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KJV – Revelation 16:1-11 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson 37 

Introduction: 

     In the previous lesson we saw the introduction of the seven angels that have the last seven vials 
of God’s wrath to be poured out upon mankind. Revelation chapter 16 will give us just a few of the 
details contained within these last seven plagues of God’s judgment. These vials contain the direct 
judgment of God upon the world; they do not come about from the misdoings of man, or the 
working of Satan but they are directly coming from God Almighty.  

     As we move through these last seven plagues of the judgment of God I want you to notice the 
definite similarities between these judgments in this chapter and God’s judgments that were 
brought upon Egypt through Moses just prior to the exodus of the children of Israel.  

Revelation 16:1-11 

1And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the 
vials of the wrath of God upon the earth. 

2 And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore 
upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his image. 

3 And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a dead man: and 
every living soul died in the sea. 

4 And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters; and they became 
blood. 

5 And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, 
because thou hast judged thus. 

6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they 
are worthy. 

7 And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy 
judgments. 

8 And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch men 
with fire. 
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9 And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over 
these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory. 

10 And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of 
darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, 

11 And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their 
deeds. 

   With these events it may seem as if total global chaos as taken over and mankind is suffering 
beyond measure. But you need to understand that the LORD Jesus Christ is still in complete control. 
Do you remember back in Revelation chapter five when John told us that the LORD Jesus Christ was 
the only One that was found worthy both in heaven and in earth to open the book and to lose the 
seven seals. He and only He opened this book and loosed the seals to usher in this entire series of 
sevens with the judgments of His wrath that will culminate with His second coming. 

Revelation 16:1 

1And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the 
vials of the wrath of God upon the earth. 

    Up to this point we have a world that has been ruined by man and ruled by Satan, yet these 
judgments bring the rescued by God. This great voice issues a command to these seven angels to go 
their ways and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth. Notice the command stated 
“go your ways,” meaning each of these angels had their own individual specific marching orders 
from God concerning their vials.  

     There are some observations that I want to bring out within this lesson about these last seven 
judgments of the wrath of Almighty God.  

- Observation I – These bowl judgments are the third series of Judgments that unfold during 
Daniel’s 70th Week. They follow in succession after the Seals and the Trumpets. 

 
- Observation II – These seven bowl judgments are the last of the judgments of God’s wrath. 

“And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having the seven last 
plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God” (Revelation 15:1).  
 

- Observation III – These last seven bowl judgments are the wrath of God. They clearly show 
the reader just a portion of what God’s wrath is like. “And I saw another sign in heaven, great 
and marvellous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of 
God” (Revelation 15:1). “And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven 
angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth” (Revelation 
16:1). 

 
- Observation IV – These last seven bowl judgments are poured out upon those who live upon 

the earth. “pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth” (Revelation 16:1). 
 



3 
 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-37    Princess Chapel Church 
 

- Observation V – These last seven bowl judgments begin as a result of the direct command 
from God. “And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your 
ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth” (Revelation 16:1). 

 
- Observation VI – These last seven bowl judgments may be poured out one right after 

another with very little time lapse in between them.  
 
- Observation VII – These last seven bowl judgments are poured out upon the unbelieving 

and unrepentant people of the earth.  

Revelation 16:2 

2 And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore 
upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his image. 

     This first judgment upon the unbelieving and unrepentant people of the earth is a noisome and 
grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his 
image. The NASB translates this as a loathsome and malignant sore. This is the same word used for 
“boil” in the Greek Septuagint in the plague against the Egyptians in Exodus. 
 
Exodus 9:8-12 

8 And the LORD said unto Moses and unto Aaron, Take to you handfuls of ashes of the furnace, and let 
Moses sprinkle it toward the heaven in the sight of Pharaoh. 

9 And it shall become small dust in all the land of Egypt, and shall be a boil breaking forth with blains 
upon man, and upon beast, throughout all the land of Egypt. 

10 And they took ashes of the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh; and Moses sprinkled it up toward 
heaven; and it became a boil breaking forth with blains upon man, and upon beast. 

11 And the magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils; for the boil was upon the 
magicians, and upon all the Egyptians. 

12 And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had 
spoken unto Moses. 

     These boils or sores are described as being “loathsome” and “malignant.” The word “sore” is a 
Greek word that describes an ulcer or wound. The word “loathsome” refers to that which is bad or 
harmful, which makes one very ill. The word “malignant” is one that means this is very physically 
painful. According to verses 10-11, these sores do not disappear. It is so interesting and ironic that 
the one thing these people thought could save them in receiving the mark of the beast is actually the 
one thing that will condemn them. 
 
Revelation 13:16-17 

16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their 
right hand, or in their foreheads: 
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17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the 
number of his name. 

     Because once this first bowl of God’s wrath is poured out, who upon the earth is plagued by these 
boils? And there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and 
upon them which worshipped his image. 

