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Introduction: This beloved verse is rightly memorized by Christians for it is full of assurance and hope. 
One could say that the evangelistic enterprise is founded upon this verse.  The freeness of the gospel is 
declared by John to all who believe of whatever race, culture or social status.

1. Our text this evening though in many English Bibles printed in red was most likely written by
John and not spoken by Jesus to Nicodemus.  Why?  (1) It would be unusual for Jesus to refer to 
Himself as “the only begotten Son” since He usually refers to Himself simply as “son,” or “Son of 
Man.”  But John uses this designation in John 1:14, 18; 1 John 4:9. (2) The expressions, “believes in the
Name” v18 and “practices the truth” v 21 are nowhere else used by Jesus but are Johannine.  (3)  These 
words have no direct connection to the discussion with Nicodemus.  They have not been discussing the 
love of God, Nicodemus would have assumed this toward Jews and Jesus was not teaching Nicodemus 
about the salvation of Gentiles specifically. (4) The judgment to which John refers is past tense and 
finds its highest expression in the crucifixion of Jesus.  At the time of Jesus speaking with Nicodemus 
there had not been express mass rejection of Jesus; (5) John often adds explanatory statements for the 
benefit of Gentile readers, 1:38, 41, 42; 2:21-22; 4:2, 9; 6:1; 9:7; 19:31; (6) If these words are John’s 
then they comply most appropriately with his stated purpose for writing, John 21:30-31; and, (7) These 
words of John’s most expressly agree with his choice of material to include in chapters 3 (Jews) and 4 
(Samaritans).

2. What is the significance of discerning that these verses are the commentary of John rather than 
the direct speech of Jesus to Nicodemus?  (1) First, this does not mean that these words are somehow 
less authoritative or less inspired.  The red ink is just as much the Word of God as the black ink.  (2) 
Second, we must interpret these words as originating in late 60's AD.  The reference to the world’s 
hatred of light must then be seen as culminating in the crucifixion of Jesus.  (3) Third, the 
explanations John gives must be appropriate to his readers more than to Nicodemus.  

3. Clearly the word, “world,” (kosmos), is a key word in verse 16 and one must come to a correct
interpretation of it to understand what is written.  “World” is used in different senses in the NT and 
particularly in the writing of John.  Compare this verse with 1 John 2:15!  (Romans 12:2) Plainly there 
are two senses of the word in just these two verses.

4. Many today take “world” in the distributive sense meaning each and every person who has, is 
or shall live on the face of the earth.  From this they derive their view that Jesus died on the cross 
equally for each and every man.  From this they derive two serious implications that are contrary to the 
Biblical teaching: (1) Since Jesus did all He could do equally for every man then it is ultimately man 
who determines his salvation (naturalism); or (2) Since many go to hell for whom Jesus died we 
cannot understand what Jesus did on Calvary to be a payment for sin (governmental view of 
atonement).1

5. How then should we understand “world” in this 16th verse?  We should understand John to 
be using “world” in the sense of men corrupted and under the dominion sin.  This is the use in verses 
17-19; 6:33, 51; 7:7; 8:23; 9:39; 12:31, 46-47; 14:17, 19, 22, 27, 30; 15:18-19; 16:8, 11, 20, 33; 17:14, 
25.  Therefore Paul echoes John in 1 Timothy 1:15.  The wonder is that God sets His love upon 
miserable, ugly sinners.  There is hope for sinners in this gospel!  Hope for Nicodemus and the 
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Samaritan prostitute.  John answers the nagging fear in the heart of the sinner who doubts that the 
gospel message is for such as he.
6. Jesus came for sinners not for the righteous, Matthew 9:13;  Mark 2:17;  Luke 5:32.  Satan 
and indwelling sin constantly lie suggesting to the sinner that he is unacceptable to the Holy God.  By 
this lie many are kept from coming to God in Christ Jesus.  If you think you are not good enough, or 
too sinful to come to Christ for forgiveness and restoration then you have not understood the gospel.  It 
is dirty, filthy sinners whom God loves.  

7. God the Father’s love for sinners and giving His Son in the incarnation finds its climax in the 
cross.  It is preeminently upon the cross that the Father gave His Son.  Thus John is declaring that the
cross is the demonstration of the Father’s love for sinners, Romans 5:8. John encourages the sinner 
and the regenerate saint by clearing all doubt of the love of God the Father toward him who believes in 
Jesus.

8. Remember God loves you first, 1 John 4:19, and in His love He forgives and cleanses you from 
all sin.  Does your heart condemn you?  God's love is greater than your heart, 1 John 3:18-24.  Notice 
that feelings do not play a part in this!  Your feelings are not trustworthy and the Holy Spirit does not 
have John suggest in the least that your feelings are the basis of assurance, rather it is objective 
obedience.


