
You’re Invited: RSVP 
#3 in Series: Stories from The Master

RSVP is an initialism derived from the French phrase Répondez s'il vous 
plaît, meaning “Reply if you please”, or “Please respond”.  It requires 
confirmation of an invitation.

Jesus told a very short story about a man who threw a feast, and the initial 
response to his invitation was very disappointing…  In a day without clocks, 
the date of the banquet was announced long before, but the exact time only 
was announced the very day.  When the food was ready, very few people 
wanted to come.  

You should know that this particular story set His enemies on edge…  The 
Pharisees were bragging about their place in the kingdom of heaven – that 
they would sit at the head of the table – occupy the best seats in the house!...  
And Jesus interjects with a little story to surprise them.  

Luke 14:16-24 (NASB)
16 But He said to him, ”A man was giving a big dinner, and he invited many; 
17 and at the dinner hour he sent his slave to say to those who had been 

invited, ‘Come; for everything is ready now.’ 18 But they all alike began to 
make excuses. The first one said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of land and I 

need to go out and look at it; please consider me excused.’19 Another one 
said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out; please 

consider me excused.’ 20 Another one said, ‘I have married a wife, and for 

that reason I cannot come.’ 21 And the slave came back and reported this to 
his master. Then the head of the household became angry and said to his slave, 
‘Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the city and bring in here the poor 

and crippled and blind and lame.’ 22 And the slave said, ‘Master, what you 

commanded has been done, and still there is room.’ 23 And the master said to 
the slave, ‘Go out into the highways and along the hedges, and compel them to 

come in, so that my house may be filled. 24 For I tell you, none of those men 
who were invited shall taste of my dinner.’”



1.  The Invitation
Come; for everything is ready now 

The invitation in Jesus’ story was a clearly extended to the Jews…  As a rule, 
there were very few them that were open to the offer of Jesus made.  

The first 39 books of Scripture – that is, the Old Testament – are focused on 
the development nation of Israel, their failures to follow God, and their 
longing for a Messiah…  That Messiah was predicted to be a Jewish man that 
would rise from within the ranks and restore their country to greatness. 

The Jews were the biological children of Abraham, a man that emerges in the 
book of Genesis, as the ancestor of this race of people.  We need a little 
history of Israel to make sense of this story – so bear with me for a couple of 
minutes. 

Abraham lived around 2000 BC.  God said to him in Gen. 12 – “I will make a 
great nation out of you. Your people will be like the sand on the shore, like the 
stars in the sky.  Too many to count.”  But the descendants of Abraham were a 
fickle bunch, like all human beings are.  They refused to follow God 
exclusively and kept mixing in the idols of the foreign lands into their 
worldview and lifestyle…  By the end of the OT, God has scattered the Jews, 
and the glory has faded.  Their only hope would be a unifying, heroic figure, a 
redeemer, a ruler – called the Messiah. 

They couldn’t wait for Him to come. 

They just never dreamed He would show up … in a manger… 

When God sends the Messiah, He sends a humble, fragile baby, born of a 
woman…  Not a Goliath-sized warrior to run a military…  The whole thing 
caught the Jews off-guard and they were utterly disgusted by the position and 
attitude Jesus was taking – Who claimed to be the heaven-sent ruler. 

That is the backstory of Jesus’s birth. 

So, when Christmas comes and Jesus arrives, a prophet named John the 
Baptist makes an announcement to the Jews.  “Behold, the kingdom of God is 
near. The Messiah is here! Prepare the way of the Lord.”  He looked 
courageously into the eyes of the Jewish leaders and said:

Matt. 3:9-10 (NASB)
9 and do not suppose that you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for 



our father’; for I say to you that from these stones God is able to raise up 

children to Abraham. 10 The axe is already laid at the root of the trees; 
therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire.

What’s he saying: Do not assume that your bloodline will be the golden ticket!  
Do not think that because Abraham is great grandpa that you are automatically 
included.  God desires something more than specific DNA.  He wants the 
repentance of sin.  He wants humility.  He wants heart change. 

The story of the book of Acts tells us of the explosion of the church, and how 
the Gospel was spread to the non-Jews. 

Three things have happened by the end of the Bible:

• Jesus has been raised from the dead, and flown into heaven.  

• Persecution has pushed the disciples away from Israel into the world. 

• The church of Jesus is now multiplying at a staggering rate – and most 
of the people coming in are not from the blood-line of Abraham.

Now, why all this church history?  Because you can’t understand the 
significance of the invitation in the story of this Great Feast unless you have 
that information in your head. 

