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Introduction:  Open your Bible this morning to Mark 11 and 12 if you will.  This 

morning we are talking about “Arguing with Jesus” (Part 2). 

   

Authentic Spirituality 

Leo Tolstoy said, “Everybody thinks of changing humanity, but nobody thinks of 

changing himself.” 

 

Francis Schaeffer said, “Christianity is not just a mental assent that certain doctrines are 

true -- not even that the right doctrines are true. This is only the beginning. This would be 

rather like a starving man sitting in front of great heaps of food and saying, "I believe the 

food exists; I believe it is real," and yet never eating it.”
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Today we are going to meet five groups of people who have an encounter with Jesus 

Christ, but they remain unchanged.  I think there are a lot of people in our churches that 

are like these people.  We have five groups of people that we meet that are all religious, 

but none of them has authentic spirituality.  They all cover their sin with religion. 

 

Someone said, “Coming to church doesn’t make me a Christian any more than going to 

MacDonald’s makes me a hamburger.” 

 

Today we see something astonishing.  We are introduced to the preeminent religious 

teachers of the Jesus’ day, and the shocking thing is that all of them are pagans in their 

heart.  None of them know God.  Only one is said to be “near to the kingdom of God”. 

 

The Timeline of Passion Week so far…  

We come to the Passion Week, the last week in the life of Jesus Christ.   

� We remember Sunday – We call it “Palm Sunday”.  Jesus enters into Jerusalem 

on the foal of a donkey to the cry of “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father 

David! Hosanna in the highest!” (Mark 11:10). 

 

� Then we come to those most controversial public act of Christ on 

Monday – Jesus cleanses the Temple!  This is a rebuke to the leaders of Israel and 

shocking to the people.  Jesus uncovers the hypocrisy of the Jewish leaders. 

 

� In Mark 11:27, we begin Tuesday of the Passion Week – Today we begin a study 

on Tuesday of the Passion week.  It’s a huge day.  He starts getting attacked by all 
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the Jewish leaders.  

 

This is the last conversation Jesus has with His enemies as a free man.  Even in this 

conversation, we are going to fine that He is merciful to His enemies, providing a 

pathway to salvation. 

 

Context  

As we survey Mark 11:27 through chapter 12 we find four questions—very clever traps 

that Jesus’ opponents set for Him. They question Jesus on four things: authority, 

responsibility, eternity, and priorities.  We learn from these two chapters that it is useless 

to argue with Jesus.  We need to give in to Him as the One who rescues us from God’s 

justice.  We need accept Him as our King, our God, our Guide in life, and as the Center 

of our affections. 

 

In Mark 11 and 12, the day is Tuesday of the Passion Week.  He’s going to die on Friday. 

 

He walks into Jerusalem, and the chief priests are furious!  Here comes the first of four 

questions that Jesus answers. 

 

Jesus is about to point us to AUTHENTIC SPIRITUALITY through the arguments of 

these religious leaders with pagan hearts.  He’s going to point them to the Kingdom of 

God. 

 

First we see… 

 

I. An Argument about Authority (Mk. 11:27-12:12). 
 

Principle: Knowing Christ means coming under His scrutiny. 

 

Introducing the Chief Priests 

The first group we meet are the chief priests— these were workers in the Temple, 

like Zacharias, father of John the Baptist.  They worked very hard and cared for the 

administration of Temple worship, including assisting with sacrifices.  Many of them 

in Jesus’ day were nothing more than greedy merchants who allowed the money 

changers to make income off the animals, instead of helping the people to God.   

 

Jesus Cleanses the Temple 

The Temple by its appearance looked like it was a center of worship.  It was busy.  

There were prayers and sacrifices and teaching going on.  It looked on the good on 

the outside, like a hub of godly and pious religious activity.  But on the inside, it was 

a den of thieves.  The chief priests were in it for the money.  Jesus makes a whip and 

drives the money changers out!   

 

The chief priests don’t like that Jesus just turned their house upside down.  He aired 

out all their dirty laundry.  He opened all the closets and saw all the skeletons. 

 



Mark 11:27-28, “… he [JESUS] was walking in the temple, the chief priests and the 

scribes and the elders came to him, 28  and they said to him, “By what authority are 

you doing these things, or who gave you this authority to do them?” 

