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Hello everyone. We're just going to open up in the book of Colossians and it's chapter 1 
and it's from verses 14 to 23. So it's Colossians 1:14-23 and it is looking at Jesus Christ, 
quite simply. It is the preeminence, the glory of Jesus Christ. That's what we're hoping to 
look at tonight as we look at these verses. We're seeing how Jesus Christ was the Creator 
of all things, that he is God, and so as part of the Godhead he was creating all things, he 
sustains all things, and he is the head of the church. That's what I hope to look at as we 
look at these verses, that Jesus Christ created us, he sustains us, and he is the head of us, 
the church, the head of those who belong to him and he deserves, because of that, our 
complete worship, our complete admiration, our complete trust, and it should change the 
way that we live. We should be completely ruled by him and allowing him to be in 
charge of our emotions, in charge of our souls, in charge of our minds, in charge of our 
very being; that he should be Ruler of us because he is Ruler of all. 

Let's look at that in these verses from verses 14 to 23, but before I begin reading, we'll 
just pray.

Dear Lord God, I just thank you so much that we can read these verses in the book of 
Colossians and just be amazed by you, be amazed by your Son Jesus Christ and who he 
is, what he does for us, what he has done for us on the cross, but what he also does for us
daily each day, who he is as the Ruler, the Creator, the Sustainer, the Head, that he is 
everything. I just pray, Lord, that as we read these verses, we will be amazed by Jesus, 
we will be in awe of him, and we will be more inclined to trust him, that we will be 
challenged deeply by your word and that it will convict us and change the way that we 
live, that we will honor and glorify you. In your name. Amen.

So I'll just read these verses first of all, so it's verses 14 to 23 of Colossians 1 and it says,

14 in whom [that's Jesus Christ] we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins. 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 
16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities--all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17 He 
is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 18 He is also head 
of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the 
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to 

Page 1 of 9

http://www.sermonaudio.com/bloodboughtbelief


himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the 
blood of his cross. 21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in 
mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by 
his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach 
before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not 
shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been 
proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a 
minister. 

What an amazing portion of Scripture and, of course, all Scripture is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching and rebuking and correcting and training in righteousness as we read 
in Timothy, but this is just an amazing piece of Scripture as we look into the 
characteristics and the aspects of Jesus Christ. Whenever I read those verses, I break it 
down into 15 different aspects or 15 different parts of Jesus Christ. From verses 14 to 
verse 20, you can see 15 different characteristics, 15 different aspects of Jesus so you can 
really look at each of those aspects and that will be a study in itself. He is just so 
amazing. 

I'll just call out a few of those points that I was looking at, some of those aspects. There 
are 15 points so number 1, we could see that in verse 14, "in whom we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of sins." So there's one aspect of Jesus, that he is our Redeemer and 
forgiver, the forgiver of sins and our Redeemer.  2. He is the image of the invisible God. 
There's another one. 3. The firstborn of all creation. 4. By him all things were created, in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities. 5. All things were created through him. 6. All things are created for him. 7. 
He is before all things. 8. In him all things hold together. And so you can see you can just
keep on going. 9. He is the head of the body, the church. 10. He is the beginning. 11. He 
is the firstborn from the dead. 12. In everything he might be preeminent. 13. In him all 
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell. 14.Through him to reconcile to himself all 
things. 15. Making peace by the blood of his cross. Now there are 15 different aspects, 
each one a study in itself. What an amazing God we serve.

But just as I was looking at that, the first thing we read, of course, or one of the first 
things we read is that he is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 
and that's thinking of creation. You know, one of the topics, I'm a teacher as you know, 
so one of the topics I was looking at this year in teaching my class was in space, so 
whenever I teach, I like to choose certain topics. Those topics are given to me and I can 
choose which one I should teach to my class and I always like to choose a topic that 
really interests me because if I'm really interested by it, it's going to help me teach better. 
So one of the topics I looked at was earth and space and it's just an amazing topic. I just 
love looking at the universe because it's so mind-bogglingly amazing. It's just so out of 
this world, quite literally. But the universe is just astounding and it's too much to fathom. 

