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In our last message from Zechariah, we studied the 4th chapter which 

related the 7th vision of Zechariah.  In that 7th vision Zechariah saw a 

candlestick and two olive trees.  In the study of that chapter we saw the 

vision pointed to the word of God to Zerubbabel.  We also saw the 

meaning of the two anointed ones (persons) by comparing it to 

Revelation 11.  These were the two anointed prophets of whom it is said 

in Revelation 11:4:  

Revelation 11:4 (KJV) These are the two olive trees, and the two 

candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. 

These two prophets smote the earth with plagues, shut heaven that there 

was no rain, turned water into blood, and killed those who tried to hurt 

them by the fire which proceeded out of their mouths.  They had power to 

do all these things during their 3 ½ years tenure, then were killed and 

their bodies left to lay in the street of Jerusalem for 3 ½ days, then the 

Spirit of life from the Lord entered into them and they were commanded 

to “Come up hither,” and were caught up in a cloud while their enemies 

beheld them.  Now we come to chapter 5 and the 8th & 9th Visions – the 

flying roll and the Ephah.  First, we shall consider the 8th vision in chapter 

5, verses 1-4. 

Zechariah 5:1 (KJV) Then I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and 

looked, and behold a flying roll. 

Zechariah lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold a flying roll.  

What did he see?  A flying roll.  The Hebrew word for roll is  מגלה 
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m@gillah meg-il-law’.  It is found twenty-one times in the Old 

Testament and is translated twenty times as “roll” and one time as 

“volume.”  It speaks of a roll, book, or writing. In this case, as we 

shall see it is a scroll which is the way writing was done by the 

ancient Hebrews. The roll could contain either the words of men or 

of God. 

Zechariah 5:2 (KJV) And he said unto me, What seest thou? And I 

answered, I see a flying roll; the length thereof is twenty cubits, 

and the breadth thereof ten cubits. 

And he said unto me, What seest thou? – That is, the angel 

who had been speaking to him previously asked Zechariah this 

question. 

And I answered, I see a flying roll; -- Zechariah saw a large 

scroll of parchment which had been rolled up, and is therefore 

called a roll, was now unrolled and expanded; this roll was flying 

upon the wings of the wind, carried swiftly through the air in open 

view; it was a roll, undoubtedly like Ezekiel's that was written 

within and without with lamentations, and mourning, and woe.  

CF:  Ezekiel 2:9-10 (KJV) And when I looked, behold, an 

hand was sent unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book was therein; 

10 And he spread it before me; and it was written within and 

without: and there was written therein lamentations, and 

mourning, and woe. 

I believe it was written with lamentations, mourning, and woe 

because of what follows. 

The length thereof is twenty cubits, and the breadth thereof 

ten cubits. – This records for us, the size of the roll.  Twenty cubits 

in length. The number twenty in scripture speaks of redemption.  

Ten cubits in breadth.  The number ten in scripture speaks of the 

law.  Consider:  Redemption and law. 
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Galatians 2:16 (KJV) Knowing that a man is not justified by 

the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we 

have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by 

the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the 

works of the law shall no flesh be justified. 

Scripture does not contradict scripture, so we know this is not a 

suggestion, by any means, that redemption is by the law.  It means 

something else.  What does it mean?  The next verses answer. 

Zechariah 5:3 (KJV) Then said he unto me, This is the curse that 

goeth forth over the face of the whole earth: for every one that 

stealeth shall be cut off as on this side according to it; and every 

one that sweareth shall be cut off as on that side according to it. 

 

Then said he unto me, This is the curse that goeth forth over 

the face of the whole earth: -- This tells us what the flying roll 

is.  It is the curse that goeth forth over the face of the whole earth.  

It is the law of God.  All that are under the law, are under the 

curse. When a curse is pronounced against any person, we are not 

to understand this as a mere wish - A curse was considered to 

possess an inherent power of carrying itself into effect. 

Romans 3:19 (KJV) Now we know that what things soever 

the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that 

every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become 

guilty before God. 

Galatians 3:10 (KJV) For as many as are of the works of 

the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is 

every one that continueth not in all things which are written 

in the book of the law to do them. 

This flying roll is a curse; it contains a declaration of the righteous 

law of God for man.  For if a man swear, if he steal, if he live in any 
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course of sin, he shall see the curse of the law is upon him. If I be 

wicked, woe to me for all this.  