 

So there’s the first question, “By what authority are you doing these things, or who 

gave you this authority to do them?” (vs. 28).  

 

They did the WORK of God.  They received the sacrifices of God’s people.  They 

administrated the Temple.  But they were also part and parcel of the problem.  They 

overlooked the thievery and the commercialization of Christ’s Temple.  

 
Context:  The chief priests did not want to come under Jesus’ scrutiny.  They 

heaped on religion to cover their worldliness.  They presented themselves 

to be men committed to God, but they were really only committed to themselves and 

lining their own pockets. 

 
Application:  The first sign of God’s work in our hearts is the surrender to the 

scrutiny of Jesus.  We say with David, “Search me, O God, and know my heart!  Try 

me and know my thoughts! 24  And see if there be any grievous way in me,  and lead 

me in the way everlasting!” (Psalm 139:23-24). 

 

To come to Christ, you must see your need of Christ.  Even after you come to Christ, 

your growth in grace comes through seeing your need of Christ and giving yourself 

continually to Him.  We are called to be “crucified with Christ”.  We are called to 

say that life without Christ is a sham—it is a waste!   

 

Paul said it this way in Philippians 3:8, “Indeed, I count everything as loss because 

of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 

suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 

Christ”.  

 

Jesus has not come to save the righteous, but to call sinners to repentance. If we are 

going to know Him and grow in Him we’ve got to take off the mask and let Him 

cleanse our temple. 

 

Principle 1: Knowing Christ means coming under His scrutiny. 

 

 

Second, we come to… 

 

II. An Argument about Responsibility (Mk. 12:13-17). 
 

Principle 2: Knowing Christ means surrendering myself to God unconditionally. 

 



The Pharisees are very extreme in their religion.  The Herodians are totally worldly, 

secular and pagan in their outlook.  The Pharisees believe it’s a terrible tragedy that 

the Roman’s are in the country.  The Herodians love the Romans.   

 

But you get these strange alliances when it comes to Jesus Christ.  You see this at 

work or in your family.  You have those who are religious and those who are 

worldly, but both will join together to oppose you as a Christian.   

 

Mk 12:13-14, “And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the 

Herodians, to trap him in his talk. 14  And they came and said to him, “Teacher, we 

know that you are true and do not care about anyone’s opinion. For you are not 

swayed by appearances, but truly teach the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to 

Caesar, or not? Should we pay them, or should we not?” 

 

These people are trying to trap Jesus.  If he says yes, it’s lawful to pay taxes, then he 

becomes a traitor to Israel.  If He says “no it’s not lawful,” then He becomes a traitor 

to Rome and could face death. 

 

One thing both the Pharisees and Herodians have in common is they both love 

control!   

 

Pharisees 

The word for Pharisees literally means “separated ones”.  The Pharisees were 

committed to a strict adherence to the ceremonial law.  

 

They invented the Oral Law.  So committed were the Pharisees to not breaking the 

written ceremonial law, that they established something called the “oral law”.  For 

instance God says to “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy”, and the Pharisees 

wrote 600 additional rules governing what is and what is not breaking the Sabbath 

day.  The Pharisees were the committed ones, the defenders of the truth, the 

separated ones.  They refused to compromise. Yet they did not know God.  They 

would not yield control of their lives to God, but wanted to control their lives and the 

lives of the people. 

 

Herodians 

The Herodians were a Jewish political party of traitors who supported the image and 

power of the Herodian family of kings.  They were in favor of Rome for their own 

self-interest and profit.  The Herodians, though Jewish are generally worldly, secular, 

and pragmatic in their outlook.   

 
Explanation 

So the Pharisees and the Herodians they ask Him this clever question: verse 14, “Is it 

lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? Should we pay them, or should we not?”   

 

This begs the obvious question: what is God’s?  Remember two very unlikely 

partners were coming to Jesus to try and “trap Him in His talk” (vs. 13): the 



Herodians and the Pharisees.  The Herodians were a loosely organized group loyal 

to the Herod family—which was very loyal to Rome and glad to pay taxes.   The 

Pharisees were loyal to Israel and thought it abominable to pay taxes.  Yet they both 

wanted Christ out of the way.  They asked in verse 14, “Is it lawful to pay taxes to 

Caesar, or not? Should we pay them, or should we not?”   

