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Revelation 4  “The Heavenly Throne”   July 28, 2019 
Exodus 24 
Psalm 122 
 
In Exodus 24 we see the first corporate worship service in Israel’s history. 

God had told Moses to bring his people out of Egypt to Mt. Sinai  
where they would worship God. 

 So here in Exodus 24, Israel does precisely what God had commanded Moses! 
 
In chapter 19 of Exodus, we are told that Mt. Sinai was wrapped in smoke,  
 because the LORD had descended on it in fire. 
And the LORD had told Moses that no one was allowed even to touch the mountain. 
 Only Moses and Aaron could come up the mountain. 
 
Then, in chapter 20, God gave Israel the Ten Commandments – 
 And in chapters 20-23 we hear the Book of the Covenant – 
  the laws and the rules that God gave Israel initially at Sinai. 
 And the Book of the Covenant begins at the end of chapter 20 
  with the Law of the Altar – 
   how Israel is supposed to come into the presence of God 
   with burnt offerings and peace offerings. 
  (The burnt offering is an animal that burned entirely in the fire – 
   the burnt offering is essentially saying to God, 
    “We have come in obedience to your call – 
     we are here to worship you – 
     to come into your presence.” 
  The peace offering always comes at the end of the service – 
   the fat, the liver, and the kidneys are burned in the fire, 
   a portion is given to the priests, 
   and then all the worshipers partake of the peace offering together, 
    demonstrating that we have peace with God, 
     and with one another because of the blood of the sacrifice.). 
 
And that’s what’s happening in Exodus 24. 
 They offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings (v5). 
 Then (as the meat of the peace offering was being cooked) 
  Moses read the Book of the Covenant to Israel. 
  The people of God responded by professing their faith and obedience –  
   “All that the LORD has spoken we will do” – 
   and then Moses sprinkled the blood of the covenant on the people 
    (thereby showing the connection between the blood of the covenant  

and the book of the covenant). 
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  And then Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, 
   and seventy of the elders of Israel went up the mountain… 
 
  Wait!!!! 
 
  God had said no one besides Moses and Aaron were to go up the mountain! 
 
  What has happened? 
   The sacrifice has happened! 
   Through the shedding of blood, sin is atoned for. 
  God is teaching Israel that the wages of sin is death – 
   and the only way for a sinful people to enter the presence of a holy God 
   is through the blood of the covenant. 
 
 And so they go up the mountain and they eat and drink before God. 
 
From that day to this, the same basic principles continue to apply to what we do in worship! 
 We can only enter the presence of God through a sacrifice! 
 For us, we enter the presence of God through the once-for-all sacrifice of Jesus! 
 
And then we hear the book of the covenant read and proclaimed – 
 the Word of the Lord is declared and preached. 
And then we respond with our prayers and praises –  

our confession of our faith and obedience. 
And then we partake of the covenant meal – 
 we participate in the body and blood of our Lord Jesus – 
  who said, this cup is the new covenant in my blood – 
  this is the blood of the covenant – which is shed for you. 
 
Now, we don’t follow this pattern just because Moses did it. 
 Rather, as the book of Revelation will show us – 
  Moses himself followed this pattern because it is the heavenly pattern. 
 
Sing Psalm 122 
Read Revelation 4 
 
In the Hebrew Bible, the book of Chronicles is the last book in the Old Testament.  
 In the New Testament, the book of Revelation is the last book in the New Testament. 
 

There is a way in which Chronicles and Revelation each conclude their testament 
 with reflections on history and worship.  
Chronicles retells the story of Israel from beginning to end, 
 with a strong focus on the worship of God  
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(including more descriptions of worship services than any other book in the OT) 
Revelation pre-tells the story of the church from beginning to end – 
 as John hears in chapter 4, verse 1, 
  “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” 
 
Chronicles and Revelation are both oriented around a single place: 
 Jerusalem – the throne of David – for the Chronicler – 
 and the throne of God and of the Lamb in Revelation. 

 
I think that it is safe to say that no book of the Bible (except maybe Leviticus) 
 talks more about worship than Revelation. 
And certainly no book of the Bible (not even Chronicles) 
 describes worship more than Revelation. 
 
