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…pray… 
 

 

Let’s open our NT to Hebrews 12 – read vv. 18-29 (focus on vv.18-24) 

 

This morning’s text introduces another warning in Hebrews (the last of five).     

 

The warnings were issued to churches attended by Jewish men and women who 

had been sitting under the teaching of the gospel. 

 

Like congregations in Bible-teaching churches today, many of them were truly 

Christians – they trusted Christ’s death and resurrection for forgiveness and new 

life. 

 

But also, as we still find today, some were fence-sitters, gospel gawkers.  Not yet 

willing to follow Jesus, and perhaps even considering quietly sliding off the fence 

and back into their Jewish traditions. 

 

Esp. under the growing threat of persecution. The Emperor didn’t like the Church! 

 

So having just issued the call to complete the marathon of faith, our author issues a 

warning to the procrastinators to turn from the Old Covenant and embrace the 

New Covenant… 

 

To turn from the Law of Moses and to heed the Gospel of Jesus! 

 

To turn their backs, once and for all, on Mt. Sinai, and run to Mt. Zion! 

 

 

Two mountains, one for judgment, one for grace.  One that forbids you to even 

touch, the other that invites you to come! 

1. Mt. Sinai – “don’t come near” (vv.18-21). 

2. Mt. Zion – “come” (vv.22-24). 
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Mt. Sinai casts a long shadow over the history and theology of the Bible! 
 

1. For you have not come to a mountain that can be touched… 

 

a. That’s a hint that our author hopes his reader is a true believer. 

 

b. Because this first mountain is Mt. Sinai, and when it comes to 

salvation, Sinai is untouchable…inaccessible!   

 

c. So if you’re still considering Mt. Sinai & Moses & the Law, Hebrews 

has its final warning for you:  don’t go there! 

 

2. He makes his point by rewinding 1500 years from the 1st century church in 

Palestine to the 15
th

 century (B.C.) wilderness at the base of Mt. Sinai. 

 

a. In that famous account from Exodus he re-runs a list of sights and 

sounds that convince you no one comes to God by keeping the Law. 

 

3. Mt. Sinai. In Ex 19:1,3 we read: In the third month after the sons of Israel 

had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that very day they came into the 

wilderness of Sinai ...  and there Israel camped in front of the mountain. 

Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain. 

 

4. Blazing fire. 

a. God sent Moses back to the mountain to prepare the people to witness 

God’s descent to Sinai. 

 

b. The mountain was placed off limits. 

 

c. The people washed their clothes. They abstained from intimacy. 

 

d. On the morning of the third day (19:17):  Moses brought the people 

out of the camp to meet God, and they stood at the foot of the 

mountain. 

 

e. Then v.18:  Now Mt Sinai was all in smoke because the LORD 

descended upon it in fire.   

f. So all of Israel, perhaps 2.5 million strong, stood at the foot of the 

mountain as God came down in fire & smoke. 
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5. Darkness and gloom and whirlwind. 

 

a. Then we read (v.18):  [Mt. Sinai’s] smoke ascended like the smoke of 

a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked violently. 

 

6. The blast of a trumpet. 

 

a. When the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke 

and God answered him with thunder.  The LORD came down on Mt. 

Sinai, to the top of the mountain; and the LORD called Moses to the 

top of the mountain, and Moses went up.   

 

b. Those blaring horns were blown by holy angels. 

 

7. The sound of unbearable words. 

 

a. Then God sent Moses back down the mountain with a warning for 

everyone to stay back….   

 

b. And as Ex 20 begins, God spoke the Law from the mountain, and the 

Law (the Old Covenant) is forever associated with Moses and Mt. 

Sinai. 

i. You shall have no other gods before Me 

ii. You shall not make for yourself an idol. 

iii. You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for 

the LORD will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in 

vain. 

iv. Remember the sabbath day to keep it holy. 

v. Honor your father and your mother. 

vi. You shall not murder. 

vii. You shall not commit adultery. 

viii. You shall not steal. 

ix. You shall not bear false witness. 

x. You shall not covet. 

 

c. The overwhelming sense of holy fear, as God Himself thunders His 

holy law from the summit, and the storm rages and the ground shakes, 

and the trumpet (angels) blast, fear was so great on the people that 

they begged Moses to beg God to stop speaking! 
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d. Even this unusual & unbearable command terrified them (Hb 12:20): 

If even a beast touches the mountain, it will be stoned.  Huh…? 

