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KJV – Genesis 22:1-8 

 

“God Will Provide Himself” 

      Genesis chapter twenty-two is our lesson this evening, covering the call to sacrifice. Abraham 
goes from receiving a message from God of “in Isaac shall your seed be called,” to a command from 
God saying “take thine only son and offer for a burnt-offering.”  
 
     How does a person truly prove that they love and totally trust in God? The answer to this is clear, 
by simply obeying God’s Word regardless of the sacrifice. We are never too old in this life to face a 
new faith challenge or a new faith battle. These conflicts that we face will help us grow in the faith, 
and will build an even a stronger reliance upon God.  
 
     Who knows what mental anguish this command from God created in the heart and mind of 
Abraham. Everything inside of him must have had a natural tendency to rebel. These are the events 
within the first eight verses that we will discuss this evening as a part of this lesson. 
 

1. The Call to Sacrifice: Genesis 22:1-2 
2. The Choice to Sacrifice: Genesis 22:3 
3. The Country of Sacrifice: Genesis 22:4 
4. The Confidence of Sacrifice: Genesis 22:5 
5. The Courage of Sacrifice: Genesis 22:6 
6. The Curiosity of the Son: Genesis 22:7 
7. The Christ offered for Salvation: Genesis 22:8 

 
     We have followed the life of Abraham from chapter twelve. We have seen his doubt and 
development over the last ten chapters. It is here in chapter twenty-two after a series of several 
tests Abraham faces his final faith exam.  
 
     Abraham is well over the age of 100 when he faces this major and final test of faith. You can be 
certain that this will be a very comprehensive test he will either pass or fail. There is no middle 
ground or even gray area for this one. The basis for him taking this final faith test has been his 
entire life up to this point. 
 
     So far in tracking the life or Abraham, since the LORD God called him, he has been faced with 
eight serious tests. He has passed five and he has failed three.  
 

1. The Family Test: The calling of Abraham, will you leave your family and go out of thy 
country and from thy kindred and from thy father’s house? PASSED 
 

2. The Famine Test: Do you trust in God to provide for you or do you leave to sojourn down to 
Egypt during the famine? FAILED 
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3. The Fellowship Test: Because of the dispute between the herdsman Abraham had to make 
a choice, do I let Lot take first choice and trust God to take care of my household? PASSED 

 
4. The Fight Test: Fight a rescue for his nephew Lot, do I trust in God for the victory and go up 

against this army or do I just let Lot go? PASSED 
 

5. The Fortune Test: Do I take the fortune offered to me by the king of Sodom or do I trust in 
the LORD to supply my needs and refuse his fortune? PASSED 

 
6. The Fatherhood Test: I will have a son. Do I wait patiently upon the LORD to fulfill His 

promise, or do I take Hagar as Sarai has said and usher in this seed myself? FAILED 
 

7. The Fear Test: When faced in Gerar with king Abimelech, do I lie about Sara and say she is 
my sister, or do I tell them that she is my wife? FAILED 

 
8. The Farewell Test: Casting out the bondwoman and the son of the flesh. Trusting in God 

totally to take care of them as He had said He would do. PASSED 
 
     Now we come to this final exam: 
 
Genesis 22:1 

1 And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: 
and he said, Behold, here I am. 

     This test came about only after these things. This little prepositional phrase is critical to the 
narrative because it informs the reader that Abraham had many things come before to prepare him 
for this challenge of faith. After eight different tests, spanning within a period of roughly about 40 to 
42 years, Abraham has matured a great deal. This test is not given to a novice but now one who is 
seasoned in his faith. 

     This word tempt is not used in the context as one tempting one with sin but in a testing sense.  

     We know from the book of James chapter one that the LORD God will not tempt with sin, but He 
will test and try His Saints to work about great faith in the life of a believer. 

James 1:3 

3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 

James 1:13 

13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man: 

     After these things, God called and Abraham responded with; Behold, here I am. 
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Genesis 22:2 

2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of 
Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 

     God makes sure He emphasizes this point of the command deep into the heart of this man for his 
final faith test with the command to offer Isaac. 

