
 

"The Greater Son" 

Psalm 72 

(Preached at Trinity, July 24, 2011) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. As we begin Psalm 72 we come to the end of the Book II of the Psalter. It ends with the 

phrase: “The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended.”  
Or as the NIV puts it,  “This concludes the prayers of David son of Jesse.” 

2. The superscription reads in the KJV, “A Psalm for Solomon.” 
 In the Hebrew it can read, “A Psalm for Solomon” or “A Psalm of Solomon” or  

“A Psalm to Solomon.” - NAS – “A Psalm of Solomon” 

A. So it could be another Psalm of David – this one written by David for the son who 

succeeded him. This would make the ending appropriate.  

B. On the other hand, if read as we read the previous psalms of Book II  

“A Psalm of David” rather than “A Psalm for David” there is no reason why we 

shouldn’t read this psalm “A Psalm of Solomon;” that is, a psalm written by 

Solomon, the new king.  

 It was probably written on the day of his coronation at the beginning of his reign. 

3. Psalm 72 speaks of Solomon; however, the significance of this psalm is not found in 

Solomon, the son of David, the successor to the throne of David. Rather, this psalm is 

significant because it points forward to the greater Son of David, the glorious King.  

A. Generally, we consider a psalm Messianic if it is quoted in the New Testament as 

Messianic.  

Yet, can we deny that this psalm looks to Jesus.  

 Charles Hodge – “The subject of this psalm is the Redeemer of the world” 

Spurgeon - “Jesus is here, beyond all doubt, in the glory of his reign” 

William Binnie, 19
th

 Century theologian – “The Psalm, from beginning to end, is 

not only capable of being applied to Christ, but great part is incapable of being 

fairly applied to any other.” 

Calvin - What is here spoken of everlasting dominion cannot be limited to one 

man, or to a few, nor even to twenty ages; but there is pointed out the succession 

which had its end and its complete accomplishment in Christ. 

Matthew Henry – “This is a prophecy of the prosperity and perpetuity of the 

kingdom of Christ under the shadow of the reign of Solomon.” 

 B. We can hear hints of this psalm in Isaiah 11:1-5 

4. So, while this psalm speaks of the reign of Solomon, it speaks of the greater King, King 

Jesus. So tonight I’m going to speak primarily of His great reign. 

 I. The righteous reign of the King – Verse 1-4 

 II. The unending reign of the King – Verses 5-7 

 III. The universal reign of the King – Verses 8-11 

 IV. The excellent reign of the King – Verses 12-14 

 V. The exalted reign of the King – Verses 15-20 
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I. The righteous reign of the King – Verse 1-4 

 A. One of the chief characteristics of Christ’s reign is righteousness 

1. Righteousness speaks of the rightness and justness of God – God doing all 

things rightly or justly  

  2. Each of the first three verses contain the word righteousness 

a. Verse 1 is a petition that the King might be endowed with 

righteousness 

b. Verse 2 declares that, so endowed, the King will rule in 

righteousness 

c. Verses 3-4 speaks of the fruit of righteous judgment - peace 

    The oppressed are defended, the needy are provided for 

 B. Did Solomon possess this righteousness? 

1. Perhaps at the beginning of his reign.  

 He even asked God for wisdom that he might rule justly  

1 Kings 3:9 – “Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to 
judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for 
who is able to judge this thy so great a people?” 

2. Unfortunately Solomon did not maintain this high standard but ultimately 

turned away from God and followed other gods.  

3. No earthly king possesses perfect righteousness and no earthly kingdom 

rules with perfect justice 

4. This is why we look for the Kingdom of Christ wherein perfect 

righteousness and justice lies. 

2 Peter 3:13 – “Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for 
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” 

Psalm 72:2 – “He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and 
thy poor with judgment.” 

5. Jesus is perfect in every way – He’s the Prince of peace, the Lord of lords, 

the King of kings 

Hebrews 7:26 – “For such an high priest became us, who is holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than 
the heavens;” 
Revelation 19:11 – “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white 
horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and 
in righteousness he doth judge and make war.” 

6. Jesus judges righteously now  

 a. He redeemed His people by His righteousness 

  He transforms His people to love His law.  

b. When He returns He will judge righteously. The nations will be 

divided justly. 

Matthew 25:32-33 – “. . . and he shall separate them one 
from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the 
goats:  33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but 
the goats on the left.” 
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2 Timothy 2:19 – “Nevertheless the foundation of God 
standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that 
are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ 
depart from iniquity.” 
 

II. The unending reign of the King – Verses 5-7 

 A. Every earthly kingdom will end 

  1. David was a great king and he reigned for 40 years but he died 

2. Solomon, his son, was his successor and he also reigned for 40 years but 

he too died.  

  3. This is the lot of every earthly king but no so with Christ 

 B. Jesus has an everlasting reign 

Luke 1:31-33 – “And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring 
forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.  32 He shall be great, and shall 
be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the 
throne of his father David:  33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob 
for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” 
1. His reign is like none other. Like rain falling on a mown field He pours 

His blessings upon His people. And these blessings know no end. 

 His presence is everlasting, His wisdom, power, grace, mercy, love – all 

everlasting.  