You know, there is the moon, for example, six times smaller roughly than the earth, some
scientists say about a quarter of the size of the earth, so it depends on what kind of person
you're reading or what website you look up, but apparently the moon is either 1/6 or ¼ of 
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the size of the earth, so quite a bit smaller anyway and so massive. But then you look at 
the earth and you think, "Wow, the earth must be really big if it's six times bigger than 
the moon," but then you look at other planets in our solar system and, of course, the 
moon isn't a planet but we look at other planets in the solar system and we see how much 
bigger these other planets are in comparison to the earth. We look at Saturn and Jupiter 
and they are massive in comparison to the earth, it makes the earth look like a little 
marble whenever you put it up against Jupiter or Saturn, but then, of course, all of the 
planets are very small compared to the first star, the sun. Our sun is 99.86% of the mass 
of the whole of the solar system. That's amazing. And our sun actually, so they say 
anyway, can fit 1.3 million earths inside it. So if you were to somehow be able to 
duplicate the earth and push them all together, create a big ball of earths, 1.3 million 
earths would be the same size as the sun. That's amazing. 

So the sun is massive, right, and light travels from the sun at 200,000 miles per second. 
That's the speed of light, 200,000 miles per second. So light travels around the earth 
seven times a second. Amazing. And it only takes eight minutes for light to travel from 
the sun all the way to earth, but really that's quite a lot. That's a lot of miles. If it's 
traveling at 200,000 miles a second and it takes eight minutes to hit the earth, the light 
from the sun, you can imagine it is a massive distance from the sun to the earth. But 
having said that, light travels in a year at six trillion miles, so six trillion miles per year, 
that's a light year and that is the measurement that scientists use to measure the universe. 
You know, meter sticks are not going to do any good. The yard is not going to be helpful.
We need a scale of light years to measure the universe and that is six trillion miles. That's
what a light year is roughly. 

And yet whenever we look at the Milky Way, our solar system is just a little speck in the 
subdivision that is our Milky Way. The Milky Way is 180,000 light years wide. That is 
amazing. So our little solar system is a tiny little speck way off in the edge of the Milky 
Way and we are just a tiny tiny little speck and it just makes us feel so small and 
whenever we think about that, we are amazed yet again because the Milky Way has 
billions of stars and we think the sun's big, but the largest known star, the red hyper-giant,
can fit 9.3 billions suns inside it. I mean, all of this now is just becoming numbers to me. 
I don't understand the breadth and the height and the depth of the universe. There's no 
way of understanding it. 

All we know is that it's massive and we look at it and then we think about the grandeur of
it even right down to the perfect way the eye is formed and we think to ourselves, "How 
is everything so intricate and yet so massive? How is the universe so perfectly made and 
why is it so big? Is it so big for us because we are so small?" And we discover that, no, 
the universe is massive but it's there to please God. The universe is to show off the one 
who created the universe.

Whenever God made the universe, he was showing his own splendor. He was showing 
his own glory. And whenever we think of it that way, then the universe isn't so big after 
all because it is there to display the glory of God and God is amazing and that's what we 
can conclude, is that God is wonderful. Look at the universe he's made. And whenever 
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we read the verses before us, we discover that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was with 
God in creation because he is a part of God. We think of the Trinity, God the Father, God
the Son, God the Holy Spirit, all as much God as each other. 

They are together God and as difficult as that is to understand, we know that Jesus Christ 
is God and it tells us that here in verse 15 of Colossians 1. It says, "He is the image of the
invisible God," and of course, image and invisible seem to contradict each other so we 
can see that Jesus Christ is the visible factor of the invisible God; that whenever he came 
into the earth as a human being, he was visible and yet he is the very image of the 
invisible God; that he is God. Then we read in the second part of verse 15 that he is "the 
firstborn of all creation." The amazing thing about this actually, I should mention that 
Arians in the fourth century tried to use this as an argument against the deity of Jesus. 
They actually said that because here Jesus Christ is being called the firstborn of all 
creation, that he's therefore not a Creator but he is a creature; because he's firstborn, he's 
only a part of creation. He was born into creation. Yes, he's special because he's the 
firstborn but he's not the Creator. That's what the Arians said and, of course, the fourth 
century Arians, that's what's turned into what we have today as Jehovah's Witnesses and 
they say the same thing, that Jesus Christ is, yes, he's important but he's not God. 

