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Message #55                                                                                                              Luke 11:24-28 

 

Many years ago, in another ministry, there was a man who had a terrible drinking problem.  It 

affected his family, his friends and his job.  Finally, in an act of desperation, he checked him- 

self into a rehabilitation center that was known for its ability to help deliver people from their 

problem with alcohol.  It was a six week program and when the man graduated from it, he 

appeared to be a new man, at least for a while. 

 

His reformation was short-lived and it wasn’t too long before he was right back at it.  He actually 

began drinking again and drank more than when he went to the rehab center.  Finally, his wife 

and children had enough and she left him.  The truth is, his latter condition was worse than 

before his reform. 

 

Jesus Christ wanted His disciples to realize that this same kind of thing can happen in the 

spiritual world.  Without a real relationship with Jesus Christ, any reformation will be short- 

lived.  It may appear impressive for a moment, but it won’t last.  The person will eventually 

return to the sinful slop. 

 

There were many people following Jesus Christ physically by this time.  He was the most 

interesting Person to ever be on this earth and people were drawn to Him.  His teaching was  

soul cutting.  His miracles were crowd inspiring. 

 

But the truth is, very few were actually cultivating a personal relationship with Him.  They were 

just along for the temporary ride, but not really committing their life to Him.  Christ wanted 

people to realize that exposure to truth made them highly accountable.  For one to actually 

see and experience the power of Jesus Christ, when He was here on earth, and not respond, was 

something very serious.  Israel was in serious danger of coming under a national control of 

demons because she would not respond to Jesus Christ. 

 

That point is very clear from this text: 

 

RELIGIOUS REFORMATION WITHOUT A TRUE RIGHTEOUS REFORMATION 

WILL LEAVE ONE IN A WORSE CONDITION AND BRING ONE TO GREATER 

JUDGMENT. 

 

C. I. Scofield titled these verses “Worthlessness of self-reformation” (The Scofield Study Bible, 

NASV, p. 1426).  This is something most people do not understand.  Satan and his demonic 

forces always do their greatest work in the arena of religion (II Cor. 11:13-15).  Satan and 

his demons want people to religiously reform as long as it is not in a real commitment to Jesus 

Christ and a real commitment to the word of God.  

 

When some person has some religious experience apart from a true relationship with Jesus 

Christ, Satan and his forces will have a field day and in the end, the latter condition of the person 

will end up being worse than the first condition. 
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Jesus Christ did not nor does not want people playing religion.  He wants people to respond to 

Him and to God’s word and if a person refuses, he will end up a great target for Satan and will  

be severely judged. 

 

God wants people to hear the word and properly respond to the word of God (11:28).  The Queen 

of the south did in Solomon’s day (11:31) and the people of Nineveh did in Jonah’s day (11:32), 

but not many were in Christ’s day and certainly not many are in our day.  

 

Now there are two parts to this very important text researched and written by Dr. Luke: 

 

PART #1 – Jesus gives an illustration of worthless and dangerous reformation.  11:24-26 

 

Demons are involved in religious reformation.  It is more than just coincidence that Christ uses 

an illustration of a demon because He had been accused of being demonic (11:15).  The religious 

leaders accused Jesus Christ of being able to cast out a demon by the power of Satan and his 

demons. 

 

Christ wanted this whole crowd to realize that the fact that they had seen Him display the power 

of God made them highly accountable and when they saw the demon leave, if they did not 

respond to Him, the end result would be far worse than their beginning state. 

 

There is no question that in the aftermath of Israel rejecting Jesus Christ, Satan has had a field 

day blinding the minds of the Jews to the truth.  Their national house has been left desolate now 

for nearly 2,000 years, and in these past 2,000 years very few Jews have actually believed in 

Jesus Christ as the God/Savior/Messiah/King. 

 

Now to make His point that religious reformation is worthless without a true righteous reality, 

Christ uses the illustration of a man who had been once demon-possessed. 

 

During the time when Jesus Christ was on earth, in order for a demon to go out of a person, it 

had to be cast out in the name of Jesus Christ (i.e. Luke 9:1, 48-49).  The fact that one was using 

the name of Jesus to cast out demons did not automatically mean the person was in a true 

relationship with God (i.e. Acts 19:13).  Obviously the reason why the name of Christ had to be 

used when Jesus was here was because God was making a statement to the world, specifically 

that deliverance from sin and Satan may only be found in Jesus Christ.  Every time a person 

was delivered from a demon, the name of Jesus Christ was invoked, which demonstrated the 

Divine and Sovereign power in His name. 

 

Jesus Christ had just cast out a demon (11:14) and having just been accused of being Satanic,  

He decided to use this as an opportunity to teach a very important point–exposure to the true 

power of God and a failure to truly respond to the true power of God will leave one in a  

far worse state than prior to the exposure. 
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In this illustration, a man who had been possessed by a demon, had seen a powerful first hand 

work of God in that Jesus Christ had delivered him personally from demon possession.  Just 

because one is delivered from something, does not mean they are in a right relationship with 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Jesus wants this man and all others to realize that just because He had delivered him from 

demon possession did not automatically mean that the person was in a right relationship 

with Him.  It did not mean that this man believed in Jesus Christ and had committed his 

life to Him. 

 

Many people appear to be delivered from all sorts of things and it does not mean they are in a 

right relationship with Jesus Christ.  In fact, Jesus was clear to point out that there will actually 

be many who will end up in hell who actually cast out demons using His name (Matt. 7:22-23). 