Psalm 72:17 – “His name shall endure for ever: his name shall be 
continued as long as the sun” 

 Psalm 136:1 – “O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for 
his mercy endureth for ever.” 

  2. All that pertains to the earth is temporal – even the sun and the moon 

All that pertains to Christ and His Kingdom is everlasting 

Psalm 72:7 - “In his days shall the righteous flourish; and 
abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth.” 

 

III. The universal reign of the King – Verses 8-11 

“Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him.” 
 A. The rule of Christ is absolute and universal 

  Psalm 72:17 – “all nations shall call him blessed.” 
  1. The kings of the earth will bow before Him 

Philippians 2:10-11 – “That at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth;  11 And that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

  2. Jesus Christ is the Lord of lords and King of kings 

1 Timothy 6:15-16 – “Which in his times he shall shew, who is the 
blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;  16 
Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can 
approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be 
honour and power everlasting. Amen.” 

   This means Jesus is the King before whom every king shall bow 

  3. This speaks of the universal nature of the Gospel – it is covering the earth 
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 B. The work of evangelism is a declaration before all the righteous reign of Christ 

  1. Our duty is to command all men to repent and bow before the King 

2. When a king conquered a kingdom he sent his commanders to declare his 

victory and demand allegiance. Often the former leaders were put to death 

or treated cruelly. We can see this when Nebuchadnezzar and the 

Babylonians conquered Judah 

 2 Kings 25:7 – “And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his 
eyes, and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fetters 
of brass, and carried him to Babylon.” 

  3. Jesus is a compassionate and gracious Lord worthy of all allegiance  

   He declares His yoke to be easy and His burden to be light 

4. For those who will not bow, however, they will find Him a terrifying 

conqueror. 

 Revelation 6:15-17 – “And the kings of the earth, and the great 
men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, 
and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the 
dens and in the rocks of the mountains;  16 And said to the 
mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him 
that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:  17 For 
the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?” 

 

IV. The excellent reign of the King – Verses 12-14 

Psalm 72:14 – “He shall redeem their soul from deceit and violence” 
A. Our motivation for bowing before Him is not His overwhelming power but His 

gracious rule  

Psalm 72:12 – “For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor 
also, and him that hath no helper.” 

 1. He cares for the needy – He hears their cry and comes to their aid 

2. There is no greater blessing than to see our poverty and cry out for His 

relief 

Matthew 5:3 – “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.” 

3. There is no greater curse than to see ourselves rich and in no need of 

Christ. To the church of Laodicea Jesus spoke: 

 Revelation 3:17 – “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased 
with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou 
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:” 

 B. “and shall save the souls of the needy.” 

  1. The word for “souls” is vp,n< - I pointed it out to you in the previous psalm     

Psalm 70:2 – “Let them be ashamed and confounded that seek 
after my soul: let them be turned backward, and put to confusion, 
that desire my hurt.” 

   In Psalm 70 I pointed out that the word is best understood as “life” 

  2. But the word can also mean soul in the sense of our innermost being 

Psalm 63:1 – “O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my 
soul thirsteth for thee,” 
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3. Spurgeon – “His is the dominion of souls, a spiritual and not a worldly 

empire; and the needy, that is to say, the consciously unworthy and weak, 

shall find that he will give them his salvation.” 

 

V. The exalted reign of the King – Verses 15-20  

 A. Prayer is lifted up continually for Jesus 

1. It could be translated “through” – the same word is translated this way as 

Rahab lowered the spied “through” the window. Prayer lifted up through 

Jesus is blessed of God. In fact this is the only way prayer is blessed of 

God. 

2. But it is also true that prayer is offered up “for” Jesus as we pray to the 

Father for the accomplishment of His covenant promises through Jesus. 

 That His Kingdom might come and that He would be glorified.  

Psalm 72:15 – “prayer also shall be made for him continually; and 
daily shall he be praised.” 

 B. The word “blessed” is used four times in Verses 17-19 

  1. All that pertains to Jesus is blessing upon blessing 

  2. Every blessing comes through Him and to Him 

 C. The passage ends:  

  “and let the whole earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and Amen.” 
 

Conclusion:  
1. The Kingdom of our Lord is a glorious kingdom ruled by a glorious King who alone is 

worthy of all praise and honor and glory. 

2. His Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom and His throne will endure forever. It is a 

Kingdom that is growing continually, prospering under the gospel of grace. 

 Psalm 72:16 – “There shall be an handful of corn in the earth upon the top of the 
mountains; the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon: and they of the city shall 
flourish like grass of the earth.” 

3. And in Christ we find true blessings 

 Psalm 72:17 – “and men shall be blessed in him” 
 In Christ we surely find the fulfillment of the Abrahamic promise: 

Genesis 12:3 – “And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth 
thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” 

4. The question is, do you know this King? There is no greater contemplation and no greater 

blessings.  

5. Presuming this was David’s last psalm Matthew Henry wrote: 

. . . he penned it when he lay on his death-bed, and with this he breathes his last: 
"Let God be glorified, let the kingdom of the Messiah be set up, and kept up, in 
the world, and I have enough, I desire no more. With this let the prayers of David 
the son of Jesse be ended. Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.'' 

 

 

 


