
Heaven – Why Is There Suffering Before Death 

(September 15, 2016) 

Remembering -- God Created Only Good: 

 Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25:    . . . . . God saw that it was good.   
  Genesis 1:31   God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good . .  

Remembering -- God Created Satan Full Of Wisdom & Perfect  (Ezekiel 28:12)    
 
How did death enter creation:    
 Genesis 2:16-17   And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the 

garden thou mayest freely eat:  17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou 
shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

Consequences of disobedience – the curse:    
 Genesis 3:17-19   And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy 

wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: 
cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;  18 
Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;  
19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of 
it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 

How does the sin of Adam apply to us:     
 Romans 5:12   Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and 

so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

Biblical Examples: 

 Job:  The most righteous man on Earth at his time, suffered intensely—losing all his 

children, servants and possessions in a single day; then he was struck by a painful illness. 
The Lord had reasons for allowing Job’s suffering, but He never told Job these reasons, and 
God demanded that Job not question the decisions of his Maker. 

 Galilaeans and Eighteen Jews:    Luke 13:1-5   . . . . Galilaeans, whose blood Pilate had 

mingled with their sacrifices.  2 And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these 
Galilaeans were sinners above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered such things?  3 I tell 
you, Nay …..  4 Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think 
ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem?  5 I tell you, Nay ….. 

 Lazarus & The Rich Man:    Luke 16:22-31   And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and 

was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;  
23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus 
in his bosom.   

 Apostle Paul:    Paul’s ‘résumé of suffering’ included torture, beatings, imprisonment, 

stoning, shipwreck, robbery, infirmities, exhaustion, hunger, thirst, and cold.  But, He loved to 
preach the gospel and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.   2 Corinthians 11:24-28 

 The blind man:   John 9:1-3   And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from 

his birth.  2 And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, 
that he was born blind?  3 Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: 

but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.   



 

 Suffering of Jesus:   Isaiah 52:14 declares, “Just as there were many who were appalled at 

Him—His appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man and his form marred 

beyond human likeness.” Jesus suffered most severely throughout the trials, torture, and 

crucifixion (Matthew 27; Mark 15; Luke 23; John 19). As horrible as His physical suffering was, 

it was nothing compared to the spiritual suffering He went through. Second Corinthians 

5:21 says, “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 

the righteousness of God.” Jesus had the weight of the sins of the entire world on Him (1 

John 2:2). It was sin that caused Jesus to cry out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 

me?” (Matthew 27:46). So, as brutal as Jesus' physical suffering was, it was nothing compared 

to His having to bear our sins and die to pay the penalty for them (Romans 5:8) 

 Unsung Heroes:    Hebrews 11:33-40 – Tells of many sufferings and is summarized with 

their reward in verses 39&40    Hebrews 11:39-40    And these all, having obtained a good 

report through faith, received not the promise:  40 God having provided some better 
thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect. 

Jesus -- The Better Thing:    Hebrews 5:8-9   Though he were a Son, yet learned he 

obedience by the things which he suffered;  9 And being made perfect, he became the 
author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; 

 Obey What – The Gospel:   1 Corinthians 15:1-4   . . . . I declare . . . . the gospel . . . . 

which also ye have received, . . . . 2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory . . . . . . . 
that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;  4 
And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 

Obedience Equals Reward: 
 Revelation 21:4   And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no 

more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: . . . .  

 Revelation 19:7-8   Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of 
the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.  8 And to her was granted that she 
should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: . . . .  

What Do We Do:    

 Remember The Martyrs:    Revelation 6:9-11   And when he had opened the fifth seal, I 

saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the 
testimony which they held:  10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, 
holy and true, . . . . 11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said 

unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, . . . .  
 Remember:   that the works of God should be made manifest in him.   

 Remember:   God having provided some better thing for us, 

 Remember:   the gospel . . . . ye have received, . . . . 2 By which also ye are saved, 

 Remember:   Revelation 21:4 and Revelation 19:7-8 
 Remember:   1 Corinthians 13:12   For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face 

to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 
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