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1 Peter 5:1-4 1 The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be 
revealed: 2  Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not 
by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 3  Neither as being 
lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. 4  And when the chief 
Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

Continuing with the qualifications for bishops from Paul's epistles:

1 Timothy 3:2-6 2  A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, 
sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; 3  Not given to wine, no 
striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; 4  One 
that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; 5  
(For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of 
God?) 6  Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the 
devil.

Titus 1:6-9 6  If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children 
not accused of riot or unruly. 7  For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of 
God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to 
filthy lucre; 8  But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, 
temperate; 9  Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be 
able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.

Galatians 5:22-25 22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, 23  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 24  And 
they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 25  If we live in 
the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

Continuing with the bishop's character traits (having covered his requirements for family, his 
affections, and some of his character traits).

Just: equitable (in character or act)

Job 4:17 Shall mortal man be more just than God? shall a man be more pure than his 
maker?

Romans 8:28-34 28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29  For whom he did foreknow, he 
also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brethren. 30  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and 
whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 31  
What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 32  He that 
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things? 33  Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that 
justifieth. 34  Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen 
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.

The bishop recognizes and professes that his justification comes through Jesus Christ and therefore he 
will dispense justice in the same manner as that which was dispensed to him: with grace and mercy.
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Holy: hallowed (pious, sacred, sure)

1 Peter 1:13-16 13  Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for 
the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14  As obedient 
children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 15  But as 
he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16  
Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.

The bishop realizes and professes that his holiness only comes from the holiness of his Lord and 
Savior.

Temperate: strong in a thing (masterful), i.e. (figuratively and reflexively) self-controlled (in 
appetite, etc.)

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 24  Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one 
receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. 25  And every man that striveth for the 
mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we 
an incorruptible. 26  I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth 
the air: 27  But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, 
when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.

The bishop practices temperance (self-control and discipline) in his body, mind, and soul and teaches 
the flock of God to do the same.

Patient: equitable, fair, moderate, forbearing, not insisting on the letter of the law; it expresses that 
considerateness that looks humanely and reasonably at the facts of a case; it is … in contrast to 
contentiousness;

Psalms 86:15 But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, 
and plenteous in mercy and truth.

1 Corinthians 13:4a Charity suffereth long,

The bishop recognizes the love of God demonstrated in the patience of God in his own life and 
exercises the same with the flock of God.

The bishop's ministerial strengths and skills:

Apt to teach:

John Gill on 1 Timothy 3:2 who has a considerable store of knowledge; is capable of 
interpreting the Scripture to the edification of others; is able to explain, lay open, and illustrate 
the truths of the Gospel, and defend them, and refute error; and who is not only able, but ready 
and willing, to communicate to others what he knows; and who likewise has utterance of 
speech, the gift of elocution and can convey his ideas of things in plain and easy language, in 
apt and acceptable words; for otherwise it signifies not what a man knows, unless he has a 
faculty of communicating it to others, to their understanding and advantage.
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The bishop will teach (pastors and teachers) the word for the conversion of souls, but relies upon the 
work of the Holy Ghost who first regenerates those souls so that they may hear the word, then 
continues to sanctify those souls using, in part, the teaching and preaching of those set aside for that 
ministry. However, the teaching of the word has no regenerative power.

Ephesians 4:20-24 20  But ye have not so learned Christ; 21  If so be that ye have heard 
him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22  That ye put off concerning 
the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23  And 
be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24  And that ye put on the new man, which after God is 
created in righteousness and true holiness.

1 Thessalonians 4:9  But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye 
yourselves are taught of God to love one another.

The regeneration, sanctification, and instruction of the the Holy Ghost does not negate the need for the 
teaching of men by the power of the Holy Ghost.

1 Corinthians 12:7  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to 
profit withal. (All of chapter 12 should be read to understand the gifts of the Spirit).

Colossians 2:7  Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have 
been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.

2 Thessalonians 2:15  Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye 
have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.

Romans 10:13-15 13  For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 14  
How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe 
in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 
15  And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are 
the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

John Gill on Romans 10:15 There is no proper, rightful, regular, and lawful preaching of 
the word without a mission, which is either extraordinary, or ordinary; extraordinary 
mission was such as the apostles themselves had; who, as they were called to 
extraordinary service, had extraordinary qualifications, and were sent forth in an extraordinary 
manner, with a power of doing miracles, and immediately by Christ himself. Ordinary 
mission is of men to be pastors and teachers, which includes qualifications for 
the ministerial work; for whom Christ sends forth into such service, he bestows gifts on 
them, fitting them for it, some more, some less, but all have some; and it also includes a call 
unto it, which is either internal, and by the Spirit of God, and lies partly in the furniture he 
gives, and the inclination of the heart to this good work which he forms; and which arises 
not from a vanity of mind, and a desire of popular applause, and worldly views, 
and sinister ends; but from a real concern for the good of souls, and the glory of 
Christ, being willing to deny themselves, and forsake all for Christ, to suitor reproach for his 
name's sake, and to forego all worldly interest, and secular views: or is external, which is given 
by the churches of Christ, after due trial and examination of gifts, and a serious consideration 
of the matter, and that in the most solemn manner; and this is what may be properly called a 
preacher's mission, and none but such who are in this way sent out ought to preach the Gospel:
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Hebrews 4:2  For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the 
word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 

The bishop realizes that the preaching of the Gospel will not always result in the conversion of the 
hearers as the Holy Ghost must have prepared them with the gift of faith before any action could be 
taken toward conversion.

Holding fast the faithful word:

The bishop will rely upon the word of God, the written scriptures, for both doctrinal and practical 
teaching. 

Psalm 19:7-11 7  The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony 
of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 8  The statutes of the LORD are 
right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening 
the eyes. 9  The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are 
true and righteous altogether. 10  More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much 
fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 11  Moreover by them is thy 
servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.

2 Timothy 3:14-17 14  But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and 
hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 15  And that from a 
child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16  All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: 17  That the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works. 

2 Peter 1:20-21 20  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any 
private interpretation. 21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of 
man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

Colossians 1:25-29 25  Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of 
God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; 26  Even the mystery which 
hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: 27  To 
whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 28  Whom we 
preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: 29  Whereunto I also labour, striving 
according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.

The bishop will acknowledge that the purpose of the word of God is to reveal Jesus Christ through the 
Gospel message (converting the soul), to develop the child of God (making wise the simple), to 
encourage the church (rejoicing the heart), to deepen the understanding of God (enlightening the 
eyes).
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By sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers:

2 Timothy 4:2-5  2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3  For the time will come when they 
will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears; 4  And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and 
shall be turned unto fables. 5  But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work 
of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

Ephesians 4:11-16 11  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12  For the perfecting of the saints, for 
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13  Till we all come in the unity 
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14  That we henceforth be no more children, tossed 
to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, 
and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15  But speaking the 
truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 16  
From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of 
the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

Hebrews 4:12  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

The bishop uses the sword of the Spirit, the word of God, for the protection of the flock of God, from 
those within and those without.


