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What we are seeing in these verses is the gospel coming to the Gentiles, God’s formally opening the 
door of Christ’s Church to them through the gospel preaching of the apostle Peter, for the very first 
time.  It is not as though there were not other Gentiles who had come to know the Lord before this, 
but in this incident Peter was commissioned by God and sent to preach specifically to a certain 
Gentile man named Cornelius, and his household and servants; a thing which would not have taken 
place unless God had purposed it, and had revealed this great vision to Peter.  Truly, it was a great 
day in the history of the Church, and we who are Gentiles should glory in it.  I believe that God 
would have us to learn some things from this vision that was given to Peter; things which will affect 
the way that we see people around us.  Sometimes we forget that God’s purposes are greater than 
our purposes.  We think about doing evangelism, and so we should, for we are told to do so: “Go 
and preach the gospel to every creature”.  But sometimes we forget that redemption is particular, 
and that in God’s mind, He would have every one of His elect people be saved at a particular time.   
       Here in these verses we see that God was working in both Cornelius and Peter to bring them 
together so that Peter would preach the gospel to Cornelius, so that he and his household would be 
saved.  I am saying that sometimes it takes God’s sovereign work in leading us, to bring us to the 
place where we will share the gospel to a particular person who we might not think about sharing it 
with them.  But God is fully able to show us what we should do.   This morning I want to speak to 
you about God’s ability to show us what we should personally do in evangelism; the sharing of the 
glorious gospel of His Son, with people around us.  I want to show you what God showed Peter, and 
apply what we learn, to ourselves.   
       1st of all – God showed Peter, and He will often show us, what He practically would have us to 
do, in the midst of our times of prayer.  2nd – God showed Peter, and He has shown us through this 
vision, that He will lead us to witness to all kinds of people in order that they might be saved  And 
3rd – God showed Peter, and He will often show us, by His providence, the particular person or 
persons who He would have us to share with.  Let us pray to have a tender heart to these truths; to 
be sensitive to the Lord’s leading when it comes to our sharing the gospel with people around us.  
Let us pray that God Himself would lead us and teach us, with regard to sharing the gospel with 
people around us.    
1st of all – God showed Peter, and He will often show us, what He practically would 
have us to do, in the midst of our times of prayer.   (verses 9 and 10) 
       Verse 9 – ‘The next day, as they went on their journey and drew near the city, Peter went up on 
the housetop to pray about the sixth hour.”  “Then he became very hungry and wanted to eat; but 
while they made ready, he fell into a trance…”   So here we have the 3 men who Cornelius sent to 
Joppa, just about to complete their ten hour journey from Caesarea to Joppa.  They are  “drawing 
near the city”, and at that very time, we find Peter (who we know from chapter 11, verse 12, was 
being led by the Spirit) going up on the housetop of Simon the Tanner’s house to pray.  The time 
was the sixth hour; it was about noon.  Now certainly it is true that pious Jews usually would set 
aside time to pray to God, usually at least two times in the day; the morning and the evening 
sacrifice.  But often those who were conscious of those things which God would have them to do, 
and of the Spirit’s leading, would sometimes add another time of prayer to their devotion to God.  
In this case, Peter went up on the roof, and it was at about the sixth hour, or noon.  You see the 
indications of devout men in the Bible doing this same thing.  In Psalm 55: 16, David says – “As for 
me, I will call upon God, and the Lord will save me.”  “Evening and morning and at noon I will 
pray, and cry aloud , and He shall hear my voice.”  David had been driven out of Jerusalem by his 
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own son Absalom’s rebellion.  He was seeking David’s life, but David was confident that God would 
hear him and help him, but he consciously sought God in prayer, even at noon, to cast his burden 
on the Lord.   
       You see a similar thing in the book of Daniel chapter 6, when king Darius thought to set Daniel 
over the whole realm because of the excellent spirit that was in him.  The governors and the satraps 
sought to find some charge against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find no charge 
or fault, because Daniel was faithful.  So then, these wicked envious men sought to find some way 
of charging Daniel with some fault, and so they proposed to the king that he should sign a decree 
which they had drawn up, stating that no one should petition any god or man for thirty days, except 
the king, and if they did, they would be thrown into a lion’s den.  The king foolishly signed the 
decree.  But it says in Daniel 6: 10 – “Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went 
home.”  “And in his upper room , with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his 
knees three times that day, and he prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since 
early days.”  You know the rest of the story.  The wicked men told the king that Daniel has 
disobeyed the kings command, and the king was forced to  throw Daniel into the lion’s den.  We 
read there, that the Lord protected him from being eaten by the lions, and then when the king 
realized how false and unfaithful these governors and satraps had been, who accused Daniel in this 
way, he had them thrown into the lion’s den, and they were devoured immediately.  
