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Let's pray together.

Heavenly Father, this morning, we agree that which we've heard with our ears and sung 
with our mouth, that there is none that can compare to you and, God, forgive us in these 
recent days, if we've ever entertained the thought that anything or anyone could 
somehow even get close to who you are and who you should be in our life. And God, we 
know that your word makes it very clear that there's coming a day where every knee will 
bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. But in Psalm 138, you said 
that even your word is exalted above your name and, God, today I pray that we would 
bend and bow our knee, we would subject our heart, our mind and our lives to what 
you're about to challenge us with, convict us with, and encourage us today. O God, today
may we not see this just as a collection of words and verses from the ancient of days, but 
God, may we see this as you breathing, speaking into our lives this very moment. It is in 
the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

This morning, I want to encourage you to open your Bibles to the book of Job 39. Now, if
you're a guest or visitor with us, I want to welcome you to a journey not just through a 
very lengthy book of the Bible, one of the most well renowned famous characters of the 
Bible, a man by the name of Job. And when we hear the name Job, we think of suffering 
and pain and that's obviously what was initiated in chapter 1, the loss of his 10 children, 
the loss of his fame, his fortune, even in chapter 2, his own personal health. But as we've 
been walking through not only the text to Job, but understanding the character of Job, 
James 5 is true that he was a man of great patience. It's one thing to lose your family, it's 
another thing to lose your health and your wealth, but beginning in chapter 3, all the way 
through chapter 37, he has to endure that which oftentimes is worse than physical 
affliction, it's the emotional, mental, spiritual taxation on our life of not only having one's
dear friends, but having a community gather around, point their bony finger in his face, 
and declare that he is in error, he is wrong and they are the righteous ones. The majority 
of what we know as the book of Job is this great theological, if you allow me to say,  
tennis match going back and forth, these dialogues between these characters. But then 
everything changes in chapter 38. See, everybody's been speaking on behalf of God but 
then in chapter 38, God himself shows up and he does it in a way that only God could, he 
comes out of a whirlwind of the north, and the Bible says he speaks directly to Job. 
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Now, before we get to chapter 39, there are two things that the Lord says unto Job in 
chapter 38 that set the stage for the entirety of the rest of the book of Job. The first one is 
this: who is it that darkeneth his counsel without knowledge? Basically, what he's saying 
to Job is, "You have no idea what's been happening behind the scenes. You have no idea 
that I actually bragged on you. I declared that you were perfect, you were upright, you 
feared me and you removed evil from your life. Not only did I do it once, Job, I did it 
twice. And you have no idea that Satan accused you of only worshiping me because your 
bank account's full and your children are happy, and your wife is pleased. He actually 
accused you of idolatry and false worship that you somehow were this narcissistic 
believer. You have no idea, Job, what's been happening behind the scenes." 

And then the second thing, and it's one of those statements, I don't know if it's because I 
have three boys in the house, I just love it, he says, "Gird up thy loins like a man," and 
basically, what God is telling Job is to take that garment of the Middle Eastern culture, to 
pull it over his knees and the only reason that you would do that is so that you can move 
quickly, you can move expeditiously, you can engage in warfare, you can fight. And I 
think one of the challenges that we have before us today is to see chapters 38 and 39 
respectively not just as a series of 77 questions that God asked him, but really more God 
preparing him. If you allow me to say it, it's almost like the pregame speech. I mean, he's 
about to come off the ash heap, his sores are about to be healed, his resources are about to
double and it's almost as if he's saying, "Hey, you've got a big game ahead of you. We've 
got to make sure you're in the mindset and you're ready to do so."

