
Love Not The World 

(July 1, 2018)  (1 John 2:12-17) 
If you are pointed toward God and something is nipping at your heels -- it is satan 

If you are pointed toward the world and something is nipping at your heels -- it is God 

 
Previously:   Apostle John challenged us to examine ourselves between union/relationship and 

communion/fellowship.  He has warned us about the world/deception. 
● Union/relationship as a believer:   The moment of choice when we deliberately, willfully, open 

our lives to the Lord Jesus --  We receive him, we accept Christ, we invite him to enter into our 
life. That results in a new union.  Then we are delivered :   Colossians 1:13   Who hath delivered 
us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 

● Communion/fellowship as a believer:   After believe, then Apostle John wants an examination 
of our fellowship “that our joy may be full” (1 John 1:4) 
● The problem:   John 3:19   And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, 

and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 
● Last examination challenge:   1 John 2:11   But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and 

walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded 
his eyes. 

 
Encouragement to believers:    1 John 2:12-14   I write unto you, little children, because your sins 

are forgiven you for his name's sake.  13 I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that 
is from the beginning. I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one. I 
write unto you, little children, because ye have known the Father.  14 I have written unto you, 
fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I have written unto you, young men, 
because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one. 
● Your sins are forgiven -- all groups/levels:   Colossians 1:14   In whom we have redemption  
● Spiritual maturity levels:  Whether two groups (young men and fathers -- little children being 

the church/believers) or three (little children, young men and fathers) the point is: 
● Encouragement:  “ye have known him” and “ye have overcome the wicked one”  
● Growth:  “ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you” 
● Growth:  Natural man (unbeliever) to Carnal man (believer in the world) to Spiritual man 
● Growth goal is perfection:   Ephesians 4:13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and 

of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ: 

● John is again focusing on “abide” not only for communion but for the growth/development of 
the kingdom -- Note: we are on a reward system (see 1 Corinthians 3:9-15) 
● Warning from Peter:   2 Peter 2:6-8   And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into 

ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after 
should live ungodly;  7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the 
wicked:  8 (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his 
righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;) 

● Note:  Curse of the church -- immature Christians -- Christians that never grow up 
● Remember:  Believe is the beginning -- union/relationship then communion/fellowship 
● Receive - then:   Acts 1:8   But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 

you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

 



Warning -- Choose your love:   1 John 2:15-17    Love not the world, neither the things that are in 
the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  16 For all that is in the 
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is 
of the world.  17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of 
God abideth for ever. 
● Choose the world (unbelieving) or the love of the Father (believers) 
● The world defined by Jesus -- the unbelieving world:    John 15:18-19   If the world hate you, ye 

know that it hated me before it hated you.  19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his 
own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore 
the world hateth you. 

● The things of the world defined by Jesus -- honour of man:   John 5:44   How can ye believe, 
which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only? 

● Jesus teaches:   Matthew 6:24   No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, 
and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God 
and mammon. 

● Note:  John says do not love -- Jesus uses “hate”;   man is interested temporal life on earth -- 
Jesus is interested in eternal life 

● Three areas of battle:   Lust of the flesh; lust of the eyes; pride of life 
● Flesh:  Lust is the strong desire; impulse -- To much of anything is bad except love -- this 

points to physical, bodily wants (not needs) 
● Eyes:   This points to greed; covetousness; jealousy;  superficial values 
● Pride:   Boastfulness -- God hates pride Proverbs 8:13 and 89 others  

● Choice of the world is foolishness:  “the world passeth away, and the lust thereof” 
● Assurance:   “he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.” 
● Assurance:   1 John 2:20-21   But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all 

things.  21 I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, 
and that no lie is of the truth. 
● Why written:   1 John 1:4   And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. 
● How to have joy:   1 John 1:3   That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, 

that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ.  

 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
  
 


