
Morning Sermon July 4, 2021 
“The Key of David, and An Open Door” – Revelation 3:7-13 

 
I. Jesus’ introduction of Himself – 

7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things 
says He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of David, He 
who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”:  
Revelation 3:7 (NKJV) 
 
7 … ‘The words of the holy one, the true one, …  Revelation 3:7 (ESV) 

 
1. The Holy One, the True One – an assertion of Deity, Jesus is 

God! 
2. By calling Himself the Holy One, the True One, Jesus was 

positing Himself as opposite of the synagogue of Satan :9. 
This synagogue, according to Jesus was full of liars, they were not true 
“Jews” yet they were probably claiming “holiness” “truth” and even 
the key, or keys to be theirs … 
 
In John 9, Jesus healed a man born blind.  Because He (Jesus) did this, 
the Pharisees interrogate this man.  In process of questioning, as they 
realize they cannot turn this man against Jesus, they cast him out of 
the synagogue – John 9:34.   They thought they were the “holy” ones, 
they were the “true” ones, they had power to kick people out of the 
synagogue, and in the thinking of that day, that meant losing the 
hope of heaven. 
 
In John 10, with this excommunication still in minds, Jesus claims to be 
the Door to the sheepfold, and Shepherd of the sheep. 
 

3. Similarly, here Jesus has the key of David, He has the power to 
open and shut / not the “synagogue of Satan” so called “Jews 

– these were likely Jews according to the flesh, but not spiritually, not 
morally, as they did not believe in Jesus - John 8:37-47. 
 

4. Jesus’s words here about Himself, seem to be taken from 
Isaiah 22:22 - 

22 The key of the house of David I will lay on his shoulder; So he shall  
open, and no one shall shut; And he shall shut, and no one shall open.  

Isaiah 22:22 (NKJV) 
 
When applied to Jesus: 

A.  the key on the shoulder, rather than just in the hand, implies 
full governing authority, responsibility and power, which it is 
obvious from other Scripture, Christ has – 

6  For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the  
government will be upon His shoulder...  Isaiah 9:6 (NKJV) 
 

B. The original application of Isaiah 22:22 was to “My servant 
Eliakim the son of Hilkiah” – Isaiah 22:20 The powers given to 
Eliakim were obviously temporary, but to our Lord Jesus, they 
are eternal – 

7  Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end,  
Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and  
establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even  
forever.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.  Isaiah 9:7  
(NKJV) 

 
C. The reference to the “key of David” both in Isaiah 22:22 and in  
Revelation 3:7 combined with a mention of the “temple” –  
Revelation 3:12 ties Jesus “the Son of David” to all God’s promises 

to David about building David’s house and keeping his 
(David’s) Son on the throne – 

20 For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the 
glory of God through us.  2 Corinthians 1:20 (NKJV) 

D. Solomon built a physical temple, Jesus builds a spiritual 
temple, we are that spiritual temple – 

19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 having 
been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, 
being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom 
you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the 
Spirit.  Ephesians 2:19–22 (NKJV) 
 



II. Jesus’ favor toward and evaluation of, the church 
in Philadelphia - 

8 “I know your works…” Revelation 3:8 A (NKJV) 
 
1. Jesus knew the works of the church in Philadelphia, yet not one 

negative thing is said about them, not one sin is pointed out. 
A. If sin was there, it was confessed and repented of! 
B. If sin was there, it was forgiven, covered and cleansed by 

Christ’s blood – 
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.  1 John 1:9–10 
(NKJV) 
 

2. See Jesus’ grace, favor toward this church - 
See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for 

you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My 
name. Revelation 3:8 

Jesus opens a door – 
A. They were not able to open themselves … 
B. The Synagogue of Satan they would deal with Revelation 3:9 

could not close this door - 
C. This door is an open door to Heaven! 
D. This door is an open door for ministry, evangelism – 
E. Christ’s opening this door for them is important as they have 

“little strength” and are unable to open this door for 
themselves!   

F. The application for a little church like ours in regard to 
evangelism is obvious, keep Jesus’ word, do not deny His Name, 
and He will open doors, He will add to the church – 

42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 Then fear came 
upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the 
apostles. 44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in 
common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them 
among all, as anyone had need.  46 So continuing daily with one accord 
in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their 
food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having 
favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those 
who were being saved.  Acts 2:42–47 (NKJV) 

“F” is for be “faithful” “F” is for “follow” Jesus, and He will make us 
“fishers” of men – 
19 Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.”  Matthew 4:19 
 

3. Even the synagogue of Satan seems converted - 
9 Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they 

are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will make them come and 
worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you. 

 
A. Note, Jesus makes it happen - 9 Indeed I will make 
B. Note, Jesus humbles the worst of men and converts them -  

indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to 
know that I have loved you. 
 

C. Our part is to keep God’s / Christ’s command - 
 10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will 

keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, 
to test those who dwell on the earth. Revelation 3:10  (see John 14:15) 

 
III. Christ’s coming, QUICKLY - 
11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no 

one may take your crown. 12 He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar 
in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on him 
the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New 
Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will 
write on him My new name. 
13 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.” ’  Revelation 3:7–13 (NKJV) 

 
1. “Hold fast” - :11 True Christians stay Christians, they keep their 

crowns – 
2. Overcoming is rewarded with being made a pillar in Christ 

spiritual, living temple … :12 
3. The Names written on God’s people, :12, mean they belong to 

Him, what a joy to belong to Jesus –  
27 My sheep hear My voice (and the Spirit’s :13), and I know them, and 
they follow Me. 28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, 
who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to 
snatch them out of My Father’s hand. 30 I and My Father are one.”  John 
10:27–30 (NKJV) 