Today in chapter 39, God is going to reinforce what's been happening in the entirely of 
the book and prepare him for future days. He's going to reveal that he is Job's sustainer 
and he has his provider. He's going to reveal that at any point throughout the story, he 
could have extinguished his life, or even, dare we say, made it worse. In the context of 
chapter 39, there is a slew of illustrations regarding what you and I know as the animal 
kingdom. I'm going to do my best today to segment that into five very specific 
illustrations that God is using, but really the challenge that he's laying before Job and 
laying before you and I today, is that oftentimes we question does God really care? Does 
he really want my life from our perspective to "be this miserable"? And here's what God 
is going to say to Job, "If you question my sustaining, if you question my provision, all 
you have to do is look at the creatures by which originally I gave you dominion over and 
if I take care of them, don't you think I'm going to take care of you?" In fact, kind of the 
parallel passage is in Matthew 6, Sermon on the Mount. Jesus Christ is communicating to
that audience, and he makes this statement, he says, "You know, the flowers of the field 
and the birds of the air have nothing to worry about when it comes to their clothes or their
food. Your Father in heaven feeds them. They have no thought. They have no worry 
about tomorrow. So why are you fretting?" This illustration that we're able to go out into 
the creation, into the creative order, and observe how God provides for that which grows 
up today and quickly fades away tomorrow, would he not provide for us his own crown 
of creation, his sons, his daughters, his children? 
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So in chapter 39, again we have what I believe are these five areas or segments and the 
first thing that God challenges Job with is the fact that his mere existence, the fact that he 
is breathing, the fact that he is on planet earth is really by the provision of God.  Verse 1 
he says,

1 Knowest thou the time when the wild goats of the rock bring forth? or 
canst thou mark when the hinds do calve? 2 Canst thou number the 
months that they fulfil? or knowest thou the time when they bring forth? 

God is alluding to what you and I know as the gestation periods of the animal kingdom 
and that's an interesting observation because on one end we have the rabbits who literally 
can go a month and that's about it, and then you've got the elephant that can have 
upwards of two years of a gestation period. And it's not just the link thereof but one of the
things that God is sharing with Job is there's a reason that God has put in the time that he 
has on the specific animals because of the environment, the fear of threat, whatever it 
may be, the way their bones are structured, that it would be different if every animal in 
every species gave birth in the same gestation period but God says, "No, they're all 
unique, they're all unusual, and it's all very strategic and very purposeful." 

Now I know in this passage he mentions the calves and he mentions the goats, and I 
never ever want to go "beyond scripture," but y'all in the mood to have a little fun this 
morning? See, Job lived in the Middle East. He lived in an area that I have visited at 
numerous times, and one of the things that I've noticed about where he lives is they have 
an animal there that we rarely get to see here that is humorous to see from a distance and 
not so friendly when you get up close. It's known as the camel. Now I know it's not 
mentioned, but I'm sure Job would have been familiar with the camel, at one point 
probably had an entire flock of them at his house. And so this morning I thought I'd show
you a quick video from the land down under about the gestation period of the camel. 
Watch this. 

[video clip]
Hello everybody. My name is Yasmin. This is my family camel dairy on 
the Sunshine Coast Queensland and here is another five things you didn't 
know about camels, pregnancy edition. Now it's been a hot minute since 
I've done one of these videos but seeing as we are fast approaching baby 
season here I thought this is the best time. 

Now number 1 is a repeat of a one that I've done in a previous video, but it
is still fascinating, and it blows everyone's minds. Camels are pregnant for
12 to 14 months, and you're probably asking why is it 12 to 14 months? 
Well, that brings me on to number 2 and number 2 is that camels can 
choose when to give birth. Yes, you heard that right. They can absolutely 
choose when to give birth. Camels can even be in the middle of labor, stop
labor, suck the baby back up, and then keep going until they feel it is the 
optimal time to give birth. 
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And what is an optimal time to give birth? Well, it really depends on the 
weather, it depends on the amount of feed that they've got around, if 
there's any predators hanging around, things like that. And it's quite funny,
you can really see the difference between a first-time mum and a second- 
or third-time mum. A first-time camel mum is probably going to hold on 
to that baby for the full 14 months because she's so freaked out and she 
doesn't know what's happening. But like a second or third or, you know, a 
seasoned mum, she will drop that baby at 12 months. She's like, "I'm over 
it. I'm done being pregnant. Let's go."
[end of video clip]

Now that just marvels me that not only is that gestation period different than other 
animals in the respective animal kingdom, but because of the likelihood of threat, 
weather, inclement conditions, God has even put within the camel the ability to either 
shorten and/or extend the gestation period so that they can be protected, provided for and 
sustained. Now again, I've not only ridden a camel, met a camel, I've been kissed by a  
camel and it is one nasty experience, on the side of the face, it got a whole tongue of 
beard. Yes, it did. But if God goes to that much trouble to make sure that a camel can 
bring forth its children at the right, don't you think he goes to greater extent for you and 
I? And that's what God is saying to Job here. He's going, "Just look around you whether it
be 28 days, whether it be two years, whether it is flexible, the very fact that you're living, 
you're breathing. I know that ash heap is not what you wanted. I know the sores from the 
top of your head to the bottom of your feet is not what you planned out for you, but 
consider the fact that your mere existence is because I have sustained and provided for 
you." 

