Readings from 1 Kings 3:5-9-July 2-8, 2023
 
5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask! What shall I give you?”
6 And Solomon said: “You have shown great mercy to Your servant David my father, because he walked before You in truth, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with You; You have continued this great kindness for him, and You have given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 7 Now, O LORD my God, You have made Your servant king instead of my father David, but I am a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And Your servant is in the midst of Your people whom You have chosen, a great people, too numerous to be numbered or counted. 9 Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?”



Sunday: Why would God give Solomon anything he wanted?
Give thanks for ruling elders at Terre Haute, Ind., RPC who work hard to serve Christ and the congregation. Belle Center, Ohio, RPC has members and adherents traveling up to 90 minutes each way for church. Please pray for safety on the roads and highways, and pray, too, that the several different population centers in the congregation will be blessed to become nuclei for new congregations in western and central Ohio.

Monday: Notice that David was God’s servant. Can we say the same for our magistrates and municipalities today?
Pray that the Lord would bless the students presently enrolled in Southfield, Mich., RPC’s pre-seminary theological studies program, which will enter its third semester in the fall, God willing.
Tuesday: in v7, notice that Solomon knows he must depend on God because he is not able to do so without God.
Give thanks for the new families and visitors who have been attending New Creation (Kitchener, Ont.) RPC.
Wednesday:  Notice that wisdom and understanding are handmaidens.
Pray for God to direct First (Cambridge, Mass.) RPC and open a door of opportunity for them to be able to church plant in the future.
Thursday:  Can man truly be discerning without wisdom?
Please pray for Sycamore (Kokomo, Ind.) RPC’s new elder, recently elected, ordained, and installed, that he would be a help to the session as they seek to shepherd the flock.
Friday:  Can you think of some differences in our nation if our leaders had wisdom?
Pray with Hetherton (Johannesburg, Mich.) RPC for the Spirit's work in the lives of those who hear the Word, both members and adherents.
Saturday:  Do you pray that church leaders have wisdom to lead the church?
Pray for the RP Missions teams traveling to Japan, Northern Ireland, and Pittsburgh this month. Pray that each team would be an encouragement to the churches in these places. Pray that the participants would work well with their teammates and be a great encouragement to those in the churches they are traveling to serve.
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 Welcome and Announcements 

 Scripture Memory and Catechism Questions

 The Call to Worship                                                       Psalm 95:1-3                                                             

*The Invocation

*Psalm 1A                                            “O Greatly Blessed is the Man”

 Scripture Reading  
*Psalm 19A        “The Spacious Heavens Declare the Glory of  our  God”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 Pastoral Prayer 

*Psalm 23 B                           “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”

 Scripture Text                                                                       Psalm 82

 The Sermon                                  Believers, Pray to the Righteous Judge                                           

*Prayer 

*Psalm 82                                                   “God is in His Congregation”
        
*Benedictory Prayer  
*Psalm 68E                                          “O all Ye Kingdoms of the Earth”               
* Congregation will please stand.

We are so glad that you could join us today!  Please be sure to return next week and bring a friend.  

Scripture Memory and Catechism Questions & Answers
“Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy.
For all nations shall come and worship before You, For Your judgments have been manifested.” – Revelation 15:4 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.” – 2 Corinthians 5:10 “They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.” – 1 Peter 4:5

Q. 28 Wherein consisteth Christ’s exaltation? A. Christ’s exaltation consisteth in his rising again from the dead on the third day, in ascending up into heaven, in sitting at the right hand of God the Father, and in coming to judge the world at the last day.
Q 38. What benefits do believers receive from Christ at the resurrection? A. At the resurrection, believers, being raised up to glory, shall be openly acknowledged and acquitted on the day of judgment, and made perfectly blessed in the full enjoying of God to all eternity. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
For your convenience, a tithe box is located at the back.

Filling the pulpit today is Elder T.J. Pattillo, our ministerial intern, who is studying for the gospel ministry.

Sermon Outline

I. The Psalmist Message is that God Presides Over the Magistrates of Men. V.1





II. As a Result, God Witnesses their Injustices. VV.2-4




III. The Cause of the Magistrate’s Injustice is lack of Wisdom. V.5




IV. God’s Judgment is Pronounced. VV 6-7






V. Like All Believers, Israel Prays to God for Justice. V 8





VI. Jesus Christ is the Just Magistrate. (2 Timothy 4:8)

