
The Honor That Is Due Christ (Pt. 2) - John 8:48-59 7-4-21
Last week we went into good detail as to how keeping Jesus’ word is one way in which 

God brings honor to Jesus. This brought out various aspects of what obedience entails such as 
loving His word, preserving it, protecting it, and interacting with it. And when that is happening, 
keeping His word, then the reality that it reveals is that that person will never see death. Their 
keeping His word can be evidence showing that never seeing death will be their reality. But you 
can’t have obedience without faith. In fact, faith is the first spark of obedience as the new heart 
works. And it is the driving engine for the rest of the life of true obedience. It never can be 
overstated enough that this faith is something that God alone produces within a human being 
who has first been born again and who then has the Holy Spirit living and active within them 
from the first heartbeat. This faith is the foundational tool that God uses to bring honor to Jesus. 
Everything we talked about last week is built from faith. There is no loving of, no preserving of, 
no protecting of, or no interacting with God’s word without faith. Much of this is brought out in 
Scripture, especially in the well-known chapter of faith in Hebrews 11, which starts out with a 
definition of faith and then goes into examples of faith, better known as the heroes of the faith. 

What is it about faith that honors Jesus? Here at the base of this goes back to the 
definition of honor, but when you put it in the context of it directed at Jesus then honoring Jesus 
can only come by faith. Faith is the eyes that see and recognize the supreme, infinite, and right 
value of Jesus and honors Him from that fountain. The Westminster Shorter Catechism says faith 
is “a saving grace that receives and rests upon Jesus alone for salvation as He is offered to us in 
the gospel.” So for one, saving faith has a specific reference point that determines whether it is 
true saving faith or not and that is according to how Jesus is offered to us in the gospel. Then 
two, saving faith has an object it beholds, that it looks to and is fixated on. This object of saving 
faith is Jesus. And three, the gospel explains and showcases the supreme value of Jesus, which 
then comes full circle in how God uses the gospel to save a sinner and bring them to faith in 
Jesus where they truly honor Him. But are these fundamental aspects of faith, are they the nature 
of what many believe faith to be? 

J. Gresham Machen observed and wrote in 1925, “The truth is that in great sections of the 
modern church Jesus is no longer the object of faith, but has become merely an example for 
faith; religion is based no longer upon faith in Jesus but upon a faith in God that is like the faith 
that Jesus had in God.” What he wrote is still true today and has even gone deeper into the heart 
of many denominations, churches, and individuals. The object of faith for many is faith itself. 
Faith itself is the heavy focus with a mere superficial correlation to Jesus by familiar name. This 
is where there has been an unfortunate outcome of what Machen said where faith is now 
basically based upon a previous example of faith that we are to model. This outcome is directly 
connected to how the modern proclamation of some gospels offer Jesus, which are false gospels. 
And deeper, this outcome is directly connected to what faith itself is. Is it a contributing act of 
man by their free will for their salvation or is it something that God alone produces within our 
new nature and through our renewed will? 

Many say today, “Don’t bore me with that high stale theology, it is just about having a 
simple faith.” The problem is, who has spoken about this faith? Where has He spoken about it? 
And how are we to know what He means by what He says? How are we to know what faith is 
and whether we have the right faith? Here again those objections that are many today that say, 
“Oh, I just gotta have faith” are fixated more on the faith and not the proper object of faith. Many 



do this without really realizing it. So here is where it ties to honor. Honor is giving the proper 
value to the proper object. But if the object is changed, then the value is too, and then how am I 
to give the right object its proper honor? Remember our points running through this passage, 
how God brings honor to Jesus through various avenues. Last week the avenue that God uses to 
bring honor to Jesus was when the true believer keeps His word, right? Today, we will look at a 
different avenue through which God brings honor to Jesus, which is through Abraham. And 
Abraham directs us to God’s gift of faith which sees and honors Jesus truly. 

So for today our points are going to follow verse 56 where our first point will be 1) 
Abraham rejoiced that he would see Jesus’ day. Then 2) Abraham saw Jesus’ day. And lastly, 3) 
Abraham was glad. 

