
THE SON AND THE FATHER 
John 5:17-23 

1. Jesus claimed the right to heal on the Sabbath because 
even His Father works on the Sabbath. 
Matthew 5:17  Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not 
come to destroy, but to fulfil. 
Deuteronomy 5:12-15  Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as the LORD thy God hath 
commanded thee.  13  Six days thou shalt labour, and do all thy work:  14  But the 
seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, 
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thine ox, 
nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; that thy 
manservant and thy maidservant may rest as well as thou.  15  And remember that thou 
wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the LORD thy God brought thee out thence 
through a mighty hand and by a stretched out arm: therefore the LORD thy God 
commanded thee to keep the sabbath day. 
Exodus 20:8-11  Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.  9  Six days shalt thou 
labour, and do all thy work:  10  But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: 
in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, 
nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:  11  For in 
six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested 
the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. 
Genesis 2:2-3  And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he 
rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made.  3  And God blessed the 
seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which 
God created and made. 
Hebrews 1:3  Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his 
person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself 
purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; 
Matthew 12:11-12  And he said unto them, What man shall there be among you, that 
shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, 
and lift it out?  12  How much then is a man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful 
to do well on the sabbath days. 
Matthew 12:4-8  How he entered into the house of God, and did eat the shewbread, 
which was not lawful for him to eat, neither for them which were with him, but only for 
the priests?  5  Or have ye not read in the law, how that on the sabbath days the priests 
in the temple profane the sabbath, and are blameless?  6  But I say unto you, That in this 
place is one greater than the temple.  7  But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will 
have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltless.  8  For the 
Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day. 

2. The unity of the Father and Son relationship is based on 
LOVE within the godhead. 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15  For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, 
that if one died for all, then were all dead:  15  And that he died for all, that they which 
live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and 
rose again. 
Matthew 10:39  He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my 
sake shall find it.  
John 17:24  Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I 
am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me 
before the foundation of the world. 
John 15:9  As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 
John 14:31  But that the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave 
me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence. 
John 14:15  If ye love me, keep my commandments. 

3. Jesus tells these scoffers that they will marvel at greater 
works, though they will not believe. 
John 8:18  I am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent me beareth 
witness of me. 
See John 11:47-48, 53 

4. God’s desire is that all men give the honor of God to the 
Son. 
2 Peter 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; 
but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance. 
Deuteronomy 32:36, 39  For the LORD shall judge his people, and repent himself for his 
servants, when he seeth that their power is gone, and there is none shut up, or left.  39  
See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god with me: I kill, and I make alive; I 
wound, and I heal: neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand. 
Acts 17:30-31  And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all 
men every where to repent:  31  Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath 
given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead. 
Colossians 1:18-19  And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.  19  For it 
pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; 
Philippians 2:6-11  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God:  7  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  8  And being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  9  
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above 
every name:  10  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the earth;  11  And that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 


