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KJV – Genesis 21:1-13 

 

“The Blessing of Laughter” 

      This week’s lesson is titled “The Blessing of Laughter.” Meaning this is the chapter in Genesis 
twenty-one where God fulfills His Sovereign promise of the blessed seed. This promise of God 
recorded in Genesis 18:10 has now come to fruition. 
 
Genesis 21:1 

1And the LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did unto Sarah as he had spoken. 

     The LORD visited Sarah just as He had promised and He fulfilled His Sovereign plan. It is here 
that God fulfills also another part of the Abrahamic Covenant. 

Genesis 21:2 

2 For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken 
to him. 

     God visited, and He accomplished just what He said He would do. Even after all of Abraham and 
Sarah’s failures and faults. Our God is faithful in fulfilling all that He said He would do. This did not 
come on Abraham’s time or in Sarah’s time but it was fulfilled on God’s time. 

     Abraham being one-hundred and Sarah being ninety years old had finally been given the 25 year 
promise. A son was born and this 25 year suspense was finally over with the laughter of derision 
turning into rejoicing. The barrenness of Sarah had now ended. 

Genesis 21:3 

3 And Abraham called the name of his son that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac. 

     Here is the naming of the promised son of Isaac by Abraham. This event is reminiscent of 
Zacharias naming his son John. Both couples were advanced in years and both sons were 
strategically involved in the life of Christ. Isaac was involved in a genealogical standpoint, and John 
the Baptist was involved as His prophesied forerunner.  

     Both of these fathers were commanded what their son’s name would be. As in the promise given 
to Abraham for this blessed seed we see that his name was given for a reason. God told Abraham in 
Genesis 17:16 that Sarah would have a son, and she shall be the mother of nations and kings. 
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     It was in Genesis 17:17 that Abraham fell upon his face and laughed. Then in Genesis 18:12 Sarah 
laughed within herself. As we may recall that the name Isaac means sporting laughter or he who 
laughs in a sporting way and it was a name God gave to Abraham (Genesis 17:19). 
 
Genesis 21:4 

4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being eight days old, as God had commanded him. 

5 And Abraham was an hundred years old, when his son Isaac was born unto him. 

     After the naming of his son in obedience to God’s command, Abraham followed thru with the 
responsibility of circumcising Isaac on the eighth day as per God’s command. This practice of 
circumcising on the eighth day would later become part of the Mosaic mandate when the Law is 
given at Sinai. Abraham is 100 years old at the birth of Isaac, after 25 years of waiting God fulfilled 
His promise on His time, in His will.  

     God waited 25 years, and even until Abraham and Sarah were up in years to fulfill this promise 
so that all who would witness this event would know that this act was of God. A miracle birth, the 
blessed child who would before Abraham’s heir just as God had promised. 

Genesis 21:6 

6 And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, so that all that hear will laugh with me. 

     If ever there is a time to laugh, it is when you get out from under the gloom of failure and start 
experiencing the grace of the future in the blessings of God. 

Genesis 21:7 

7 And she said, Who would have said unto Abraham, that Sarah should have given children suck? for I 
have born him a son in his old age. 

     Sarah was totally exuberant in what God had done and she laughed. It is so interesting that what 
once was a laugh of disbelief (Genesis 18:13), now becomes a joyous laugh of faith. Here is a 90 year 
old woman, nursing a newborn baby.  

     It is very evident that God’s fulfillment of His promises to Sarah was not based on her 
faithfulness, but on His faithfulness to His own word. 

Genesis 21:8 

8 And the child grew, and was weaned: and Abraham made a great feast the same day that Isaac was 
weaned. 

     Several Bible Scholars believe that the weaning age for a child according to the Scriptures was 
around the age of three years old; (I Samuel 1:22-23; II Chronicles 31:16). 
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     This great feast that Abraham made for his son was intended as an occasion for joy, but it turned 
into a tragedy when Sarah would observe the actions of Ishmael. 

Genesis 21:9 

9 And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham, mocking. 

     The mocking or scoffing of Ishmael would be the catalyst used of God to separate these two boys. 

Genesis 21:10 

10 Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son: for the son of this 
bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac. 

     Jealousy has entered in because of pride. Sarah demands this bondwoman and her son be cast 
out because of the threat now to Isaac’s birthright.  

Genesis 21:11-13 

11 And the thing was very grievous in Abraham's sight because of his son. 

12 And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy 
bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed 
be called. 

13 And also of the son of the bondwoman will I make a nation, because he is thy seed. 

     This request of Sarah was indeed very grievous to Abraham the father of Ishmael. God however 
instructed Abraham to listen to his wife in this matter because “in Isaac shall thy seed be called.”  
 
     But God does promise to make a nation from Ishmael, but he would not be the promised seed. 
 
     The Apostle Paul summarizes the latter of these passages in the Epistle to the Galatians, and used 
masterfully by the Holy Spirit as an object lesson to the readers of the epistle concerning law and 
grace, bondage and freedom. 
 
Galatians 4:21-24 

21 Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law? 

22 For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. 

23 But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by 
promise. 

24 Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which 
gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. 
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Galatians 4:25-31 

25 For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage 
with her children. 

26 But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. 

27 For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: 
for the desolate hath many more children than she which hath an husband. 

28 Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise. 

29 But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it 
is now. 

30 Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman and her son: for the son of the 
bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman. 

31 So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free. 

     Sarah wants this bondwoman’s child to be cast out or driven out. This is a depressing event but 
remember it all resulted because of the sinful choices that Sarah and Abraham made some 
seventeen years earlier. 
 
      Now this action causes Abraham to be very grievous because of his son, of the flesh but not the 
son of promise. Remember that God gives comfort and encouragement to His people when they are 
discouraged because of their own lapses through His own Word and Work. 
 
     God told Abraham to be not grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and to do what Sarah had 
said. But still there was a godly sorrow over sin.  
 
     God does not want sorrow to cause His people to stay in a total state of depression and despair 
forever. There comes a point when you need to get past the past. 
 
Matthew 5:4 
 
4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 