       Now, truly, this is very significant, and I think that we should apply it to ourselves in this way.   
Do you want to be a godly person?  If you would be led by God’s Spirit into doing practical good 
works for God, and being useful in service to Him, you must learn to regularly pray.  Daniel did this 
as a custom from his early days.  Oh, how great a thing this is in the sight of God!  It is a great and 
godly thing because it is your deliberately giving to God small portions of time during your day.  
Ah, I know what you are thinking.  You are thinking that we are living in times where this doesn’t 
seem practical; but for those who will manage to carve out the time, they shall truly know the 
reality of God’s using them in His service, and using them as His witnesses.  This evidently was 
Peter’s regular practice, to pray.  He had come to understand, just as you should understand, that 
there are different kinds of prayer.  This kind of prayer that we are talking about is not just the 
thoughts which you often have toward God, in lifting up your soul to God, but what is being 
described here in our verses is those regular times each day where you deliberately draw apart, just 
to be with God in prayer and meditation and interaction with him in those prayers.  It is prayer 
which looks expectantly to God to know what He would have you to do, and how He would have 
you to go about doing it. 
        Peter was being led by God, in his time of prayer, to consider what God would have him 
practically do for him in evangelism.  But he did not consciously know it yet. But we see also, that 
Peter became very hungry at that very time.  In verse 10 it says that he wanted to eat, and even that 
they had begun making ready the meal for him, when something else happened.  It says that he fell 
into a trance.  Now, you and I should understand that this trance, this εκστασις (exstasis), this 
ecstasy of a vision that was given to the apostle Peter, was a direct revelation of God to his mind 
and his experience.  And you and I who are Christians today, no matter who we are, are not given 
this kind of direct revelatory knowledge from God because we do not need it.  We have everything 
that we need to guide us into what we are to do in the word of God, the Bible.  Peter needed to have 
this vision because he as an apostle, representing all the other apostles, was going to open the door 
of the gospel and the Church, to the Gentiles.  This was a once in the Church age event.  Since the 
days of the apostles, there is no longer any need for direct revelation from God, because we have a 
completed cannon; we have a more sure word of prophecy in the Bible.  The “perfect” has come, as 
it says in 1st Corinthians chapter 13, verse 10, and so the “partial” was done away with.  What was 
the partial?  It was the revelatory gifts of prophecy, and tongues, and knowledge, such as Peter 
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received this day.  They were given for that time, and that time only, because there was a great need 
for them before the word of God, the Scripture, was completed.   
       But what I want you to understand in relation to doing evangelism, or doing any good work for 
God, which may involve your being a witness for Christ, is that you, if you are praying to God in 
these stated times of prayer, will very practically be led by the Spirit as to what you ought to do for 
God in relation to all the various situations that you encounter on any given day.  This leading will 
take into account all of the good truth of the word of God, but it will be the Spirit’s leading you 
personally in relation to all of that good truth. I believe that we can reasonably conclude this based 
upon this situation that Peter was in, on that day so long ago.  Peter was led by the Spirit then, and 
you as a Christian are being led by the Spirit now.  Your being led of the Spirit is true of you, 
whether you are an apostle with extraordinary gifts, or whether you are an ordinary Christian with 
normative gifts.  You are being led because the Father and the Son have given you the Spirit.  In 
Romans 8: 14, Paul says – “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”  
“For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption 
by whom we cry out, ‘Abba, Father.”  “The Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are children 
of God.”  And Galatians 5: 16 Paul says – “I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the 
lust of the flesh.”  “For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these 
are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.”  “But if you are led by 
the Spirit, you are not under the law.”    
       Now, that is what we need to know as Christians.  We need to know that each of us, since we 
have come to know God, are being led by the Spirit because we have been adopted by God into His 
family.  We have received the Spirit of Adoption, and we cry out to God as our Father, in prayer.  
