
Church Membership 11
Toward the Last Great Day



Vow 7. Do you make this profession of faith and 
purpose in the presence of God, in humble reliance 
upon His grace, as you desire to give your account 
with joy at the Last Great Day?  



2 Peter 3



Vow 7. Do you make this profession of faith and 
purpose in the presence of God, in humble 

reliance upon His grace, as you desire to give 
your account with joy at the Last Great Day?



1. We join the church before God, not men.  
2. We humbly rely on his grace to be sustained in the 
Christian life.  
3. We will give account to God for our vows. There is 
a “Great Day.” 



Before God, Not Men



RPT 22.5. A vow in Scripture is an act of voluntary 
dedication to God of one’s person, goods or 
service. A vow is usually made by an individual.  



WCF 22.5. A vow is of the like nature with a 
promissory oath, and ought to be made with the like 
religious care, and to be performed with the like 
faithfulness.  



WCF 22.6. It is not to be made to any creature, but to God alone: and, 
that it may be accepted, it is to be made voluntarily, out of faith, and 
conscience of duty, in way of thankfulness for mercy received, or for the 
obtaining of what we want; whereby we more strictly bind ourselves to 
necessary duties; or to other things, so far and so long as they may fitly 
conduce thereunto.  



Grace for the Christian Life



WCF 17.2. This perseverance of the saints depends not upon their own 
free will, but upon the immutability of the decree of election, flowing from 
the free and unchangeable love of God the Father; upon the efficacy of 
the merit and intercession of Jesus Christ; the abiding of the Spirit, and of 
the seed of God within them; and the nature of the covenant of grace; 
from all which ariseth also the certainty and infallibility thereof.  



WCF 17.3. Nevertheless, they may, through the temptations of Satan and of the 
world, the prevalency of corruption remaining in them, and the neglect of the 
means of their preservation, fall into grievous sins; and, for a time, continue 
therein: whereby they incur God’s displeasure, and grieve His Holy Spirit, come to 
be deprived of some measure of their graces and comforts, have their hearts 
hardened, and their consciences wounded, hurt and scandalize others, and bring 
temporal judgments upon themselves.  



WCF 13.2-3: This sanctification is throughout, in the whole man; yet imperfect 
in this life, there abiding still some remnants of corruption in every part: 
whence ariseth a continual and irreconcilable war; the flesh lusting against the 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh.  

In which war, although the remaining corruption, for a time, may much prevail; 
yet through the continual supply of strength from the sanctifying Spirit of 
Christ, the regenerate part doth overcome; and so, the saints grow in grace, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.  



The Last Great Day



WCF 33.1 God hath appointed a day, wherein He will judge the world in 
righteousness, by Jesus Christ, to whom all power and judgment is given of the 
Father. In which day, not only the apostate angels shall be judged, but likewise 

all persons that have lived upon earth shall appear before the tribunal of Christ, 
to give an account of their thoughts, words, and deeds; and to receive 

according to what they have done in the body, whether good or evil.  



WCF 33.2: The end of God’s appointing this day is for the manifestation of the 
glory of His mercy, in the eternal salvation of the elect; and of His justice, in the 
damnation of the reprobate who are wicked and disobedient. For then shall the 
righteous go into everlasting life, and receive that fulness of joy and refreshing, 
which shall come from the presence of the Lord: but the wicked, who know not 
God, and obey not the Gospel of Jesus Christ, shall be cast into eternal torments, 
and be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of His power.  



WCF 33.3. As Christ would have us to be certainly persuaded that there 
shall be a day of judgment, both to deter all men from sin, and for the 

greater consolation of the godly in their adversity; so will He have that day 
unknown to men, that they may shake off all carnal security, and be always 

watchful, because they know not at what hour the Lord will come; and 
may be ever prepared to say, Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly, Amen.  



RPT 33.5: Believers are to look forward eagerly to 
the last great day, in which they will share in Christ’s 

final victory over evil and experience the fulness of joy 
which is found in the presence of God, forever.  



Vow 7. Do you make this profession of faith and 
purpose in the presence of God, in humble 

reliance upon His grace, as you desire to give 
your account with joy at the Last Great Day? 