We pick up the story in verse 6 and he moves on not just from the existence of the 
animals and the gestation periods but to the environments, the nesting places, the habitats 
by which they reside in, and speaking of those wild donkeys and such, it said, 

6 Whose house I have made the wilderness, and the barren land his 
dwellings. 7 He scorneth the multitude of the city, neither regardeth he the
crying of the driver. 8 The range of the mountains is his pasture, and he 
searcheth after every green thing. 

Basically, what the Lord is saying is there are certain mountain goats and other species 
that can live among the rocks and the hills where other animals cannot. The birds of the 
air put their nest high in the sky and the prairie dogs put it underneath the ground. 
Basically, what he's saying to Job is this, "Not only does every species come uniquely, 
but I've even taken a step further, I've created an environment for them that allows them 
to be sustained and be provided for based on the climate conditions, based on how I've 
designed their bodies and such." And what he's challenging Job and you and I today is 
simply this: that it's one thing to say, "Sure, I'm here because God has provided," it's 
another thing to say, "Even my environment is the way that it is because God cares and 
he wants to provide and sustain me." 
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This last couple of days I had the privilege of watching a documentary on our latest 
endeavor as mankind to look deep into space. For those of you not familiar, it's a 20 year 
plus project that was put together at the powers that be. We have sent a telescope way 
beyond what we know as Hubble of days gone by. In fact, this telescope is four times on 
the other side of the moon. It's looking into deep, dark space. It is seeing galaxies we've 
never seen before, stars we've never dreamed of. It is sending pictures that are 
mesmerizing. But as a part of that, one of the things these telescopes can do is they can 
measure the chemical elements that are on these variety of entities. And you know what 
they're excited about? They think they might have found somewhere, sometime that 
sometime back there was a molecule that looked like water somewhere. Have you ever 
thought of that? We spend billions and billions, if not trillions of dollars, wondering, 
maybe rightfully so, what might be out there. Have you ever thought about how special 
right here is? I mean, think about the environment that God has given us. Just the right 
temperature unless it's summer in Alabama, it's just the right temperature everywhere 
else. We have the right means of distance from the sun, the stars, other planets and such. 
In fact, even though we gripe about the heat, we complain about the cold, the wet, the 
drought, whatever it may be, can we all just agree our environments a whole lot better 
here than it would be on Jupiter? 

We're alive and breathing because he put us here and it goes beyond just "planet earth." 
In fact, the Bible addresses that even where you and I today specifically is because of his 
provision when it comes to our environment. Now there is a great saga in the book of 
Genesis regarding whom we know as Abraham and Sarah. I'm sure you're familiar with 
the story. God comes to Abraham and says, "I want to begin the lineage of the Messiah. I 
need you and your wife though you're well past age, to go to a land you've never heard 
of, you've never seen, and I need you, even at your age, to bear a child of promise." We 
know him as Isaac. He would have Jacob, the 12 tribes. But what did Abraham and Sarah
do? They questioned God's provision. "There is no way. We have been members of the 
AARP for 30 years. There's no way that we can have a child." So in doubting God's 
provision and his ability to sustain, what did they do? Had this brilliant idea, please note 
the gift of sarcasm, "Hagar. She's young, she's of age. Let's have a child with her." The 
child that came was by the name of Ishmael, and for those you don't know, Ishmael and 
Isaac to this very day are the Hatfield and the McCoy's of the Bible. They are still 
fighting. They're still arguing. They make the news every single day. 

