And that’s what we

have — we have a relentless focus.  And it’s been that way from the beginning.  But we have learned

so much.

As you know, in recent weeks we’ve seen a concerning rise in the cases in many parts of our south

— if you look at South, Southwest, and West.  This growth in cases first began to appear in mid-

June, primarily among 18- to 35-year-olds, many of whom were asymptomatic.

We’re also facing the challenge of a significant spice[spike] in virus cases across the rest of the

Western Hemisphere, including Mexico.  Mexico has been hit very, very, very hard.  As you know, the

president, a great gentleman, was here two weeks ago.  And they have really been hit hard.

Because we’ve achieved a nearly fourfold increase in testing capacity in two months, we’re

successfully identifying more asymptomatic and mild cases.  Some cases so mild that you really

don’t even treat them.  Some cases with children, where they don’t even know that they’re ill.  And I

guess they’re not very ill because they recover almost immediately.

Per capita, the U.S. is conducting 50 percent more tests than Europe, and we’ve conducted nearly

three times as many tests as all of the other countries in the Western Hemisphere combined.  We’ll

be over 50 million tests.  This allows us to isolate those who are infected, even those without

symptoms.  So we know exactly where it’s going and when it’s going to be there.



We’re also working to reduce turnaround time.  My administration has been aggressively

responding to case growth in the Sun Belt, and we continue to do so, working very close with all

governors, but right now, in particular, those governors.

We’re coordinating closely with hospitals and governors.  In the last three weeks, I’ve sent senior

o�icials into nine states to meet with governors and provide recommendations to the various

leaders of the state, including hospital administrators, et cetera.

My administration currently has zero unfilled requests for — unfulfilled requests for equipment or

anything else that they need from the governors.  No governor needs anything right now, and we

think we’ll have it that way until the end, because, frankly, we are stocked up and ready to go

wherever we have to go.

We have nearly 7,000 National Guard and military medical personnel in Texas, California, Florida,

and Arizona that’s helping us greatly.  I want to thank them very much.  The military has been

fantastic.

We’re closely monitoring hospital capacity in these states.  Hospitals are open for elective surgeries

and other procedures.  So hospitals are open for elective surgeries.

We want Americans to get the medical treatments they need.  All of the governors we’ve spoken

with say they have enough bed capacity.  That’s a great thing.  Our initial shutdown was to prevent

the overflow of our hospitals and to allow us to meet the demands caused by this global pandemic,

including the ventilators.

And a permanent shutdown was really never an option.  In terms of what we’re doing right now,

this would be completely unsustainable, produce debilitating economic fallback, and lead to

catastrophic public health consequences.  There are consequences to shutdowns.

And we’ve saved, potentially, millions of lives by doing the initial shutdown, but now we’re very

aware of this disease.  We understand the disease, to a large extent.  Nobody is going to maybe ever

fully understand it, but we’ll end up with a cure, we’ll end up with therapeutics, we’ll end up with a

vaccine very soon — all three.



We’re instead asking Americans to use masks, socially distance, and employ vigorous hygiene —

wash your hands every chance you get — while sheltering high-risk populations.  We are imploring

young Americans to avoid packed bars and other crowded indoor gatherings.  Be safe and be

smart.

We’re surging testing capacity to identify and isolate cases.  This includes a newly approved testing

platform to nursing homes across the South.  We’re being very, very vigilant with respect to nursing

homes, because you know all of the problems that we’ve had with so many people — so sadly, they

were infected — so that all of the sta� and residents can be routinely tested and isolated to ensure

our elderly are even more strongly protected than anybody else.  That’s really the high-risk people

— the high-risk, wonderful people.

Once this current surge in cases declines, the same testing platform will enable people to visit their

loved ones a�er taking a test, which is a big di�erence.  Ultimately, our goal is not merely to

manage the pandemic but to end it.  We want to get rid of it as soon as we can.  That is why getting

a vaccine remains a top priority.

Two vaccine candidates are entering the final stage of clinical trials this month.  This was achieved

in record time.  It used to be years before you were in a position like we are right now.  Four other

vaccines will enter final trials in the following weeks, and we’re mass producing all of the top

candidates so that the first approved vaccine will be available immediately.

And logistically, we have the military ready to go.  We have great people — logistic, military people. 

A wonderful general who’s waiting for the vaccine so they can distribute it in record time.  That’s

what’s going to happen.  So our military is all set to go.  We will deliver a vaccine, therapeutics,

whatever it is that’s necessary, and defeat the virus once and for all.