That's what they say, but actually if we look at this verse we can see it's telling us the 
exact opposite. It's saying that Jesus Christ is God, that he is Creator, because it says 
there "firstborn" and we have to think about what the word "firstborn" actually means. It 
doesn't just mean to be born first into a family. In Bible times in the Old Testament 
especially, the word "firstborn" was used predominantly not just for chronology so not 
just to say that you were the first to be born into a family but also as position. It's to say 
that he was the heir; that he is important; that he is preeminent. For example, we look at 
Jacob and Esau and we see that Jacob had the birthright, he had the inheritance, he was 
so-called the firstborn. Even though he wasn't born first he had a higher position or ended
up with the higher position. Or we think about, for example, whenever God speaks of 
David in the Psalms and he says, "I will make him the firstborn, the highest of the kings 
of the earth." So it means to be the highest. It means to be above everything else and 
Jesus is the highest. He is above everything else. He is above all of creation. He is the 
firstborn of all creation. 

He is the firstborn over all creation and that's what we're thinking of whenever we read 
that verse. We see that he is in charge of all creation because he created it and, of course, 
verse 16 verifies that argument because we read, it says that, "For by him," by Jesus 
Christ, "all things were created." And of course, you could just show that to a Jehovah's 
Witness or to an Arian and say, "Look at the next verse, 'For by him all things were 
created.'" Jesus did create all things. He wasn't just a creature, he was the Creator.

So, "For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible." I 
think that's amazing too because God didn't just make things that we see like matter, but 
he made the things we don't see like our emotions, our soul, our mind. He makes visible 
and invisible are the words of verse 16 and we think about that and we are actually 
amazed by that because what that tells us is that God created the spiritual realm as well, 
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the invisible spiritual world. And later on in Colossians, in Colossians 2:15, we read that, 
"He," that's Jesus, "disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by 
triumphing over them in him." 

So Jesus disarmed the evil spiritual world, but actually we're reading here that he created 
it, the spiritual world, that says there are rather thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities in verse 16. So Jesus Christ made thrones and dominions and rulers and 
authorities which we read later on in chapter 2, verse 15, that he destroyed the rulers and 
authorities. He disarmed them, the ones that were evil, that is, Satan and his demons were
destroyed, were vanquished at the cross because Jesus defeated them. Yes, they still 
prowl around and they still try to destroy but they're defeated. It's a lost battle. They have 
lost because Jesus Christ has disarmed them. Whenever he died on the cross, he took the 
punishment that should belong to us and he was victorious over death and death has now 
lost its sting if we trust in him, and Satan lost that battle.

So we can see here that Jesus Christ made them. He made Satan. He made the demons. 
But of course he didn't make them evil because God created nothing evil and he created 
everything perfect, it was all good, as he said whenever he created the world. But they 
have turned evil but even whenever they have turned evil and they try to go against Jesus,
they cannot beat him because we read here that all things are created through him and for 
him. So all of creation is for him. It's all to please him. Even those who try to go out 
against Jesus end up giving him the glory whether or not they want to because whenever 
Satan tried to go up against God, what did he do? He ended up giving glory to God 
because Jesus Christ disarmed him. So by Jesus disarming him and putting him to open 
shame, that in turn gave glory to God. So even whenever Satan and the devils throw their 
utmost, throw their most evil ideas against God, that actually ends up being used for his 
glory. 

Nothing is beyond God and that's important to remember even especially in today's 
society where things are happening around us that are so terrible and we can throw our 
arms up in despair and say, "Where is God in all of this?" But God is still on the throne. 
He is still in control and all things will in the end be used for his glory. He can turn all 
things for good. Everything is for his glory, even the terrible things that happen to us. We
can still trust in him and know that he knows best and that he can use all things for his 
glory. That's amazing. It's really important to remember.

So if I were to split this into three parts, I would say that Jesus created us, sustained us, 
and he's the head of us. So we've just talked about how he created us, now I'm going to 
talk about how Jesus Christ sustains us. If we look at verse 17 we read that "he is before 
all things, and in him all things hold together." So in Jesus Christ all things hold together.
What does that mean? Well, we think about an architect. An architect would take material
and he would change it. He would take material, change it and turn it into something like 
a bridge, for example. So he would take all different types of materials, put it all together,
make a bridge, but once he has made his bridge, he can walk away from it and the bridge 
will still stand. Not so with God. God does not just make creation and step away from it, 
he actually sustains it because God makes the material, he doesn't just take material, he 
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makes the material. He's the very source of all material. He makes the material and then 
he sustains it. He holds it together. I think that's amazing.

