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Introduction: Why did Jesus come into the world through the virgin Mary?  What was the 
condition of the world that made the incarnation necessary?  Was there no other way for sinners 
to be saved?  If not, then what must the Christian think of any other alleged way of salvation?

1. What was the Jewish expectation regarding the coming of the Messiah?  They 
expected Him to come in judgment and destroy their enemies.  The Messiah would raise up an 
invincible army and destroy the Roman Beast which oppressed them.  Amos had to correct their 
messianic hope in Amos 5:18-20.  They failed to distinguish between the 1st and what we 
generally call the 2nd coming at the consummation of history.

2. John leaves no doubt as to the reason Jesus came into the world and it wasn’t according 
to the current Jewish expectation.  While many debate whether the cross work of Jesus was 
definite or indefinite, real and concrete or hypothetical and abstract, John makes it abundantly 
plain by his use of the little Greek word,  ~ina, “in order that.”

3. Jesus previously used this little Greek word in verse 15, He would be crucified in order 
that whoever believes would have life.  John uses the word 5 times; v16, 17 twice, 20 and 21.  
The necessity of the incarnation was in order to save sinners.  It was not in order to damn 
sinners.

4. Jesus came into the world in order to save sinners, Matthew 1:21.  This is definite not
indefinite; real and concrete not hypothetical and abstract.  After all did not Jesus claim this in 
John 6:37 and 10:14-15?

5. Remember the announcements that were made around the birth of Jesus as these bear 
testimony to the definiteness of Jesus’ mission to save sinners.  An angel (Luke 1:16); an angel 
(Matthew 1:21); Mary (Luke 1:47, 50); Zacharias (Luke 1:68-69, 79); Simeon (Luke 2:30); Anna
(Luke 2:38) and the wise men (Matthew 2:6).  How can you have any doubts about God’s 
intention to save you if you believe in Jesus?  What would He have to say to grant you more 
assurance?  Does God intend to save sinners?  The incarnation powerfully declares, “Yes!”

6. What was the condition of the world which made the incarnation of Jesus necessary for
their salvation?  Nicodemus is the answer.  Was he in a neutral spiritual condition or in a lost 
condition already in need of Jesus as his Savior?  Verses 3, 5 & 15, make it clear that before 
Jesus talked with Nicodemus he was already lost.  Verse 18 makes it clear that the world was 
already perishing before the light came into it, Ephesians 2:12.

7. Men love the darkness and hate the light, v 19-20.  This is what Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 
5:20-23; 8:19-20; 50:11.  Why do they love the darkness?  Because their deeds are evil, v19. 
Why do they hate the light?  Because it would expose their deeds as evil, v20.  John teaches us 
why the immoral elite in our country want the Bible out of sight and out of hearing.  You need to
pray that the Holy Spirit would turn many to the light.  Unless He does they will never turn.

8. Romans 1:32 is simply a method for putting out the light!  Why do wicked men seek 
to pervert others to their wickedness?  Because it removes the discomfort of their consciences 
that a righteous example would bring to their consciences.  Your righteous living is a powerful 
witness to the light!  Pilgrim’s Progress, illustrates this well upon Christian’s first steps in 
pilgrimage, pp 1-5, and later with Hopeful’s testimony of how he came to believe, pp157ff.

9. What is your duty in the wake of this?  Ephesians 5:6-12 tells you what to do.  How do
you do this?  John tells you in verse 21, come to the light.  Long for the pure milk of the Word 



studying it so that it transforms your mind and you are not conformed to this world.  You ought 
to “practice the truth,” v 21.  Your whole heart (mind, will, affections) is to be brought into 
captivity to Jesus.  You must think the way Jesus thinks.  You must do the things Jesus 
commands.  You must love what Jesus loves and hates what Jesus hates.  In this manner you 
will be the light of the world, Matthew 5:14.

10. You must discern that among the sin which yet remains in your regenerate heart, 
for your perfection is not to come until you are called to your heavenly home, is this 
aversion to the light.  What do I mean?  Your heart, and mine, still have some desire to walk in 
the darkness, to walk in the way of the world.  We want our opinions, our way of thinking, our 
way of living to be in conformity with the world.  We want to be like those around us!  "Say it 
isn't so!"  Ask yourself in close communion with the Holy Spirit, "What are my particular views 
respecting right and wrong, righteousness and wickedness, for which I can not give a Biblical 
defense?"  If not the Bible, then what is the source of your particular views?

11. Lastly, we have noticed that the antithesis between Nicodemus and Jesus was that for 
Nicodemus religion was naturalistic (man can do it) but for Jesus religion was supernatural (God 
must do it).  Do not miss what John gives as the reason believers come to the light: in order 
that your deeds may be exposed as having been worked by God.1  In other words to prove 
supernaturalism!  All glory goes to God in the salvation of sinners.  This gratitude is the main 
spring of all love and obedience.  You love the light because God caused you to love the light.2

1 John 3:21
2 2 Corinthians 4:6-7