And I’ll take a few questions if you’d like.

I will say this: I want to thank all of the sta� — the White House sta�, all of the doctors that we’ve

been working with so closely.  And just a lot of very positive things are happening.  It’s a nasty,

horrible disease that should’ve never been allowed to escape China, but it did.  And it infected the

world, and the world is su�ering.  But we’re going to get it taken care of, and we’re helping lots of

other countries.



Jon.

Q    Mr. President, first, I just wanted to get a clarification.  Your Press Secretary said today that you

sometimes take more than one test a day.  Why is that?  And how o�en is that?

THE PRESIDENT:  Well, I didn’t know about more than one.  I do take probably, on average, a test

every two days, three days.  And I don’t know of any time I’ve taken two tests in one day, but I could

see that happening.

Q    So Republicans and Democrats on Capitol Hill have both said they want to see more money for

testing.  They want to send billions of dollars to the states so they can do more testing.  And you

probably saw Mick Mulvaney the other day said that his kids — it took them a week to get test

results back.  He said this is “simply inexcusable” given where we are in the pandemic.  Do you

think we have a problem with testing in this country right now?  And are you in favor of more

money for testing?

THE PRESIDENT:  We’ve done more testing, by far, than anybody.  Some of the tests — because it is

massive volume — it takes longer.  Others of the tests, as you know, are very quick; they’re 5

minutes and 15-minute tests.  And those are, frankly, the ones that I prefer.

But we’re doing massive numbers, and the numbers are coming down.  And as we go, as an

example, there are thousands and thousands of kits being made right now which give you a 15-

minute and a 5-minute test.  So we’ll be able to get those numbers down.

Those numbers are similar in other places.  They’re also doing massive numbers — numbers like

nobody thought possible.  But those numbers will be coming down.  I agree.  I think it’s a good

thing if we can do that.

Q    Are you in favor of more money for testing?  That if Republicans want —

THE PRESIDENT:  Well, they’re going to make a presentation to me tonight and tomorrow on that. 

And again, we’re leading the world.  And I think the second country at 12 million.  We’re — we’re

going to be over 50 million tests.  Second country is India with 12 million.  Then you have 7 million,

6 million, and 4 million.  I think that we are doing a tremendous amount of testing.  But if the — if



the doctors and the professionals feel that even though we’re at a level that nobody ever dreamt

possible, that they would like to do more, I’m okay with it.

Q    Why aren’t your doctors not with you here today?  Where’s Dr. Fauci, Dr. Birx?

THE PRESIDENT:  Well, Dr. Birx is right outside.

Yes, please.

Q    Thank you, Mr. President.  I have got two questions for you, if that’s all right.  Number one, I just

wanted to know, in November, do you want the American people to judge you —

THE PRESIDENT:  Could you speak up, please?

Q    Do you want the American people to judge you on the ballot in November by how you’ve

handled this pandemic so far?

THE PRESIDENT:  This, among other things.  I think the American people will judge us on this, but

they’ll judge us on the economy that I created and that already we’re creating.  We’re setting record

job numbers, as you know.  I think we’re going to have a very strong year next year.  I think we’re

going to have a very strong third quarter, a very good fourth quarter.  But I think next year is going

to be a record year, and I think they’re going to judge me on that.

I think they’re going to judge me on the tax cutting and the regulation cutting, which nobody has

ever done to the extent that we’ve been able to do it.

On rebuilding the military, on how we’ve handled the VA: On the VA, we got Veterans Choice. 

Nobody thought that would be possible.  That’s been many decades.  They’ve been trying to get

Veterans Choice.  It’s called “Choice,” where they can go get a doctor if they have to wait on line for

two weeks or five weeks or two days.  And frankly, that’s been a great thing.  Veterans

Accountability — I think they’ll judge me on that. They’ll judge me on all of the things we’ve done.

I don’t think — and I think we can say this with surety, and it’s never ever been even challenged.  In

three and a half years, the first three and a half years — the first years of a presidency — I don’t



think any administration, any President has accomplished so much as we’ve accomplished, from

energy to health to so many other things.

And then this came in, and the plague — I call it the “plague” — the plague came in.  A terrible

thing.  Should’ve been stopped.  Wasn’t stopped.  It came in.  We had to shut things down to save

potentially millions of lives.  We did that, and now we’ve started them up.  And I think we’ve really

started it up very successfully.