2.  The Excuses
18 But they all alike began to make excuses.

At the very center of this parable – Jesus illustrates the excuses people often 
make for doing something that should really be done…

The excuses are different – but in reality, they are all the same…

Excuses are made.  

David Guzik (a contributing commentator to Blueletterbible.com) – “(Excuses) are 
fashioned for convenience, and are clung to in desperation.”

Notice the first two excuses:

“I have bought a piece of land … I have bought five yoke of oxen”

The first two excuses have to do with material things – and are each pretty 



lame.  After all, what kind of person first buys a piece of land, and then goes 
to check it out? …  If you have already bought ten oxen, what is the use of 
testing them after you have already bought them?

When we buy something new, we are almost always preoccupied by it.  
Preoccupation with the things of the world is a common excuse for not 
following Jesus.

The third excuse:  “I have married a wife”

The third excuse – for many – may be difficult to see why this is an 
unacceptable reason…  Well – this man’s excuse shows that he is putting his 
family before the Lord…  Listen, the best thing we can do for our families is 
to demonstrate that they are not first in our lives – but that the Lord is.

These excuse-makers condemn themselves.  

Our country’s first president, George Washington – “It is better to offer 
no excuse than a bad one.”

The excuses offered in Jesus’ story are only a thin veil hiding the fact that they 
do not want to come. 

G. Campbell Morgan (British Evangelist, author, 1863-1945) – “Back of an excuse is a 
lack of desire.”

[   ]  Curtis McGhee – The Kingsmen – “Excuses”
Excuses, excuses, you’ll hear them every day.
And the Devil he’ll supply them, if the church you stay away.
When people come to know the Lord, the Devil always loses
So to keep them folks away from church, he offers them excuses.
In the summer it’s too hot. And, in the winter, it’s too cold.
In the spring time when the weather’s just right,
you find some place else to go.
Well, it’s up to the mountains or down to the beach
or to visit some old friend.
Or, to just stay home and kinda relax and hope that
some of the kin folks will start dropping in.
Well, the church benches are too hard. And, that choir sings way 
too loud.
Boy, you know how nervous you get when you’re sitting in a great 
big crowd.
The doctor told you, “Now, 



you better watch them crowds. They’ll set you back.”
But, you go to that old ball game because you say “it helps you to 
relax.”
Well, a headache Sunday morning and a backache Sunday night.
But by worktime Monday morning, you’re feeling quite alright.
While one of the children has a cold, “Pneumonia, do you 
suppose?”
Why the whole family had to stay home, just to blow that poor 
kid’s nose.
Excuses, excuses, you’ll hear them every day.
And the Devil he’ll supply them if the church you stay away.
When people come to know the Lord, the Devil always loses
So to keep them folks away from church, he offers them excuses.
Well, the preacher he’s too young. And, maybe he’s too old.
The sermons they’re not hard enough. And, maybe they’re too 
bold.
His voice is much too quiet-like. Sometimes he gets too loud.
He needs to have more dignity. Or, else he’s way too proud.
Well, the sermons they’re too long. And, maybe they’re too short.
He ought to preach the word with dignity instead of “stomp and 
snort.”
Well, that preacher we’ve got must be “the world’s most stuck up 
man.”
Well, one of the lady’s told me the other day,
“Well, he didn’t even shake my hand.”
Excuses, excuses, you’ll hear them every day.
And the Devil he’ll supply them if the church you stay away.
When people come to know the Lord, the Devil always loses
So to keep them folks away from church, he offers them excuses.

Well, the sermons they’re too long. And, maybe they’re too short.
He ought to preach the word with dignity instead of “stomp and 
snort.”
Well, that preacher we’ve got must be “the world’s most stuck up 
man.”
Well, one of the lady’s told me the other day,
“Well, he didn’t even shake my hand.”
Excuses, excuses, you’ll hear them every day.
And the Devil he’ll supply them if the church you stay away.



When people come to know the Lord, the Devil always loses
So to keep them folks away from church, he offers them excuses.

There is no rational reason why someone would not want to be part of this 
feast – they just didn’t want to go…

You can see what Jesus is doing.  He’s painting a picture of people who 
originally agreed to the plan, but now make other plans.  

What we need to understand is this – the excuses were not “delays” – they 
were “rejections”!

3.  The Anger
The master of the feast is offended by this, and he’s ready to open the party to 
anybody that wants in…  The Master is outright angry. 

