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Scripture Reading: 

Acts 9:   “17 And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, 
"Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you 
may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18 Immediately there fell from his eyes 
something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized. 19 So when 
he had received food, he was strengthened. Then Saul spent some days with the disciples at 
Damascus. 20 Immediately he preached the Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God. 21 
Then all who heard were amazed, and said, "Is this not he who destroyed those who called on this 
name in Jerusalem, and has come here for that purpose, so that he might bring them bound to the 
chief priests?" 22 But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who dwelt 
in Damascus, proving that this Jesus is the Christ. 23 Now after many days were past, the Jews 
plotted to kill him. 24 But their plot became known to Saul. And they watched the gates day and 
night, to kill him. 25 Then the disciples took him by night and let him down through the wall in a 
large basket. 26 And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples; but they were 
all afraid of him, and did not believe that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought 
him to the apostles. And he declared to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He 
had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. 28 So he 
was with them at Jerusalem, coming in and going out. 29 And he spoke boldly in the name of the 
Lord Jesus and disputed against the Hellenists, but they attempted to kill him. 30 When the 
brethren found out, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him out to Tarsus. 31 Then the 
churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were edified. And walking in 
the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied.” 

"Saul Returns to Jerusalem" 
We have been studying and reflecting on the conversion of Saul of Tarsus, who was God’s chosen 
vessel to be the Apostle to the Gentiles!  We considered his conversion from a human standpoint as 
he was struck down on the road to Damascus and cried out Lord what do You want me to do and 
then obediently went to Damascus to wait there for Ananias:  Here we learned the lesson of 
obedience  We then considered his conversion from God’s perspective where He elected a stubborn 
enemy of   Church as His chosen vessel…   Here we learned the lesson of God’s sovereign control 
over all things.  Last week Mike taught us about how the conversion of Saul should remind us of the 
importance of our encounter with Jesus and I want to thank him for that fine message. 

Remembering that Luke is giving us an orderly account of what happened, we will now turn to 
Saul’s return to Jerusalem which is something Luke purposely focuses our attention on. 

� We must remember that Luke is not giving us an exhaustive historical record… 

In fact he does not even mention Saul’s time in Arabia which could have lasted up to three years:   
Something we learn about from Paul himself in the first chapter of Galatians. After we leave Saul at 
this point, we will not encounter him again in Luke’s account until some years later when Barnabas 
searches him out at Tarsus. 

� And yet Luke does give us many details of Saul very short fifteen day visit to the City of 
Jerusalem! 

� So we will take some time to consider the lessons the Holy Spirit would teach us through 
what He inspired Luke to write! 
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--  This week we will look at what brought Saul back to Jerusalem and what he did during this 
short visit 

--  Next week, we will see that Luke brings his orderly account full circle with regard to the Church 
at Jerusalem:  With the return of peace & comfort to the Saints in that city. 

So Saul has been converted and as Mike rightly pointed out last week he had a real encounter with 
Jesus and began to preach the Good News. As we shall see this week, this was not met with cheers 
and celebration among the Jews in Damascus nor those in Jerusalem! 

� Saul proclaims and set about to prove that Jesus is the Son of God:  Their promised Messiah. 

The Jews had no problem believing in the coming of the Messiah, they just did not believe this man 
from Nazareth was that Messiah. We need to understand just how offensive such a claim was to 
them… Think of the reaction the Muslims had a few years ago when someone made fun of the 
Prophet Mohammed in a cartoon Or think about the reaction we often get today if we claim to 
know the truth… 

� The objective truth or what Dr. Francis Schaeffer would call true truth. 

We are allowed in our tolerant age to believe just about anything exept THAT:  You can say you 
have had visions, you can say that you draw VERY close to God during your meditations or that 
you study under the wisest of men… Just don’t say that it is anything more than your experience of 
truth!  In fact, you can even talk about and believe in Jesus as long as you follow this great commandment:   

� Keep your truth to yourself! 

You can believe whatever you want about Jesus… You can decide if he was a real person on not! 

You can follow any of his commands that you want in your life, just don’t suggest that others do the same.  

The problem is that this is not who or what Jesus claims to be: Jesus claims to be THE Creator 
AND sustainer of all the heavens and the earth:   

� This is not something we “choose” to believe, or even prove in the laboratory, it is a revealed 
objective fact! 

Jesus claims to be THE Messiah, the Savior of all the world, the one who died to pay the price for 
sin.   Again this is not something we “choose” to believe or not to believe, it is a revealed objective fact:   

� Jesus died on a REAL cross at a specific time in a REAL place in order to be able to forgive 
us our REAL sins!   