From the beginning of chapter 4 until the middle of chapter 22, the rest of Revelation  

is set forth as a single, uninterrupted worship service. 
 
If you read the book of Revelation straight through, 
 you will notice that there are liturgical references all through the book, 
 talking about what is happening in the heavenly liturgy  
  in between all of the various parts of John’s vision. 
 
And the pattern that we see in Revelation 4-22 follows the same pattern 
 that we read in Exodus 24. 
 
The heavenly assembly enters worship through the sacrifice (as we will see in chapter 5). 
Then the Word of the LORD is read and proclaimed (as we will hear in each of the 7s – 
 seven seals, seven trumpets, seven bowls, etc.). 
And at the end of each of the sevens, we see the response of the people of God 
 as the people of God respond with their prayers and their praises. 
And then in chapter 19, the wedding supper of the Lamb is the covenant meal. 
 

The whole book of Revelation is held together by this heavenly liturgy.  
  
If we ever lose sight of this, we will be missing the heart of the book of Revelation – 
 which is that all of human history is oriented around and toward 

the worship of God. 
 Indeed, there is a way in which all of human history participates in the worship of God. 
 
You may have heard the phrase that “all of life is worship.” 
 Unfortunately, that phrase is often used as an attempt to say that because all of life is worship 
  therefore it doesn’t really matter what you do on Sunday morning. 
 But the book of Revelation portrays all of human history  
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from the ascension of Christ until his coming again  
as a single worship service! 

  
 What that means for us is that what we do on Sunday morning is really important! 
 If our whole lives participate in that heavenly liturgy – 
  then what we do on Sunday morning should help us to see what is truly happening! 
 
There is no single “fixed liturgy” prescribed in Scripture – 
 but there is a particular form and pattern – 
  a shape to the heavenly liturgy that gives shape to all of life! 
 
And it all starts at the throne of God. 
 

1. A Door, A Voice, and a Throne – John’s Heavenly Vision (v1-2) 
The image of God’s throne has not been prominent so far in Revelation 1-3. 
 Yes, it was mentioned in chapter 1, verse 4 – 
  “the seven spirits who are before his throne” – 
   but that was it, until the end of the seventh letter… 
 
  And then in chapter 3, verse 21, Jesus concludes the seventh letter 
   by tying in to the chief theme of chapter 4. 
 
 After all, the throne of God is seen 14 times in chapter 4, 
  and 5 more times in chapter 5 (and another 20 times in the rest of the book). 
 
So let’s zoom in on this picture. 
 
Because I want you to see how the image of the throne ties together the letters to the seven churches 
 with the vision of the heavenly liturgy in Revelation 4-22 
 
But the seventh letter concluded with a promise to the one who conquers: 
 
3:21 The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and 
sat down with my Father on his throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches.’” 
 
As we saw repeatedly earlier this summer,  

the seven letters reveal the church of Jesus Christ in all her frailty and weakness – 
  and not just frailty and weakness – but even sin, rebellion, and death. 
 
But we also heard that the one who conquers is the one who holds on to Jesus until her dying day! 
 It’s not about being the first one to cross the finish line! 
  It’s too late for that! 
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  Jesus was the “winner” in that sense! 
  He is the firstborn from the dead! 
  No, our victory is simply that we cross the finish line! 
 
 And Jesus says that to the one who crosses the finish line, 
  “I will grant to him to sit with me on my throne, 
   as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne.” 
 
 In the incarnation, God joined himself to our humanity – so that might join us to himself – 
  so that we might become partakers of the divine nature (to quote 2 Peter 1:4). 
  
By faith, you have been joined to the life of God. 
 Nothing less than the divine life of the Son of God – the resurrection life of our Lord Jesus! 
 
In this age, the church is imperfect. 
 In this age, the church is deeply flawed (we are deeply flawed!) 
 But that’s not where the story ends! 
 
And now in the letter to Laodicea, 
 Jesus says that the one who conquers will sit with him on his throne, 

“as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne” – 
  a reference to the ascension of Jesus – 
   which happens to be the central focus of the next chapters (Rev. 4-5). 
 
