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Where Do Churches Come From? 
July 28, 2013 

by C. Benjamin Dill 
 

Good morning, Lighthouse!   
 
To become what God created you to be, there 
are certain essential things that you must know 
and certain essential things that must take 
place in your life. 
 
Because you are here today, it is likely that you 
already know some, if not many of these 
essential things. 
 
What would be some of these essential things 
you must know? 
 

‘There is a God who is our creator’ 
would be one. 

 
‘We are not accidents; we are placed 
here on purpose by our creator’ would 
be another. 

 
‘That our creator has revealed Himself 
to us through a very special book called 
the Bible’ would certainly be another. 

 
OK, what might be some of those essential 
things that must take place in our lives in order 
for us to become what God created us to be? 
 
 ‘Getting an education’ might be one. 
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It’s pretty hard to study your Bible 
without an education. 
 
‘Getting saved; becoming born again’ 
would definitely be one. 

 
‘Marriage and a family’ (preferably in 
that order) could be one. 

 
‘A fruitful fulfilling vocation’ could be 
one. 

 
Let me tell you about one of these essential 
things that must take place in your life that 
plays a great, if not the greatest role of all in 
your fulfilling your purpose here in this world. 
 
This one gets very little press compared to 
others and is very often neglected. 
 
There is something here on the earth that God 
Himself established that every saved person is 
intended and commanded to be a part of. 
 
That something is a New Testament Church. 
 
When, after you were saved, you got baptized; 
you became, upon that baptism, a member, a 
literal part of your Church. 
 
Why do I say that being a part of a Church 
plays such an incredibly significant role in your 
becoming what God created you to be? 
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Because this is the vehicle through which God 
has chosen to teach you most of those things 
your Creator has planned for you! 
 
Read it yourself:  
 
Matthew 28:18-20   
18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, 

saying, All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth.  

19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  

20  Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, 
lo, I am with you always, even unto the end 
of the world. Amen.  

 
That last command given to the Church on 
your behalf is where and how you will learn to 
become what God created you to be. 
 
If you are here today looking for the right 
Church where God wants you and has chosen 
for you to be; let me commend you this 
morning for your purpose in being here. 
 
The Bible tells us that God sets the members 
in the Body (the Church) as it pleases Him: 
 
 1Corinthians 12:18-27   
18  But now hath God set the members every 

one of them in the body, as it hath pleased 
him.  
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19  And if they were all one member, where 
were the body?  

20  But now are they many members, yet but 
one body.  

21  And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I 
have no need of thee: nor again the head to 
the feet, I have no need of you.  

22  Nay, much more those members of the 
body, which seem to be more feeble, are 
necessary:  

23  And those members of the body, which we 
think to be less honorable, upon these we 
bestow more abundant honor; and our 
uncomely parts have more abundant 
comeliness.  

24  For our comely parts have no need: but 
God hath tempered the body together, 
having given more abundant honor to that 
part which lacked:  

25  That there should be no schism in the 
body; but that the members should have 
the same care one for another.  

26  And whether one member suffer, all the 
members suffer with it; or one member be 
honored, all the members rejoice with it.  

27  Now ye are the body of Christ, and 
members in particular.  

 
God has designed a specific Church for you to 
be a member of and He designed you to be a 
specific part or member of that Church. 
 
God knows exactly what you need; and as you 
may have noticed, that does not always 
coincide with what you want.   
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Besides that, being a part of a Church is not 
primarily about what you want or even need; 
it’s about what God wants and it’s about your 
fulfilling the purpose for which you were 
created. 
 
Those of you who have been faithful members 
of your Church for a substantial period of time 
are joyfully aware of the huge role your Church 
plays in your life. 
 
I learned very early on as a Christian to see my 
Church from a Biblical viewpoint versus the 
world view of it. 
 
The world sees the Church as one of the many 
details that revolve around you at the center of 
your life. 
 
Think about that for a moment…if indeed 
Jesus is our Master and we are His servants; if 
indeed He has commanded us to be a living 
breathing functioning part of our Church…if 
indeed our Church is where He continually 
teaches and shows us what he has 
commanded and is commanding us both for 
our good and for His glory…that makes the 
Biblical view quite different. 
 
My Church is the center of my life and 
everything else; my vocation, my business 
associations, my social connections, my 
friendships, my alliances; even my family; we 
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all revolve around our Church which is Jesus’ 
Body! 
 
Jesus said in John 14:6…I am the way, the 
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me.  
 
Look at how literal what Jesus said really is: 
 
He is the way! Jesus is the only way there is 
to the Father. 
 