 

i. Commentators explain that Sinai was so charged with God’s 

transmitted holiness (like an enormous capacitor), that it would 

be communicated on any beast that set foot on the mountain.  

 

ii. So the only safe way  of the offending animals was w/ a long 

distance missile – a carefully aimed stone. 

 

8. But lastly, the terror of Sinai is confirmed by the trembling testimony of a 

hero of the faith! 

 

a. If anyone should have been able to deal with this, it was Moses!   

 

b. He’d already been on the mountain with God.  In fact, Moses’ 

relationship w/ God can be traced all the way back to the burning 

bush on Mt. Horeb! 

 

c. But even Moses was so terrified by God’s appearing that morning 

that Israel’s leader would later recall (Dt 9:19):  “I am full of fear and 

trembling.”    Even Moses… 

 

9. What is the point?  What does the Spirit want us to learn as we stand for a 

few minutes w/ Israel (those first century church attenders) at the foot of 

Sinai? 

a. The Old Covenant, the Law of Moses, is God’s expression of God’s 

holy demands on you, and in that it is completely good. 

 

b. But you can’t approach God (thus please God) by the Law.  There is 

no climbing that mountain on the path of keeping the Commandments. 

 

 

 

But there is another mountain… 
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The heavenly Mt. Zion is the city of great King – the King of Kings. 
 

1. Hebrew’s author calls his readers to stand back from the Law and stand firm 

on the gospel.  Read vv.22-24. 

   

a. As Mt. Sinai is, symbolically, to Moses and the Law and the Old 

Covenant and dead works … 

 

b. So is Mt Zion, symbolically, to the gospel and the New Covenant and 

the Lord Jesus and grace! 

 

2. Mt. Zion was the Jebusite stronghold captured by King David in the seventh 

year of his rule; it became David’s royal home.   

 

a. Then he moved the Ark of the Covenant there.  The Ark’s physical 

presence meant that God’s symbolic presence on earth was on Mt. 

Zion. 

 

b. When David’s son Solomon built the Temple and moved the Ark into 

the Holy of Holies, the name Zion became synonymous with 

Jerusalem.  To be in Jerusalem was to be on Mt. Zion. 

 

3. If you stand firm in the New Covenant of Christ, He will bless you!  Bible 

teachers point out a list of blessings (22-24) for the followers of Christ. 

 

a. There are many more gospel blessings than these, of course, but 

Hebrews just wants to list enough to pull the distracted and restless 

back away from the foot of Mt. Sinai. 
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b. Here are seven New Covenant blessings found on Mt. Zion!  

 

c. Christian, you have come...to the heavenly city (22). – The city of the 

living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. 

 

i. In Hebrews 11, we read that Abraham was looking for a city 

which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 

 

ii. Paul wrote (Phil 3:20) that our citizenship is in heaven, from 

which also we eagerly await a Savior. 

 

iii. Kent Hughes points out that the Christian’s heavenly 

citizenship is irrevocable.  “You have come” (22) translates a 

Gr. verb in the perfect tense – an action in the past with 

continuing results. 

 

iv. I can assure you that Abraham’s city, our citizenship, is not to 

be found in toiling our lives up Mt. Sinai!  It is “by faith”! 

 

d. Christian, you have come...to the general assembly. – angels…in 

festal gathering. 

 

i. In 1:14 we are taught that angels are ministering spirits sent out 

to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation.  And 

that’s not all they do. 

 

ii. There were angels at Sinai, blowing horns of judgment. 

 

iii. There are angels in Heaven, worshiping around God’s throne.   

We read here of a festal assembly – a picture of a 1
st
 century 

national celebration.  You hear their hymns in Rev 4 & 5: 

 

1. Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God, the Almighty, who was 

and who is and who is to come. 

 

2. To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be 

blessing & honor & glory & dominion forever and ever. 

 

iv. We have come to join the angels in their celestial worship. 
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e. Christian, you have come...to the church of the firstborn enrolled in 

heaven.   

i. This is a reference to the Church, the Family of God, the Body 

of Christ – He who is the Firstborn among His many born-

again brothers & sisters.   

 

ii. I'm so glad I'm a part of the Family of God,  

I've been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His Blood!  

Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod,  

For I'm part of the family,  

The Family of God. 

 

iii. But Paul puts it this way in Rom 8:16-17:  The Spirit Himself 

testifies w/ our spirit that we are children of God, and if 

children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs w/ Christ. 

