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‘Trust the Love’ Series 
How do we prepare for what is to come? Know and believe the love of the Father! 

 By being devoted to the Apostles’ teaching. – Acts 2:42 
 At the heart of the Apostles’ teaching is the gospel of Jesus Christ. – Romans 1:16 
 At the heart of the gospel is the love of God. – 1 John 4:16 

 
The Text 

 Romans 8 has been called the ‘Mount Everest’ of Scripture. 
 Romans 8 begins with the good news for all those believing in Jesus that there is no 

condemnation, even though we still struggle with sin and often fail. (Romans 7:21-8:1) 
 Romans 8 then argues that there is also no complacency with sin for the believer since the 

evidence that we are sons of God is that the Spirit in us is leading us to fight to put to 
death sin and live to please God. (verses 2-14) 

 It could be argued that Romans 8 concludes with no fear for the believer because there is 
nothing that can hinder God from loving us perfectly! 

 
Overview 

 The love of the Father is a ‘disguised’ love that one day will be revealed. The love of God 
does not always look and feel like love. 

 The love of the Father is an ‘all things’ love that one day will be fulfilled. ‘All things’ 
means ‘all things’! 

 The love of the Father is an ‘in Christ’ love that is the reality for all who have repented 
and believed in Jesus. 

 
A. The love of the Father is not the only kind of divine love, but it is the greatest love of all 

and experienced only by the ‘children of God’. (15-17) 
 

 The Love of the Created: this love of God is a love for all people created in His image so 
that He desires their good and does them good: ‘God loves you, but, if you do not repent, 
you will die in your sin.’ 

 The Love of the Chosen: this love of God is a love for those chosen to serve a particular 
purpose as Israel did as a nation: ‘God loves you, but, if you do not keep the covenant, 
you will be rejected.’ 

 The Love of the Child: this love of God is the love of God the Father for His own 
children through union with Jesus Christ by faith: ‘God loves you fully and forever, just 
like he loves his Son, no matter what!’ 

 
B. The love of the Father is experienced by all those who are ‘in Christ Jesus our Lord’ 

through repentance and faith. (39) There is a problem with telling all people that God 



loves them unconditionally. There is a problem with believers doubting the love of the 
Father.  

 
C. The love of the Father is unstoppable and unending so that we will never be ‘separated’ 

from his love. (15, 35, 39) We struggle with feeling like God doesn’t love us. We struggle 
with not sensing his love and presence. 

 
What things aren’t able to separate us from the love of God? (= No thing or nothing!) 

 
 Death (38) = ‘dread separator of loved ones’ (Cranfield); being separated from our 

bodies and from the living 
 Life (38) = life in a fallen world filled with trials and temptations 
 Angels (38) = good angels (Galatians 1:8) or those who appear to be good (2 Corinthians 

11:14) or are wrongly worshiped (Colossians 2:18) 
 Principalities (38) = bad angels or bad ‘rulers’ 
 Things present (38) = whatever we face today or in this present age 
 Things to come (38) = whatever we will face tomorrow or in the age to come (or, the last 

two together = any dimensions of time) 
 Powers (38) = whatever the powers that we face, however great or miraculous or 

supernatural 
 Height (39) = whether those powers be out of sight beyond the heavens or whatever is in 

heaven 
 Depth (39) = whether those powers be out of sight below the earth or whatever is on 

earth (or, the last two together = any dimensions of space) 
 Any other created thing (39) = nothing has the power to conquer God’s love for his 

children 
 
D. The Father wants his children to be ‘convinced’ of his love through the testimony of the 

Spirit, no matter what they may suffer. (15-17, 38) 
 

How does the Spirit testify that we are children of God? 
 He testifies by giving us a sense of God’s love for us. - Romans 5:3-5 
 He testifies through the Word: the Bible tells me so. – Romans 5:8 
 He testifies through the Work: We can know that we are loved by the Father because we 

have entrusted ourselves to the Son! – 1 John 5:9-12 
 
Application 

 Can you believe the love of the Father for you even when it is dark and hard?  
 Can you take God at His Word that He loves you and is loving you perfectly? 
 If you have repented and trusted in Jesus, then you have every reason to believe that you 

are not just experiencing the love of the created (which is partial and temporary), but the 
love of the child (which is full and forever)! 

 Are you ‘in Christ’? Have you repented of your sin and believed in Jesus? 
 

 