- Your son; the natural born son of Abraham and Sara. 
- Your only son; the blessed son of the promise, his lifelong hope of the seed. 
- Whom you love; whom he loved dearly, after trusting in God for 25 years for his birth. 

     God tells him to take his son to the land of Moriah and offer him.  God required that this worship 
and sacrifice be made on His terms and not that of Abraham. Serving God has some sacrifice and 
God here demands total obedience. 

     Abraham does not select the place of worship and sacrifice but God tells him that He will tell him 
which one when he gets there. If a person is worshiping God on their terms, then they are not 
worshiping God at all. Because God is a spirit and He must be worshiped in spirit and in truth.  

Hebrews 10:25 

25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one 
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 

Genesis 22:3 

3 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with 
him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place 
of which God had told him. 

     The fact that verse three reveals Abraham “rose up early” indicates he was a man who 
immediately obeyed God’s word. He took Isaac and two of his young men with him and headed out 
to the place which God had commanded. 

Genesis 22:4 

4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off. 

     God required that this sacrifice be made at a specific mountain spot in the land of Moriah. This 
spot was a three day trip from Beersheba, which means Abraham had three days to change his mind 
about this costly sacrifice and turn around and go home. But he didn’t. He traveled all the way to Mt. 
Moriah to fulfill God’s command to him. 

Genesis 22:5 

5 And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder 
and worship, and come again to you. 
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     It is important to remember and point out this three day journey because many things had no 
doubt gone through Abraham’s mind. After leaving the two young men behind Abraham said to 
them: wait here, the boy and I will go up to worship and come again to you. 

     Three days of traveling in thoughtful prayer and meditation had brought Abraham to realize that 
one of two things would happen. We know this is Biblically sound because Hebrews chapter eleven 
speaks of this. 

1. Abraham believed that God would provide a lamb, thus he would not have to sacrifice Isaac 
as Abraham told the boy in Genesis 22:8. 

2. Or he believed he would have to go through with the sacrifice, but God would raise Isaac 
from the dead because he was the promised seed. 

Hebrews 11:17-19 

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises 
offered up his only begotten son, 

18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: 

19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him 
in a figure. 

     Regardless of how the outcome was played out, Abraham at this point was fully trusting in God 
that he and Isaac would come back down off of that mountain together, because of the covenant 
that God had made with him concerning Isaac and his seed. 

Genesis 22:6 

6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire 
in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together. 

     Regardless of what the little children’s Bible story books tell you, Isaac was not a baby or even a 
little boy. Bible scholars have estimated him at 15 to 17 years of age at this time and some even 
older.  Abraham took the wood for the offering and laid it upon his son Isaac.  

- Isaac carried his own cross up the hill of Mount Moriah.  
- Isaac carried his own cross up the hill to his death. 
- Isaac carried his own cross up the hill in obedience to his father’s will. 

Genesis 22:7 

7 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he 
said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 

     Proceeding up the hill in complete submission and obedience to his father, Isaac asks his father 
the question.  
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     All things have been made ready and Abraham is fully resolved to complete his mission. However 
the situation arouses the curiosity of Isaac, who realizes that all the implements necessary for the 
burnt offering are in place with the exception of the animal.  

     Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 

Genesis 22:8 

8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of 
them together. 

     Abraham answered his son with confidence and faith, and with the pre-figure of the sacrifice to 
come. He answered, My son, God will provide himself a lamb.  

     Himself a lamb, was a picture of the One who would come through the line of Isaac, Jesus Christ 
who was the only sacrifice sufficient to take away sin. 

     He too would carry his own cross up the hill, and he too would carry it to his death. He would do 
all this for the salvation of mankind in complete submission and obedience to his Father’s will; 
because this was to be the main event in God’s Sovereign plan for the Salvation of mankind. 

Revelation 13:8 

8 The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 

John 1:29 

29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world. 

 

 

 