You can’t get to heaven any other way except 
through placing your trust in Jesus. 
 
Nor can you even come to God in prayer 
except through Jesus; in His name. 
 
He is the truth! John 1 says that Jesus is the 
Word of God, which is Truth, made flesh. 
 
What that Bible you hold says is Who Jesus is! 
 
He is the life!  He is our life; how?  My Church 
is the Body of Christ and it is my life; which is 
exactly what it is designed to be. 
 
You need to know some things about your 
Church! 
 
Whether this theme will evolve into a series of 
messages, I do not know yet; but for today, in 
order to help you know that you are on the right 
track, we are going to learn where Churches 
come from. 
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How did there get to be so many different 
Churches and kinds of Churches? 
 
All Churches claiming the name of Christ do 
actually originate from one single source.  
 
That single source is the original Church in 
Jerusalem of which Jesus was the founder and 
the original Senior Pastor. 
 
When Jesus left and ascended into Heaven, he 
gave His Church some very specific 
commands; training you being one of them. 
 
As we already read, He told them to take the 
gospel into all the world. Just before He 
ascended, He got very specific: 
 
Acts 1:8  But ye shall receive power, after that 
the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall 
be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth. He told His Church, 
‘you ARE going to do this.’ 
 
In Matthew, Jesus gave His Church the 
authority to do this and here in Acts, 50 days 
after the Passover on which He was crucified, 
He, through the Holy Spirit, gave His Church 
the literal power; the ‘dunamis’ ability to get it 
done. 
 
So did they all get excited and start sending 
out preachers into Judea and Samaria and the 
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uttermost?  No they did not; they just got 
comfortable and grew bigger and bigger there 
in Jerusalem. 
 
They did not obey the Lord; so what was the 
Lord’s response to this? 
 
I. Churches sometimes come about 
because the Lord has to scatter an existing 
Church. 
 
A. Persecution from without is how some new 
Churches begin. 
 

1. Most Bible students think of Paul as a great 
Missionary Church planter sent to the Gentiles.   

  
2. The truth is that Paul was likely responsible 
for the start-up of more Churches before he 
was saved than He was after he was saved. 
 
3. The Jerusalem Church grew so large that 
they appointed Deacons to handle serving the 
great and growing material needs of the 
Church; we read of this in  
 
Acts 6:7-14   
7  And the word of God increased; and the 

number of the disciples multiplied in 
Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of 
the priests were obedient to the faith.  

8  And Stephen, full of faith and power, did 
great wonders and miracles among the 
people.  
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9  Then there arose certain of the synagogue, 
which is called the synagogue of the 
Libertines, and Cyrenians, and 
Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of 
Asia, disputing with Stephen.  

10  And they were not able to resist the 
wisdom and the spirit by which he spake.  

11  Then they suborned men, which said, We 
have heard him speak blasphemous words 
against Moses, and against God.  

12  And they stirred up the people, and the 
elders, and the scribes, and came upon 
him, and caught him, and brought him to 
the council,  

13  And set up false witnesses, which said, 
This man ceaseth not to speak 
blasphemous words against this holy place, 
and the law:  

14  For we have heard him say, that this Jesus 
of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and 
shall change the customs which Moses 
delivered us.  

 
4. In Chapter 8 we read the outcome of this 

confrontation:  
 
Acts 8:1-4   
1  And Saul was consenting unto his death. 

And at that time there was a great 
persecution against the church which was 
at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered 
abroad throughout the regions of Judea and 
Samaria, except the apostles.  
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2  And devout men carried Stephen to his 
burial, and made great lamentation over 
him.  

3  As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, 
entering into every house, and haling men 
and women committed them to prison.  

4  Therefore they that were scattered abroad 
went every where preaching the word. 

  
5. This persecutor named Saul was later saved 
and became Paul the Apostle; the greatest 
human missionary of all time. 
 
B. Trouble within is another source of new 
Churches. 
 

1. Our own Church is an example of this. 

 
2. 17 years ago Pastor Nick Michalinos died 
suddenly without warning.  
 
3.  The Church was devastated; much chaos 
followed and this Church was, from a human 
perspective, nearly destroyed. 
 
4. Division, in-fighting, weaker Christians 
leaving; a lot of bad stuff; but out of all that bad 
stuff there stands today, not only this Church 
alive and well; but three other new Churches 
besides! 
 