Now, before we begin in those points we must think about whether this “Abraham seeing 
Jesus’ day” was actually literal where he actually saw his day or was it just by faith or maybe 
was it a mix of both? The texts that would show that it was just a literal seeing and that’s it are 
hard to come by. But also it is hard to come by that it was just by faith without any literal aspects 
to it. Each by themselves seem to be too narrow with what Scripture gives us. It seems to be a 
mix, but also much of the focus of the mix is on faith and I’ll tell you why. We know this, God 
preached the gospel to Abraham, so in that God revealed to Abraham how all the nations of the 
world would be blessed through him. At the center of that is the Anointed One, the Messiah to 
come. Also, Abraham actually met the pre-incarnate Jesus, so he actually saw the realization of 
the promise of God in the true offspring that would come from him, which was Jesus. We also 
have to keep in mind the possibility of Abraham to be an actual witness to the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus as he was in the presence of God. And just like how Paul came to 
understand the gospel and was caught up in the third heaven, something similar could’ve 
happened with Abraham. All that said, the fuller understanding of what is said in this verse 56 
seems to include both aspects, the literal and by faith. And both ought to be on our mind as we 
walk through this. But though that is true, the focus out of this and much of the testimony of 
Scripture about Abraham has a focus on seeing by faith. 

So Abraham rejoiced that he would see Jesus’ day. True faith abides in not the doing, but 
the receiving of something from God, and that then opens up a flowing river of doing. Abraham’s 
rejoicing that he would see Jesus’ day was all based on the promise that he had received from 
God. Receiving that promise, Abraham believed the content of what God had said and believed 
that God would make good on that promise. There is an expectation and anticipation of 
something that will come that overwhelms the person with joy. And because he had received this 
promise of God by faith, Abraham then went. This journey of Abraham started with just that, 
God telling him to go, because in him all the families of the earth would be blessed and God 
would fulfill that through the course of many circumstances. So Abraham went. This trust in God 
and His faithfulness and ability to fulfill His promise grew for Abraham as God cultivated 
Abraham’s relationship with Him. Many times this promise would be brought back to Abraham. 
Many times he would be reminded of it and renewed in it, especially when harder times would 
come. Just think about the progression of Abraham’s life and we can see more clearly this 
rejoicing that he would see Jesus’ day. In this we can really see part of the definition of faith as 
described in Hebrews 11:1 where faith is the conviction of things not seen. This is how the 
invisible to us is proved and we, by God’s power within us, are convicted of its truth and reality.

This expectation and anticipation can be applied to us in a lot of ways. For us this is 



mainly in the context of the promise of heaven for those who are in Christ. The full realization of 
the blessings in Christ that came through Abraham for all nations. The certainty that applies to us 
in this promise are these, but this list is not exhaustive. For one, in this promise is Jesus’ return 
for His bride where His bride will experience the final resurrection and defeat the second death. 
Feeding into this, from last week, those who keep the word of Christ will never see death. This, 
as we should remember, speaks to the fear of this world that we shouldn’t have, the fear of death 
itself that we shouldn’t have, and the fear of the penalty for sin that we shouldn’t have. This 
promise also applies to the sovereign gracious keeping of God where He keeps those He saves. 
It’s taking well-known verses like, “He who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of the Lord Jesus Christ” and taking it for what it really means. This 
promise also applies to God’s promise that He will restore all things. A primary aspect of this is 
the restoration of all creation in the new heavens and the new earth. This promise also applies to 
God wiping away every tear and all mourning, crying, and pain will be no more. All of God’s 
people are stricken with these afflictions in this life, but they won’t be in the next life where the 
effects of sin are gone. This promise also applies to the fact that Abraham is the earthly father of 
the church. He is our heritage, a spiritual connection that is rooted in Christ and the salvation that 
is in Him. We are gathered as the physical assembly, because it was promised to Abraham that 
that would happen. Little did Abraham realize the myriads of people who would fill the new 
Jerusalem in glory, the multitude that are from all tongues, tribes, and nations, but he saw a 
glimpse of it when he looked up at the stars that he couldn’t number. This promise also applies to 
the justice of God where He will judge, He will have vengeance upon the wicked, He will punish 
those who have rejected His Son by their own natural hearts. So with all these applications we 
ought to rejoice in all the depth of the faithfulness of God for His people. There is a joyful 
anticipation with an eternal perspective that those in Christ have that is real, that is abiding, and 
that is strong. That doesn’t mean that the surface is always going to look visibly joyful. The 
reason for this is, because of the realities of life in this world this side of heaven. How we deal 
with those two realities is not easy at all. This was true of Abraham, a man who dealt with a lot 
of hardships. But the anchor of his soul was the promise and faithfulness of God in Christ. 

