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PHILIPPIANS
THE BOOK OF

THE PARADOX OF SPIRITUAL WORK
PHILIPPIANS 2:12-13

124

“THIS BOOK MIGHT BE CALLED A THANK YOU 
NOTE TO SAINTS IN PHILIPPI FOR THEIR 

GENEROUS GIFTS.” 

ROBERT P. LIGHTNER
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“OF ALL PAUL'S EPISTLES, 
PHILIPPIANS IS THE MOST 
CONSISTENTLY POSITIVE 

AND PERSONAL.” 

ROBERT H. MOUNCE
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“A PARADOX IS A SEEMINGLY ABSURD OR 
SELF-CONTRADICTORY STATEMENT OR 

PROPOSITION THAT WHEN INVESTIGATED 
OR EXPLAINED MAY PROVE TO BE WELL 

FOUNDED OR TRUE.” 

OXFORD DICTIONARY
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A. 
CHRISTIANS ARE THE EXAMPLE/EXPRESSION 

OF SPIRITUAL POWER (V.12)
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A. 
CHRISTIANS ARE THE EXAMPLE/EXPRESSION 

OF SPIRITUAL POWER (V.12)

1. THE COMMAND

129



8/27/23

3

“I[WE] MUST WORK THE WORKS OF 
HIM THAT SENT ME, WHILE IT IS 

DAY: THE NIGHT COMETH, WHEN NO 
MAN CAN WORK.”

JN.9:4
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A. 
CHRISTIANS ARE THE EXAMPLE/EXPRESSION 

OF SPIRITUAL POWER (V.12)

1. THE COMMAND

2. THE CONDITIONS
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“THIS ONLY WOULD I LEARN OF YOU; RECEIVED 
YE THE SPIRIT BY THE WORKS OF THE LAW, OR 

BY THE HEARING OF FAITH?  ARE YE SO 
FOOLISH?  HAVING BEGUN IN THE SPIRIT, ARE 

YE NOW MADE PERFECT BY THE FLESH?”

GAL.3:2-3
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“...COMPLETE IN HIM...”

COL.2:10
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“IF THE WORKMAN IS WHAT HE OUGHT 
TO BE, THE WORK WILL BE WHAT IT 

OUGHT TO BE.”

WARREN W. WIERSBE
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“PERHAPS IT IS BEST TO SEE BOTH THE 
OUTWORKING OF PERSONAL SALVATION AND THE 
CORPORATE SALVATION OR DELIVERANCE OF THE 
WHOLE ASSEMBLY FROM WHATEVER HELD THEM 

BACK FROM EXPERIENCING GOD'S BEST.”

ROBERT P. LIGHTNER
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“AS WE WORK OUT OUR OWN SANCTIFICATION WE MUST 
REMEMBER CERTAIN THINGS: WE SERVE A HOLY GOD, WE HAVE 

A STRONG AND CRAFTY ADVERSARY, AND WE ARE WEAK AND 
DEPENDENT ON GOD FOR ALL THAT WE NEED.  SUCH AWARENESS 

WILL PRODUCE THE ATTITUDE OF FEAR AND TREMBLING THAT 
PAUL ADVOCATED.  THIS ATTITUDE IS NOT INCONSISTENT WITH 

JOY AND CONFIDENCE IN THE LORD.” 

THOMAS CONSTABLE
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“PUTTING FORTH SUCH A CONSTANT AND 
SUSTAINED EFFORT IS NOT EASY.  IT IS A BATTLE 

ON THREE FRONTS, A WARFARE AGAINST THE 
TREMENDOUSLY STRONG AND WILY COMBINATION 

OF THE WORLD, THE FLESH, AND THE DEVIL.”

WILLIAM HENDRIKSEN
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B. 
GOD IS THE SOURCE/SUPPLY 
OF SPIRITUAL POWER (V.13)

138



8/27/23

6

B. 
GOD IS THE SOURCE/SUPPLY OF SPIRITUAL POWER (V.13)

1. THE COMMENCEMENT OF SPIRITUAL POWER
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“CHRIST IN YOU, THE HOPE OF GLORY!”

COL.1:27
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“…THE EARNEST OF OUR INHERITANCE…”

EPH.1:14
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B. 
GOD IS THE SOURCE/SUPPLY OF SPIRITUAL POWER (V.13)

1. THE COMMENCEMENT OF SPIRITUAL POWER

2. THE COMPONENTS OF SPIRITUAL POWER

A. DEPENDENT ATTITUDE

B. DILIGENT ACTION
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