But here's what's fascinating. You may not know this, but one of the first blessings in the 
Bible is actually to Ishmael and Hagar. That's right. She's been kicked out of camp 
because, of course, after this brilliant idea, Sarah didn't want her around. Ishmael is 
growing up. She's afraid he's going to die. They're sitting under a bush. She can't look at 
it. She can't bear it. So what happens? The Lord shows up and he blesses not only Hagar 
but Ishmael and here's what he says, "This man will grow up to be a mighty man, a 
warrior man who other men fear, and the wilderness will be his dwelling." If you don't 
believe in that biblical truth, just go over to the eastern world. There are billions of people
who are the descendants of Ishmael who can make a living in a cave that you couldn't 
survive for one day. But God said, "I've got an environment for them." 
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On the other hand, what did he say to Jacob? You do remember that, Jacob, and forgive 
the phrase ,was a mama's boy. It was him and mama that contrived this idea, and so 
because he struggled in all this, what did God say? "Okay, you're not going to have to 
find your food. I'll just miraculously bring it to you. wherever you go, you'll always have 
food, it will always be plush," and to this very day where we find the descendants of 
Isaac and Jacob, the land flows with the proverbial milk and honey, where you find the 
descendants of Ishmael, it is nothing but rocks and caves. They could not survive in the 
other environment, but God made it just for them. There's a reason that most of you live 
in this place and at this time because without air conditioning, you would die and God 
said, "I got them. I know them. I'll take care of them." Even the nest of the air and the 
holes of the ground God has purposed. How many times have we said, "O God, why 
now?" I don't want to go back to the "good old days,"  because they weren't near as good 
as we think, we'll discuss that in a moment. 

And then in verse 9, we deal with what I call these "enemies." I'll explore that in just a 
moment. We're going to read about and some of your Bibles it would talk about a 
unicorn. Don't panic. We're not thinking fantasy there. Think a large animal with one 
horn. Some of your Bibles will read ox, etc. It says,

9 Will the unicorn [or the ox] be willing to serve thee, or abide by thy 
crib? 10 Canst thou bind the unicorn with his band in the furrow? or will 
he harrow the valleys after thee? 11 Wilt thou trust him, because his 
strength is great? or wilt thou leave thy labour to him? 

In other words, what it's saying here these large animals that provide such great benefit in
the field and even at times protection for property, they have horns, they have strength. 
We respect them in the field but there is none of us with any sense or sensibility that 
would ever decide that that animal and your newborn baby should share a room. Isn't that
what he says. Do you trust this beast not just to the labor of the field, but to your crib?  

Now we can laugh about camels all day long, and the fact that if they don't think the 
environment is safe enough, they can prolong or expedite the child birthing experience, 
but obviously some of you have never looked at yourself in the mirror when you're in 
your third trimester buying for your soon to be first child. It is amazing that what you do 
to that nursery, I don't think a nuclear bomb could penetrate it. I mean, you go to extreme 
measures and today we not only have ways of protecting against electricity and all kinds 
of crazy things that can happen in the room in some abnormal way, but we even have 
monitors and devices so that you can see what is happening in that baby's room. Can you 
imagine mamas, daddies, we lose our mind if older brother or sister or the dog gets out 
and goes and disturbs their sleep. We go nuts. Can you imagine coming home and guys, 
please note again the gift of sarcasm, "Baby, I've made a decision. I've made a decision 
that the ox and our newborn baby, they're going to share the same room from now on." 
You'd never do it, would you? You know what the Lord is saying? "I didn't do that to you
either." 
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You know, one of the things the Lord has done is not only given us the mobility that we 
have as humanity, the wisdom and hopefully the knowledge, that we panic when we see a
snake because they're not supposed to dwell with us. We panic in the middle of the night 
when we hear the coyotes, which, by the way, sounds like two dozen when it's only about
two or three. We go into panic mode because we know they're not supposed to be in here 
and one things God is saying, he's saying, "Job, I created everything out there in such a 
way that not only is your environment protective of you, your existence protective of you,
but all these creatures, all these animals that you would never bring inside your home, 
much less your baby's nursery, I have made sure that they have elements and such that 
they don't want to be inside your house. They don't desire to be inside your house. They 
have their own place. I have set-up a means." Now, by the way, I don't mean to go there, 
but it is very well known in this great state, we actually have an annual event in the state 
known as a rattlesnake roundup. You do know that you have to go chase them down, they
don't show up in your living room, right? I've never understood why we would want to 
chase down an animal to catch which we would never allow in our own home. And that's 
what the Lord is saying, "Job, I've taken care of you. I've taken care of these things." Can 
you just imagine Job sitting on the ash heap going, "I've never thought of this. I've never 
even considered this." And what the Lord is doing, he's just repetitively saying, "I've got 
you. I'm taking care of you. Things I'm bringing up you've never worried about before 
because behind the scenes, I took care of it all." 