1. Notice the extent of this curse; the prophet sees it flying, 

but which way does it steer its course? It goes forth over the 

face of the whole earth, not only of the land of Israel, but the 

whole world; for those that have sinned against the law 

written in their hearts only shall by that law be judged, 

though they have not the book of the law. Note, All mankind 

are liable to the judgment of God; and, wherever sinners are, 

any where upon the face of the whole earth, the curse of God 

can and will find them out and seize them. The vast length 

and breadth of this roll intimate what a multitude of curses 

sinners lie exposed to. God will make their plagues wonderful, 

if they turn not. 

2. Notice the criminals against whom particularly this curse is 

levelled. The world is full of sin in great variety. But two sorts 

of sinners are here specified as the objects of this curse:-- 

(1) Thieves; it is for every one that steals, that by fraud 

or force takes that which is not his own.  He also that 

robs his father or mother, and saith, It is no 

transgression (Pr 28:24), let him know that against him 

this curse is directed, for it is against every one that 

steals. The letter of the eighth commandment has no 

penalty annexed to it; but the curse shall definitely be 

on the thief – for in breaking one, he has broken all and 

has become a transgressor.  

(2.) Swearers. Sinners of the former class offend 

against the second table of the law, these (the 

swearers) against the first; for the curse meets those 

that break either table. He that swears rashly and 

swordsearcher://bible/Pr28.24
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profanely shall not be held guiltless, much less he that 

swears falsely (Zec 5:4); he calls down the curse upon 

himself by his perjury, and so shall his doom be. God 

will say Amen to his imprecation, and turn it upon his 

own head.  

Zechariah 5:4 (KJV) I will bring it forth, saith the LORD of hosts, 

and it shall enter into the house of the thief, and into the house of 

him that sweareth falsely by my name: and it shall remain in the 

midst of his house, and shall consume it with the timber thereof 

and the stones thereof. 

 

      I will bring it forth, saith the LORD of hosts, and it shall enter 

into the house of the thief, and into the house of him that 

sweareth falsely by my name: -- This verse speaks of the enforcing of 

this curse, and the justice of it: I will bring it forth, saith the Lord of 

hosts, Zech. 5:4. He that pronounces the sentence will take care to see it 

executed. His bringing it forth means  

(1.) It is a righteous curse, for he is a righteous God that 

warrants it.  

(2.) He brings it forth with power and orders the execution. 

Who can resist the curse which a God of almighty power 

brings forth? 

4. The effect of this curse; it is very dreadful, because it is > 

(1.) Upon the sinner himself: Every one that steals shall be 

cut off, not corrected, but destroyed, cut off from the land of 

the living. The curse of God is a cutting thing, a killing thing. 

He shall be cut off as on this side (cut off from this place, that 

is, from Jerusalem), and so he that swears from this side (it is 

the same word), from this place. God will not spare the 

sinners he finds among his own people, nor shall the holy city 

swordsearcher://bible/Zec5.4
swordsearcher://bible/Zec5.4
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be a protection to the unholy. Or they shall be cut off from 

hence, that is, from the face of the whole earth, over which 

the curse flies. Or he that steals shall be cut off on this side, 

and he that swears on that side; they shall all be cut off, one 

as well as another, and both according to the curse, for the 

judgments of God's hand are exactly agreeable with the 

judgments of his mouth.  

(2.) Upon his family: It shall enter into the house of the thief 

and of him that swears. God's curse shall break open doors, 

and cannot be kept out by bars or locks. There, in his house, 

where the sinner is most secure, and thinks himself out of 

danger,--there where he promises himself refreshment by 

food and sleep,--there, in his own house, shall the curse of 

God seize him; nay, it shall fall not upon him only, but upon 

all about him for his sake.  

Cursed shall be his basket and his store, and cursed the fruit 

of his body, De 28:17-18.  

The curse of the Lord is in the house of the wicked, Pr 3:33. 

It shall not only beset his house, or the one at the door, but it 

shall remain in the midst of his house and spread its 

malignant influences to all the parts of the house.  

It shall dwell in his tabernacle because it is none of his, Job 

18:15. It shall dwell where he dwells, and be his constant 

companion at bed and board, to make both miserable to him. 

Having got possession, the curse of God’s holy law shall keep 

it, and, unless he repent and reform, there is no way to throw 

it out or cut off the cause of it. Nay, it shall so remain in it as 

to consume it with the timber thereof, and the stones thereof, 

which, though ever so strong, though the timber be of oak 

and the stones hewn out of the rocks of the adamant flint, yet 

swordsearcher://bible/De28.17-18
swordsearcher://bible/Pr3.33
swordsearcher://bible/Job18.15
swordsearcher://bible/Job18.15
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they shall not be able to stand before the curse of God. We 

heard the stone and the timber complaining of the owner's 

extortion and oppression, and groaning under the burden of 

them.  

