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PROP: To be really free we must glory only in the cross of Christ, therefore it is 

God's will that we should repent from sin and do works fitting for 
repentance. 

Galatians 6 (ESV) 

Bear One Another’s Burdens 

6 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual 
should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too 
be tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if 
anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But let 
each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone 
and not in his neighbor. 5 For each will have to bear his own load.  

6 One who is taught the word must share all good things with the one who 
teaches. 7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will 
he also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap 
corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 9 
And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do 
not give up. 10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and 
especially to those who are of the household of faith.  

Final Warning and Benediction 

11 See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. 12 It is 
those who want to make a good showing in the flesh who would force you to be 
circumcised, and only in order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of 
Christ. 13 For even those who are circumcised do not themselves keep the law, but 
they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh. 14 But far be 
it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world 
has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 For neither circumcision counts for 
anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. 16 And as for all who walk by this 
rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.  
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17 From now on let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks 
of Jesus.  

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.  

The United States of America is known as a free nation. It advertises itself as 
the greatest member of the free world. Indeed we seem to be preoccupied with the 
business of being free. Our men desire the freedom to make a living; our women 
desire freedom from the constraints of the home and press hard for equal rights; 
our young people desire the freedom to behave as they choose. There is the very 
laudable desire to be free from tyranny. 

It was this latter, freedom from tyranny, that moved our forefathers to sign the 
Declaration of Independence thus undertaking the cause of freedom. Governments 
of any kind are costly and now there were new taxes, laws, and continuing war with 
England to assure our newly won "freedom". The immediate cost to the colonies 
was incredible in terms of suffering, loss of income and property, not to mention 
the cost of maintaining war with England. 

Then, a few years later, the war of 1812 was fought. The Civil war, World 
Wars I and II, the wars with Japan, Korea, Vietnam, Grenada, all with their terrible 
cost of money and lives and all in the name of "freedom". As we look at ourselves 
today and as we remember our nations history and the hundreds of thousands of 
American soldiers who have died in the service of our nation we must ask 
ourselves "are we really free?" Apparently Richard Nixon thought so. 

In May of 1970 Richard Nixon declared that the nation was now, "free from 
the destructive conflicts that have plagued man's history." However, as we know 
human conflict has continued unabated and Desert Storm was not even the war to 
end all wars, to which we now add Somalia, Hatti, Bosnia, Afganistan and Iraq 
among others. And consider the enormous rise of Islamic terrorism. Islam seeks to 
propogate itself by the sword as it has since it began with Mohammed in the sixth 
century. The more people there are on this earth the more the conflict, it would 
seem. We have heard many proposals for peace but all have failed. Freedom from 
human bondage and suffering has thus far not been realized. 

The apostle Paul instructs us,  

Galatians 5:1 (ESV) — 1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm 
therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.  
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Jesus spoke of this same issue in one of his many encounters with hostile 
unbelieving Jews,  

John 8:30–38 (ESV) — 30 As he was saying these things, many believed in 
him. 31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, 
you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free.” 33 They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been 
enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 34 Jesus 
answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to 
sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 
36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are 
offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my word finds no place in 
you. 38 I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you have 
heard from your father.”  

What kind of freedom is this? On the one hand people are anything but free, 
yet, on the other hand the Scriptures teach us that people can indeed be free. 

We must notice at the outset, that there are contingencies connected with the 
freedom of which the Scriptures speak. For example, if we abide in the precepts of 
Christ we know the truth and are set free. In the context of Galatians, there is a sort 
of bondage involved with trying to achieve salvation through keeping the law. Since 
we will not or do not keep the laws of God perfectly, we can never attain salvation 
by this means and we are slaves to the law. Paul calls it a curse, saying,  

Galatians 3:10 (ESV) — 10 For all who rely on works of the law are under a 
curse; for it is written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written 
in the Book of the Law, and do them.”  

Paul is not arguing here that the solution to mankind's lack of freedom is, as 
many in our nation believe, restraint upon the power of civil government and the 
virtual abolishment of civil law. Civil government and civil law, insofar as they 
comply with The Law of God, are necessary and are God's minister to restrain evil. 
Civil government and civil law should of course be godly and biblical, however, 
even godly government will not set us free. In order for mankind to ever enjoy the 
freedom of which the Scriptures speak, it is necessary that we be regenerated by 
the Holy Spirit. 

The text that we are dealing with, Galatians 6:7-18, bears out at least three 
precepts. First, people and the society in which they live profoundly influence one 
another. Secondly, we must glory only in Christ and not in our own exploits. And 
thirdly, regeneration is necessary if peace is to be obtained. 
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I. People and  the societies in which they live profoundly influence one 
another. 

