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Introduction:  Verse sixteen is the favorite verse of many Christians, and rightly so.  John, in full 
consistency with his announced purpose in writing his account of the Gospel, is declaring that Jesus is 
not a tribal Redeemer, but a worldwide Redeemer.1  As John will go on to demonstrate, Jesus is the 
Savior for elite Jews, example being Nicodemus, He is also the Savior for Samaritans, example being 
the prostitute at the well.2

1. Last Lord's Day we examined seven arguments that led us to the conclusion that these verses of
our text were not directly spoken by Jesus to Nicodemus, but are the Apostle John's inspired 
instruction directly for you regarding who Jesus is and how He was received by the world.  John is 
referring to the crucifixion as the illustration of the world's hatred of light!

2. We noted the significance of discerning that these verses are the commentary of John rather 
than the direct speech of Jesus to Nicodemus.  (1) First, this does not mean that these words are 
somehow less authoritative or less inspired.  The red ink is just as much the Word of God as the 
black ink.  (2) Second, we must interpret these words as originating in late 60's AD.  The reference to 
the world’s hatred of light must then be seen as culminating in the crucifixion of Jesus.  (3) Third,
the explanations John gives must be appropriate to his readers more than to Nicodemus.  Nicodemus
would be confused by the rejection of the light as at his time crowds were thronging to the Light!

3. Clearly the word, “world,” (kosmos), is a key word in verse 16 and one must come to a correct
interpretation of it to understand what is written.  “World” is used in different senses in the NT and 
particularly in the writing of John.  Compare this verse with 1 John 2:15!  (Romans 12:2) Plainly there 
are two senses of the word in just these two verses.

4. Many today take “world” in the distributive sense meaning each and every person who has, is 
or shall live on the face of the earth.  From this they derive their view that Jesus died on the cross 
equally for each and every man.  From this they derive two serious implications that are contrary to the
Biblical teaching: (1) Since Jesus did all He could do equally for every man then it is ultimately man 
who determines his salvation (naturalism); or (2) Since many go to hell for whom Jesus died we 
cannot understand what Jesus did on Calvary to be a payment for sin it must be something else.This 
something else is the false governmental view of atonement.  (This becomes the moral persuasion 
theory of modern liberalism.)

5. How then should we understand “world” in this 16th verse?  We should understand John to 
be using “world” in the sense of men corrupted and under the dominion sin.  This is the use in verses 
17-19; 6:33, 51; 7:7; 8:23; 9:39; 12:31, 46-47; 14:17, 19, 22, 27, 30; 15:18-19; 16:8, 11, 20, 33; 17:14, 
25.  Therefore Paul echoes John in 1 Timothy 1:15.  The wonder is that God sets His love upon 
miserable, ugly sinners.  There is hope for sinners in this gospel!  Hope for Nicodemus and the 
Samaritan prostitute.  John answers the nagging fear in the heart of the sinner who doubts that the 
gospel message is for such as he.

6. God the Father’s giving of His Son in the incarnation finds its climax in the cross.  It is 
pre-eminently upon the cross that the Father gave His Son.  Thus John is declaring that the cross is 
the demonstration of the Father’s love for sinners, Romans 5:8. John encourages the sinner and the
regenerate saint by clearing all doubt of the love of God the Father toward him.

1 John 20:30-31
2 John 4:4-42



APPENDIX    "World"  as used by the Apostle John

Joh 1:9  That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the WORLD.
Joh 1:10  He was in the WORLD, and the WORLD was made by him, and the WORLD knew him not.
Joh 1:29  The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the WORLD.
Joh 3:16  For God so loved the WORLD, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Joh 3:17  For God sent not his Son into the WORLD to condemn the WORLD; but that the WORLD 
through him might be saved.
Joh 3:19  And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the WORLD, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil.
Joh 4:42  And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have heard him
ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the WORLD.
Joh 6:14  Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that 
prophet that should come into the WORLD.
Joh 6:33  For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the 
WORLD.
Joh 6:51  I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall 
live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the WORLD.
Joh 7:4  For there is no man that doeth any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh to be known openly. 
If thou do these things, shew thyself to the WORLD.
Joh 7:7  The WORLD cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof 
are evil.
Joh 8:12  Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the WORLD: he that followeth 
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.
Joh 8:23  And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this WORLD; I am 
not of this WORLD.
Joh 8:26  I have many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the 
WORLD those things which I have heard of him.
Joh 9:5  As long as I am in the WORLD, I am the light of the WORLD.
Joh 9:32  Since the WORLD began was it not heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born
blind.
Joh 9:39  And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this WORLD, that they which see not might 
see; and that they which see might be made blind.
Joh 10:36  Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the WORLD, Thou 
blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God?
Joh 11:9  Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he 
stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this WORLD.
Joh 11:27  She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which 
should come into the WORLD.
Joh 12:19  The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? 
behold, the WORLD is gone after him.
Joh 12:25  He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this WORLD shall keep it 
unto life eternal.
Joh 12:31  Now is the judgment of this WORLD: now shall the prince of this WORLD be cast out.
Joh 12:46  I am come a light into the WORLD, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in 
darkness.