Yeah, please.

Q    Thank you, Mr. President.  You’ve been saying for months the virus would simply disappear, and

now you’re saying that it’s likely to get worse before it gets better.  If it does keep getting worse, if

Americans keep dying, are you responsible for them?

THE PRESIDENT:  Well, the virus will disappear.  It will disappear.  I think that — I always like to say,

as — you know, either way, when you look at it, the governors are working with me.  I’m working

with the governors.  We’re working hand in hand.  I think we’re all responsible.  I view it as a team. 

Very good relationships with the governors.  Very, very good relationships.

I could say I’m fully responsible.  But, you know, one day, we had a virus come in, and I closed the

borders, did a lot of things that were very good.  In fact, Dr. Fauci said we saved tens of thousands

of lives when I closed the border.  And nobody wanted to do it.  I wanted to do it.  We closed the

border to China.  We put on the ban.  We didn’t want people coming in from heavily infected China.

Fairly shortly therea�er, I closed the borders from Europe — coming in from Europe.  Those were

tremendous moves.  We would have — if it’s one person, it’s too much.  But we’re at, let’s say,

140,000; we could have double, triple, quadruple that number if we didn’t.

So we did a lot of things right.  We did a lot of things right, including with equipment.  So it’s a

shame that it happened.  It shouldn’t have happened.  China should have stopped it.

Please.  Yes, go ahead.  Please.

Q    Thank you, President Trump.  If I could, two questions.  My first question is: We have a very

quick testing platform here at the White House.



THE PRESIDENT:  Yes.

Q    It’s great.  You get tested, you know, very quickly.  Do you think that it would be easier to reopen

and restart businesses if we could produce more of those machines for people?

THE PRESIDENT:  We’re trying to do that.  That’s a great question.  We’re trying very much to do

that.  So rather than sending your tests in — and, you know, it goes through the mail one day,

comes back another day, no matter how they send them.  It’s a day and a day, so that’s two days

already wasted.  And then, if it spends — by the time you get it back, it’s three or four days, if they

do an e�icient job.  We’re trying to get the testing on site.  I like it the best.

Q    And my follow-up — my second question; it’s a little bit di�erent topic, but it’s one that a lot of

people are talking about.  Ghislaine Maxwell is in prison, and so a lot of people want to know if

she’s going to turn in powerful people. And I know you’ve talked in the past about Prince Andrew,

and you’ve criticized Bill Clinton’s behavior.  I’m wondering, do you feel that she’s going to turn in

powerful men?  How do you see that working out?

THE PRESIDENT:  I don’t know.  I haven’t really been following it too much.  I just wish her well,

frankly.  I’ve met her numerous times over the years, especially since I lived in Palm Beach and I

guess they lived in Palm Beach.  But I wish her well, whatever it is.  I don’t know the situation with

Prince Andrew.  I just don’t know.  I’m not aware of it.

Yeah, please.  Go ahead.

Q    On unemployment insurance, how much below $600 are you willing to go?  And you’ve said that

the economy is bouncing back strong, so why do we need to even cut it at all?

THE PRESIDENT:  Well, the economy is getting stronger, and I think we have a chance to have a very

strong economy, especially if some of the things that I just spoke about work.

We want to have people go back and want to go back to work as opposed to be, sort of, forced into

a position where they’re making more money than they expected to make.  And the employers are

having a hard time getting them back to work.



So that was a decision that was made.  I was against that original decision, but they did that.  It still

worked out well because it gave people a lifeline, a real lifeline.  Now we’re doing it again.  They’re

thinking about doing 70 percent of the amount.  The amount would be the same, but doing it in a

little bit smaller initial amounts so that people are going to want to go back to work, as opposed to

making so much money that they really don’t have to.

But we were very generous with them.  I think that it’s been a tremendously successful program. 

The whole thing has been successful, if you look.  I mean, we have — we’re in a pandemic, and yet

we’re producing tremendous number of jobs.  That was something that nobody thought possible. 

Okay?

Please.

Q    Mr. President, thank you very much.  Yesterday, you said that wearing a mask was an act of

patriotism.  If that is the case, why don’t you do it more frequently?

THE PRESIDENT:  Well, I do.  I actually do it when I need.  I mean, I carry the mask when I have to go

— I went into Walter Reed Hospital the other day.  I have the mask right here, and I carry it.  And I

will use it gladly.  No problem with it.  And I’ve said that.