Habakkuk 2:11 (KJV) For the stone shall cry out of 

the wall, and the beam out of the timber shall answer 

it. 

While they were in their strength and beauty they supported, 

(against their will,) the sinner's pride and security; but, when 

they are consumed, their ruins will be standing monuments of 

God's justice and lasting witnesses of the sinner's injustice. 

Note, Sin is the ruin of houses and families, especially the 

sins of injury and perjury. Who knows the power of God's 

anger, and the operations of his curse? Even timber and 

stones have been consumed by them; let us therefore stand 

in awe and not sin.  God’s law is just and holy – and shall be 

executed by him without fail. 

Now, we turn to the 9th vision – of the Ephah in verses 5-11. 

Zechariah 5:5 (KJV) Then the angel that talked with me went 

forth, and said unto me, Lift up now thine eyes, and see what is 

this that goeth forth. 

 

The words of the angel that talked with Zechariah directed him lift 

up his eyes and see a new vision. 

Zechariah 5:6 (KJV) And I said, What is it? And he said, This is an 

ephah that goeth forth. He said moreover, This is their 

resemblance through all the earth. 

 



 

ZECHARIAH SERIES CHAPTER 5 THE 8TH AND 9TH VISIONS THE FLYING ROLL & THE EPHAH 

Page | 8 

The angel commands the prophet to lift up his eyes to behold 

another startling vision. What is it that he sees in this vision? 

Zechariah sees an ephah.  What is an ephah?  An ephah is a Jewish 

measure used as a standard for trade or commerce.  It is the same 

with the "bath" and held above seven wine gallons.   

Exodus 16:36 (KJV) Now an omer is the tenth part of an 

ephah. 

Ezekiel 45:11 (KJV) The ephah and the bath shall be of one 

measure, that the bath may contain the tenth part of an 

homer, and the ephah the tenth part of an homer: the 

measure thereof shall be after the homer. 

This is their resemblance through all the earth.  Note the word 

resemblance.  It comes from the Hebrew word “ עין ‘ayin ah’yin”  

which appears 887 times in the Old Testament and is translated as 

eye 495 times and sight 216 times.  I conclude, then, that the eyes 

of all the earth are upon this ephah. An ephah speaks of trade and 

commerce.  Commercialism is very prominent in Revelation in 

connection with the full measure of wickedness, the climax of 

ungodliness. In Revelation 18 merchants are mentioned who have 

grown rich through the abundance of her delicacies. Then the 

merchants are seen weeping, for no man buys their merchandise 

anymore. And then a long list follows, including all the articles of 

modern commerce. Compare this with the awful description of the 

last times in James 5.  

James 5:1-6 (KJV) Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl 

for your miseries that shall come upon you. 2 Your riches are 

corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. 3 Your gold 

and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness 

against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have 

heaped treasure together for the last days. 4 Behold, the hire 

swordsearcher://bible/Re18
swordsearcher://bible/Jas5
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of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is 

of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which 

have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth. 

5 Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; 

ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. 6 Ye 

have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist 

you. 

Rich men are commanded to weep and howl, for miseries are come 

upon them. They heaped treasure together for the last days, and it 

was a heaping together by fraud, dishonesty in keeping back the 

hire of the laborers. They lived in pleasure (luxuriously) and were 

wanton. Indeed, here is that burning question of the day, capital 

and labor, and its final outcome, misery and judgment upon 

commercialism, riches heaped up, and all in wickedness. In Hab. 

2:12 the woe of judgment of that coming glory of the Lord is 

pronounced upon him that buildeth a town with blood and 

established a city by iniquity! The people are seen laboring for the 

fire and wearying themselves for vanity. Luxuries increase, riches, 

etc., are mentioned in the second and third chapters of Isaiah, 

which are chapters of judgment. They show us that the climax of 

wickedness as it is in the earth when judgment will come, and 

Israel's time commences once more, will be connected with 

commerce, riches and luxuries. The ephah points to this. 

Zechariah 5:7 (KJV) And, behold, there was lifted up a talent of 

lead: and this is a woman that sitteth in the midst of the ephah. 

