
Ex. 12:14-28  “A Day of Remembering”

For the Children: As you know, your pastor & his family have been away overseas for a few months.  After such 
travels, people usually have lots of stories to tell, as they recall their various adventures.  That can be a bit 
boring to others, because it doesn’t mean very much to them – they weren’t there to see it all.  When we hear 
about things that God has done in the past – like freeing Israel from Egypt, or the death & resurrection of His 
Son - it should be very different.  For those facts affect our lives today a great deal.  We should be excited to 
hear reminders of these things, or to see reminders in the sacraments.  Questions: What effects should Jesus’ 
death & resurrection have on us today?  Do you sometimes find the Lord’s Supper service doesn’t interest you – 
if so, why would that be?  How is the Lord’s Supper like the Passover?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: What Does the Passover Mean?
1) Details of the Feast: On the 14th day of the 1st month of the new year, Israel began a 7-day feast in which 

leaven was removed both from the bread and the houses of God’s people.  No work was to be done – 
beyond basic food-preparation.  Holy convocations were held on the 1st and last days

2) Details of the Sacrifice: On the 14th day of the 1st month, an unblemished lamb (or goat) was to be 
sacrificed.  Its blood was daubed on the door-frames by dipping hyssop into a basin with the lamb’s 
blood.  The lamb was roasted and eaten in total, with unleavened bread, bitter herbs – in haste, dressed 
for hasty travel.  Later, the Jews would add wine and the singing of Pss. 113-118 to the rite.  The 
sacrifice was to be done in the Temple as well (Dt. 16:2; Ezra 6:19ff; 2 Chron. 30, 35))

3) Significance of the Celebration: The eating of bread implies life.  Unleavened bread implies both haste 
and purity – separation from the leaven of sin in a people set free to begin a new life as God’s covenant-
nation, worshipping & serving Him as a “holy priesthood.”  To do this, their sins had to be dealt with. 
The sacrifice of the unblemished Passover Lamb & its blood on the door-frames pointed to Christ’s 
sacrifice to atone for our sins & free us from bondage to Satan, sin & death.  Those set free in this way 
can then enjoy a fellowship meal in God’s presence.  The Lord’s Supper shows the fulfillment of these 
things in Christ by replacing the bloody sacrifice with bread & wine

Second Point: How Do We Remember the Passover?
1) A Permanent Ordinance: The passage stresses that this is a day for remembering, given as a 

permanent ordinance (vss. 14, 17), for “you and your children forever.”  The Lord’s Supper, which 
continues the Passover in NT form, also stresses doing this in “remembrance of Me” (1 Cor. 11:24, 25)
…”until He comes” (1 Cor. 11:26)

2) A Present Reality: Remembering is not just recalling historical facts, but making the past present & 
effective in our lives today.  We show that this is so when the sacrament causes us to want to worship 
God (Ex. 12:27); when we are filled with gratitude at the reminder of God’s grace, the saving work of 
Christ, & the level of communion we enjoy in His presence; and when we desire all the more to live the 
new, consecrated life in obedience to God’s Word – as we see in v. 28

3) Teaching Our Children: When past redemptive-history is a present reality in our lives, the sacraments 
(as visible Word & therefore a means of grace) cause us to want to share the joy of salvation with others 
– especially our children.  The children are expected to ask what the celebration means to their parents, 
and the parents to explain both the great & mighty deeds of God, and what that means for us – 
forgiveness, communion with God, and a life of service to Him.  If it is not a present reality to us, we will 
have trouble conveying all that to our children.  As the children learn about the past facts & the present 
implications, the ordinance truly becomes a permanent memorial down through the generations

Conclusion:


	Ex. 12:14-28  “A Day of Remembering”
	First Point: What Does the Passover Mean?
	Second Point: How Do We Remember the Passover?