And I say: If you can, use the mask.  When you can, use the mask.  If you’re close to each other, if

you’re in a group, I would put it on.  When I’m in a group — if I’m in an elevator and there are other

people with me, including, like, security people, it’s not their fault.  They have to be in the elevator;

I want to protect them also.  I put on a mask.

I will have — I have no problem with the masks.  I view it this way: Anything that potentially can

help — and that certainly can potentially help — is a good thing.  I have no problem.  I carry it.  I

wear it.  You saw me wearing it a number of times, and I’ll continue.

Please.

Q    Thank you, Mr. President.  Thank you —

Q    A quick follow-up.  Can I ask you a quick follow-up?



THE PRESIDENT:  Go ahead, please.

Q    Are you sending mixed messages, though?  Yesterday, you tweeted out an image wearing a

mask.  And then, last evening, we saw you not wearing a mask at your hotel.

THE PRESIDENT:  Well, I don’t know.  The hotel — I was pretty far away from people, but I would say

this: I’ve explained it, I think, very well.  If you’re close together, I would put on the mask, and if

you’re not — I would say that if you’re — for instance, I’ll see — like, here, you’ve been all tested; I’ve

been tested.  O�entimes, I’ll be with people that are fully tested; I’ve been tested.  In theory, you

don’t need the mask.  I’m getting used to the mask, and the reason is — think about patriotism. 

Maybe it is.  It helps.  It helps.

Now, we have experts that have said, in the recent past, that masks aren’t necessarily good to wear. 

You know that.  But now they’ve changed their mind.  If they change their mind, that’s good enough

for me.  So I wear it when appropriate.

Please.

Q    Thank you, Mr. President.  Thank you, sir.  A lot of Americans, though, may be surprised at your

change of tone over all of this — a more, perhaps, realistic tone.  Some would look at it that way. 

The sudden embrace of masks, social distancing, the —

THE PRESIDENT:  Well, I’ve always agreed with that.  I mean, I’ve never fought either one.  But

certainly, social distancing, I want to — it’s — that’s common sense.

Q    The idea that things —

THE PRESIDENT:  Six feet, to me, is common sense.  I’d like to say maybe make it a little bit further.

Q    The idea that things will get worse perhaps before they get better here, and perhaps the

realization that this resurgence, if you will, is for real — when you used to talk about it in terms of

little fires being put out here and there. Would you respond that?

THE PRESIDENT:  We have them too.  No, we have embers and fires, and we have big fires.  And,

unfortunately, now Florida is in a little, tough — or in a big, tough position.  You have a great



governor there.  You have a great governor in Texas.  You have people that are very, very skilled

people, and I think they’re going to handle it very well.

Their hospital capacities are holding up, but Texas is a big state and it’s very well run, and so is

Florida, and I think they’ll do a very good job.

Q    Are you changing your tone, though, sir?

Q    Thank you, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT:  Yeah, go ahead.

Q    I just wanted to ask you about the issue of vaccines, which you already mentioned.  Yesterday, a

study by a Chinese company showed some promising results for its coronavirus vaccine candidate. 

If China were first in developing the vaccine, or even if it weren’t, would the administration be

willing to work with China to bring a successful Chinese vaccine to the U.S.?

THE PRESIDENT:  Yeah, we’re willing to work with anybody that’s going to get us a good result. 

We’re very close to the vaccine.  I think we’re going to have some very good results.  We’re already

in testing; nobody thought that would be possible.  Under the old system, it would be a year to two

years before you can even think about using the word “testing.”

So I think we’ve had a lot of — and the reason we’re testing: They’ve had good results.  So now we

have to see — and the testing also for safety because they have to make sure it’s safe.  And I think

you’re going to see something over the next fairly short period of time, maybe very short period of

time, having to do with therapeutics and vaccines that are very good.

So we’ll be doing these quite o�en.  We’re going to keep you abreast of this, and we’ll also talk

about some of the other topics like our economy, which is doing well.  The stock market had

another good day.  I think they have a good day because they see a lot of positive things happening

on this front too.

Thank you very much.  Thank you.

END           
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https://pulpitandpen.org/2020/07/17/masks-are-an-eschatological-dry-run-for-
the-mark-of-the-beast/ 

I’ve hesitated to write this article because I can feel the guffaws coming. But those guffaws are 
now quieted by masks which do far better at muzzling chortles than germs, so I now care less 
than I used to. This is the thesis: mask directives are an eschatological dry-run for the Mark 
of the Beast, and if you don’t think so, you’re insanely naive. 

