
2022.07.30 Family Worship lesson in “the Proverb of the day”  

Proverbs 30:18–20 
“Keeping the Marriage Bed a Mystery until Marriage and Then Private within Marriage” 

 
18 There are three things which are too wonderful for me, 

 Yes, four which I do not understand: 
19 The way of an eagle in the air, 

 The way of a serpent on a rock, 

 The way of a ship in the midst of the sea, 

 And the way of a man with a virgin. 
20 This is the way of an adulterous woman: 

 She eats and wipes her mouth, 

 And says, “I have done no wickedness.” 

Pastor leads his family in a selection from “the Proverb of the day.” In these three verses of Holy Scripture, the 
Holy Spirit teaches us that we may either enjoy the marriage bed as gloriously designed by God to be known 
only between a man and his wife, or else assert ourselves as our own gods with our own pseudo-morality. 

 

(The following is a machine-generated transcription. Please be aware of—and patient with—transcribing errors. If 
there is something confusing or obviously erroneous, you are invited to listen to the audio recording via hopewellarp.org) 

Proverbs 30 verses 18 through 20. These are God's words. There are three things which are too wonderful for me. Yes, four. Which I do not 
understand the way of an eagle in the air. The way of a serpent on a rock the way of a ship in the midst of the sea. 
 
And the way of a man with a virgin, this is the way of an adulterous woman. She eats and wipes her mouth and says I have done. No wickedness. So 
far the reading of God's inspired. They didn't errant work. 
 
Well, the word way here. Indicates path. And, The eagle in the air is majestic and glorious and good and impressive. But he doesn't leave a vapor 
trail. A serpent on a rock is not like snail or a worm that leaves its slime and a husband. And his wife are to enjoy the marriage bed, which God has 
created for the purpose of glorifying him in marriage and of joining them together. 
 
More completely. And even as the way from which God produces new image bearers As something for them to know only between the two of 
them, it adds to the wonder and the mystery and the enjoyment of God's goodness. In the way he designed it that it is known only to the two of 
them and 
 
Yet, the adulterous woman covering her tracks. As it were, is not enjoying the goodness of God. She is not following something that God has 
created for good. She puts herself in the place of God, so she eats and wipes her mouth. That is she, she is dirty and covers her tracks. 
 
As if, as if she has participated in something good, that God has given her and says, I have done no wickedness. So a couple of things here, The first 
is to remember that the marriage bed is something that you are to discover and enjoy with your spouse alone. It is not something to read books 
about in advance. 
 
All of the principles of godliness and of love for your spouse and self-sacrifice and all of the things that are necessary for a wife submitting to her 
husband. Well, and a husband living with his wife according to understanding and placing her before himself delighting in her. And the two of them 
together, enjoying God's design for life generally in all of life. 
 
All of those principles if applied to the marriage bed, are enough to discover it. Well, and to enjoy it. Well, mom and I will give you the principles 
from scripture. When you are coming to get married, We are not going to give you some secret. How to That's something for you to discover with 
your spouse. 
 
So that's on the front end. And then of course during marriage, you want that to be kept to yourself between yourself and your husband, or 
yourself, and your wife. All the while enjoying the glory and goodness of God and everything that he has made and finding that doing it. 
 
According to the principles that he's given in his word, is what makes it the best because then you are kept in the path of enjoying him. First and 
foremost and enjoying his creation in the way that he has commanded. Very, very important in in verse 19, to see God's God's creation including 
the idea of hidden paths adding to or emphasizing glory and beauty in God's creation. 
 
They say, oh well, we know how Eagles. Well, that's not what he's talking about. His talking about the road that the eagle is taking in the air. And 
and then it's important that you see in verse 20, that there are people who tell themselves set what they are doing is right. 
 
Who make themselves think that they're keeping verse 19? When they're not the way of an adulterous woman, She eats and then wipes her mouth 
and says, I have done no wickedness. It's like that child from the illustration that we sometimes use and they've got the chocolate on their face and 
they still have it on their face and daddy or mommy comes and says, have you gotten into the chocolate and stay you say? 
 
No, they haven't. Well, we can be more clever than that, we can get into the cake batter or whatever it is. And then when we're done, wipe it off 
our face and say What cake batter. 
 



There are many people who justify all sorts of sexual sin, not just the alphabet suit people, and not just the adultery and fornication. People, there's 
a popular Christian psychologist who wrote a book around the time. I was going through the change from a child into an adult, and he encouraged 
experimentation. 
 