John MacArthur talks about this. He talks about protons, neutrons and electrons and, of 
course, protons, neutrons and electrons are the very basic building blocks of all matter. 
That is the very tiniest little thing you can look at and it is the building blocks of all of 
matter, of all of creation is made up of protons, neutrons and electrons. And whenever we
look at these things, we're actually amazed by them because scientists don't fully 
understand them. The very basic building blocks of all matter and scientists don't 
understand it completely because we think of how protons and neutrons are in the 
nucleus, they're found in the nucleus, and protons have a positive charge and neutrons 
have a neutral charge, hence neutrons. So that doesn't really make sense to scientists 
because scientists believe that like charges and like electricity or magnetism repel each 
other, so if there are forces that are the same, for example protons are all positive, and yet
how can the protons stay together? There's nothing negative pushing it away. The 
neutrons are neutral, so why are the protons able to stay together and not fly off into a 
million pieces and break apart and all of creation will just break apart? How come 
protons and neutrons can stay together and stay into the nucleus as the electrons which 
have a negative charge are flying around further away? It doesn't really make sense. 

Scientists don't fully understand it and so they have come up with an idea and they call it 
the second force in a nucleus. They say there must be some other force going on in the 
nucleus that we don't really know about. We'll call it nuclear glue. So they call this force 
they know nothing about nuclear glue but actually this shows that scientists don't really 
know. They have no idea what nuclear glue is, they've just given it a name and said there 
must be another force, we don't know what it is. Well, I'd like to introduce you to nuclear 
glue because God is the one who sustains all things. He is the one who holds all things 
together, even the very protons and neutrons and electrons. God holds everything 
together, right down to the tiniest detail and that's amazing, thinking about how God 
holds all of creation together, that I wake up in the morning with five fingers, with my 
faith intact because God has sustained me. I wake up breathing because God is sustaining
me and looking after me. That's amazing.

You know, my cousin-in-law, Ellen's cousin, my cousin-in-law, is an air traffic controller
so it is part of his job to control planes and that is, of course, a very taxing and stressful 
job and it takes a lot of calculation and one miscalculation can be a very dangerous thing 
indeed because you do not want to miscalculate when planes are coming in or they could 
crash and it's a very important job to be able to make sure that you are controlling the air 
traffic properly. But God, he doesn't just control the planes, he controls the whole 
universe. He controls the planets. He makes sure the planets do not collide. He controls 
the whole universe. He is in control of us. He sustains us and doesn't Jesus Christ say 
elsewhere as well and even whenever a sparrow falls, he knows about it. So Jesus Christ 
knows about even the tiniest thing like a sparrow falling, to the largest thing like a star 
exploding. He knows about it all. He sustains it all. 
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He is not just the Creator of all things, but the sustainer of all things and yet people say, 
"How could Jesus turn water into wine?" He is the Creator of everything. He can do 
anything he wishes. He can do anything he wants and that challenges me because I think 
to myself if God can create all things, even things that no one will ever see like a tiny 
little creature in the coral reef that no one might ever come across, God makes it all and it
makes me desire, then, to be useful. I think to myself if God made me and if he sustains 
me, I want to be useful for him. I want to strive for him. I want to please him. I don't want
to be a useless part of creation, I want to be useful for him. I want to let him work 
through me. 

And if all of creation is there to please him, then how much more should I please him 
also? I have no excuse. If the whole of creation is singing about him, if all of the stars in 
the sky are there to declare his glory, why should I reject him? I should accept him, I 
should follow him. He is the Creator of all things. He's the Creator of me. He knows 
what's best for me. He loves me. He cares about me. He went into this earth and he died 
for me to take all my sin, to take the punishment that I deserve so that I could be forgiven
and have eternal life with him forever. Why should I reject that? Accept him. Hold onto 
him. He loves you. He sustains you. He is God. That's amazing.

So that is the idea of Jesus Christ being the sustainer. Verse 18, then, we're going to look 
at a third part of what Jesus Christ is. So he's the Creator, he's the sustainer, and finally 
Jesus Christ is the head of the body, the church. We read here in verse 18, "he is the head 
of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead." That is 
amazing that Jesus Christ is the head of the body. The body, of course, is one of the 
names for the church that are used in the Bible, and the head is the name given to Jesus 
Christ. He is in charge of the body. He is in charge of the church.

We think about a head and what it does for a body. The head gives life to a body, doesn't 
it? If you think about a human body, the head gives life to the body. Likewise, Christ 
gives life to the church. We are his new creation. We should abide in him just like he 
calls himself the true vine. We should abide in Jesus Christ because it is only in him that 
we have eternal life, only in him we have new life, that we're born-again, that we are a 
new creation.