Galatians 6:7–10 (ESV) — 7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for 
whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh 
will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the 
Spirit reap eternal life. 9 And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season 
we will reap, if we do not give up. 10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.  

Galatians 6:7-10 states this principle directly. Although Paul speaks 
particularly to the brethren (verse 1) the principle applies to everyone. It is a very 
well known saying, "for whatever one sows, that will he also reap." People who 
work for their own glory or to implement the common consensus of the nation reap 
corruption. This is the inherent problem with a democracy in which the common 
consensus prevails. For example, our nation has to permit the murder of children 
through abortion because the majority of the Supreme Court voted for it. 

The drive for power, self aggrandizement, earthly gain, pleasure, lust, etc., 
ends in the increase of human suffering and bondage ultimately leading to hell 
itself. To the contrary, we must give ourselves to God, to King Jesus. We must be 
His disciples or all is lost.  

Matthew 16:25–26 (ESV) — 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit a man if he 
gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for 
his soul?  

At the end of Galatians chapter 5, the apostle Paul compares those who do 
the things of the flesh or encourage the things of the flesh, as opposed to those 
who exhibit the fruit of the Spirit. Those who do the things of the flesh or encourage 
the things of the flesh do not inherit the kingdom of God. They, contrary to peace 
and freedom, influence society to-  

 Galatians 5:20–21 (ESV) — 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of 
anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things 
like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will 
not inherit the kingdom of God.  

James asks, James 4:1–3 (ESV) — 1 What causes quarrels and what causes 
fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you? 2 You 
desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight 
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and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not 
receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.  

 He goes on to point out that this course of action results in making an enemy 
of God, and what a terrible end that is! 

When the drone of planes sounded over Germany's ancient town of Frieburg 
the night of May 10, 1940, scarcely a burger looked up. They knew their city was 
of no military significance. Suddenly bombs schrieked down. Frieburg's 
picturesque "old city" was heavily damaged. The next day Adolph Hitler screamed, 
"the allies violated an agreement to spare open cities." He vowed, "five German 
bombs will fall for every enemy bomb," and then he tried to live up to it. Nazi planes 
wiped out Rotterdam, swept across the channel, pulverized Dover and Portsmouth, 
and left London's inner city and the Cathedral of Coventry in flaming rubble. The 
words "blitz" and "total war" were added to military language. 

After prolonged insistence by the Western Allies who said none of their 
planes were near Frieburg that fateful night, the truth emerged. German officials, 
digging into the archives of the Institute for Current History at Munich, found out 
that the bombers that hit Frieburg that night were German. Field Marshall 
Herrmann Goering had ordered them from Landsberg for a raid on Dijon, France. 
Lost in the heavy clouds, Goering's bombers had dumped the load on Frieberg by 
mistake. Goering and Hitler agreed to cover up the facts and used the incident to 
justify the ruthless invasion of the Low Countries. 

People are envious and cannot obtain, so they fight and quarrel. Those who 
work for God's glory and for the good of His kingdom are quite different. Those that 
sow to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. They enjoy freedom from the 
punishment of sin, and freedom to grow in grace regardless of their circumstances. 
In the end they reap eternal life. The unsaved are in abject bondage to sin and all 
that they do yields only corruption. 

We ought not to weary in well doing for in due time we shall reap if we do not 
grow weary, says Paul. We should work hard for the good of God's commonwealth 
and we should do good to all men, and especially to those who are of the household 
of faith. Good? People do no spiritual good apart from the grace of God. Freedom? 
Most are slaves to sin. How can we become free? What are the true safeguards 
and conditions of freedom? 

Paul again answers,  
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Galatians 5:13 (ESV) — 13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do 
not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one 
another.  

Galatians 5:16 (ESV) — 16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify 
the desires of the flesh.  

Galatians 6:2 (ESV) — 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of 
Christ.  

Galatians 6:8 (ESV) — 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the 
flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap 
eternal life.  

We should be consumed with passion for God's kingdom. 

II.  We must glory in Christ and not in our own exploits. 

Galatians 6:11–14 (ESV) — 11 See with what large letters I am writing to you 
with my own hand. 12 It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh 
who would force you to be circumcised, and only in order that they may not be 
persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13 For even those who are circumcised do not 
themselves keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may 
boast in your flesh. 14 But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.  