After all, if you want to know, what did it mean for Jesus to sit down with his Father on his throne –  
 just read Revelation 4-5!! 
 
After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which I had 
heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take 
place after this.”  
 
Some of the prophets in the OT had visions of the heavenly throne room. 
 Moses and the 70 elders had caught a glimpse at Mt. Sinai in Exodus 24. 
 Ezekiel sees a vision in Ezekiel 1 and 10. 
 Isaiah gets a peak in Isaiah 6. 
 Daniel sees a vision in Daniel 7. 
 
But in all of these visions, the prophet remains on earth looking up. 
 Only after Jesus – the one who was true God and true man – ascended into heaven  

was it possible for a man to enter the heavenly throne room! 
 Why? 
  Because a sinner can only enter the presence of God through a sacrifice! 
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 Of all the visions of God seen throughout the Bible, 
  John is the first to “come up here” and then return and report what he had seen. 
 
And, it is worth pointing out that it is Jesus who calls him to “come up here.” 
 After all, John identifies it  

as the “first voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet.” 
And if you look back at 1:12, 
 when John turns to see the voice that was speaking, 
  he sees the one like a son of man – 
  he sees Jesus! 

 
 Jesus promises to show him what must take place after this. 
 
2 At once I was in the Spirit,  
 
 “I was in the Spirit” – 
  remember in John’s gospel  

that those who worship God must worship him in Spirit and in truth. 
 We can only come into the heavenly holy of holies by the Spirit of God! 
 
and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne. 
 
 So now we have seen the Son, the Spirit, and the Father – just in the first two verses! 
 

2. The Rainbow, the Elders, and the Seven Spirits – The Heavenly Throne Room (v3-5) 
 3 And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around the throne was 
a rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald.  
 
We don’t see much about the throne itself.  
 Indeed, in the light of him who sits on the throne,  

John doesn’t seem to notice the throne itself much at all! 
 
 But the one who sits on the throne had the appearance of jasper and carnelian. 
  The particular stones provide echoes of the priestly stones – 
   as well as the various visions from Isaiah 6 and Ezekiel 1 and 10. 
 
 Trying to describe God is hard!! 
 So John doesn’t really try! 
 
Instead he looks around at the throne room: 
 
4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, 
clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. 
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The 24 elders represent the whole of humanity. 
 At Sinai there were 70 elders who went up the mountain with Moses. 
 In 2 Chronicles 5, when Solomon dedicated the temple, 
  he assembled “all the elders of Israel.” 
 Here in the heavenly throne room there are 24 elders – 
  twelve for the 12 tribes of Israel – 
  and twelve more for the Gentiles – 
   showing that these elders represent all of redeemed humanity. 
 
We’ll hear more from them shortly! 
 
 5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings[a] and peals of thunder,  
 
 … just like as in Moses’ day… 
  or in David’s description in Psalm 18 of God’s rescuing presence! 
 
 Indeed, when you see the lightning and hear the thunder of the earthly storm, 
  you should be reminded of God’s rescuing presence! 
 The power of those earthly storms is immense! 
  But it is nothing compared to the mighty power of God! 
 
and before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God, 
 
 In Revelation 1:4, John greeted the churches in the name of God, 
  “and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 
  and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead,  

and the ruler of the kings of the earth.” 
 
  
 

3. The Sea of Glass and the Four Living Creatures – A Heavenly Perspective (v6-8a) 
 
 6 and before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal. 
 
 
 
 Isaiah 66:1 – heaven is my throne and earth is my footstool 
  If heaven is God’s throne, and earth is his footstool, 
   then what is this sea of glass like crystal? 
 
