
1864 -  1 Tim 5:1-8 -     The CHURCH a FAMILY

PRELIMS. Paul, has been giving guidelines regarding the eldership 
and deacons, to Tim. He has just been emphasising that the great 
object of preaching was to ‘save’ people, then build them up in faith

The CHURCH a FAMILY
The Church of God is a family - and the world should see us as just 
that! Did you notice that all the members of a family are named in 
[vv1,2] – father, mothers, brothers, sisters! Now the word ‘house’ 
or ‘household’ in Scripture means family also. The family unit is 
very, very important. That is what is so worrying about the Scottish 
Cabinet deciding to press ahead with a new definition of marriage - it  
is destroying the uniqueness of the family institution where children 
are nurtured by a father and a mother and a full brother and sister!
The family was actually instituted before the Church! God set each 
person in a family! With a father and mother. Everyone, but 
everyone, has a biological father and mother! In fact the family unit 
was the place where God revealed Himself and ‘worked through’! 
Abram and his family! [Read Gen 18:17-19] God works by His 
Spirit in family life. The very structure of the home is a micro 
church! All the elements and principles of a church are also in a 
home! The love, nurturing, care, levels of responsibility and 
accountability, protection, security, provision, promise, hope, order!! 
Primarily the church and family are all about relationships!
God has provided directions for the family and they are very similar 
to the directions for the Church. There is an etiquette, rules of 
conduct and an order which God has given for the benefit of 
families. God’s instructions are all designed for OUR benefit - God 
wants His creatures to be happy! Therefore you shall keep His 
statutes and His commandments, which I command you today,  that it 
may go well with you and with your children after you, and that you 
may prolong your days in the land that the LORD your God is giving 
you for all time.” Isn’t that what the whole world is seeking after?  
Listen to Paul too: Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this 
is right.“Honor your father and mother” (this is the first command-



ment with a promise),“that it may go well with you and that you may 
live long in the land.” [Eph 6:1-3]  Five times in Deu alone, it is 
stated that things will go well with you if you keep Gods commands! 
Every culture had its own ‘rules of etiquette’ for members of the 
family. Now God’s general revelation in nature and providence 
meant that many cultures had similar regulations which were, 
generally speaking, pretty good! Ie, all believe that killing, stealing, 
lying, cheating, helping the poor, the old, children, etc, were natural 
rules for society! They were established in the very core of society. 
These social mores were given high priority in Paul’s day. 
Respectability and honour were reserved for those who adhered to 
such rules of behaviour, and were highly rewarded. To go against 
these social customs and traditions was ‘offensive’ to society. 
Everyone knew these rules/regulations were right/proper!

One of these established customs, as we said was honouring the aged 
and widows. Thus we have Paul here adding to what was the already 
established practice, that we treat older people with dignity and to do 
so in an encouraging way, rather than in a rebuking way! Paul adds 
the dimension of Xn principle. We have to treat every member of 
the church as a member of our family! That is, with dignity and 
respect – but especially with Xn love and understanding. Older men 
are to be treated as younger men like brothers, older women like 
mothers, younger women like sisters [1,2] All this, of course, is based 
on the assumption that we know how members of a family ought to 
be treated! We take the standard for how a family should treat each 
other, from Scripture, not from society/philosophy/government law. 

Two extremes – on the one hand, not to rebuke a senior at all, ie, 
he’s the Lord’s anointed, don’t touch him! APP Some old people ‘get 
away’ with sin and even take advantage of the situation knowing no 
one will ‘say anything’ to them! It is done in business, politics, and 
sadly the Church too! We ‘wink at’ or ‘close our eyes’ to their sin!

The other extreme, we can rebuke too harshly! The Cors were guilty  
of this! Paul wrote them not to put it too severely…or he may be 
overwhelmed by excessive sorrow [2C2:5-7].  APP The Reformed 



Church has a penchant for excessive disciplinary procedure, probably 
because Calvin said discipline was a mark of the Church! 

We must look upon rebuking as a wonderful opportunity to win 
someone! Seldom, when it is done properly, does it fail to improve 
relationships! Better is open rebuke than hidden love.  Faithful are 
the wounds of a friend [Pro 27:5,6] APP Look upon it as a golden 
opportunity to establish true friendship. If a Xn is offended at being 
graciously corrected then he is in a very sad spiritual condition! 
There must be no seeking revenge against those who corrected us!!

Paul now deals with a needy group widows! (This is an example – 
same principles apply for other needy groups)! The Church had 
that responsibility! God rebuked Israel (who were meticulous in 
their worship style) because of the widow/orphan/cast out![Isa 1&58] 
Despite the dangers – the Church does have Social Responsibilities! 
Its main message is doctrinal teaching of truth with the gospel of 
mercy, but what gives the Church credibility is its practical concern 
for the poor/unfortunate! Thus Jesus, in contrast to Pharisees! 

There is discrimination - those who are truly widows [3,5] There are 
different kinds of widows (as there are different kinds of poor)! 
Those who have no family/those who have. Those who are godly/
those who are sinful. Those who are young/those who are old. The 
NT Church set out conditions to qualify for their support/benefit! 

It was understood in that culture if a widow had a family, the family 
cared for her. A Greek Law ‘sons/daughters legally bound to support 
their parents. Anyone who refused that duty lost his civil rights’! 
Family members had 3 responsibilities (1) first, learn to show 
godliness to their own households [4]. Godly living needs to be 
learned, ie, it does not come naturally! Note: true piety is practical, 
not philosophical! Real godliness is not coming out with wonderful 
and discerning interpretations of Bible! Its living the life - helping 
the needy! It is so sad to see people called pious who neglect their 
wife and family! (2) to make some return to their parents [4]. We all 
came into the world as helpless babes utterly dependent on our 
parents for everything! We need to acknowledge that fact - and 



thank our parents for what they have done! (3) We must provide for 
our dependents If anyone does not provide for his relatives 
especially for members of his household he has denied the faith and 
is worse than an unbeliever [8]! Very strong language! Imagine!

*But if the widow does not have a family to support her, if she is 
truly a widow, left all alone [5] the Church MUST help her. 
Condition - She must be a believer/Xn, one who has set her hope in 
God and who is a prayerful person continues in supplications and 
prayers night and day [5]! She must be interested enough in her 
spiritual growth to attend to the feeding of her soul. 
The widows who are unspiritual – who is self-indulgent [6], does 
not qualify! Those who are dead spiritually although she lives 
physically![6] It would seem the Church should not support those 
who squander who waste their own means of support! Those who 
don’t appreciate the voluntary ‘gifts’ of other people’s earnings, 
and feel they are due help because they have spent what they had on 
careless living are the last that should be supported! The worst thing 
you could do to the Prodigal son was to give him a lovely hot meal 
and make him more comfortable in his pigsty! 

Now Tim had the unpleasant task of making this principle known to 
the congregation! Look: Command these things as well so that they 
may be without reproach [7]. People should know what is available 
to them by way of help and what the Church can do to help! To hide 
(ie, withhold) a benefit is not only deceitful but wicked. People 
should know what disqualifies them from help - so they may adjust! 
APP But also, Tim was to make it known so that Xns would be 
‘blameless’ realising their responsibility to help the genuinely 
needy! Jesus was the Perfect Example! He raised the dead son of 
the widow in Nain! Why did He do that? Why did Jesus perform His 
miracles? Ans: Because He had compassion! We need more 
compassion!  if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in 
need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in 
him? [1John 3:17] James says the very same! [Jam 2:15,16]. Who 
has not failed in that? We are all guilty - and need the blood of X! 