 

FANATICISM ASIDE 

You can use the search function at PNP and 
discover that ‘Mark of the Beast’ has only been 
the subject of a few articles out of tens of 
thousands, and each one makes a mockery of 
hyper-charismatic snake oil salesmen who use 
the topic as a sales pitch for their venereal 
disease elixir. Those who see the Mark of the 

Beast in every news story or technological advance have received nothing but derision from me 
for their prophetic sensationalism and failed soothsayery. Additionally, you’ll find that I have 
always instructed readers to “make eschatology the caboose of your theology and not the 
engine.” Again, I’ve done nothing but roll my eyes at End Times timelines behind the pulpit, Late 
Great Planet Earth-type prophecies, and the endless parade of “here’s how [fill-in-the-blank news 
story] fits into Matthew 24. 

I am a historic pre-millennialist, but most wouldn’t know it because I speak of it that rarely. 
Indeed, I believe that Jesus is returning to rule the nations, raise the dead, and judge in 
righteousness. But how those things will unfold I place into a tertiary camp, so long as we can 
admit full-preterists are heretics, post-millennialists ought to chill just a bit 
on Reconstruction, amillennialists should stop being so smug (just saying), 
and dispensational pre-millennialists get weird with their charts and graphs (I’m looking at you, 
John Hagee). Did I offend everyone yet? Anyway… 

The point is, I’m hardly the eschatology-hound you might ordinarily like making fun of. And I’m 
certainly not the guy calling Barack Obama the anti-christ or arguing that the locusts of 
Abaddon’s pit are murder hornets. 

STILL, RFID TRACKING CHIPS FREAK ME OUT A BIT 

Granted, I can’t help but share some of the eccentricities common among pre-millennialists. 
Ideas that I find particularly worrisome are standard fare (not just among premillennialists, but 
plenty of civil libertarians as well). You know, stuff like RFID tracking chips put into dogs and 
employees (the state of Michigan just banned mandatory chips in employees, so Christians aren’t 
the only ones creeped out by it) are especially concerning. 



For that matter, I don’t like the Internet of Things (IoT), self-driving cars, cashless societies (like 
coin shortages that happen right after the federal reserve announced the ‘digital dollar’), tracking 
devices masquerading as phones, the NSA knowing what you ate for breakfast, asking Amazon or 
Google to eavesdrop in your home just for the convenience of having a ‘virtual assistant’ tell you 
the weather or turn on your music (PS they’re also storing every word you say), or television sets 
that watch you more than you watch them. 

I’ll admit it: my view of the End Times from the Bible gives me healthy skepticism of these things, 
but not irrationally. I cover my cams when they’re not in use (because Zuckerberg does). But I 
also have most (but not all) of the conveniences listed above (I also know the first thing to throw 
out my car window when I go on the lam). I’m not a Neo-Luddite, and neither am I 
against all vaccines, nor assume that 5G causes erectile disfunction or that chlorine 
necessarily makes frogs gay. 

At the same time, we have to recognize that the things exposed by Edward Snowden aren’t 
science fiction. Anyone who isn’t worried about some of these things is foolish, just as 
anyone who believes all of them is crazy. But as Christians who believe what the Bible says 
about things that are coming, we have an extra reason to be concerned about our evolving world, 
even above and beyond that of regular civil libertarians. 

YEAH, I BELIEVE ENDS TIMES PROPHECIES. DEAL WITH THAT REAL QUICK. 

Yes, I believe that the Bible gives us a vague but accurate picture of what the world is heading 
into. These aren’t extrapolations of Scripture like seers peer into chicken gizzards and tea leaves. 
These are explicit prophecies in the Bible with explicit guarantees that these things 
will explicitly happen before the return of Christ. 

So without apology, I believe that Jesus is bodily returning, establishing a thousand-year-long 
kingdom in Jerusalem, turning Commies into his footstools, raising the dead, and unpacking in 
his own good order the cumulative end of the world as we know it. 

If that seems strange, consider that I also believe God became man, took on flesh when he was 
conceived of the Holy Ghost, was born of a virgin, lived a perfect life, died as a substitute for 
sinners, and rose again from the dead. 

And secularists believe men came from chimpanzees and Marxism might actually work this 
time…we all believe crazy things. My beliefs just happen to be true. Anywhoo… 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT THE MARK OF THE BEAST? 