  
In Israel’s first worship service – at Mt. Sinai in Exodus 24 – 
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 when Moses saw the heavenly pattern – when God told him, 
 “see to it that you do everything according the pattern I showed you on the mountain” –  
  the 70 elders of Israel went up on the mountain and “saw the God of Israel. 
  There was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone,  
   like the very heaven for clearness.” (24:10) 
 
 A pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness… 
 A sea of glass like crystal… 
 
 We see it in one more picture – Ezekiel’s vision of the glory of the LORD in Ezek 1:22: 
  “Over the heads of the living creatures there was the likeness of an expanse 
   (a ‘firmament’ – the same word used in Genesis 1) – 
   shining like awe-inspiring crystal, spread out above their heads. 
  And under the expanse [the firmament] their wings were stretched out straight, 
   one toward another.” (Ezek 1:22-23) 
 
Moses and the 70 elders had seen a pavement under God’s feet of sapphire stone, 
 like the very heaven for clearness… 
  (as though God had ridden a piece of the heavens down from his heavenly throne). 
Ezekiel had seen the same thing –  

which he described as a ‘firmament’ shining like awe-inspiring crystal – 
 over the heads of the living creatures – 
  when the glory of the LORD appeared on earth. 

 
Now John describes it as a “sea of glass.” 
 Why the difference? 
 Because Moses and Ezekiel were standing on earth, looking up. 
 And John is in the heavens, looking down. 
 
What you have to remember is that they are describing the throne of God 
 in the language that they have at their disposal. 
If an ancient person happened to walk into the NASA space command center  

and tried to describe what they saw,  
it wouldn’t sound the same as the description from a modern person. 

  
 
The same thing was depicted in the Tabernacle (with the bronze basin) 
 and again in a larger scale in the Temple with the bronze sea. 
 
Moses had been told to reproduce the heavenly pattern on an earthly scale – 
 and so the tabernacle and the temple had echoes of this in miniature. 
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Later in Revelation 15:2 John will see another sign in heaven –  
 a sea of glass mingled with fire – and also those who had conquered – 
  “standing beside the sea of glass with harps in their hands”  

singing the song of Moses and the Song of the Lamb. 
 
 What does it mean that the sea of glass is now mingled with fire? 
 Well, if when you are on earth, you look up and see the heavens – 
  what happens if you are in the heavens looking down at a sea of glass? 
 
 You see what is happening on earth! 
   
 
And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front 
and behind: 7 the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third 
living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight. 8 And 
the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within,  
 
 
 

4. The Four Living Creatures and the Twenty-Four Elders – Heavenly Worship (v8b-11) 
 
 
and day and night they never cease to say, 
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, 
    who was and is and is to come!” 
 
The four living creatures reflect aspects of the cherubim of Ezekiel 1  
 and the seraphim of Isaiah 6.  
 
 
 
 
9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the 
throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated 
on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever.  
 
The  
 
They cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 
11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, 
    to receive glory and honor and power, 
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for you created all things, 
    and by your will they existed and were created.” 
 
 
I said earlier that the 24 elders represent the whole of redeemed humanity. 
 twelve for the 12 tribes of Israel – 
  and twelve more for the Gentiles – 
   showing that these elders represent all of redeemed humanity. 
 
 
 But don’t just take my word for it: 
  keep reading in Revelation! 
 The 24 elders are referred to three more times: 
  Rev. 5:8 – “the twenty four elders fell down before the Lamb,  

each holding a harp,  
and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 
And they sang a new song…” 

  Rev. 11:16 – “and the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God 
   fell on their faces and worshiped God, saying, We give thanks to you…” 
  Rev. 19:4 – “And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down  
   and worshiped God who was seated on the throne, saying,  

‘Amen. Hallelujah!’” 
 
 In other words, the 24 elders represent redeemed humanity before God. 
  They offer the prayers of the saints – and they lead the people of God in worship. 
 
 This is the main reason why we have our elders lead us in worship – 
  and particularly in the prayers of the saints! 
 Yes, elders are to rule – they do govern the church. 
 But that part of an elder’s task is temporary – we won’t need church discipline in glory! 
 
 The chief part of an elder’s task is to lead the people of God in worship – 
  because that will continue forever! 
 
In chapter 5, you can see how it works – 
 when the elders give praise to God, all of God’s people respond by giving praise to God! 
  And indeed, every creature joins in praise to God as well! 
 
 
 
 
 
  