We also think about the head and we think about how the head has all five senses. So 
nowhere else in the body do you have all five senses. The hand cannot say, the foot 
cannot smell, but the head contains all five senses. That reminds me that only Christ 
knows the full picture. Only Jesus Christ knows everything so I should trust in him. 
Sometimes it's easy to say, "I don't understand why you're doing things this way, God. If 
it were me, I would have done it this way," or whatever. That is a really foolish way to 
think because God knows all things. I don't. I'm a futile, small, little creature. He is the 
Creator of all things and so we should trust in him. He knows the full picture.

We think about the mouth in the head, the mouth sustains the body, and we've been 
thinking there about how only Jesus Christ sustains, only Jesus Christ provides for us 
with his power and his grace, but just as the mouth provides for the body, provides food, 
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so Jesus Christ provides us with his power, with his grace, with his forgiveness that he 
offers to us through the cross.

The brain in the head, the brain controls the body and we should remember that Jesus 
Christ controls, he works in us, he works through us, so that anything good we do is 
actually done by God. It's actually Jesus Christ working in us if we are Christians and we 
are serving him. It's actually Jesus working in us to enable us to serve him and so we've 
got nothing to boast about.

Whenever you think about the brain, we also think about the pituitary gland and that's 
responsible for growth amongst many other things, and that reminds me that only in Jesus
Christ can we grow as the body of Christ. The body, the church, can only grow, can only 
learn, can only develop in Christ.

Also I think about the head, I think about how the head is our identity. My body if I was 
to have my hand chopped off and I got a new hand put in, I would still be the same 
person physically. I've changed my hand, yes, but my hand is not my identity, per se, but 
my head, my face, that is my main identity and that should remind us that our identity as 
a church is in Jesus Christ; that only he, we should be identified as Christians because we 
belong to Christ. People should look at us and see Jesus Christ in us as Christians because
he has forgiven us and lives in us and enables us to follow him. That's amazing.

I could look at a whole lot more in these verses but time is growing short and I think it's 
going to be good to stop now, but let's just remember that Jesus Christ created all things, 
he sustains all things, he is the head of all things, he is the Ruler of both the heavenly and 
earthly realm, he is the Ruler of the church, he is the Ruler of the invisible and the 
visible, he is the Ruler of all things and we just need to trust in him. Remember that Jesus
Christ, the Creator of all things, actually came into the world in a human being and grew 
up among us and he went to that cross and he was nailed and punished and beaten and 
mocked and scorned for us. He allowed that to happen so that he would be punished, so 
that he would take the punishment that we deserve so that we can go free if we just trust 
in him and thank him for taking the punishment that we deserve because God is a just 
God, he must punish for sin and so Jesus Christ is punished instead of us so that we can 
be forgiven, we can be freed. And he came back to life three days later and now reigns at 
the right hand of God as God and the head of all creation and that is who we are 
worshiping. Jesus Christ wasn't just a human being, he wasn't just a good man, he is fully 
God as well as he was fully man. He is now and always has been fully God and that is 
who we worship.

So we'll just stop there and we'll pray, but hopefully as we've been reading those verses, 
we've been amazed by who Jesus Christ is, what he has done for us on the cross, but also 
who he is as God, fully God. We read there in verse 19 that, "in him all of the fullness of 
God was pleased to dwell." He is fully God and he has reconciled us to himself. We need 
to trust in him and believe in him and if we do that, he's reconciled us to himself if we are
Christians and we have eternal life and we have eternal hope. Let's live like that. Let's 
live as new creatures, not holding on to our old sinful flesh, not just returning to vomit 
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like a dog returns to its own vomit. We should be living as new creatures, living as born-
again, forgiven Christians that have hope and eternal life and the hope and joy of 
knowing Jesus Christ our Savior.

Let's pray.

Dear Lord God, I just thank you so much for your word. Thank you for how it excites us 
and gives us the joy of knowing Jesus Christ and knowing you more deeply. Thank you 
for the fact that Jesus isn't just the Creator of all things, but he's also the sustained of all 
things; that he's not just the Creator and sustainer of all things, but he's also the head of 
the body, the church. He is our God. You are our God. You love us. You care for us. God,
you care for us so much that you sent your Son Jesus Christ to die for us and to be 
punished for us in our stead and has come back to life and we have this eternal life and 
eternal forgiveness in you because we've trusted in you. Thank you for that, Lord. Help 
us, Lord, to live in light of that. In your name. Amen.
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