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“The Shedding of Blood for the Forgiveness of Sins” 
 

Liturgical Date:  Proper 26 B 
 
Primary Text:  Hebrews 9:11-22 
 

Grace be unto you, and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  The primary text for today, the 24th Sunday after Pentecost is 

the Epistle lesson from Hebrews, the 9th chapter.  The title of today’s 

sermon is “The Shedding of Blood for the Forgiveness of Sins”.  I want to 

begin by reading you a quote from a “Christian” book that was written a 

number of years ago which sold many copies: (This book is Love Wins by 

Rob Bell who has since abandoned many core Christian beliefs) 
“There’s nothing wrong with talking and singing about how the ‘Blood will never lose its 
power’ and ‘Nothing but the blood will save us, Those are powerful metaphors. But we 
don’t live any longer in a culture in which people offer animal sacrifices to the gods. 

People did live that way for thousands of years, and there are pockets of primitive 
cultures around the world that do continue to understand sin, guilt, and atonement in 
those ways,” he continues. “But most of us don’t. What the first Christians did was look 
around them and put the Jesus story in language their listeners would understand.” 
 
 What is your reaction to this?  Well, my reaction and likely your 

reaction if you were listening to the Epistle reading is that this is an 

inaccurate and even dangerous statement.  The forgiveness of sins through 

the blood of Jesus is not a metaphor!  The atonement is not just something 

that is to bent and shaped to be culturally relevant, but a truth that is to be 

boldly and joyfully proclaimed.  And it’s not just this one author-who by the 

way since writing this book in 2011 has pretty much abandoned most 

orthodox Christian beliefs.  All across Christendom there is a movement to 

downplay, or at least not talk about, the bloody sacrifice of God on our 

behalf.  The shedding of blood is seen by some as remote and culturally 
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irrelevant, too gory, or focusing on the wrong thing.  If you sample the 

messages coming from many popular “Christian” books, preachers, and 

music you will see that it is much different than what we often found in the 

past.  There is much more of a focus on man and doing than what God has 

done for us by the blood of Jesus.  Today we will see why the shedding of 

blood is required for the forgiving of sins and that it is foundational to what 

we believe as Christians as we look at Hebrews 9:11-22.  In fact, Martin 

Luther said that this passage of Hebrews was pivotal to understanding the 

whole book.    

So, first of all, why is the shedding of blood needed?  To put it simply 

because there is sin and to make it even more personal-we are sinners!  God 

is holy and sin cannot be in His presence.  Heaven is reserved for those that 

have been cleansed of their sin.  To enter heaven, one must be holy.  And to 

meet God’s standard we must be “without spot” (v14), that is without 

blemish.  We have transgressed (v15), that is, broken the law of God.  Our 

other lessons speak of this law.  The Psalm spoke of how we should strive to 

keep the Law.  Deuteronomy 6 clearly proclaims that there is but one God 

and that the greatest commandment is to “love the Lord God with all thine 

heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.”  In the Gospel Lesson 

from St. Mark 13, Jesus repeats this and adds that the other great 

commandment is that we also should “love thy neighbor as thyself” (v31).  

So just love God and others-sounds easy enough right?  Wrong.  Read both 

the New and Old Testament and we see people constantly failing to do this.  

Look into the mirror of God’s Law and see that we have also failed to do 

this.  Can we honestly say that we have always put God first in everything 

we have ever done?  Have we always treated people with kindness and 

respect in the way that we would want them to treat us?  No, we too have 
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failed to keep the Law perfectly.  And no amount of “dead works” on our 

part can save us.  Someone else had to pay it for us.  Luther wrote, “no sin is 

forgiven, nor the Holy Spirit given, by reasons of works or merit on our part, 

but alone through the blood of Christ.” 

 This passage, and the book of Hebrews in general, makes many 

references to the Old Testament and the sacrificial system that was in place 

then.  Its original audience was Jews who were very familiar with the temple 

sacrifice system.  From the first book of the Bible we see that blood is tied 

into forgiveness of sins and protection from the just wrath of God.  After 

Adam and Eve fell into sin, Genesis 3:21 tells us that God made clothes for 

them out of animal skins.  You see up to this point, nothing had ever died-

but after sin death entered the world.  An animal had to die and skinned for 

them to have this covering.  At the Passover, the blood of the sacrificed 

sheep signaled protection for the people of Israel from the judgment on the 

firstborn.  God gave the Law to Moses as well as very specific instructions 

on setting up the tabernacle system.  The people would not keep the Law, 

but a system of ritual that involved daily and yearly sacrifice and application 

of blood was put in place.  The priests would carry out this system for 

centuries and later a temple would be built and rebuilt that was centered 

around this system of blood offering.  Verses 19-21 of our Epistle reference 

this.  Leviticus 17:11 states, “The life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have 

given it for you on the altar to make atonement for your souls.” 