Paul is very emphatic at this point that we should glory only in Christ. Notice 
what he says in verse 11, “See with what large letters I am writing to you with my 
own hand.” We might infer from this that Paul's eyesight was not good. Perhaps, 
but it is suggested that Paul here wishes to emphasize his point. He takes the pen 
from his amanuensis, his secretary if you will, and writes with his own hand with 
large letters to gain our attention. 

In our desire to live at peace with others we often compromise the peace of 
God's kingdom. We follow along with the mainstream of social custom and accept 
as normative the majority opinion which is perhaps the foundation of modern civil 
law. With verse 12 Paul speaks to this issue saying,  

Galatians 6:12 (ESV) — 12 It is those who want to make a good showing in 
the flesh who would force you to be circumcised, and only in order that they may 
not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.  
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Here is self concern. Here is glory but not in the cross of Christ. Isn't this our 
tendency, to go along with the crowd? This may result in freedom and peace but 
not for long. Let us be reminded of the miserable failure to achieve lasting world 
peace this compromise has produced. It is the cross of Christ that matters above 
all else. 

Calvin puts it this way, "Although the preaching of the cross does not agree 
with our human inclination, if we desire to return to God our Author and Maker, 
from whom we have been estranged, in order that He may again begin to be our 
Father, we ought nevertheless to embrace it (the cross) humbly. Surely, after the 
fall of the first man, no knowledge of God apart from the Mediator has had power 
unto salvation." 

Why not glory in the cross? It is powerful. Says Paul,  

Galatians 6:14 (ESV) — 14 But far be it from me to boast except in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the 
world.  

It is this power and this wisdom that brings lasting peace and freedom. It is 
changed men and women, boys and girls, who love the Lord with all their heart and 
serve Him with all their might who will bring peace and freedom to this world. 

The late Authur Brisbane, journalist and columnist, wrote, "We may sweep 
the world clean of materialism. We may scrub the earth white of autocracy. We 
may carpet it with democracy, and drape it with the flags of republicanism. We may 
hang on the walls the thrilling pictures of freedom - here the signing of America's 
independence, there the thrilling portrait of Joan of Arc, yonder the Magna Carta, 
on this side the inspiring picture of Garibaldi. We may spend effort and energy to 
make the world a paradise itself, where the lion of capitalism can lie down with the 
proletariat lamb. But if we turn into that splendid room, mankind with the same old 
heart, 'deceitful and desperately wicked,' we may expect to clean house again not 
many days hence. What we need is a 'Peace Conference' with the Prince of 
Peace." 

III. Regeneration  is  necessary  if  peace  is  ever  to  be attained. 

The Apostle calls our attention to this same truth when he says,  

Galatians 6:15–16 (ESV) — 15 For neither circumcision counts for anything, 
nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. 16 And as for all who walk by this rule, 
peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.  
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By new creation Paul refers to the rebirth or change that occurs in human 
beings as the result of God's powerful work in their lives. He makes friends out of 
His enemies. He turns hearts of stone into hearts of flesh. People who formerly 
sought peace in conformity to the world now seek peace  with God on His terms. 
They begin to love His laws above all else. They love King Jesus and seek to serve 
Him faithfully. Indeed a passion for the kingdom of God develops. They pray for 
peace; God's peace. 

The Israel of God of course refers to the Church. It is within this realm alone 
that true and lasting peace is realized. Why? Because Christ prepares no other 
bride for glory. He cleanses no other with the washing of water and the word. He 
presents no other without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, holy and blameless 
before God. He nourishes and cherishes no other but His Israel, His Church. What 
a powerful cross indeed is this! 

Here is God's will for us. Glory in the cross of Christ. Repent from your sin. 
Call upon God to change your heart and life. Do works fitting for repentance. Sow 
to the Spirit. Reap eternal life. Enjoy freedom. True freedom is not the freedom to 
do whatever we would like to do, rather it is the freedom to glorify and enjoy God 
forever. 

Psalm 19:7–11 (ESV)  

 7  The law of the LORD is perfect,  
reviving the soul;  

  the testimony of the LORD is sure,  
making wise the simple;  

 8  the precepts of the LORD are right,  
rejoicing the heart;  

  the commandment of the LORD is pure,  
enlightening the eyes;  

 9  the fear of the LORD is clean,  
enduring forever;  

  the rules of the LORD are true,  
and righteous altogether.  

10  More to be desired are they than gold,  
even much fine gold;  

  sweeter also than honey  
and drippings of the honeycomb.  

11  Moreover, by them is your servant warned;  
in keeping them there is great reward.  