Revelation 16:3 

3 And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a dead man: and 
every living soul died in the sea. 

     The second bowl was poured out upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a dead man: and 
every living soul died in the sea. This judgment is almost a mirrored repeat of the second trumpet 
however it is far, far worse. It also is like the plague against Egypt of Exodus chapter seven. 
However this plague will be far more widespread. All of the water of the world’s oceans and seas 
will turn to blood unlike in the second trumpet where it was contained to just one third.  

Revelation 16:4-7 

4 And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters; and they became 
blood. 

5 And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, 
because thou hast judged thus. 

6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they 
are worthy. 

7 And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy 
judgments. 

     Now the third bowl is poured out upon the fresh water. This is especially difficult upon the world 
because of the severe drought that man has been experiencing. Some would look at this and 
proclaim that this is just not fair. Look at what the angel proclaims, and I heard the angel of the 
waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged 
thus. 
 
     The judgments of the Tribulation are righteous and holy because they are God’s judgments; end 
of discussion. Whatever God does even in judgment is perfectly right. It doesn’t matter what the 
tragedy or calamity is; it is right because God does it. If a person doesn’t agree with what God is 
doing, it is not God who is wrong, it is the person. And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so, 
Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments. 
 
Revelation 16:8-9 

8 And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch men 
with fire. 
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9 And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over 
these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory. 

     We know from Revelation 8:12 that there has already been a reduction of light. But what this 
judgment does is bring about an intensification of heat. In this bowl judgment, God will use His sun 
to scorch men with ferocious and unbearable heat. This will be an intense burning and scorching 
that will come directly from the sun. 
 
     If we remember that the ocean has been turned to blood and the fresh water has also been 
turned to blood, this will be a horrible judgment. God will turn up the thermometer as a Tribulation 
judgment and there will be no water to quench the thirst. Shade trees will be gone because there 
will be no water to maintain leaves. God will turn the entire world into a burning hot desert.  
This will be very close to being a literal “hell on earth.”  

     There is an interesting promise that God makes to His faithful people from the nation Israel in 
Psalm 121, I do believe that it has great application to this moment in the Great Tribulation. 

 

Psalm 121:1-8 

1 I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. 

2 My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth. 

3 He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber. 

4 Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. 

5 The LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand. 

6 The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. 

7 The LORD shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul. 

8 The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore. 

 
Revelation 16:10-11 

10 And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of 
darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, 

11 And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their 
deeds. 
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     The Great Tribulation darkness is clearly predicted in several passages in the Old Testament: 
 
Isaiah 60:2 - For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the 
LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. 

Joel 2:1-2 - Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the 
inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand; A day of 
darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the 
mountains: a great people and a strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more 
after it, even to the years of many generations. 

Joel 2:31 -  The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and 
terrible day of the LORD come. 
 
     It is specifically stated that this bowl judgment is aimed at “the throne of the beast ” and the 
people who comprise his “kingdom.”  
 
This judgment is aimed at the satanic Antichrist and all those affiliated with him.  
 
1) All the people are smitten with painful boils.  
2) All drinking water is gone.  
3) These people are being scorched with intense heat.  
4) All light goes out.  
 
     The people are literally in total darkness and in so much burning pain that they “gnaw their 
tongues.” This is a physical prelude to hell. Here is a literal picture of what people in hell experience 
forever and ever. They are in burning pain with no relief, in total darkness, and there is weeping 
and gnashing of tongues and teeth.  
 
     What we read in verse 11 is staggering: And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains 
and their sores, and repented not of their deeds. 
 
1) They blasphemed God.  
2) They would not repent of their evil deeds.  
 
     The threat of ferocious judgment does not change the evil, hard heart of man. Most people when 
faced with the threat of burning in hell will not repent. William Newell used to say, “If men are not 
won by grace, they will never be won.” Scare tactics scare, hell and eternal torture will terrify but the 
amazing grace of God that is what saves.  
 
     This moment with the fifth bowl judgment puts us very near to the end of the seven year 
tribulation period. We know this for two main reasons: 
 

1. The total darkness throughout the world. “Immediately after the tribulation of those days 
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the 
Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the 
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory” (Matthew 24:29-30). 
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2. The next bowl judgment prepares the armies for the great battle of Armageddon. This great 
marshalling of Satan’s forces against God will be stopped with the return of Christ, and the 
defeat of Satan’s forces. “And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, 
gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. And 
the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with  
which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his 
image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. And the remnant 
were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his 
mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh” (Revelation 19:19-21). 

 

Isaiah 24:1-6 

1 Behold, the LORD maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and 
scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof. 

2 And it shall be, as with the people, so with the priest; as with the servant, so with his master; as with 
the maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with the lender, so with the 
borrower; as with the taker of usury, so with the giver of usury to him. 

3 The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the LORD hath spoken this word. 

4 The earth mourneth and fadeth away, the world languisheth and fadeth away, the haughty people of 
the earth do languish. 

5 The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, 
changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. 

6 Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate: therefore the 
inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men left. 

 

     This point brings us to a time that no unbeliever wants to be present for. This culminates with 
the battle of Armageddon that does not end well at all for the unbelieving and unrepentant sinners 
with the return of the LORD Jesus Christ with His Saints with power and great glory.  

Matthew 24:44 

44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh. 
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