 

iv. But what does this mean: enrolled in heaven…?  The Apostle 

John sheds light on this (Rev 21:27)  – you & I, beloved, are 

those whose names are written in “The Lamb’s Book of Life.” 

 

f. Christian, you have come...to God, the Judge of All. 

 

i. To come to God’s presence at Sinai was to die, at Zion, it is to 

live! 

 

ii. Now Sinai’s Law reminds us that our God is a holy & just 

Judge.   

 

iii. But the Gospel reminds us that thru the sin-paying death of His 

Son, God is both just and the justifier of him who has faith in 

Jesus. 

 

iv. And so, in the name & by the blood of Jesus, you can come to 

God!   “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He 

will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God 

Himself will be among them.” 
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g. Christian, you have come...to the spirits of righteous men made 

perfect.   
i. Well, that’s all the OT saints, who by faith in God’s promises 

gained God’s approval – salvation. 

 

ii. We’ve just studied them in Heb 11 – The Faith Hall of Fame. 

 

iii. They trusted God’s promises & waited for God’s Messiah, and 

now because of Jesus’ once & forever sacrifice, they are 

counted righteous. 

 

iv. And so are we!  Christian, the only saving righteousness that 

Abraham or Daniel has is the righteousness of Christ.  Which 

means you are as righteous before God as they! 

 

h. Beloved, you have come...to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant.   

 

i. Turn w/ me to Heb 10:19-23 (read). 

 

ii. We confidently enter the holy place (in the heavenlies) .   

 

iii. On what basis?  The new and living way which He inaugurated. 

I.e., under the provisions of the gospel, the New Covenant. 

 

iv. How?  Jesus (“He shall save His people from their sins”) is the 

final, atoning sacrifice, paying for all the sins of all His people 

once and for all!  

 

v. Can you be certain…?  Yes!   Don’t you see it here in Heb. 10:  

v.21 – confidence; v.22 – full assurance ? 

 

vi. The only condition on you is this:  sincere heart…faith… 

steadfast confession,… w/o wavering.    As we’ve seen time  

again in Hebrews:  God is pleased ... by faith.  (Heb 11:6) 
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i. Dear redeemed ones, you have come… to the sprinkled blood.  

 

i. Moses mediated the Old Covenant w/ sprinkled blood, Jesus 

mediated the New w/ His own sprinkled blood. 

 

1. Eph 1:7 – In Him we have redemption through His blood, 

the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches 

of His grace. 

 

2. Eph 2:13 – But now in Christ Jesus you who were 

formerly far off have been brought near by the blood of 

Christ.   

 

3. And though we just read it, this gospel promise bears 

repeating (Heb 10:19):  we have confidence to enter the 

holy place by the blood of Jesus, by a new & living way 

which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His 

flesh. 

 

ii. But then we go back to the very first hero from Heb 11’s 

“Faith Hall of Fame” and read these puzzling words (24):  the 

blood of Jesus speaks better than the blood of Abel. 

  

1. What is our author getting at?  The Old Covenant is 

justice, the New Covenant is mercy. 

 

2. God told Cain that Abel’s blood cried out from the 

ground.  It demanded justice. 

 

3. The Gospel tells sinners that Jesus’ blood cries out from 

the cross and offers mercy! 

 

iii. Oh, the eloquence of Jesus’ blood!  It offers grace in every age 

and every tongue, the tongues of men and of angels, in English 

& Portuguese & Farsi & Swahili & Hindi & Mandarin & 

Russian:  “come to Me, all you are weary and heavy laden.” 

 

 

My friends, Mt Zion is not too far…have you come? 
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This year 11 people died trying to climb Mt. Everest. 
 

Every day, thousands enter eternity trying to climb Mt. Sinai…   

 

Mt. Sinai pictures keeping God’s commandments to try to make God happy. 

 

Some people come up with their own map of good works:  world religions, 

charitable giving, community service, self-improvement, enlightened thinking… 

 

All of them just some other name for Mt. Sinai. 

 

And it doesn’t really matter which path you try:  man simply isn’t equipped to 

climb that mountain!  

 

The Bible is very clear:  there is none righteous, no, not one.  None does good. 

 

But Jesus has cleared the path to Mt. Zion (He is the leader & victor of our faith)! 

 

His blood shed on Calvary pays for the sins of all who turn to Him & trust 

in Him. 

 

His resurrection guarantees them forgiveness & eternal life. 

 

The only condition is “by faith.”  “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

you shall be saved!” 

 

Mt. Zion stands crowned w/ mercy and grace – you should come! 

 

 

…pray… 