This looking ahead to Jesus’ day feeds into Abraham then seeing Jesus’ day. Was this 
seeing Jesus’ day when God provided the scapegoat for Abraham when he was offering up his 
son Isaac? Was it earlier when the gospel was preached to Abraham? Did Abraham see Jesus’ day 
during Jesus’ actual day somehow? Whenever it happened, he saw Jesus’ day. What does this 
mean?

For one, this means that seeing Jesus’ day depicts the same way of salvation in the Old 
Testament as in the New. It is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. Though it was 
veiled in much more obscurity, to those in the Old Testament era before the coming of Christ, 
salvation was in the promised Messiah. Scripture is abundantly clear as well that Abraham’s 
belief was counted as righteousness by God, which was an imputed righteousness not of his own. 
One that mirrors what the gospel presents, this imputed righteousness in its clarity in the New 
Testament. Two, this means that seeing Jesus’ day also meant that Abraham understood the 
specific reference the gospel made to the true person and work of Jesus. Though dimly lit again, 
Abraham would see that Jesus was fully God and fully man and that Jesus would live, die, and 
rise again as a substitute, not only for Abraham, but also for all those who would be offspring of 
his offspring, which his offspring was Jesus. This faith in the promised Messiah was all the 



conviction of things not seen that God produces in a sinner’s heart that has been recreated by His 
powerful regenerating grace. Proof of this continued on in Abraham’s life as God kept Him. 

Put this in the New Testament and new covenant context and this is the mystery that has 
now been revealed in Christ. It is the same way of salvation, but now more clearly seen after the 
substitutionary work of Christ. The condition of the sinner before salvation is the same. The use 
of the gospel by God is the same. The regenerating work of the Spirit is the same. The faith that 
is produced by the Spirit after the new heart has been given is the same. That faith that is the 
instrument used by God to clothe us in the righteousness of Christ is the same. And the 
preserving, keeping accomplished by God is the same. And, like Abraham, it is through this faith 
from beginning to end that God brings honor to Jesus, because faith is the eyes to see and 
recognize the true value of Jesus, the Lamb of God. 

And when Abraham saw Jesus’ day he was glad. He was filled with a perpetual, ongoing 
rejoicing that cultivated an inexpressible joy. This gladness was produced by God as fruit of the 
saving faith that was deeply engrained in Abraham no matter what he faced in his life. Same goes 
for all those in Christ before and after the resurrection of Jesus as well. True joy isn’t based off of 
circumstance. True joy is based in and off of Christ alone. True joy is an anchor in the soul that 
only comes when Jesus has redeemed us. If someone has not been truly redeemed there is no joy 
that exists within them. All appearances of a joy are like a child’s imaginary friend. They don’t 
exist, though the child thinks they do. Also, the anchor illustration is useful, because it expresses 
that true joy withstands the storm on the surface. Storms are not pleasant and don’t have pleasant 
effects, but when a Christian is anchored in Christ there is a persevering in their weathering the 
storm, because, again, joy isn’t based off of circumstance. Joy is based in and off of Christ alone. 