 

These people are trying to trap Jesus.  If he says yes, it’s lawful to pay taxes, then he 

becomes a traitor to Israel.  If He says “no it’s not lawful,” then He becomes a traitor 

to Rome and could face death. 

 

So listen to Jesus’ answer.  They ask, “should we pay taxes to Caesar?”  Verses 15-

17, “… knowing their hypocrisy, he [JESUS] said to them, “Why put me to the test? 

Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” 16  And they brought one. And he said to 

them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They said to him, “Caesar’s.” 17  

Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the 

things that are God’s.” And they marveled at him.” 

 

Remember Jesus asked His questioners to bring Him a coin.  Verse 16, Jesus asked, 

“Whose likeness and inscription is this?” Of course they were using Roman 

currency, and so the Pharisees and Herodians “said to him, “Caesar’s.” 17  Jesus said 

to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that 

are God’s.”  Again, this begs the obvious question: what is God’s?  The coin bears 

Caesar’s image.  Give it to Caesar.  You bear God’s image.  Give yourself to God.   

 

Render… 

“Render” means to pay in exchange for a service.  The Roman government was 

providing a measure of peace and order and they were to pay taxes for that service.  

But we are to render the entirety of our lives to God.  He renders to us more than our 

government.  He renders to us our very life and breath.  It is by His mercy that we 

exist at all. 

 

Application 

When Jesus says, “Give to God what is God’s”, He is saying that God lays claim to 

the totality of our lives.  Every human being on earth is stamped with the image of 

God and we will all stand before Him to give an account. We all belong to God.   

 

Sometimes Christians try and define what we are to give to God.  We want a 

checklist; we want the bulleted points.  We all have the propensity to categorize and 

define what we should give to God.  People give us all kinds of answers, and many 

of them are helpful.  Depending on who is asking, you may get answers like this: 

• Read the Bible and pray for 20 minutes every day 

• Give ten per cent of your income to God 

• Get involved in a ministry in the church 

 

Now all of these things and more are good.  But the problem with narrowing what 

we are to give to God down to a formula, is we ignore the fact that God lays claim to 



the totality of our life!  He lays claim to your life, talent, time, money, and all your 

pursuits.  All things come from Him.  All things belong to Him.  All things are for 

Him, and we are the stewards.   

 

So when Jesus says, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and give to God what is 

God’s” He speaks of an unconditional giving of all that we have and all that we are 

to God, and God has the right to take us where He wants us to go.  

 

Explanation:  Listen, those Pharisees had all kinds of religion, but they didn’t have 

God.  Those Herodians had their material wealth, but they didn’t have God.  They 

had one thing in common: they wanted to control their lives and other people’s lives.  

They needed to yield control of their lives unconditionally to God. 

 

 

Principle 1: Knowing Christ means coming under His scrutiny. 

Principle 2: Knowing Christ means surrendering myself to God unconditionally. 

 

Thirdly, we hear another argument, this time by the Sadducees.  It’s… 

 

III. An Argument about Eternity (Mk. 12:18-27). 
 

Principle 3: Knowing Christ means experiencing the supernatural realities of 

eternity now. 

 

Mk 12:18-27, “And Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no resurrection. 

And they asked him a question, saying, 19  “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a 

man’s brother dies and leaves a wife, but leaves no child, the man must take the 

widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 20  There were seven brothers; the first 

took a wife, and when he died left no offspring. 21  And the second took her, and 

died, leaving no offspring. And the third likewise. 22  And the seven left no 

offspring. Last of all the woman also died. 23  In the resurrection, when they rise 

again, whose wife will she be? For the seven had her as wife.” 24  Jesus said to them, 

“Is this not the reason you are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor 

the power of God? 25  For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are 

given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 26  And as for the dead being raised, 

have you not read in the book of Moses, in the passage about the bush, how God 

spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God 

of Jacob’? 27  He is not God of the dead, but of the living. You are quite wrong.” 

 

What we are going to find out is that power we experience daily in the Word is the 

same power that will keep us for eternity.  The Sadducees did not know this power. 

