
Dispensationalism

{Part three}

Intro:

This evening we come to our third part of this review of Dispensationalism.

Our method has been to follow the writing of Charles Ryrie in his book Dispensationalism 
and seek to respond to its claims from a Reformed Covenantal perspective.

This evening we come to chapter 3 of this book which is entitled:

“What are the Dispensations?”

Firstly:

He begins the chapter by reaffirming the 3 points which are essential to the system.

He writes:

“The essence of dispensationalism is 

1. The recognition of a consistent distinction between Israel and the church, 

2. A consistent and regular use of a literal principal of interpretation 

3. A basic and primary conception of the purpose of God as His own glory rather than the 
salvation of mankind.” (pg 45)

Now,

We could spend time addressing all three of these points and challenge their legitimacy but 
we will do so in some detail in the weeks ahead.

Secondly:
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He addresses the issue of differing opinions within the dispensational camp and questions 
which are hard to answer.

He says:

“The difference of opinion as to number is not due to a defect in the dispensational scheme 
but rather is due to lack of detailed revelation” (pg 47) 

“The fact that there are questions is not the fault of the system but it is due to lack of detailed 
revelation.” (pg 51)

So:

If the defect or fault is not with the system where does he say it is?

In Revelation!

So the defect and fault is with scripture!  {According to his reasoning.}

Thirdly:

He deals with the seven so-called dispensations.

{We will not spend much time on the first four, but will look primarily at 5-7}

The names and characteristics of the dispensations:

1. The dispensation of innocency – Gen 1:28-3:6.

{Though on page 54 he says that this period began at Gen. 1:3}

2. The dispensation of conscience – Gen 4:1-8:14. 

{though on page 54 he says that this period began at Gen. 3:7}

3. The dispensation of civil government – Gen 8:15-11:9

4. The dispensation of promise or patriarchal rule – Gen 11:10 – Exo 18:27
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He writes:

“The responsibility of the patriarchs was simply to believe and serve God, and God gave 
them every material and spiritual provision to encourage them to do this.” (pg 54)

So:

We ask the question, what makes this dispensation so different from now?

Q. Is that still not our responsibility?

5. The dispensation of the Mosaic Law – Exo 19:1 – Acts 1:26 

(Though on page 54 this period ends in John 14:30)

He states:

“The people were responsible to do all the law (James 2:10), but they failed (Romans 10:1-3). 
As a result, they were many judgements throughout this long period.” (pg 55)

Q. Is this True?

He is wrong here in 3 points!

Note 1st;

James 2:10 is written to believers under what is the so-called dispensation of grace – see 2:1 
and following. 

Note 2nd;

What Paul condemns in Romans is not that they did not keep the law perfectly but that they 
even sought to be perfect by keeping the law! 

Now – if dispensationalism is true then this would be a wrong criticism!

Note 3rd;

God’s judgments did not come on the people because they did not perfectly keep the law of 
God!  But because they hated God and their neighbour!

Read Hosea 4: 1-8

He says back in page 49:
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“The prophets always called Israel back to the Mosaic Law, for this was the governing 
arrangement under which they lived during the entire period.” (pg 49)

Q. Is that true?

Q. Did they always call the people back to the Mosaic Law?

Read Jer. 29: 11-14

And Isaiah 55: 6-9

No!

They called the people back to God!

Then on page 50 he states what has to be one of the most disturbing doctrines of 
Dispensationalism.

Where he says that the gospel of our Lord is not the same gospel that is declared in the NT 
epistles:

He writes:

“A distinction between the Gospel of the Cross and the Gospel of the Kingdom . . . the 
Gospel of the Kingdom was preached by the Lord during His earthly ministry (Matt 4:17).” 
(pg 50)

Now,

What is the conclusion of this?

Simply,

If we preach the message of Jesus, we come under the condemnation of Galatians 1.

Read Gal. 1: 8-11

6. The dispensation of Grace – Act 2:1-Rev 19:21

One of the premises of dispensationalism is that there is a key person in each period.

Q. Who according to dispensationalism is the key person of the period of grace?
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He writes:

“The apostle Paul was principally, though not exclusively, the agent of the revelation of the 
grace of God for this dispensation.” (pg 56)

Consider:

He says that Christ will not be the key person until the next dispensation, that of the 
millennial kingdom!

“The Lord Jesus Christ, who will personally take charge of the running of the affairs of the 
world during that age, will be the chief personage of the dispensation.” (pg 56)

So,

He is not the chief personage of this dispensation?

Q. What would Paul say to this?

2Co 4:5  For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves 
your servants for Jesus' sake. 

2Co 4:6  For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ. 

Then he outlines “the test” for the dispensation of grace.

“Under Grace, the responsibility on man is to accept the gift of righteousness that God freely 
offers to all (Romans 5:15-18).” (pg 56)

Note 1,

The passage which he quotes has nothing to do with responsibility but is all to do with the 
free bestowal of God’s grace! 

Read Romans 5: 15-18 

Note 2,

Man is not only responsible to believe the gospel but is also responsible to obey the law of 
God!

{dispensationalism teaches that people will not be condemned in this period because of 
breaking the law of God – but simply because they refuse to believe in Christ}

Read Eph 5:6 and Col 3:5-6
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7. The dispensation of the Millennium – Rev 20:1-15

He writes:

“After the second advent of Christ the millennial kingdom will be set up in fulfilment of all 
the promises given in both testaments and particularly those contained in the Abrahamic and 
Davidic covenants.” (pg 56)

Q. Is this what the apostles believed?

Firstly,

The Davidic Covenant:

Read Acts 2: 29-36

Secondly,

The Abrahamic Covenant:

Read Romans 4: 16-17

He goes on to say:

 “It will continue for a thousand years, and man will be responsible for obedience to the King 
and His laws. Satan will be bound, Christ will be ruling, righteousness will prevail, overt 
disobedience will be quickly punished. Yet at the end of the period enough rebels will be 
found to make a formidable army that will dare to attack the seat of government (Rev 20:7-
9).”

This hardly makes even any human sense never mind biblical sense!

Finally he writes:

“Promises about the coming millennial kingdom will not be fulfilled until Christ’s second 
coming (including the land promise of the Abrahamic covenant, Genesis 15:18-21).” (pg 57)
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Read Joshua 21: 43-45

May God bless his word to our souls this day.

Amen.
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