And I don't know if those in the church in my home who were shepherding, me had read the book or just didn't understand. But they 
recommended the book to me and I didn't know better at the time. And so, a thought that what was told me in the book was right and was 
supposed to help me have a good marriage later because that's the way the book was presented. 
 
So all of that to say just because you come out at the end of doing something or go into doing something thinking, that it is good or telling yourself 
that it is. Okay, rationalizing. That it isn't sinful doesn't mean that's true. You need to be measured by the Bible and you need to be directed by the 
Bible on the front end and you need to be measured by the Bible. 
 
On the back end, when we tell ourselves we have done no wickedness or we when we decide for ourselves, what is, right? And what is wise? We 
put ourselves in the place of God and that's the great difference. Isn't it between the adulterous woman in verse 20 and the four things in, in verse 
19, you know, obviously God didn't make ships. 
 
Well, he made one by the hand of Noah, but he designed the sea to cover up the wick, right? So you have the four hidden paths but always be 
aware of satanic counterfeit. The adulterous woman thinks she has made for Alfaith and path. By wiping her mouth when she's done. 
 
And by telling herself I have done no wickedness but that's the temptation. Isn't it? If you eat of the fruit you will be like God knowing good and 
evil. Well how does God know good in deep good as whatever is consistent with his character. And whatever, he commands, evil is, whatever it's 
inconsistent with it with his character and whatever he forbids, we can't know, good and evil, the way God knows couldn't evil but she's trying to at 
the end of verse 20 and the further the culture gets from God, the more not just the mind of the culture, but the minds and and morals of many in 
the church are not going to agree with those of the Lord God, which is one of the benefits of systematically steadily moving through, Scripture and 
your secret worship, in our family worship, in the public worship, throughout your whole life to constantly becoming and getting the word of God, 
more and more into you for the renewing of your mind. 
 
So that you won't be conformed to the pattern of this world. So that the way you use your body will be as a living, sacrifice to God, enjoying him, 
first of all, and foremost, and his goodness, and all of his in all of his design. So, so that's the general lesson, but the very specific lesson, with the 
marriage bed, is keep it a mystery until you get there and keep it private. 
 
Once you get there, God has all of the principles. You need you don't need anything more than the Word of God and your spouse whom you need 
to trust also. And ask also to follow the principles. And of course, there's more to be said about what the principles are for that specific case, but 
we can speak about those things. 
 
With each of you, as we come closer to the time of marriage because a focus on those principles is going to be needed for every part of every day 
of your married lives. In other words, read Gouge of domestical duties and apply. All of the principles from the Bible to every part of your marriage. 
 
Not just the bed. All right, let's let's pray. We. Thank you. Our Lord and our God. The Holy. Holy Holy One that you have not only taken us to be 
your own special creatures and making us in your image and your own special people and setting apart. Setting us apart to yourself in this world 
and your own redeemed people through Jesus Christ and His sacrifice and faith in him and your own adopted children through the indwelling of 
your spirit, who gave us that faith, and who uniting us to Christ dwells in our hearts and makes us to call you Abba. 
 
Father, but that just, as you never miss any good thing for our physical nourishment, and we receive the bread that we need from you, whatever 
that is. So, you have given us in your word, every bit of instruction that we need. And that you have addressed all of our lives and given us the 
commands, and the principles, the presets by, which to live. 
 
Then we thank you for giving us instruction in this specific area of the marriage bed. And for this opportunity, just now that you've given us as a 
family to sit down and think about it a little bit from your word and I pray that you'd bless it to my children that you'd keep them from sin in this 
area, which is so destructive. 
 
And so enslaving. So offensive to you and harmful to them and to your church and to the society in which you have placed us and that you would 
help them to love you and know you as Creator and marvel at your wisdom and power and all of your creation and goodness and that you would 
help them throughout their childhood to build a right understanding of what your word says. 
 
And the skill of following that from their hearts even now which they can build upon and grow in that skill for the rest of their lives. We ask that you 
would be glorified in taking us by the hand and in guiding us by your counsel. And then when our way and work in this world is done, receiving us 
into glory and that your spirit would keep convincing us and conforming our hearts to the words whom have we in heaven with you and there's 
nothing that we desire on earth beside you and that for us, we define good as being near you so that we may praise. 
 
You grant this for us O Lord, we ask in Jesus name. Amen. 


