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Introduction: We live in an age marked by the short term.  History is ignored, the future trivialized.  
The present is the only concern so our culture is given to fads, to instability and to imbalance.  The 
Church has been influenced by this same deformity.  This imbalance and loss of perspective is seen in 
the absolutizing of God’s love.  God’s love has been torn from its context in God’s holiness, justice 
and power.  It is an abstraction without any real effectiveness.  It is a lie which is damning many 
misled people.  John, "Apostle of Love", speaks to us of the wrath of God.  Is it real?

1. Note well the context and balance of John’s presentation of the Gospel as he labors to 
bring you to belief in Jesus as the Christ.  He speaks of the supernaturalness of true religion, vv1-15.  
He speaks of the love of God for sinners, vv16-21.  He speaks of the joy of the Friend of the 
Bridegroom, vv22-30.  Now he speaks directly of the wrath of God, vv31-36.

2. Why should God be filled with wrath against sinners?  John gives us several reasons in
these verses.  (1) He has revealed His law for your obedience, v31 and Hebrews 2:1-3; 12:25. (2)
God Himself in the flesh has revealed His law for your obedience yet sinners still reject the word, v32. 
(3) Those who believe affirm that God is truth hence those that remain in their unbelief are affirming 
that God is a liar, v33. (4) God has equipped witnesses by His Holy Spirit, v34. (5) The Father loves 
the Son, v35.  How else ought He to respond to those who call Him false and reject His Son?  See 
Matthew 21:33ff, Parable of the Landowner.

3. Our concern with the wrath of God is not only future but present.  John uses the present
indicative of the verb in verse 36, “the wrath of God abides on him.”  The reality of God’s wrath had 
been implicit in each of the previous sections (Nicodemus, John’s commentary, baptizing of 
repentance).

4. The wrath of God is real and it is a fundamental doctrine of true religion.  Integrity in 
dealing with the Word of God demands this doctrine.  Its linkage with other major doctrines 
demonstrates that an error here will multiply itself in other areas of truth.

5. It is linked with the doctrine of the atonement - if there is no eternal punishment then why
did Jesus die for us on the cross?  What did Jesus undergo on the cross if not the wrath of the Father?  
Romans 3:21-26, propitiation presupposes God’s righteous wrath against sinners.

6. It is linked with the doctrine of God’s Word - if there is no eternal punishment then what
must we say about those in the Bible who teach it?  Jesus spoke more on this subject than any other 
subject in the NT record, Mark 9:42-50; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10.

7. It is linked with the doctrine of God - the degree of an offense is related to the honor of 
the offended person.  Indeed this is the very impression which John seeks to make upon sinners who 
reject the witness of Jesus, vv31-35.  His holiness, righteousness and justice demand wrath.1

8. It is linked with the doctrine of providence - when and how will the sufferings and
oppressions of this world be finally settled with justice?2  Eternal punishment is the vindication of  
God’s honor and His moral government of creation.  Psalm 73; Revelation 20:11-15.

1 Hebrews 2:1-4
2 Romans 3:25-26



9. It is linked with the doctrine of Christian charity - Saints do not take vengeance because
we are assured God will do so, Romans 12:19; Nahum 1:5-6.      1 Corinthians 11:32

10. What use does the Bible make of this doctrine of God’s wrath?  Many reject it as a
base and low motive for scaring people to Jesus.  But Jesus Himself uses Hell as a powerful incentive 
to conversion, Matthew 7:13ff.  Isn’t this precisely what the prophets did threatening judgment but 
calling Israel to repentance?3  Doesn’t John do this in John 3:16; 36? In Numbers 21 there would have 
been no looking to Jesus as the bronze serpent without the viper’s bite!

11. The doctrine of God’s wrath is made a powerful incentive to continuing mortification
of sin, Matthew 5:29ff; 18:8-9; Mark 9; Romans 8:13.

12. The doctrine of God’s wrath is used to provide a major aspect of comfort to suffering
saints, 2 Thessalonians 1:4-9; Revelation 19:1-4; Psalm 73.

13. The wrath of God is an integral part of the Biblical presentation of the gospel, John
3:16, 36; Romans 2:2-16.  May God cause you and me to determine that we will present the gospel as 
He has presented it.  May we repent of the arrogance that assumes we can do present the gospel better 
than God has done in His written Word.

14. You who love the Lord Jesus ought to walk in His fear.4  You should know your God and have 
a holy terror of doing what displeases Him who gave His only begotten Son in order that you might not
perish but have life everlasting.5

3 Joel 2:13-14;  Ezekiel 33:11
4 2 Corinthians 7:1;  Ephesians 5:21;  6:5;  Philippians 2:12;  Hebrews 12:28;  1 Peter 1:17;  2:17-18
5 John 3:16