 This whole Old Testament system pointed to Jesus Christ.  Jesus 

would come to establish the new covenant to fulfill the old.  In every way 

Jesus Christ was superior to this continuous sacrificial system.  Jesus is true 

man AND true God.  Without Jesus being 100% man and 100% God, the 

final shedding of blood for the forgiveness of sins could not have happened.  
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 Jesus had to be true man so that He would have flesh and blood and 

thus could make the bloody sacrifice.  He had to be man to live under the 

Law.  He had to be God to be the perfect sacrifice as only God is perfect and 

could rise from the dead defeating sin, death, and the devil.  Hebrews 9 

clearly contrasts redemption by the blood of Jesus with the temple system.  

In verse 11 we see that Jesus is the high priest.  He would apply the blood of 

the sacrifice, His very own blood, for the forgiveness of sins.  Verse 11 says 

“the more perfect tabernacle”.  This tabernacle is not a place constructed by 

human hands by the people of Israel, but the perfect tabernacle of God that 

now dwells with us.  Where sheep, goats, birds, and cows cannot be perfect, 

this sacrifice of the God-man was.  This perfect sacrifice ended the continual 

temple sacrificial system (v12).  This sacrifice, the blood of Christ, without 

blemish was given.  One sacrifice, one time, for the forgiveness of all sin.  

Jesus becomes the mediator between sinful man and holy God as His blood-

the actual blood not just a metaphor-was poured out.  The holy of holies is 

now not only open to the high priest once a year, but the curtain is torn in 

two as believers all now have the opportunity to come into God’s presence 

through Jesus, the perfect sacrifice.   

 But why did Jesus have to die?  If it was the blood of Jesus that 

needed to be shed, couldn’t it just be blood from His suffering, a scraped 

knee, or even a pin-prick?  To help illustrated why Jesus has to die, listening 

to the following story (The Beloved Son illustration).  When did the 

millionaire’s will take affect?  That’s right-when he died.  Before he died no 

one could receive the benefits of his last will and testament.  And God has 

even a better inheritance in store for us.  1 Peter 1:4 declares, “To an 

inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved 

in heaven for you.”   
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 Look carefully at verses 15-17 of Hebrews and we see this principle 

for the forgiveness of sins.  Verse 15 starts out, “And for this cause he is the 

mediator of the new testament”.  The ESV translates testament as 

“covenant” showing that this is a promise made from God to His people.  

The Greek word is diatheke, which literally is a last will and testament.  

Verses 16-17 show this as it says, “For where a testament (will) is, there 

must also of necessity be the death of the testator.  For a testament (will) is 

of force after men are dead; otherwise it is of no strength at all while the 

testator liveth.”  God’s will was that the world would be saved through the 

sacrificial death of His Son.  Jesus had to die for this will to go in effect.  

And praise be to God for His loving kindness that he loved His creation so 

much that He died for it.   

 As the meaning of the Second Article of the Creed says in the Small 

Catechism, Jesus has redeemed us-He bought us back, “not with gold or 

silver, but with His holy, precious blood, and with His innocent suffering 

and death.”  This forgiveness is applied to us through Word and Sacrament.  

All of those who repent of their sins and have faith in Christ are covered by 

the blood of the spotless lamb whose blood set us free to be people of God.  

 Verse 13 has what may seem an unusual reference as it speaks of the 

ashes of a dead heifer being sprinkled to purify the unclean.  This is 

described in Numbers 19 were a heifer was killed and ceremonially burned.  

The ashes were saved, mixed with water, and applied to ritually cleanse 

someone who had come in contact with a dead person.  This is a picture of 

Baptism for the New Testament believer.  Jesus makes us clean as the 

perfect sacrifice, His grace coming to us in water and Word-and sprinkling is 

enough-to deliver us from this body of death.  You see we to have touched a 

dead person-ourselves!  Dead in our sin, but now raised to new life with 
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Christ.  The shedding of blood for the forgiveness of sins is seen very clearly 

in Holy Communion as well.  The Words of Institution say, “Drink ye all of 

it; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins.”  When the cup is given, Pastors often say, “this is the 

true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of 

your sins.”   

 Rejoice in this good news, fellow saints of God! This Gospel gives us 

assurance of our forgiveness.  Not by what we have done, but by what He 

has done for us.  Jesus died and rose again.  We who have repented and 

received the forgiveness of sins no longer have to live in dread of 

punishment and damnation.  As verse 14 says, our conscience is purified.  

We are freed from a system of dead works, which cannot please God.  Our 

sins are many.  If they were placed on the scales of justice we would have 

nothing that could balance them out.  However, as theologian Paul 

Kretzmann writes, “God’s blood, God’s martyrdom, God death was thrown 

into the scales; that fact gives us the blessed certainty of our salvation.”  

Does that not give you comfort?  Does that not make you rejoice?  God 

balances the scales with something only He can provide.  God loves us.  God 

has saved us.  His wrath, which we deserved, fell on His own Son.  The 

shedding of blood has provided forgiveness of sins.  Thanks be to God! 

 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 
 
 

 

 