 

In the following verses, the Sadducees are going to pour scorn on the idea of a 

resurrection from the dead by making it look foolish.  They want it to look absurd.  

According to Deut. 25, if a man died childless, it is the responsibility of the brother 

of the deceased, if he is single, to marry that woman and raise up a family in his 



brother’s name.  This is the law of the kinsman redeemer.  So the Sadducees   try to 

demonstrate that this is ridiculous.  If this goes on seven times, when the woman dies 

she’ll have seven husbands!  So they are pouring scorn on the resurrection 

 

The Sadducees  
The Sadducees did not know the Scriptures.  First of all they accepted only the first 

five books of Moses, called the Pentateuch.  According to Josephus, the Jewish 

historian, the Sadducees believed that… 

� the soul is not immortal; there is no afterlife, and 

� there are no rewards or penalties after death 

 

Their rejection of the supernatural was not because the resurrection was not found in 

the Scriptures.  Their rejection was because they were blinded and they did not know 

the power of God. 

 

Paul said it this way, “The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of 

God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are 

spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14).  

 

Francis Schaeffer said, “ It is not enough merely to say, "I am a Christian," and then 

in practice to live as if present contact with the supernatural were something far off 

and strange. Many Christians I know seem to act as though they come in contact 

with the supernatural just twice -- once when they are justified and become a 

Christian and once when they die. The rest of the time they act as though they were 

sitting in the materialist's chair.”
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Explanation:  If you come to the Bible with a materialistic worldview, you will miss 

the message of the Bible.  We must understand that the Bible was written by a 

supernatural God overcoming natural circumstances.  In the Gospel, we experience 

God’s supernatural power through the Word and by His Spirit. 

 

The New Birth  
Jesus says, “You must be born again”.  The new birth is not a humanly engineered 

change, but it is the supernatural act of a sovereign and merciful God upon the 

human soul.  It is the life of God coming into the soul of a man or a woman, and it is 

so far from impossible for man to regenerate Himself as it is for any one of us to 

create a universe.   

 

Becoming a Christian entails discovering the Truth of the Bible and through it 

discovering the power of God.  The Bible says of Christians that: 

� We are seated in the heavenly places with Christ 

� We are partakers of the divine nature 

� We are sealed and filled with the Holy Spirit 

� A Christian is experiencing the powers of the life to come right now!   
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As a Christian, you can look forward with confidence, because your future life is in 

His hand, and if it is in the hand of the God of sovereign power, then you are 

absolutely secure.   

 

God is not the God of the Dead but of the Living 

This is the God who Jesus said sustained Abraham, Isaac and Jacob through 

everything they faced and then brought them to Himself at their death.  All who trust 

in the Lord are saved!  Jesus says (vs. 27), “He is not God of the dead, but of the 

living. You are quite wrong.”  I’m glad they are quite wrong.  The true believer upon 

death, is brought to the presence of God.   

 

God is sustained Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and my God and your God is sustaining 

them still.  He is their God, and He is your God.  Do you experience the power 

of the Scriptures, or is this book just something that satisfies your 

curiosity.   

 

To know whether you will be alive in God’s presence after death, I must ask you a 

question: Are you alive now?   

 
Christians Experience the Power of the Word 

As a Christian you do know the Scriptures, and “as new born babes” you hunger for 

“the sincere milk of the Word”.  You trust God’s Word and you experience the His 

power through the LIFE GIVING WORD.   

 

Jesus says in John 6:63, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is of no avail. The 

words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.” 

 

Being converted is not merely an experience, but an assurance that when you die, 

you will live with God forever.  You are eternally safe in Christ.   The power of God 

at work in us now gives us the assurance that we will be united with God upon our 

death, and we will one day be raised from the dead with Christ at the Last Day. 

 

 

Principle 1: Knowing Christ means coming under His scrutiny. 

Principle 2: Knowing Christ means surrendering myself to God unconditionally. 

Principle 3: Knowing Christ means experiencing the supernatural realities of 

eternity now. 

 

IV. An Argument about Priority (Mk. 12:28-34). 
 

Principle: Knowing Christ means having deep affection for God in all things. 