We cry out to Him in prayer to be led experientially into the truth.  We pray for the wisdom to walk 
in the Spirit and not fulfill the lust of the flesh, and we cry out to God further, for the wisdom and 
guidance that He alone can give us in relation to various people and situations in our lives.  
Certainly we will not be led contrary to the Scriptures. We will take heed to all of  the 
commandments and instructive knowledge of the word of God, but we most certainly do need to be 
guided into how this knowledge will be implemented, in terms of what we will do for God.  I am 
talking about your works that you will do for God; those things which will honor Him and which 
will help others around you to come to know the Lord, or walk more closely with the Lord, if they 
know Him.  This will come, we are being shown here, by our praying to the Lord and being 
sensitive to His leading, even as Peter was that day.   
Now 2nd – God showed Peter, and He has shown us through this vision, that He will 
lead us to witness to all kinds of people in order that they might be saved.  
(verses 10-16) 
       Verse 10 says, Peter fell into a trance and saw heaven opened and an object like a great sheet 
bound at the four corners, descending to him and let down to the earth.”  “In it were all kinds of 
four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air.”  “And a voice 
came to him, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.”  “But Peter said, ‘Not so, Lord!”  “For I have never eaten 
anything common or unclean.”  “And a voice spoke to him again the second time, ‘What God has 
cleansed you must not call common.”  “This was done three times.”  “And the object was taken up 
into heaven again.”  Let us consider together the strength of this vision to Peter’s mind.  In this 
trance he saw heaven opened; not literally like Stephen saw it opened as he was being stoned, but 
in a visionary way he saw it opened; and he saw a great sheet bound at the four corners, which had 
all of these creatures in it.  And the voice from heaven tells Peter to rise, kill and eat.  This vision 
was symbolically portraying to Peter something which had been revealed in the Old Testament 
Scriptures, but which had not been revealed in the way that it was now being revealed specifically 
to him.  God was intending to call the Gentiles.   
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       Peter is hungry, but God is rather going to satisfy his spiritual hunger by letting him be the one 
to preach the gospel to them.  He would partake spiritually, just like a hunter goes to hunt for wild 
game, and is successful in that hunt, of seeing the first group, the first household  of Gentiles who 
would be converted to Jesus Christ.  Eventually Peter would partake of this very important truth – 
That the Gentiles were no longer unclean or common persons to be avoided in Peter’s experience 
and his preaching.  There were many nationalities of people and many kinds of people who were 
not Jews, who God was intending to save in the future, and He was going to begin with these.  But 
let us understand that Peter did not understand the meaning of this vision when he first saw it.  For 
when the Lord says to him – “Arise, kill, and eat”, Peter said – “Not so Lord”.  Surely this was a 
strange thing for Peter to do; to say to God who knows all things, and is perfect in His wisdom and 
understand – “Not so”.  What was the problem here?  The problem was Peter’s strong and right 
understand of the Old Testament law.   
       Peter did not understand yet, what the vision meant, and so he thought that God was telling 
him that he should eat unclean as well as clean animals, and he knew the Scriptures.  He knew that 
he should not eat unclean animals, but only the clean.  And this is why he said, “Not so, Lord.”  
Turn with me over to Leviticus 11: 1.  Here we find a part of the ceremonial law given to Moses to 
give to the children of Israel.  “And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying to them, ‘Speak to 
the children of Israel, saying, ‘These are the animals which you may eat among all the beasts that 
are on the earth: ‘Among the beasts, whatever divides the hoof, having cloven hooves and chewing 
the cud – that you may eat.”  “Nevertheless these you shall not eat among those that chew the cud 
or those that have cloven hooves: the camel, because it chews the cud but does not have cloven 
hooves, is unclean to you; the rock hyrax (a rock badger or rock rabbit), because it chews the cud 
but does not have cloven hooves, is unclean to you; the hare, because it chews the cud but does not 
have cloven hooves, is unclean to you; and the swine, though it divides the hoof, having cloven 
hooves, yet does not chew the cud, is unclean to you.”  “Their flesh you shall not eat, and their 
carcasses you shall not touch.”  “They are unclean to you.”   
