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Series:  How to Study Your Bible       Summer, 2019 

Handout #4 

THE PRINCIPLES OF BIBLE INTERPRETATION 
 

2 Peter 1:19-20 (KJV)  
19  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:  
20  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.  
 

We can’t have a "sure word" about the meaning of Scripture (or anything else) unless we have a sure method 
to interpret the words. 
 

We approach the Scripture with the presupposition that God cannot contradict himself and the Bible is 100% truth, and 
that we can put 100% of our faith in what God has said in the Bible. 
 

Every individual has the privilege and responsibility to interpret the Bible for himself.  As a Baptist Distinctive, we believe 
in individual soul liberty.   
 

• C_______________________ is the overriding principle of interpreting words and 
passages. 

 

• We interpret u________________ passages of Scripture by the c______________ 
passages of Scripture. (i.e. Acts 2:38) 

 

 Obscure passages must give way to clearer passages.  We must interpret the NT in the light of OT passages.   
 

The rule of UNITY: The parts of Scripture being interpreted must be construed with reference to the 
significance of the whole. An interpretation must be consistent with the rest of Scripture.  
 

• The Four G_____________ and the book of A________ are t_____________________ 

books.   
 

• We interpret the Bible by a p______________, l________________, 
g___________________, and h__________________ method of interpretation. 

 

Dr. David Cooper said, “When the plain sense of Scripture makes common sense, seek no other sense, but take every 
word at its primary literal meaning unless the facts of the immediate context clearly indicate otherwise. 
If we do not interpret the Bible in the plain, literal sense, then no one can be certain of the Bible’s meaning.   
 

The Golden Rule of Interpretation:  If the literal sense makes common sense, then seek no other sense.   
 

Give preference to the most to the clearest and most evident interpretation of the passage. 
 

• We must allow the Bible to i_________________ itself. (its symbols, figurative language, 

etc. – See Revelation 1:12-20) 

We interpret Scripture according to the law of p_________________ m_______________. 

God’s revelation is progressive throughout Scripture, meaning that God gradually reveals His truth as the Scriptures.   



2 
 
Charles Hodge said, “The progressive character of divine revelation is recognized in relation to all the great doctrines of 

the Bible.   

Seed of Christ  
Seed of the Woman – Gen. 3:15 

 Seed of Abraham – Gen. 12:2,3 
 Seed of Isaac – Gen. 21:10, 26:4 
 Seed of Jacob – Gen. 25:23 
 Seed of Judah - Gen. 49:10 
 Seed of David – II Samuel 7:12-16 
 Seed of a Virgin – Isaiah 7:14 

Place of Birth – Micah 5:2 
 Time of Birth – Daniel 9:25   
 

• We interpret according to the law of f________ m_____________________. 

• The revealing of any subject in the Bible for the first time is of special significance. 
 

• The first mention of any subject gives the key to understanding its use throughout the Bible 
 

• The principle of interpretation of Scripture which states that the first mention or occurrence of a subject  
in Scripture establishes an unchangeable pattern, with that subject remaining unchanged in the mind of God 

throughout Scripture. 

Pink says, “Since there be but one Speaker throughout the entire Word, and He knew from the beginning  
all he was going to say, He has so ordered His utterances as to forecast from the outset whatever was to follow. 
 

• We do not build doctrine on one p_________________ or on a p____________________. 

• God consistently puts aside firsts and establishes seconds. 
Headship of Man – Adam and Christ (Romans 5:12) 

Levitical Offerings – Christ’s Offering (Hebrews 10:1-9) 

The Old Covenant replaced by the new covenant (Hebrews 8:13; 12:24) 

        First Birth and 2nd Birth (John 3:1-10) 

We don’t build d__________________ on God’s s_______________________. 
 

Deuteronomy 29:29 (KJV)  
29  The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our 
children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law. 
 

I.e. – the supposed gap theory between Genesis 1:1-2 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

The true objective of interpretation is to understand the exact thought and intent of the author 

We must be careful not to make the Bible say what we want it to say. 