Then we get to verse 13 and I'm going to use the word, the experience that Job has had, 
and really, it's a lack thereof. Verse 13. It says,

13 Gavest thou the goodly wings unto the peacocks? or wings and feathers
unto the ostrich? 14 Which leaveth her eggs in the earth, and warmeth 
them in dust, 15 And forgetteth that the foot may crush them, or that the 
wild beast may break them.

Now this is an interesting train of thought because here's what the Lord is saying there 
are these animals out there known as the ostrich and they are so lacking wisdom. Now, I 
know you're thinking, "What do you mean they're lacking wisdom?" Go down to verse 
17. Listen to what the Lord says. 

17 Because God hath deprived her of wisdom, neither hath he imparted to 
her understanding. 

Can I speak southernese? This bird's dumb, alright? He says this bird is so lacking 
intelligence and wisdom, it will leave its eggs right out in the middle of the traffic of life  
where animals can step upon, where scavengers and even men can prey upon. Or at best, 
it'll hide it under the dust. You know what God is saying? He's saying, "You know, I 
make sure that even the foot traffic of life that they go around. I protect the most fragile 
of eggs of the most unwise of animals because I'm that type of sustaining God. And if I 
do that, don't you think I can take care of you?" 
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Let me illustrate. I believe, and by the way, this may sound somewhat arrogant and pious,
but I believe it, I believe that there was the "greatest generation" of years ago, but my 
generation may be the last "tough generation." You say, "What do you mean, tough 
generation?" Because we did not have nor did we utilize the means of protection that are 
often garnered to young children and even adults today. In fact, there were times where 
we would make our way hundreds of miles to see our family. I didn't have a child seat, a 
four-part harness. Oh no. I laid in the floorboard six inches from the drivetrain. Oh, that's 
right. Think about that and the car my parents were driving didn't even have seatbelts. No
seatbelts. You say, "Well, the speed limit was lower." You didn't know my daddy. It was 
always a race. How quick can we get there, and then usually how quick can we leave? 
But that's a whole other story. No seatbelts, no car seats. Check this out, my friends and I 
would come home after school and we would put trash cans, metal trash cans in the alley,
jump our bikes over them, and didn't even know what a helmet was. And guess what? I'm
alive. Now some of y'all would question my intelligence level, but I'm here. I got news 
for you, we used to eat food without the ingredients listed. When I was growing up, I 
thought MSG was Madison Square Garden where they played basketball. I mean, we ate 
things that today like, "Oh my goodness, you put that in your mouth! You traveled that 
speed in that condition!" As humorous as that may sound, can I tell what God's saying? 
God's saying, "You know, you're going 70 miles an hour six inches from a drivetrain. 
You don't have a belt on. You don't have a helmet on. I got this. Just like an ostrich lays 
its eggs out and has no idea what is coming, I can protect, I can sustain you."

Now don't get me wrong, I'm all for all the safety that we've implemented but all that 
being said, isn't in a marvel that any of us are here? I mean, you would think based on the
reports we're getting, none of us would have made it this far. Can I tell you how you did? 
The things you ate, the things you did, the things you didn't have is because God said, "I 
got this. I take care of the ostrich. I take care of the peacocks. I take care of delicate eggs 
that are laying out in the open and make sure that the animals don't step on them. I can 
and have taken care of you." 

Imagine here is Job on the ash heap, horrible condition, things happening. It's almost as if
God is saying, "You know what? I could have extinguished you years ago. I could have 
taken you out long before chapter 1 and 2." I have this funny feeling because I'm a guy 
that Job started thinking about to his teenage years, all the crazy things that he had done, 
all the things that he knows he did that his parents hopefully don't know that he did. He 
starts thinking, "You know, it's a marvel that I'm still breathing. It's a marvel that my life 
has not been extinguished." God's saying, "If I take care of peacocks' and ostriches' 
delicate eggs, don't you think I can take care of you as well?" Do you see the case that 
God is building from the very way that we came onto planet earth, the environment we 
find ourselves in, the wisdom he gives us not to put opposite things or enemies in the 
path, and then this experience that in our lack thereof, he cares for us. I had a friend years
ago that used to make this statement: God takes care of children and fools, and none of us
are getting any younger. It's true, is it not? 