Imagine if a Christian has a spouse or kids or parents or siblings that are not saved. There 
will not be an outward joy in that when someone sees the eternal reality that they presently face 
day in and day out with those close loved ones who are lost, who they know, based off of biblical 
evidence, that they’re lost. Same when significant deficiencies or compromises or false teaching 
is effecting the body of Christ. There is a seriousness to Christian warfare that does not always 
look joyous on the outside. We need to face it and be with real it that joy and happiness are 
different. That’s where we can’t expect to see a visible joy all the time, especially when real 
matters of eternity are pressing in. It’s in that where we can see that joy co-exists with truth and 
reality. And reality is not always the way we would want it. True joy accepts that, but at the same 
time we look at our circumstances through our finite perspective and often times cannot 
understand why God allows things to happen or why His timing is not our timing. So part of joy 
is having a trust and contentment in the purpose of God that resides in His infinite wisdom and 
leaving all our cares with Him. Our joy is to be directed God-ward and that’s the anchor of true 
joy. Every other visible joy that may, not always, but may show itself in a horizontal way, man-
ward, is a result of that God-ward joy. But if that joy isn’t God-ward first, then that horizontal joy 
will be that imaginary friend, something that doesn’t exist, period. True joy has an object its 
fixated on regardless of feelings, though feelings are real. Its object is Jesus, His gift of eternal 
life, and the truth that is in Him. 

This brings us back to the rejoicing that comes for those in Christ. As God brings His 
gospel to bear upon the heart, mind, and will of the lost sinner He brings them to see themselves 
in the message of the gospel. As God saves, the gospel becomes about them specifically. Maybe 
they’ve heard the gospel before, maybe they’ve been brought up in the truth of God, but it has 



never become real to them, personal to them, and directed at them. But as God saves, that’s what 
He does. When the gospel shows the sinner that they’ve been left empty, unable, and worthless, 
because of the law the sinner sees this condition that they themselves are in. They see that this is 
their own condition and without God’s solution to their problem they will be rightly punished, 
rightly condemned to eternal judgment. By God’s grace they see themselves for who they really 
are according to God. But as they are left wanting and empty, the gospel continuing on in 
proclaiming the substitutionary person and work of Jesus is like an aloe that relieves the most 
severe sun burn. It’s the treasure beyond all treasures that the bankrupt sinner has found. 
Flooding in and around the sinner is the riches of God’s love, grace, mercy, and patience in 
Christ that’s offered to them in the gospel. This is where the clear picture of the person and 
purpose of Jesus comes in where He is fully God and fully man, God in the flesh born of a 
virgin, The second person of the Trinity. And that He came to be THE selfless servant, THE 
sacrificial Lamb, THE offering for sin where forgiveness and justice meet for and on behalf of 
sinners. This is where the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus is laid out in a beautiful array of 
glory. Here the righteousness of Jesus is magnified for the sinner to see, where they stand in 
God’s courtroom in need of this Mediator, this Redeemer, this Justifier of the ungodly. They are 
in need of Him and the blessing of eternal life that only comes from Him as He is presented to 
them in this gospel. They need life, forgiveness, and justification and the only way they can get it 
is His way. So we don’t literally see Jesus, but God shows us Jesus as the gospel is explained.

The rejoicing then takes up residence forever when God accomplishes this glorious work 
of salvation within the heart, mind, and will of the sinner, bringing the sinner to have faith in 
Jesus alone for the salvation of their own soul. This, of which they are very aware of, marks the 
start of a new life. They forsake themselves in every way and take Jesus in His way. Then it’s 
from there that a real joy continues through the rest of that life by the Spirit’s work that never 
fails, though there is not always an outward joy. But those saved by God have seen Jesus’ day in 
a real way that reveals to them the person, work, and purpose of Jesus for them. This is what 
Abraham has gone through and this is what all other people of God go through. The emphasis 
then of this faith that honors Jesus is fixating on the object of our faith, Jesus Himself. The 
glorious radiance of God’s grace is in Him. Behold Him with an awe that never goes away no 
matter the trial you face.  


