Q9D IN THE [IEE OF MAN - [ESSONS FROM GENESIS

God in the Life of Adam
Part 2: The Providing God
Genesis 1:26-2:15

John Owen Wrote:
Let it be admitted on all sides that God, by His right of creation, is the supreme Lord of all things.
Then their very existence consists in dependence upon Him. (John Owen, Biblical Theology, p22)

1 - God Provided Adam Food

Gen. 1:29 And God said, “Behold, | have given you every plant vielding seed that is on the face of all
the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast
of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything
that has the breath of life, | have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw
everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day.

Gen. 2:8 And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom
he had formed. 9 And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant
to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.

Side note:

Christians

John 6:30 So they said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we may see and believe you? What
work do you perform? 31 Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave
them bread from heaven to eat.”” 32 Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, it was not
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Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven.
33 For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”

34 They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 35 Jesus said to them, “l am the bread of life;
whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.

36 But | said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All that the Father gives me
will come to me, and whoever comes to me | will never cast out. 38 For | have come down from
heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who
sent me, that | should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For
this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have
eternal life, and | will raise him up on the last day.”

John 6:47 Truly, truly, | say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48 | am the bread of life. 49
Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died.

John 6:50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51|
am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever.
And the bread that | will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”

John 6:52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to
eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man
and drink his blood, you have no life in you.

54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and | will raise him up on the
last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink.

John 6:56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and | in him. 57 As the
living Father sent me, and | live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live
because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate,
and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.”

Gen. 1:29 And God said, “Behold, | have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all
the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food.

2 - God Provided Adam the Garden

Gen. 2:8 And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom
he had formed. 9 And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant
to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. 10 A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided
and became four rivers. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed around the
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whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx
stone are there. 13 The name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around the
whole land of Cush.14 And the name of the third river is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And
the fourth river is the Euphrates. 15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden
to work it and keep it.

Theologian Gordon Wenham wrote:

The garden of Eden is not viewed by the author of Genesis simply as a piece of Mesopotamian
farmland, but as an archetypal sanctuary, that is a place where God dwells and where man should
worship him. (TD Alexander, From Eden to the New Jerusalem, p21)

Parallels with the Temple

Parallels with Revelation

Rev. 21:1 Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And | heard a loud voice from
the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they
will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.

Rev. 21:18 The wall was built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, like clear glass. 19 The
foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. ....

Rev. 22:1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of
the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the
tree were for the healing of the nations.

Christians

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 2:19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up.”
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3 - God Provided Adam the Tree of Life

Gen. 2:9 And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.

Gen. 3:22 Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good
and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—"
23 therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which
he was taken. 24 He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the
cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.

Rev. 22:1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of
the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the
tree were for the healing of the nations.

Prov. 3:18 She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are called
blessed.

Christian

John 15:1 “| am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not
bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more
fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that | have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and | in
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless
you abide in me. 5 | am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and | in him, he it is
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is
thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and
burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done
for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 9
As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father’s commandments and
abide in his love.