And then finally, there's this challenge, and in fact, you get to verse 19, in the majestic of 
animals, we're not talking ostriches and peacocks and calves anymore. Oh no, no, we're 
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going to talk about horses, that not only which is majestic to watch and to see, but it's 
been so valuable over the course of humanity. Verse 19. 

19 Hast thou given the horse strength? hast thou clothed his neck with 
thunder? 20 Canst thou make him afraid as a grasshopper? the glory of his 
nostrils is terrible. 21 He paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in his 
strength: he goeth on to meet the armed men. 22 He mocketh at fear, and 
is not affrighted; neither turneth he back from the sword. 23 The quiver 
rattleth against him, the glittering spear and the shield. 24 He swalloweth 
the ground with fierceness and rage: neither believeth he that it is the 
sound of the trumpet. 25 He saith among the trumpets, Ha, ha; and he 
smelleth the battle afar off, the thunder of the captains, and the shouting. 

Well, that's a passage. Basically he's saying when it comes to the horse, think about it, we
prepare this horse for great battle, we put weapons around it, we put a man on top with all
types of items and paraphernalia, and what do we tell the horse to do? Run into the thick 
of battle and don't stop. Don't let up. Don't retreat. Don't back up. And what does a horse 
do? It does exactly that. It says that a horse never gets scared and just shoves its head in 
the ground and says, "I can't go there." What does the horse do? It says, "It doesn't look 
pretty, it doesn't sound pretty, the trumpets therein, but I shall go forth."

This is a challenge. He's saying, "Job, in the endeavors that I have received," remember 
we're in chapter 39. Job can't see chapter 42 yet. He's about to have twice as much items, 
twice as much responsibility, twice as much authority, 10 kids are going to surface in 
some miraculous way. We'll discuss that when we get there. And he's saying, "Hey, you 
need to be like the horse. Gird up your loins. Trust me. Don't listen to the noise. Don't 
worry about what you see. Just keep on running. I've gotten you this far, I'm not going to 
let you go." By the way, as an aside, one of the greatest horses, shall we say, of all time 
that horse that not only won the Triple Crown, that horse that was known for all of its 
grandeur, the one the only Secretariat. You know what was said of him in one of his last 
races by the announcer himself? Verse 22, "He mocks at fear and not affrighted." You 
know, you would think that if you're in a race as a horse and you're winning by 30 
lengths, you'd pull up, wouldn't you? Not Secretariat. Secretariat said, "No, no, no. I was 
made to run. I was made to go. It doesn't matter what the sounds are. It doesn't matter 
what the sights are. I don't let the environment dictate what I've been called to do." And 
that's what God challenging Job with and today that's an encouragement for us. It's kind 
of that pregame speech of, "Hey, it looks bad out there. It sounds bad out there. There's a 
lot of things going on that make you nervous. I've gotten you this far. I'm going to take 
you further." 

I want to close today with one of my favorite scriptures. It's found in Jeremiah 12. Now 
let me remind you about Jeremiah. He's an unusual prophet. He not only spoke about 
going into captivity, he actually lived through it. He actually had to walk through that 
which he claimed was going to come on the rebellious Jewish people. Chapter 12, verse 
5, he makes this statement to the Israelites. He said, "If when running with the footmen, 
they shall weary you, how are you going to handle running with the horses?" Can I share 
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with you what God is saying? If you can't trust what's happened up to now, how are you 
going to go any further? If you can't look back and say, "Wow, look how God has taken 
us this far," how do you expect him to take you any further? If you get wearisome with 
the footmen, you get worn out with the today, how are you going to handle it when it gets
faster? How are you going to handle it when it gets more severe? You know, there's an 
old statement that's becoming more and more true every day: a Christian is a whole lot 
like a tea bag, we have no idea how strong you are until somebody puts you in hot water. 
And guess what? What God's telling Job is the water is about to increase. You're not 
going to have sores all around. You're not going to have friends criticizing you. But 
you're going to have twice the authority. Twice the responsibility. Twice the ability to see
that you are subject to what you have. He says, guess what? Look at the horse. Then 
listen to the sounds, then see the sights. It just runs, even though it has no idea what may 
befall it. It trusts the one who is guiding it. God says, "Job, I've had you ever since. I'm 
going to take you ever since. Trust me, I got this."