 

And, behold, there was lifted up a talent of lead: -- The talent  

is heaviest Hebrew weight. Here, being lead, it is obviously an 

undefined mass, which is used to seal the ephah. Lead is extremely 

heavy – as sin is said to be heavy – and is used to press down upon 

swordsearcher://bible/Hab2.12
swordsearcher://bible/Hab2.12
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the woman sitting in the midst of the ephah because it is placed on 

the mouth of the ephah. 

And this is a woman that sitteth in the midst of the ephah. -- 

Let us notice that in the midst of the ephah there is seen a woman. 

She is called wickedness. The Hebrew word wickedness is 

translated by the Septuagint with "anomia". We find that the Holy 

Spirit uses the same word in 2Th. 2:8, and then shall be revealed 

in the wicked one (anomia) whom the Lord Jesus will slay with the 

Spirit of His mouth. The woman in the ephah personifies 

wickedness. She has surrounded herself with the ephah and sits in 

the midst of it. Have we not here the great whore having a golden 

cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her 

fornication? Undoubtedly. This woman is the type of evil and 

wickedness in its highest form. Let us glance at that wonderful 

description of that woman in Revelation. She is the great whore 

sitting upon many waters. She sits upon a scarlet colored beast, full 

of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. The 

woman is arrayed in purple and scarlet decked with gold, precious 

stones and pearls. Upon her forehead is seen her name, Mystery, 

Babylon the Great, the mother of harlots and abominations in the 

earth. She is drunk with the blood of the saints. The woman in the 

ephah represents the same great whore, Babylon the Great. This 

becomes at once clear when we take into consideration that the 

woman in the ephah is carried swiftly away an a house is built for 

her in the land of Shinar, and it shall be established, and set there 

upon her own base. Now the land of Shinar is Babylonia. But while 

in Revelation 17 the mystical Babylon is seen, in the eighteenth 

chapter there is another Babylon, the final great political-

commercial world system; it is still future, not very far away, for we 

see that the trend of modern events is towards such a combination. 

The vision of the ephah and the woman evidently sealed up in it 

may denote the overthrow and judgment of the final Babylon. 

swordsearcher://bible/2Th2.8
swordsearcher://bible/Re17
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Zechariah 5:8 (KJV) And he said, This is wickedness. And he cast 

it into the midst of the ephah; and he cast the weight of lead upon 

the mouth thereof. 

 

And he said, This is wickedness. -- The wicked one, the man of 

sin and son of perdition, the Roman antichrist and apocalyptic 

beast; who, though the catholic pope is called by this title, "his 

Holiness", his true and proper name is "wickedness"; that wicked 

lawless one.  In these past days, we have seen his wickedness 

appear more than ever before except when his predecessors shed 

forth the blood of the saints killing them by the millions. Today, the 

Lord’s churches are waiting to see the revealing of this man of sin—

the antichrist, so we may know that we are in the day of the LORD. 

2 Thessalonians 2:8 (KJV) And then shall that Wicked be 

revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his 

mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 

Yes, this is wickedness itself, being extremely wicked, the epitome 

of sin and of all abominations.  

Revelation 17:5 (KJV) And upon her forehead was a name 

written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF 

HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 

And he cast it into the midst of the ephah; -- That is, he cast 

wickedness itself into the midst of the ephah. 

and he cast the weight of lead upon the mouth thereof. – 

Yes, to seal up the wickedness with the woman sitting in the ephah.  

A woman in the bad ethical sense, is always a symbol of that which, 

religiously, is out of place. The woman in Matthew 13:33 is 

dealing with doctrine, a sphere forbidden to her (1Ti. 2:12).  In 

Thyatira a woman is suffered to teach (Rev. 2:20).  The Babylon 

phase of the apostate church is symbolized by an unchaste woman, 
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sodden with the greed and luxury of commercialism (Rev. 17:1-6; 

18:3, 11-20). 

CF:  Matthew 13:33 (KJV) Another parable spake he unto 

them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which 

a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the 

whole was leavened. 

Zechariah 5:9 (KJV) Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, 

behold, there came out two women, and the wind was in their 

wings; for they had wings like the wings of a stork: and they lifted 

up the ephah between the earth and the heaven. 

 

Two women with the wind in their wings is the next thing observed 

by the prophet Zechariah.  It was a woman in the Ephah who was 

being carried.  We note that their wings were the wings of an 

unclean bird, strong, powerful, borne by a force not their own. They 

were being moved with power beyond their will, since the wind was 

in their wings; rapidly, unstoppable, irresistibly, they flew and bore 

the Ephah between heaven and earth. No earthly power could reach 

or rescue it. We think it was and is in the purpose of God who was 

the first cause of this movement by the women with wings. 