Joh 12:47  And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the
WORLD, but to save the WORLD.
Joh 13:1  Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should
depart out of this WORLD unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the WORLD, he loved
them unto the end.
Joh 14:17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the WORLD cannot receive, because it seeth him not, 
neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
Joh 14:19  Yet a little while, and the WORLD seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall
live also.
Joh 14:22  Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and
not unto the WORLD?
Joh 14:27  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the WORLD giveth, give I unto 
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
Joh 14:30  Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this WORLD cometh, and hath 
nothing in me.
Joh 14:31  But that the WORLD may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me 
commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence.
Joh 15:18  If the WORLD hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.
Joh 15:19  If ye were of the WORLD, the WORLD would love his own: but because ye are not of the 
WORLD, but I have chosen you out of the WORLD, therefore the WORLD hateth you.
Joh 16:8  And when he is come, he will reprove the WORLD of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment:
Joh 16:11  Of judgment, because the prince of this WORLD is judged.
Joh 16:20  Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the WORLD shall rejoice:
and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy.
Joh 16:21  A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is
delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the 
WORLD.
Joh 16:28  I came forth from the Father, and am come into the WORLD: again, I leave the WORLD, 
and go to the Father.
Joh 16:33  These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the WORLD ye 
shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the WORLD.
Joh 17:5  And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee 
before the WORLD was.
Joh 17:6  I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the WORLD: thine 
they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.
Joh 17:9  I pray for them: I pray not for the WORLD, but for them which thou hast given me; for they 
are thine.
Joh 17:11  And now I am no more in the WORLD, but these are in the WORLD, and I come to thee. 
Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as 
we are.
Joh 17:12  While I was with them in the WORLD, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I
have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.
Joh 17:13  And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the WORLD, that they might have my 
joy fulfilled in themselves.
Joh 17:14  I have given them thy word; and the WORLD hath hated them, because they are not of the 
WORLD, even as I am not of the WORLD.
Joh 17:15  I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the WORLD, but that thou shouldest keep 
them from the evil.
Joh 17:16  They are not of the WORLD, even as I am not of the WORLD.



Joh 17:18  As thou hast sent me into the WORLD, even so have I also sent them into the WORLD.
Joh 17:21  That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one 
in us: that the WORLD may believe that thou hast sent me.
Joh 17:23  I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the WORLD may 
know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.
Joh 17:24  Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they 
may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the 
WORLD.
Joh 17:25  O righteous Father, the WORLD hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these 
have known that thou hast sent me.
Joh 18:20  Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the WORLD; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in 
the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing.
Joh 18:36  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this WORLD: if my kingdom were of this WORLD, 
then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not 
from hence.
Joh 18:37  Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am 
a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the WORLD, that I should bear witness 
unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.
Joh 21:25  And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written 
every one, I suppose that even the WORLD itself could not contain the books that should be written. 
Amen.
1Jo 2:2  And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
WORLD.
1Jo 2:15  Love not the WORLD, neither the things that are in the WORLD. If any man love the 
WORLD, the love of the Father is not in him.
1Jo 2:16  For all that is in the WORLD, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life, is not of the Father, but is of the WORLD.
1Jo 2:17  And the WORLD passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God 
abideth for ever.
1Jo 3:1  Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the 
sons of God: therefore the WORLD knoweth us not, because it knew him not.
1Jo 3:13  Marvel not, my brethren, if the WORLD hate you.
1Jo 3:17  But whoso hath this WORLD‘s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his 
bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?
1Jo 4:1  Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many 
false prophets are gone out into the WORLD.
1Jo 4:3  And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and 
this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in 
the WORLD.
1Jo 4:4  Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, 
than he that is in the WORLD.
1Jo 4:5  They are of the WORLD: therefore speak they of the WORLD, and the WORLD heareth 
them.
1Jo 4:9  In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son
into the WORLD, that we might live through him.
1Jo 4:14  And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
WORLD.
1Jo 4:17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because 
as he is, so are we in this WORLD.
1Jo 5:4  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the WORLD: and this is the victory that 



overcometh the WORLD, even our faith.
1Jo 5:5  Who is he that overcometh the WORLD, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?
1Jo 5:19  And we know that we are of God, and the whole WORLD lieth in wickedness.
2Jo 1:7  For many deceivers are entered into the WORLD, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in
the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.
Re 3:10  Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of 
temptation, which shall come upon all the WORLD, to try them that dwell upon the earth.
Re 11:15  And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The 
kingdoms of this WORLD are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign 
for ever and ever.
Re 12:9  And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 
deceiveth the whole WORLD: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.
Re 13:3  And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: 
and all the WORLD wondered after the beast.
Re 13:8  And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book 
of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the WORLD.
Re 16:14  For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the 
earth and of the whole WORLD, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.
Re 17:8  The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go 
into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book
of life from the foundation of the WORLD, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.