Let's pray with their heads bowed, our eyes close. As we come to this time in the service, 
you know, you might be that individual that up until this point has been saying, "You 
know what, I got this thing called life. I know how to live it. I know how to do it. I know 
what decisions to make." But even though I may not know the intricacies of your story, I 
can make you a promise, you've messed up, you've gotten burned, and you've had a 
whole lot of heartache. But maybe today, maybe today the Spirit of God has taken the 
word of God and said, "You know what? What you really need to do is just trust me." 
And that's really what Jesus Christ came and embodied for us, to trust him that we can't 
solve this on our own, to trust him, we cannot get our sins forgiven on our own. We can't 
buy it. We can't do it. But he can, and he did. In fact, the Bible says whoever calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved. Can I encourage you this morning, before I walk you 
through a possible conversation with the Lord, don't worry about the voices that you've 
heard, don't worry about the things that you've seen. In fact, the Bible says we walk by 
faith and not by sight. It's really simple this morning: do you understand that you have 
messed up and got a sin problem and then only Jesus Christ can fix it? The Eliphaz's, the 
Bildad's, the Zophar's, the Elihu's, they're going to try to talk you out of it but just like 
Job has his conversation with the Lord out of a whirlwind, maybe today the Lord has 
shown up in your life and said, "You know what? You need me. I've protected you. I've 
taken care of you but you've got the sin problem that if you don't allow me to bear the 
price for you. I've taken care of you in these days, but there is an eternity that is waiting. I
have taken care of it. I've paid the price. Will you trust me?" 

Again, the Bible says whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. Maybe that 
person today that just needs to cry, you don't have to do so out loud. It doesn't have to be 
a certain set of words said in a certain order. But maybe that individual said, "You know 
what, it's about time I quit trusting myself or the voices of others. I need Jesus." Can I 
encourage you just to have a conversation? Maybe your conversation goes something like
this. "God, today I realize I've got a sin problem that only Jesus can fix. God, I've been 
places I had no business being. I've done things I had no business doing. I've said things I
had no business saying and God, you know, I have thought things that should have never 
crossed my mind and because of that, your word says the wages, the result of my sin is  
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death. God, your word also says, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. God, today I believe. I believe that Jesus Christ is the answer to my sin 
problem. God, I believe that he loved me so much he came on my behalf. He loved me so
much he lived a sinless life on my behalf. God, I believe he loved me so much that he 
paid the price for my sin on his cross and three days later he rose from the grave so that 
the forgiveness of my sin and the salvation of my soul could actually be possible. God, 
today I don't have the answers to all the issues, problems that the world is struggling 
with, but there's one thing I know, I've got a sin problem that only Jesus can fix. God, I'm
not listening to the voices. I'm not paying attention to what I have and haven't seen. I'm 
just trusting that your word is true. I'm asking you to save me and the best way I know 
how, I just want to turn my life over to you."

With our heads still bowed, our eyes still closed. Maybe you're that person today who 
cried out to the Lord for the forgiveness of your sins, the salvation of your soul. In a 
moment, I'm going to pray for us. We're going to stand and sing. I just want to invite you 
just to step out and step forward. We got a whole team of folks here. We got a room set 
aside. We'd love to hear your story, celebrate with you, pray with you and pray for you. 
But maybe you're like those that we see and hear from every week, salvation has taken 
place, but believers' baptism, being a part of this great church, or maybe you just need to 
pray through or about something, we would love to be a part of what God is doing in 
your life this day. 

Heavenly Father, as we come to this time of decision, God, thank you that even as we 
look at these illustrations of animals and creatures that we question their cognitive 
ability and wisdom, that, God, you take care of them, God, you've taken care of us so 
much so that you were willing to give your only begotten Son so that we could have 
forgiveness, we could have salvation. God, if you are willing to save us from our sin, then
why would we question that you'll take us through whatever between now and then? It is 
in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
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