The cross is neither a religious symbol nor a religious experience… 

� It is an objective fact! 

And finally Jesus warns us that He is coming again to be the final judge of everyone, which 
REALLY goes against the grain of those in our modern world 

Just as He created the real world that we must live in and died on a real cross to pay the price of 
our real sins… 

� So He will REALLY come as the Judge and hold all men accountable for their actions and 
even thoughts in this life. 

This is what it truly means for Jesus to be the Lord of Lords and King of Kings:  Creator: Savior: Judge 

All objective realities that we must face and all objective things that are rejected by men who have 
not been regenerated by the Holy Spirit. 
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Saul was now such a regenerated man and he boldly went to his Jewish kinsmen and proclaimed 
the truth that Jesus the Nazarene WAS the one and only Messiah of Israel! 

� Ironically, Saul now receives the very same treatment that he had planned to dish out to the 
Christians at Damascus! 

The Jewish leaders team up with the civil authorities and make plans to put Saul to death… Saul 
escapes with the help of those he had ministered to and this leads him back to Jerusalem! 

I won’t have time this morning to consider all the images that Luke includes in these short 
accounts, but there are at least two that we do not want to miss… 

� The means of escape for Saul is one that should bring to mind a very familiar Bible 
account… 

Kids, where did we see some of God’s servants escape by being let down from a window on the wall 
of a city?   That’s right Rahab saved the Jewish spies in much the same way as these Saints save 
Saul. Rahab, an early Gentile convert who was placed in the very genealogy of Jesus as a reminder that 
God’s promise to Abraham was that his descendants would bring blessings to all the nations of the earth! 

� Now Saul of Tarsus, who is to be God’s Apostle to the Gentiles, is saved from an early death 
in much the same way! 

I am pretty sure Saul would have thought about this as he was lowered down in that basket, but 
even he did not yet fully understand his special calling to the Gentiles…   He was going back to 
Jerusalem; to the capital city of his people…  From our recent study of Romans nine we should 
remember that Saul loved his own people enough to be willing to give up his own salvation in order 
to obtain theirs! 

We must also remember that what Luke refers to as many days, was in fact close to three years… 

� Would those three years have reminded Saul of something?   

Yes, our Lord ministered for about three years teaching and instructing His disciples.  In writing to 
the Galatians Paul stresses that he received his instruction directly from Jesus as well and 
references this time spent in Damascus and Arabia.   When Paul makes the case for the 
resurrection, while writing to the Corinthians, he says that Jesus appeared to him last of all, as one 
born out of due time:   

� Saul was not taught and trained with the other disciples during our Lord’s earthly ministry. 

As he was lowered from that wall in Damascus, Saul may have reflected on  how he was now facing 
the same persecution the disciples faced after three years of walking with Jesus. Saul had been 
prepared to be the Apostle to the Gentiles and Jesus would make this very clear during this short 
visit to Jerusalem. As we have seen, right after his conversion Saul preached that Jesus was the Son 
of God in Damascus and in verse 29 we see the same in Jerusalem where Saul ‘spoke boldly in the 
mane of the Lord Jesus and disputed against the Hellenists!’ 

� Saul has come full circle returning to debate and witness to the very people who killed 
Stephen with his approval 

Even with one more powerful witness in their midst, a converted Saul of Tarsus who is now 
proclaiming that Jesus is the Messiah, these Greek-speaking Jews continue to harden their hearts 
and rather than repenting  and they now seek Saul’s life as well. 

� Not surprisingly, we will see this is all part of God’s great plan for His Apostle to the 
Gentiles. 
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We know from Paul’s writing to the Galatians that this trip lasted only fifteen days and we also 
know from Paul’s own testimony which we will study at length in chapter 22 of Acts that Jesus gave 
him a very important message during this time in Jerusalem. Before we review that message and 
see where Saul is sent, I want us to glean a couple of important lessons from these short accounts of 
the life of Saul… As we think about how Saul’s actions in both Damascus and now Jerusalem are 
described here by Luke, what example from our own experience comes to mind? 

� Isn’t Saul acting like one of those NEW Christians! 

You bet he is and I want to argue from the text and my own experience that we have a poor view of 
such enthusiasm today… Even here in the text, many would put off the preaching he did right after 
his conversion to some ‘new Christian syndrome.’  But remember Saul has been a follower of Jesus 
for almost three years when he comes to Jerusalem. 

� Why do we still see the enthusiasm of a new convert? 

� Perhaps we should consider the fact that this is how it should be! 