 

One time I asked someone if they had believed on Jesus Christ and their answer was they had 

stopped drinking and smoking.  That doesn’t prove anything.  A lot of people do that.  So I said 

you must have misunderstood the question because that doesn’t prove a thing.  That was Christ’s 

point here. 

 

Now in the illustration Jesus wants to specifically inform people by bringing out four truths 

concerning demons: 

 

Truth #1 - When a demon leaves a person, it looks for a waterless place to rest.  11:24a 

 

What this pictures is that once a demon leaves a person, it will look for another person who is 

spiritually dry and dead, who has not partaken of the “living water” which is by faith in Jesus 

Christ (i.e. John 4:7-14). 

 

Clearly the implication of this text is that demons cannot possess a true believer in Jesus 

Christ.  A demon will always look to possess one who is spiritually dead and dry. 

 

Demons do not and cannot ever enter one who is spiritually alive.  One who has Jesus Christ  

in his or her life never has to worry about demon possession. 

 

If you want to see someone who is actually demon-possessed, then look at someone who is 

spiritually dry and dead.  There is where you will find the true real work of Satan.  Dry and  

dead religion is the home of demons. 

 

Truth #2 - When a demon cannot find a waterless place, it will return to its original place.  

                      11:24b 

 

It is a wonderful thing when demons realize that everyone in this church is a partaker of living 

water.  It is a wonderful thing when people in a church are so spiritually alive that there is no 

room for Satan. 
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Satan and his demons are restless and they do not want people being at rest or at peace, so they 

look for those who are without Christ to possess.  Now when a demon cannot find someone to 

possess, it will go back to its original place of residency to see whether or not the person has 

responded to Jesus Christ. 

 

This is a very important point to realize.  It is perfectly legitimate to assume that once one has 

been delivered from some sin or Satanic power, some major demonic temptation or test will  

soon come your way.  Those demons will come back to see if the commitment is real. 

 

If you have been delivered from something, you may expect at some point in time to be strongly 

tempted in the same area because that is how demons work.  They go back to the very spot from 

which they were previously delivered and try to get some inroad into that person once again. 

If a person is a believer in Jesus Christ and is filling his or her life with the word of God and the 

truth of God, those demons flee.   

 

Although a believer may not be demon-possessed, he may be demonically tested or oppressed. 

Demons will often go back to the one they dominated to see if there is an opening for them 

again. 

 

Truth #3 - When a demon finds the original place clean but dry, it will take up residency at a 

                      greater level than before.  11:25-26a 

 

Demons love to find people who are getting their lives together without Jesus Christ and the 

power of Jesus Christ in the life.  For them, this type of person is a gold mine.  Demons love  

to find a person who, seemingly by the power of self, appears to be clean and orderly.  Demons 

love to find people who have morally cleaned up their own lives and have reformed them-

selves without the power of Jesus Christ. 

 

False religions that promote moral things are a gold mine for demons.  Islam is a gold mine for 

demons.  Mormonism is a gold mine for demons.  Modern day Episcopalianism, Lutheranism, 

Presbyterianism and Methodism are all gold mines for the demonic world.  Demons love religion 

and demons love people who are religious.  They love a person who is clean and orderly in the 

sight of men.   

 

The truth is, in the sight of God, this person is unclean and disorderly.  In fact, apart from Jesus 

Christ, the person is filthy and so are their works. 

 

Truth #4 - When a demon gets control of a person again, his last condition is worse than his first  

                      condition.  11:26b 

 

Many people who are evil and demon-possessed at one time had great exposure to the truth about 

Jesus Christ.   
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If one does not have a true relationship with Jesus Christ, Satan will have a field day dominating 

and developing and possessing this kind of person. 

 

PART #2 – Luke records the response of a woman to the illustration of worthless reformation.  

                      11:27-28 

 

As Christ completed the illustration, a woman yelled out something you would expect to hear 

from the Catholic Church.  She started praising Mary and yelled blessed is the fruit of the womb 

of the woman who bore Jesus and nursed Jesus.  The woman is moving the emphasis from Jesus 

Christ to Christ’s mother. 

 

Frankly this is probably a hint that Satan dominates the Catholic religion.  Instead of this woman 

honoring Jesus Christ and falling down before Him, she honored Christ’s mother.  Who was 

responsible for this response?  In all reality it was Satan and his demons. 

 

Satan and his demons know truth about Jesus Christ.  Satan and his demons communicate things 

about Jesus Christ.  What they don’t want is someone having a personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Satan loves to get people to focus on something good about religion and something good about 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Jesus was quick to point out that the one blessed was the one who hears the word and obeys the 

word. 

 

Demons are real and demons are active.  Their goal is to keep people away from a true 

relationship with Jesus Christ.  Demons are evil and they will always make things far worse for 

people even if they appear to be good. 

 

It is possible for one to say good things about Jesus Christ.  It is possible for one to be very, very 

religious.  It is possible to point to real self-reformation.  It is possible for one to appear to live a 

good, moral, upstanding life and people think you are wonderful.  It is possible to do all of these 

things and be completely controlled by Satan and demons. 

 

I love something Dr. McGee said, “If everyone in the world would quit sinning right now, there 

would not be more Christians.  To stop sinning does not make a Christian.  Reformation is not 

what is needed.  Regeneration is what is needed” (Luke, Thru the Bible, Vol.4, p. 298). 

 

The real issue is this–Do you personally have Jesus Christ in your life?  Have you personally 

believed on Jesus Christ? 