       Now, we must ask ourselves the question: Why were some animals clean and they could be 
eaten and others were not clean and they could not be eaten by the Jews?  If we were to take the 
time to read down through the whole chapter we would find birds and insects and creeping things 
are listed, and then look at verse 41 – “And every creeping thing that creeps on the earth shall be an 
abomination.”  “It shall not be eaten.”  “Whatever crawls on its belly, whatever goes on all fours, or 
whatever has many feet among all creeping things that creep on the earth – these you shall not eat, 
for they are an abomination.”  “You shall not make yourselves abominable with any creeping thing 
that creeps; nor shall you make yourselves unclean with them, lest you be defiled by them.”  And 
then God gives this important reason answering the question – Why?  Verse 43 – “You shall not 
make yourselves abominable with any creeping thing that creeps; nor shall you make yourselves 
unclean with them, lest you be defiled by them.”  “For I am the Lord your God.”  “You shall 
therefore sanctify yourselves, and you shall be holy; for I am holy.”  “Neither shall you defile 
yourselves  with any creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  “For I am the Lord who brings you 
up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God.”  “You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.”  
       This is why Peter said – “Not so Lord!”  “For I have never eaten anything common or unclean.”  
But a voice spoke to him again the second time, “What God has cleansed you must call common.”  
Again we must ask ourselves – Why did the Lord require this?  Well, the answer is – God wanted 
the Jewish people to be separate from the other peoples of the land.  He wanted them to be holy 
unto Himself.  Listen to John Gill on this – You shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and you shall be 
holy, for I am holy; “that is, separate themselves from all other people, and be distinct from them, 
by using a different diet from theirs, as their Lord and God was different from all others, so called; 
and thus by observing His commands, and living according to His will, and to his glory, they would 
be holy in a moral sense, as they ought to be, who were under the peculiar care and notice of a holy 
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God, and so highly favoured by Him; and particularly by attending to the above laws concerning 
food, they would be kept from mixing with, and having conversation with the Gentiles, and so be 
preserved from falling into idolatry, and continue a holy people, serving and worshipping the Lord 
their God, and Him only; and which seems to be a principal view as to religion, in delivering out the 
above commands.”  
       Ah, that is it, isn’t it?  These dietary distinctions and prohibitions were given to Israel by God  
to show forth the fact that He had called the Jews to be a separate and distinct people from all the 
peoples of the earth, and they could only be holy and keep themselves from idols if they would have 
a different kind of diet than that of the idolatrous nations around them.  God wanted these dietary 
guidelines to continue until His Son went to the cross, having fulfilled the law; both moral and 
ceremonial.  And so, we see that these animals which Peter saw in the great sheet, were 
representative not only of unclean foods that they might eat, but they are representative of the 
Gentile nations and peoples who were great sinners against the Lord; some of them, many of them 
over the course of the Church age, God would stretch forth His hand to save.  God did not want His 
Old Testament people to be overcome and defiled by their sinful practices of sacrificing to idols, 
and eating meat sacrificed to idols.  Ever since Christ rose from the dead and ascended to heaven, 
God had a purpose to save many Gentiles, and He could only fulfill that purpose if the wall which 
had separated the Jew from the Gentile, the wall that He Himself had put up, was broken down, 
and the two (Jew and Gentile) made into one new people as the people of God.  And this is what 
God had already had done when He sent His Son to die upon the cross for the sins of all of His elect 
people.   
       Listen to Ephesians 2: 11-22 – “Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh--who 
are called Uncircumcision by what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands – that at 
that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.” “But now in Christ 
Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.” “For He Himself is 
our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, having 
abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as 
to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, and that He might reconcile 
them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity.” “And He 
came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near.” “For through Him 
we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.”  “Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and 
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, having been 
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 
cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.”  
       Take good notice of this, all you who are Gentiles; “you are no longer strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God.”  Strangers and foreigners 
were what the Gentiles were to the Jewish people who knew the Lord before the coming of Christ.  
That is how they were seen.  Theirs was a theocratic commonwealth.  They had privileges given to 
them because they were Jewish; especially the covenants of promise.  These covenants made with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and David, all pointed to the fulfillment in Christ, and that fulfillment 
was realized by Christ’s perfect obedience to God’s holy law, and His sacrificial death on the cross, 
and His being raised from the dead, which confirmed the certainty of the promised redemption 
would be applied to all elect Jews.  But what was not generally known in Old Testament times was 
this mystery of the gospel coming to the Gentiles.       
