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Introduction: The heart of the gospel is the work of Jesus Christ on the cross.  The ground of 
your hope is Christ crucified.  Your assurance and your exultation in God is absolutely 
dependent upon the work of Christ on the cross.  It is essential that the cross work of Jesus not be
vacated of its Biblical meaning!  

1. In John the Baptist’s identification of Jesus he is declaring Jesus to be the Savior of
Jews and Gentiles.  The great import of the word he uses, “world” declares that Jesus is not just 
a tribal deity who saves one tribe of all the world.  So there is hope for any sinner here!

2. The first principle of interpreting the Bible is that you must bring the light of the entire
Bible to bear upon the verse you are studying.  There can be no contradictions because God is 
truth.  Doing that last Sunday we noted that the word, “world” cannot be understood to mean 
each and every person who has or will live for the Bible clearly teaches that many do go to hell,
Matthew 25:46; Revelation 20:15.

3. But then some, insisting that “world” must be understood of each and every man ever to
live, dodge universalism by denying the work of Christ actually redeems, declaring it to be 
hypothetical.  This utterly vacates the Biblical meaning of Christ’s cross work destroying the 
supernaturalism of the gospel and thereby destroying grace with works.

4. The particularistic language of the Bible teaches the definite redemption.  Jeremiah
31:31 & Hebrews 9:15 (true house of Israel); Matthew 1:21 (His people); John 10:11, 14-15 (His
sheep); John 15:13 (His friends); Ephesians 5:23, 25 (the body, the Church); Romans 8:31-33 
(the elect); Isaiah 53:12 & Matthew 20:28 (many); Titus 2:14 (us).

5. The providential reality of the limited number of people who hear the gospel implies
the definite redemption.  One must hear the gospel to be saved, Ephesians 2:12; Romans 10:14.  
How could God have sent His Son to save people whom God ordered by His providence never to
hear the gospel so as to be saved?

6. The Father’s particularistic will regarding salvation teaches definite redemption.  
John 6:34-40, shows that Jesus’ will agrees with the Father’s will.  The unity of the Godhead.

7. If Christ definitely saves sinners then all whom He saves must be saved.  Which 
means He does not in fact save all sinners, there will be sinners in Hell, and further He had no 
intention of saving those ultimately in Hell.  If salvation is all in His hands and some are not 
saved whom He intended to save then we are left to contemplate the absurdity of who or what 
was able to hinder the work of Christ disappointing Him in His will.  Some dodge this issue by 
denying that salvation is alone the work of God and teach that it is mostly the work of God with 
a little work of man.  Thereby “protecting” God from the “fault” of not saving some by laying 
the ultimate responsibility for their salvation on the sinner, not on God.

8. But does this dodge really leave God off the hook?  No.  For God could have used His 
divine power to effect the salvation of each and every person but He chose not to do so while 
fully aware of the ultimate consequences in the damnation of some.  He is God and therefore 
omniscient (knows everything).

9. Christ’s high priestly work is particular, teaching definite redemption.  A priest has
two major functions: to offer sacrifice and to intercede.  John 17:20-21 shows that Jesus does not
pray universally for each and every person but indeed for all kinds, types, tribes and tongues for 



He will save many from such.

10. A warning: do not attempt to pry into the secret things of God.  He will not allow you to
look into the Lamb’s Book of Life in order to see whose names are written in it from eternity.
Deuteronomy 29:29.  What does this mean for myself? For evangelism?

11. The consolation of the definiteness of Christ’s cross work.  In four successive
propositions Paul places the word for died at the end of each with particular stress in Romans 
5:6-8.  My friends, hypothetical universalism vacates all which Paul declares!  There would be 
no consolation for the saint if Jesus equally died for the lost sinner in hell.