Zechariah 5:10 (KJV) Then said I to the angel that talked with me, 

Whither do these bear the ephah? 

 

Zechariah, seeing this, said to the angel that talked with him, 

Whither do these bear the ephah?  -- What was their 

destination for this ephah which contained wickedness itself? 

Zechariah 5:11 (KJV) And he said unto me, To build it an house in 

the land of Shinar: and it shall be established, and set there upon 

her own base. 
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And he said unto me, to build it an house in the land of 

Shinar: -- To build it (the ephah which bare the woman and the 

lead).  Please observe there is a woman in the ephah.  Is she not 

called that great city which commits fornication with the kings of 

the earth?  An house for commercialism as represented by the 

Ephah.  In the land of Shinar.  The word “Shinar” appears eight 

times in the Old Testament and is translated seven times as Shinar 

and one time as “Babylonish.”  The place where the tower of Babel 

was originally built was in Shinar.  In profane history, this plane is 

called Sumer.   

Genesis 11:1-9 (KJV) And the whole earth was of one 

language, and of one speech. 2 And it came to pass, as they 

journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of 

Shinar; and they dwelt there. 3 And they said one to another, 

Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly. And they 

had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. 4 And 

they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top 

may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we 

be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. 5 And 

the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the 

children of men builded. 6 And the LORD said, Behold, the 

people is one, and they have all one language; and this they 

begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, 

which they have imagined to do. 7 Go to, let us go down, and 

there confound their language, that they may not understand 

one another's speech. 8 So the LORD scattered them abroad 

from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to 

build the city. 9 Therefore is the name of it called Babel; 

because the LORD did there confound the language of all the 

earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad 

upon the face of all the earth.    
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And it shall be established, and set there upon her own base. 

– The house shall be established (prepared, readied, provided) in 

the land of Shinar – in Babylonia.  It is clear that the Roman 

Catholic system is identified with Babylon and much of its lies and 

deceptions originated in Babylon.  The house shall be upon her own 

base.  A base is a resting place.  Not on the base or resting place of 

God’s word, but on her own base, for the great harlot of Babylon 

(Roman Catholicism) holds that her tradition is superior to the word 

of God.  Brethren, it is wickedness!  This system in which is the 

blood of the prophets and saints has deceived the whole world and 

committed fornication with the kings of the earth.  She has made 

the merchantmen rich with her delicacies. 

Revelation 17:1-18 (KJV) And there came one of the seven 

angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying 

unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of 

the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: 2 With whom 

the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the 

inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine 

of her fornication. 3 So he carried me away in the spirit into 

the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet 

coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven 

heads and ten horns. 4 And the woman was arrayed in purple 

and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones 

and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of 

abominations and filthiness of her fornication: 5 And upon her 

forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE 

GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS 

OF THE EARTH. 6 And I saw the woman drunken with the 

blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of 

Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration. 

7 And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I 

will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that 
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carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns. 8 

The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend 

out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that 

dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not 

written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, 

when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. 9 

And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads 

are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth. 10 And 

there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the 

other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must 

continue a short space. 11 And the beast that was, and is 

not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into 

perdition. 12 And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten 

kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive 

power as kings one hour with the beast. 13 These have one 

mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast. 

14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall 

overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: 

and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and 

faithful. 15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou 

sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, 

and nations, and tongues. 16 And the ten horns which thou 

sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall 

make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and 

burn her with fire. 17 For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil 

his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, 

until the words of God shall be fulfilled. 18 And the woman 

which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the 

kings of the earth. 

Beloved, we have seen both the 8th and 9th visions of Zechariah – the 

flying roll and the ephah.  The flying roll speaks of God’s holy law which is 

a curse to those under it.  The ephah speaks of commercialism tied with a 
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false religion established on it’s own base (and not the Word of God) to 

which the whole world will lean toward and embrace. 

How about you – those of you who hear this message?  Do you realize 

that each and every one of us have broken the righteous and holy law of 

Almighty God?  Do you realize that, by breaking that holy law, you are a 

wicked sinner before God and are in danger of eternal perdition?  Do you 

hear the gospel which says that Jesus Christ died to save His people from 

their sins? Are you one of His people?  Do you believe Jesus is who he 

claims to be – the Son of the Living God, the Messiah, the Christ?  Repent 

of your sins; believe and be baptized.  Walk with the saints of God in His 

church.  I commend Jesus to you. 

 