       Now, through the death of Christ we Gentiles who believe in Christ, have become fellow citizens 
with the saints; that is with the Jewish saints (Jewish Christians), and we are now members of the 
household of God.  And this Church was founded upon Jewish prophets and Jewish apostles, Jesus 
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Christ a Jewish Man, who became the chief cornerstone of the whole building.  And so, we who are 
Gentiles who have believed in Christ should glory in the fact that we have been fitted together with 
elect Israel to grow into a holy temple in the Lord, and He would have us, together, be His dwelling 
place.  It is through Christ that we both have access to the Father.  We share together in all the 
blessings of salvation and all that fellowship with each other, which the truth of Christ brings.  And 
so you see, Peter had to learn this truth, and learn it well, for there would be very practical 
implications which would come to him personally, in his preaching of the gospel.  He was no longer 
to call what God had cleansed common or unclean.  This truth Peter did not understand quite yet, 
but he would very shortly.   
       By way of application, God will by His Spirit experientially lead you into a greater consideration 
of who He would have you to share Christ with.  Yes, He would have you to see people around as 
sinners, but He would also have you to see all kinds of people as those who Christ died to save.  
Listen to the apostle Paul in Romans 1: 13 and 14 – “Now I do not want you to be unaware, 
brethren, that I often planned to come to you (but was hindered until now), that I might have some 
fruit among you also, just as among the other Gentiles.”  “I am a debtor both to Greeks and 
barbarians, both tgo wise and to unwise.”  You can see Paul’s desire can’t you?  And His mindset?  
It was that it had been shown him by God that he should preach to those who were barbarians, 
those who were Greeks, the philosophically minded, and he wouldn’t exclude the one or the other.  
How is it with you?  Are you willing to speak to those people who are barbarians in the way that 
they live and conduct themselves?  Are you willing also to speak to moral people, decent people, 
intellectual people, philosophical people, that they too might be saved?  This is what this text is 
saying to all of here today.  
And then 3rd – God showed Peter, and He will often show us, by His providence, the 
particular person or persons who He would have us to share with. (verses  
       Verses 17-23 – “Now while Peter wondered within himself what this vision which he had seen 
meant, behold, the men who had been sent from Cornelius had made inquiry for Simon’s house, 
and stood before the gate.” “And they called and asked whether Simon, whose surname was Peter, 
was lodging there.” “While Peter thought about the vision, the Spirit said to him, "Behold, three 
men are seeking you. Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting nothing; for I have sent 
them.” “Then Peter went down to the men who had been sent to him from Cornelius, and said, ‘Yes, 
I am he whom you seek.” “For what reason have you come?” And they said, “Cornelius the 
centurion, a just man, one who fears God and has a good reputation among all the nation of the 
Jews, was divinely instructed by a holy angel to summon you to his house, and to hear words from 
you.” “Then he invited them in and lodged them.” “On the next day Peter went away with them, and 
some brethren from Joppa accompanied him.”  
       You see Peter didn’t understand this vision that God had given him until he connected it with 
what happened right on the heels of it.  The 3 men sent by Cornelius showed up at the gate, right at 
that time.  The Lord’s timing is always perfect.  Peter was thinking upon the vision, and the Spirit 
said to him, ‘Behold three men are seeking you.”  Arise and go with them and do not doubt that I 
have sent them.  And so Peter did.  He went down, he greeted them and asked them why they had 
come.  And when it was explained to him, he welcomed them in and lodged them there that night.  
He was already receiving the truth that these men and the man that they represented, Cornelius, 
were some of the unclean animals which God wanted him to consider clean, for Christ’s sake, so 
that they would be saved.  How is it with you?  Will you consider the persons that God would have 
you to speak to about Christ?  The Spirit will not speak to you with an audible voice and tell you to 
share with them, but I believe that according to what we have seen in this message today, he will 
make it plain to you who He does want you to speak to.  Let your heart be tender to this message, 
and pray to be bold to share the truth whether it may be to a barbarian, or to the most moral and 
intellectual person you have ever known.   
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