 

In Mark 12:28, we are introduced to the Scribes.  The scribes are not a separate 

religious group. Scribes were a certain type of Pharisee.  They were the professional 

scholars, like the seminary professors of the day.   Let’s read about them. 



Mk 12:28-34, “And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one 

another, and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment 

is the most important of all?” 

 

Jesus Answers 

Jesus answers by quoting the Shema in verse 29, “Jesus answered, “The most 

important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.” 

 

Shema Yisrael Yaweh Eloheinu Yaweh Eḥad - Hear, O Israel: the Lord is our God, 

the Lord is One—He is one—stands alone, He is unique—he is transcendent above 

all creation. 

 

But Jesus goes on in verse 30, “And you shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31  

The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 

commandment greater than these.” 

 

The Scribe Responds 

Verses 32-34, “And the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly 

said that he is one, and there is no other besides him. 33  And to love him with all 

the heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength, and to love 

one’s neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and 

sacrifices.” 34  And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You 

are not far from the kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared to ask him any 

more questions”. 

 

Jesus Touches the Third Rail of Religion: the Heart 

Jesus touched the third rail of religion, and pointed to the affections of the heart.  

They no longer wanted to argue with Jesus.  Jesus exposes our deep need. 

 

We do not love God as we ought to love Him!  We are all born selfish!  One central 

truth of the Bible is that all human beings are sinners.  There is not a part of you that 

is not affected by sin.  Your reason, your relationships, your creativity, your 

morality—all of these are affected by depravity.  Because of our depravity we tend to 

be very selfish.  Yet right beside this emphasis, the Bible tells us that God awakens 

and calls sinners out of their spiritual sleep of death in sin, and that sinner begins to 

seek and to earnestly love God with His whole being. 

 

The scribe got it right in verse 34, “And to love him with all the heart and with all 

the understanding and with all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is 

much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.   

 

Principle: It is vitally important to gather with God’s people and to worship God.  

We are to serve in the church, but that’s not God’s ultimate priority.  He wants you 

to connect with your heart. 

 



Application 

Some of you say, I don’t know how to do that.  Yes you do!  Men, when a game is 

TV you shout at the TV and you are into the game.  Ladies, when that new baby is 

placed in your arms, your heart leaps with joy.  This is the heart connection I’m 

talking about. We need to be affected and connected with God. 

 

All our religious acts are nothing if our hearts are not connected to God.  The scribe 

got this. Because this man understood that God desires our love, our affection more 

than all the religious acts combined, Jesus said something profound to this scribe: vs. 

34, “when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from 

the kingdom of God.” 

 
 

You cannot love God too much.  Here is the marvelous miracle of God’s grace in 

becoming a new creation by His divine power.  God takes rebels and makes us 

friends who live gladly under His rule. 

 

It’s easy to say that you are a believer, but if you are born again, there is a desperate 

longing to know God.   

 

 

Conclusion:  Queen Victoria: A massive sailing vessel.  Used as a cargo ship during 

WWI, and later as one of the first cruise ships.  In 1977 they went to retire the ship.  The 

smoke stacks were legendary.  Upon restoration the smoke stacks crumbled. They were 

held together only by paint 

 

That’s how many professing Christians are.  There’s no power, no substance.  Jesus calls 

us to be born again and partakers of the divine nature. 

 

In 1946, when Joe Kennedy gathered his family together to announce that his sickly son 

John F. Kennedy would run for Congress, the family didn’t think it would float.  JFK was 

too small and sickly for people to have any confidence in him. To which Joe Kennedy 

replied, “Just remember, it’s not who you are that matters, but who people think you are 

that counts. We’re going to sell Jack like soap flakes”.  In other words, a soap flake is a 

soap flake, but were going to paint him as special.   

 

Listen, God knows who we are. Jesus has come to expose us.  It is not wise to argue with 

Jesus. It is not wise to play games with God.  Without Christ we are nothing.  Jesus has 

come to clean your Temple.  Don’t argue with Him about it.  If you know Christ you are 

His Temple.  We can never go back and live according to our old life ever again.  Christ 

has blown through our Temple with His Holy Spirit.  We are renewed.  We are changed! 

We are transformed!  We’ve stopped arguing and we’ve begun resting by faith. 

 

 

 


