
Here are my barebone notes from last LD -- baptism of Abigail Marie Halterman. 
  
Three Propositions: 
1. There is but a single "people of God" who are the true Israel, the seed of 
Abraham. 
2. Though they differ in form, circumcision and baptism both signify the same 
thing(s); the same spiritual realities. 
3. It is the will of God that the generations of this people shall receive the sign of 
covenant. 
  
Prop. 1: (A) Romans 9:6-8
    1. Not speaking of all OT Jews 
    2. Distinguishes between those who are of Israel, and Israel "indeed." 
    3. Those born of the promise are counted for the whole of the seed. 
            (B) Romans 4:11-16
    1. Abraham is the "honorary father" of all them that believe 
    2. Not all that are "of the circumcision" are his seed, but all who believe are 
    3. To this one seed there is one and the same promise & one way only of 
obtaining it, viz. by faith. 
            (C) Romans 2:28-29
    Self-explanatory 
            (D) Galatians 3:7-9; 16-19; 4:1-7
    1. Essentially it is Christ who is the seed (v 16) 
    2. We can be Abraham's children only by being of faith (v 7) 
    3. We are heirs of the same promise made to Abraham (v 9) 
    4. Paul (in Gal. 4:1-7) compared the church of OT an NT to a single heir in two 
stages of development: minority and majority. 
Nota: Hos. 1:10-11 cp. Rom. 9:24-26; Jer. 31:31-34 cf. Heb. 8:6-13; Amos 9:11-
15 cp. Acts 15:13-17. 
  
Prop. 2: (A) Look at circumcision: 
                  Lev. 26:40-41; Dt. 10:16; Dt. 30:6; Jer. 4:4; Rom. 4:11. 
            (B) Look at baptism 
                  Acts 2:38-39; 22:16; Rom. 6:4; Gal. 3:28 
            (C) Look at passages that bring the two together 
                 Col. 2:11-12; Phil. 3:3 
            (D) Compare key passages: 
                 Rom. 6:3ff cp. Col. 2:11ff (both signify death to sin) 
                 Gal. 3:27ff cp. Phil. 3:3 (both signify putting on Christ) 
                 Rom. 6:6 cp. Phil. 3:3 (both signify crucifying the old man of flesh) 
                 Gal. 3:27ff cp. Gen. 17:10ff (both signify being Abraham's seed of 
promise) 
                 Col. 2:12f. cp. Rom. 4:11 (both signify the righteousness of faith) 
                 Rom. 6:4 cp. Phil. 3:3 (both signify newness of life) 
                 1 Pet. 3:21 cp. Rom. 2:28-29 (both point to something internal and 
spiritual in the converted heart). 



Nota: Baptism forced circumcision out of the way, thus the only way circumcision 
could be kept is as an element of the ceremonial law. Thus circumcision became 
religiously insignificant after Christ came. 
  
Prop. 3: God develops his people normally in the lines of generations. 
            (A) Meaning of Scriptural term "house" 
                 2 Sam. 7:18, 26; Lk. 1:27, 69. 
            (B) Physical element of "seed" 
                 Gen. 3:15; 9:9; 17:7 
Nota: It does not matter whether there were infants in the houses. What matters 
is if there had been infants in the house, is there a biblical reason to think they 
would have been excluded without a specific notice to that effect. The organic 
seed considered as the believing seed is expressed in this idea. The children are 
considered as belonging to the church, but this does not mean that each child 
head-for-head is saved; simply that the children of promise are found 
predominantly among the physical seed of believers. Gen. 17:9-12. This is the 
same everlasting covenant by which God adopts us as his own people. The 
essence of the covenant sign has never been abolished. Ten case studies re. 
Christian baptism: 
    1. Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:38-40) 
    2. Samaritan Conversions (Acts 8:12-16). May also consider here Simon 
Magus (8:13, 23). 
    3. Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:36-38) 
    4. Saul/Paul (Acts 9:18 cf. 22:16) 
    5. Cornelius (Acts 10:2, 48; 11:14) 
    6. Lydia (Acts 16:14-15) 
    7. Philippian Jailor (Acts 16:31-33) 
    8. Crispus & Gaius (Acts 18:8 cp. 1 Cor. 1:14) 
    9. John's "Disciples" (Acts 19:3-5) 
   10. Stephanus (1 Cor. 1:14-16) 
  
            Summary of the ten cases: 
    1. No household to be baptized: #3, #4 (total 2) 
    2. No mention either way: #2, #9 (total 2) 
    3. Mention of house, household, children in context of covenant entry: #1, #5, 
#6, #7, #8, #10 (total 6) 
  
Conclusion: When the stranger became part of the covenant community in OT 
Israel, all his males were circumcised before he could participate in the covenant 
meal of Passover (Exo. 12:48ff). The similar thing continues to be true. 
When one is converted in the NT to become part of the covenant community, his 
household is baptized and regarded as members of the family of faith.  
  
 


