
Systematic Theology
A study of the major doctrines of Scripture

Topic 2 – The Doctrine of God

Lesson 32 – The Attributes of God: Grace 

(Part 3 – How can we show grace?)
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Grace, Mercy, Patience

• “God’s grace describes God as perfectly bestowing favor on those who cannot 
merit it because they have forsaken it and are under the sentence of Divine 
condemnation.” – MacArthur, pg. 182

• God’s favor toward those who deserve no favor but punishment, is never 
obligated but is always freely given on God’s part as He decides.

• God’s grace means God’s goodness toward those who deserve only punishment.

• God’s mercy means God’s goodness toward those in misery and distress.

• God’s patience means God’s goodness in withholding punishment toward those 
who sin over a period of time.

• Psalm 103:8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
mercy.



Grace as a Communicable Attribute

• Goodness toward others, especially when that goodness is not deserved.

• Fruit of the Spirit 

• Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such 
there is no law.

• Ephesians 5:8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 
Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, 
righteousness, and truth), 10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord.

• Romans 15:14 Now I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that 
you also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish 
one another. 15 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written more boldly to you on 
some points, as reminding you, because of the grace given to me by God,



Loving Your Enemies

• Luke 6:27 “But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 
you, 28 bless those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you. 29 To 
him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other also. And from him who takes 
away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either. 30 Give to everyone who asks of 
you. And from him who takes away your goods do not ask them back. 31 And just as 
you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise. 32 “But if you love those 
who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love 
them. 33 And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? 
For even sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you hope to 
receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive 
as much back. 35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in 
return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He 
is kind to the unthankful and evil. 36 Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also 
is merciful.



Showing Mercy

• Matthew 5:7 Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy.

• Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is 
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but 
to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. 4 For as 
we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the 
same function, 5 so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
members of one another. 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace 
that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in 
proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who 
teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with 
liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with 
cheerfulness.



Act Like Christians

• Romans 12:9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 
10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving 
preference to one another; 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; 13 
distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality. 14 Bless those who 
persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep 
with those who weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your 
mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own 
opinion. 17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all 
men. 18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 19 
Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, 
“Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 Therefore “If your enemy is 
hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals 
of fire on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.



Patience

• Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

• Longsuffering = macrothumia – long heat/anger/passion - To be steadfast, to endure, 
to persevere

• Colossians 3:12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender 
mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;

• James 5:7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the 
farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it 
receives the early and latter rain. 8 You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for 
the coming of the Lord is at hand.

• James 1:2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing 
that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect 
work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 



Patience

• James 1:19 So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, 
slow to speak, slow to wrath

• 1 Peter 2:20 For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you 
take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, 
this is commendable before God.

• Ephesians 4:1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk 
worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and 
gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3 
endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

• 1 Cor. 13:4  Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not 
parade itself, is not puffed up;



Patience

• 2 Thess. 1:3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is 
fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of 
you all abounds toward each other, 4 so that we ourselves boast of you 
among the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your 
persecutions and tribulations that you endure, 5 which is manifest evidence 
of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the 
kingdom of God, for which you also suffer;

• Revelation 2:2 “I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you 
cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are 
apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 3 and you have persevered 
and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have not 
become weary.



Imparting Grace

• Ecclesiastes 10:12 The words of a wise man’s mouth are gracious, But the lips of a fool shall 
swallow him up;

• Proverbs 22:11 He who loves purity of heart And has grace on his lips, The king will be his friend.

• Ephesians 4:29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary 
edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. 

• Colossians 4:6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how 
you ought to answer each one.

• 1 Peter 4:10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God.

• Psalm 37:21 The wicked borrows and does not repay, But the righteous shows mercy and gives.

• Psalm 86:15 But You, O Lord, are a God full of compassion, and gracious, Longsuffering and 
abundant in mercy and truth.

• Proverbs 14:31 He who oppresses the poor reproaches his Maker, But he who honors Him has 
mercy on the needy.



Imparting Grace

• 2 Cor. 8:1 Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God 
bestowed on the churches of Macedonia: 2 that in a great trial of affliction the 
abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their 
liberality. 3 For I bear witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond 
their ability, they were freely willing, 4 imploring us with much urgency that 
we would receive the gift and the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. 5 
And not only as we had hoped, but they first gave themselves to the Lord, and 
then to us by the will of God. 6 So we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he 
would also complete this grace in you as well. 7 But as you abound in 
everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and in your love 
for us—see that you abound in this grace also.



Imparting Grace

• 2 Cor. 9:6 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his 
heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able 
to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all 
things, may have an abundance for every good work. 9 As it is written: “He has 
dispersed abroad, He has given to the poor; His righteousness endures forever.” 10 
Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply 
the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness, 11 while you 
are enriched in everything for all liberality, which causes thanksgiving through us to 
God. 12 For the administration of this service not only supplies the needs of the 
saints, but also is abounding through many thanksgivings to God, 13 while, through 
the proof of this ministry, they glorify God for the obedience of your confession to the 
gospel of Christ, and for your liberal sharing with them and all men, 14 and by their 
prayer for you, who long for you because of the exceeding grace of God in you. 15 
Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!