It also reminds me of something that happened in my early Christian days:  I was not converted out 
of those flashy gross sins like drugs or sex after reaching a low point in my life.   I was enslaved by 
the far worst sins of pride and arrogance and thought I was on top of the world, advancing at work, 
expecting the birth of our son David and living in a very nice Bay Area home.  My encounter with 
Jesus came on a road whose name I have forgotten where I was taking a walk near that nice home.  
I was a committed humanist who knew that evolution and time provided all the answers that we 
needed and yet here I was arguing with the God that I insisted did not exist!  I remember pointing 
out the homes of neighbors that I knew had REAL problems and explained that if God wanted 
something to do, He should help them. 

� Needless to say, that is one argument that I am very happy that I lost and I have served the 
Lord Jesus ever since! 

Not long after my conversion I was engaged in debates with my Sunday School teachers, reading 
Francis Schaeffer books, witnessing at work and being the general pest that new converts have the 
reputation for being.  A concerned Christian friend tried to assure my lovely bride that she did not 
need to worry about all of this telling her that I would mellow out! 

� When Linda recounted the conversation I can remember thinking for a moment and simply 
saying, “But honey, I don’t think that is Biblical.” 

� Here I am over thirty-four years later and I would still stand by that statement! 

I certainly have not lived up to that standard perfectly, but it is often my prayer that God would 
help me remember my first love… I pray that I will be able to have the same love and enthusiasm 
for Jesus and the sharing of His love when I am lying on my death bed as I did in those early days! 

Now so I not misunderstood, I am not suggesting that we are all to be a bunch of immature and 
obnoxious people who run around saying that we have no creed but Jesus! The challenge of the 
Christian life is to be just as excited at the end as we were at the beginning… 

� But all along this road growing in our understanding and maturity as we live in Christ. 

This is why the institution of marriage is so often used in the Scriptures to describe the work of 
Jesus in His Church.   

� This is why the Apostle John can refer to the Church as the very bride of Jesus. 
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There is nothing more exciting than watching a young couple in their first year of marriage!  There 
is nothing sadder than watching that love fade over time.  However, the surest way for that love to 
fade is for them to cling to it as the end all & be all of their relationship, forgetting to mature in that 
love.  Consider this wise observation from Alexander Schmemann in the chapter on the mystery of 
love from his book For the Life of the World: 

“In movies and magazines the “icon” of marriage is always a youthful couple.  But once, in the light 
and warmth of an autumn afternoon, this writer saw on the bench of a public square, in a poor 
Parisian suburb, an old and poor couple.  They were sitting hand in hand, in silence, enjoying the 
pale light, the last warmth of the season.  In silence: all words had been said, all passion exhausted, 
all storms at peace.  The whole life was behind – yet all of it was now present, in this silence, in this 
light, in this warmth, in this silent unity of hands.  Present – and ready for eternity, ripe for joy.  
This to me remains the vision of marriage, of its heavenly beauty.” 

� And I would add, this is a beautiful vision of the mature Christian walk. 

Here in Acts we see the young new convert on fire for the Lord!  If we turn to II Timothy, which 
may have been the final letter written by the Apostle Paul, we see him encouraging another young 
man to be strengthened by the grace of Jesus so he can entrust this grace to other faithful men who 
will be able to teach others. [ours is a generational faith!]  And in chapter four Paul reflects on his 
own life with these precious words,   “6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and 
the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” 

� We should faithfully pray that all of our ministries in this life, including our marriages, may 
end with such reflections as these. 

And so we are going to leave Saul of Tarsus for a period of time.   Saul faced fierce opposition to his 
preaching in both Damascus and Jerusalem. The disciples helped him to escape in a basket down 
the walls of Damascus and now they must take him by night to Caesarea and on to his home town of 
Tarsus.   Jesus had spoken to Saul during this short visit telling him “Make haste and get out of 
Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your testimony about me.” Of course Saul, like 
Ananias before him and many of us today, just had to argue with God:  Saul explained how he was 
in a great position to give a powerful testimony to the Jews about how he was saved by Jesus! 

� Jesus says, “Go, for I will send you far away to the Gentiles!” 

God will continue to instruct and mature Saul who will become Paul the Apostle and thru his 
missionary journeys the Holy Spirit will begin to spread the Kingdom to all the earth! 

This is the story of Acts; the true story of history; the great story of God’s salvation. 

� May we prove faithful in the part God calls us to play today! 

 

Communion Meditation:   I Corinthians 15:     
“Then last of all [Jesus] was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time. 9 For I am the least of 
the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 
But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored 
more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me…  [necessity of 
the resurrection] 20 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep. 21 For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the 
dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.” 
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