21  … Then the head of the household became angry and said to his slave, 
‘Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the city and bring in here the poor 
and crippled and blind and lame.’

This is one of those places where Jesus refers to the Father’s wrath…  You 
may be one who only thinks of the love of God – that God is love…  And He 
is!...  But God is also wrath!... 

In the story of the Prodigal Son – that we plan to look at in this series – Jesus 
describes the Father as a compassionate dad who misses his son and stands 
ready to receive him back.  The Father was patient and willing to extend 
grace.  His love is limitless… 

But in this story of Jesus – there is a different feel…  In this story, the Master 
is full of anger because of those who fail to value His generosity and love…  
The Master’s patience has expired…  Not one of those people originally 
invited is going to come to the meal!  

4.  The Compulsion 
Again – 

21 And the slave came back and reported this to his master. Then the head of 
the household became angry and said to his slave, ‘Go out at once into the 
streets and lanes of the city and bring in here the poor and crippled and blind 
and lame.’ 22 And the slave said, ‘Master, what you commanded has been 
done, and still there is room.’ 23 And the master said to the slave, ‘Go out into 



the highways and along the hedges, and compel them to come in, so that my 
house may be filled. 

Notice the passion that is in the Master’s command –

If those first invited to the feast refuse, there will still be a feast – the Master 
will not give a feast in vain!

23… compel them to come in, so that my house may be filled.

“Compel them” comes from a very strong word – which means “to persuade 
strongly, to urge, to constrain”.  Why did Jesus say ”compel”?  

These wanderers and outcasts would need to be convinced that they were 
really welcome!...  Compel – because they are going to protest…  They know 
they are not a even a part of Israel…  They don’t see that they are chosen of 
God…  Their attitude will be – “I...I'm unworthy”.

We need to be careful…  There have been those in history who have used the 
phrase ”compel them to come in” as a justification to try and coerce people 
into Christianity – sometimes, using persecution and torture…  That does not 
lead to true conversion and that is NOT what the Lord is commanding…

Compel, yes – but in love.

F.F. Bruce (another 20th C. Bible Scholar that I commend to your reading) – said this 
about “compel” – it “Reflects in the first place the urgent desire of the 
master to have an absolutely full house, in the second the feeling that 
pressure will be needed to overcome the incredulity of country people as 
to the invitation to them being meant seriously. They would be apt to 
laugh in the servant’s face.”

Listen – when it comes to salvation – the Compeller is the Holy Spirit – not 
us…  We lovingly share the gospel and the Holy Spirit will – 

John 16:8 (NASB) “And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness 
and judgment;

5.  The Consequence 
Jesus said of those who were originally invited – who refused to come – that 
the consequence of their decision was – to say the least – dire and frightening.

24 For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste of my 



dinner.’”

Have you ever told your kid: “This is going to happen” … And they say, 
“Whatever dad!” … And then it happens… And you smile smugly. “Told you 
it would happen” … When you predict failure, and failure happens, it feels 
like a success… 

Jesus is telling these hard-hearted listeners, that if they keep this same prideful 
posture with God, things are going to go bad… 

Jeremy Taylor (17th C. clergyman / author in the Church of England) – “No sin is 
small.  It is against an infinite God, and may have consequences 
immeasurable. No grain of sand is small in the mechanism of a watch.”

The Scripture is saying that all those who are rejecting the free offer of 
salvation – will on that last day have no excuses, but deep regret. 

That doesn’t have to be your consequence…

Jesus said – 

John 6:37 (NASB)  “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to 
Me I will certainly not cast out.”

A lot of people get hung up on the first part of Jesus’ statement – that “All that 
the Father gives Me will come to Me”.  Jesus made that statement to His 
disciples – which gives insight to His Doctrine of Election…  But if you are 
not a Christian – don’t try to figure something out you have yet to be given by 
the Lord.  Focus on the last part of that statement – “and the one who comes to 
Me I will certainly not cast out.”

Do you not need to come to Him?...

When Jesus saw Peter, James, and John commercial fishing – He said, “Come 
and follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Matthew 4:20 says:

Immediately, they left their nets and followed him.  (Matt. 4:20)

That’s what Jesus wants from me…  That’s what He wants from you…  That’s 
what He wanted from the Jews. 

The consequence prescribed to those who rejected the final invitation – does 
not have to be your future!... Come!  Come to Christ!

Even the last chapter in the Bible contains an invitation for you to come:



Revelation 22:17 (NKJV) “And the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let 
him who hears say, ‘Come!’ And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, 
let him take the water of life freely.”