The gist is this: Prior to the return of Christ, his followers are going to become increasingly 
unpopular and the world will grow increasingly wicked. It will be characterized by unruly 
children, self-centered vanity (food selfie, much?), homosexuality, and general ungodliness. 
Although all ages have had these sins to varying degrees, the generation before Christ returns 
will actually take pride in them. 

This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.2 For men shall be lovers of their 
own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy,3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of 
those that are good,4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of 
God;5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.6 For of 
this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led 
away with divers lusts,7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 



2 Timothy 3:1-7 

This will be accomplished by incredible technology that allows the comings-and-goings of people 
to be micromanaged and they will be excluded from buying or selling things in the marketplace. 
This is to accomplish a “soft extermination,” basically starving out believers or forcing them to 
assimilate. 
16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in 
their right hand, or in their foreheads:17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the 
mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 

Revelation 13:16-17 

After it’s clear from muscling non-conformists into a corner by restricting their access to the 
market, a global, powerful government will then begin a “hard extermination,” rounding up 
believers and murdering them like dogs in a persecution worse than anything the world has ever 
seen (including the Holocaust). 
9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all 
nations for my name’s sake…21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the 
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 

Matthew 24:9,21 

This will, in part, be possible by some kind of contraption – whether natural or supernatural – 
that will detect believing non-conformists who have refused to identify with the global grand 
poobah (known as the anti-christ) and it will sound an alarm, alerting people that an 
‘unauthorized person’ is nearby. 
15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should 
both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed. 

Revelation 13:15 

You can figure out how that will be done, because it doesn’t leave much to the imagination in a 
period in which we’re talking about “health passports” scanning temperatures of passing 
crowds of people, putting everyone into a facial recognition database (even liberals in America’s 
cities are scared over this one and have started to ban the tech), and are micro-chipping Lassie. 
I’m not a prophet or the son of one, but I surmise it will be one of these things, a combination 
thereof, or something eerily similar. In one way or another, those little images are going to 
scream out and snitch, something that John was seeing in his revelation and trying to convey to 
us with his 1st Century vocabulary. 

And when all this fails to round up believers for the gas chamber, people will snitch on each 
other. Even family members will turn one another in for not conforming to the government 
regulations. 

“Now brother will deliver up brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up 
against parents and cause them to be put to death. 

Matthew 10:21 



SO YEAH, THE MARK OF THE BEAST IS A REAL THING, IT WILL HAPPEN, AND IT WILL 
HAPPEN JUST LIKE WE ARE NOW SEEING 

No, masks aren’t the Mask Mark of the Beast. But if you don’t think this is a dry-run social 
experiment (whether organized by men or of the devil) for that eventuality, you’re insanely naive. 

In more than twenty states, you can’t buy or sell without wearing a mask. Stores have up signs 
that they will snitch on you to the authorities. Health departments have created snitching 
hotlines for your acquaintances who aren’t doing it. Departments of Family Services have created 
policies about how to steal your kids if you don’t comply. 

And worst of all, virtue-signaling evangelical leaders are demanding that you wear a mask to 
show your love for Jesus or if you want to “have an economy” (like Beardy McGoatFace over at 
Wheaton College, see below). 

These jackhats will 100% deliver you up to the 
councils and tribunals when that great day 
comes, and they’ll do so in the name of Jesus. 
How Stetzer could tweet such a thing without a 
single thought about the eschatological 
implication tells me he probably doesn’t believe 
in eschatology at all (unless it’s some kind of 
Marxist utopia he’s betting on). 
 
From what I ascertain from history and human 
nature, the chance of the Mark of the Beast 

being branded “Mark of the Beast” will be next to zero. No doubt, it will be predicated upon 
some kind of appeal to public safety or the public good. It will likely be called something 
like Doubleplusgood Public Health for Happy Homes Initiative #3. For citizens to snitch on citizens 
as the Bible prophesies, they’ll have to be convinced that you not having the Mark of the Beast 
will somehow kill them. 

So, no. I’m not going to wear the mask. 

These mask mandates are nothing but practice for things to come. It is a testing and trying of 
government power, and right now it seems almost omnipotent. 

If they are practicing for things to come, will you? Will you resist this? Will you practice 
saying no? Or will you buckle under the slightest pressure to grab that Snickers bar for the low-
low price of your bodily autonomy? 

Jesus is coming. And so is the Mark of the Beast. Wake up Christians. You mustn’t slumber. 
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