5. God commanded us to go out and start new 
Churches; if we won’t do it in obedience; He 
will! 
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The second way new Churches begin is: 
 
II. Sometimes Churches begin from splinter 
groups that leave. 
 
A. The Bible tells us how most false Churches 
begin. 
 
1. 1John 2:18-19  
18  Little children, it is the last time: and as ye 
have heard that antichrist shall come, even 
now are there many antichrists; whereby we 
know that it is the last time.  
19  They went out from us, but they were not of 
us: for if they had been of us, they would no 
doubt have continued with us: but they went 
out, that they might be made manifest that they 
were not all of us.  
 
2. I am sure you have wondered, ‘If we are all 
Christian, why are there so many different 
denominations all teaching so many different 
things?’ 
 
3. The answer to that is simple, the Devil 
believes in starting Churches, too. 
 
B. There are basically three sources of false 
Churches today that all stem back to a real 
one. 
 
1.  Usually the Devil plants lost people in real 
Churches to try to divide and destroy them 
from within. 
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2. This is what the Apostles; especially Paul 
and John, were constantly warning the  
Churches about in the New Testament. 
 
3. 2Corinthians 11:3-4   
3  But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent 

beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your 
minds should be corrupted from the 
simplicity that is in Christ.  

4  For if he that cometh preacheth another 
Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if 
ye receive another spirit, which ye have not 
received, or another gospel, which ye have 
not accepted, ye might well bear with him.  

 
4. They were so weak Paul feared they would 
tolerate these false teachers; he goes on to 
write:  
 
2Corinthians 11:13-15   
13  For such are false apostles, deceitful 

workers, transforming themselves into the 
apostles of Christ.  

14  And no marvel; for Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light.  

15  Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers 
also be transformed as the ministers of 
righteousness; whose end shall be 
according to their works.  

 
5. If these false ministers cannot destroy a 
Church from within, they usually split off and 
start groups of their own; without authority. 
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6. That happened about five years ago right 
here at Lighthouse; a group tried to take over, 
couldn’t do it; then went out, with no authority 
and started another Church right down the 
road. 
 
7. 500 years after the first Church was founded 
by Jesus Himself, an unauthorized split off 
group calling themselves Catholics emerged 
teaching works for salvation and that the 
Church is something universal not local. 
 
8. And then over the centuries various 
protesting or protestant groups emerged from 
them. 
 
9. Real Baptist Churches are not protestant; 
we never were in Catholicism to come out of it. 
 
10. And another source; men just on their own 
usurping God’s authority and founding groups 
like the Scientologists and the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses and the Mormons and numerous 
others. 
 
11. You really need to know where your 
Church came from; Satan is a very busy 
church planter. 
 
III. Albeit rarely seen; there is, of course, 
the right way. 
 
A. The Spirit of the Lord directs and the Church 
obeys. 
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1. Acts 13:1-4   
1  Now there were in the church that was at 

Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as 
Barnabas, and Simeon that was called 
Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, 
which had been brought up with Herod the 
tetrarch, and Saul.  

2  As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, 
the Holy Ghost said, Separate me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto 
I have called them.  

3  And when they had fasted and prayed, and 
laid their hands on them, they sent them 
away.  

4  So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, 
departed unto Seleucia; and from thence 
they sailed to Cyprus.  

 
2. The right way, of which we see the pattern 
all through the New Testament is that God 
raises up capable men, calls them to a specific 
work, the Church gets behind them, authorizes 
them, sends them out and they go forth and 
start new Churches; real ones! 
 
3. This is something that every Church is 
responsible to do on a regular basis as the 
Lord raises up and calls His capable ministers. 
 
B. We have not started a new Church for over 
10 years now. 
 
1. That’s OK considering that we have been in 
an extended period of rebuilding. 
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2. Nor does a Church ever step out to do 
something like this until the Lord calls those to 
be involved and speaks to the Church as well. 
 
3. Which brings us to a special and a wonderful 
announcement: 
  
In Conclusion:  
 
The Lord has for some time now been 
speaking to one of us about starting a new 
Church out west of here along the 288 
corridor beginning in Pearland. 
 
That someone is Brother Gary Milbourne. 
 
Brother Gary has made this known to our 
Elders and has laid out a tentative plan that 
he believes God is leading in.  
 
Your Board of Elders has unanimously 
approved the sponsorship of this new work 
to be presented to the Church Body for final 
approval which I have scheduled for two 
weeks from today. 
 
If all goes well, we will present the final 
details for approval at that time. 
 
Do you know where your Church came 
from? Do you know what your Church 
really teaches? 
 
Do you know for sure you are truly saved; 
we will be glad to help you on all counts. 
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