
The Life of David (24): David's Transgression          Hymns 69, The Gospel Song, 400 

 

In coming to chapter 11, we come to the darkest chapter in David's life. A chapter that we could wish to skip 

over. And yet, it's a chapter that records his sin for all to see. Thus, the question I want to answer by way of 

introduction is – why is the account of David's great transgression recorded in the pages of Holy Scripture for 

all to consider (let me suggest five reasons)? 

 

First, to remind us, David is not Christ. This is the first and most important reason Scripture includes the sins of 

saints. While we must imitate them, we must not place our hope in any of them. While David is a wonderful 

type of Christ, he was not Christ.  

 

Secondly, to warn us, we are all very weak. If mighty king David can fall into terribly and gross sin, then who 

are we in comparison. Within the best of us, there remains the flesh, that remaining principle of evil. AWP—

"This inspired record is to be regarded as a divine beacon, warning us of the rocks upon which David's life was 

wrecked; as a danger signal, bidding us be on our guard, least we, through unwatchfulness, experience a similar 

calamity."  

 

Thirdly, to instruct us, on how to avoid sin. In other words, Scripture records the sins of saints, to teach us how 

to avoid sin. It teaches us what not to do, and by inference, what we should do when faced with similar tempta-

tions. Rom.15:4—"For whatever things were written before were written for our instruction." 

 

Fourthly, to encourage us, we are not alone. Brethren, it's so easy to think that we are the only person who keeps 

struggling with sin. We are not! All Christians, even the best Christians, even the most well-known Christians, 

struggle with sin.  

 

Fifthly, to motivate us, when we repent, we too will be forgiven. Just as David sinned greatly, he repented 

greatly, and he was forgiven greatly. I suggest this is another reason Scripture records the sins of saints. Saints 

who've sinned greatly and repented, will be restored and used for the glory of God. Humbled yes, but neverthe-

less restored.  

 

Thus, my intention is rather straightforward—I first want to survey the chapter under three main-headings, and 

then summarize the teaching of the chapter with three broad observations.  

 

I.   David Commits Sin (vv1-5) 

II.  David Covers His Sin (vv6-13)  

III. David Intensifies His Sin (vv14-27) 

IV. Three Practical Observations  

 

I.   David Commits Sin (vv1-5) 

 

1. Chapter 11 obviously follows chapter 10, which recounts David's war with the Ammonites and with the 

Syrians. 

2. We are told in v1, the events of the 11th chapter take place "in the spring of the year" that is, the year after 

the events of chapter 10. 

3. Rabbah was the royal city of the Ammonites, and we read that David sent Joab, his servants, and all Israel 

to destroy the people of Ammon and besiege the city. 

4. And then the author provides us with a very important piece of information—"But David remained at Jeru-

salem." 

5. Now, you must know that it was the common practice in olden days, for kings to accompany their troops to 

war. 

6. They may or may not actually fight in the war, but their presence was a sign of oneness and unity with the 

people.  

7. And yet, for whatever reason, David opted to remain in Jerusalem, and not accompany his troops into the 

battle.  
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8. V2—"Then it happened one evening that David arose from his bed and walked on the roof of the king's 

house. And from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful to behold." 

9. Here we find the beginning of David's downfall—he sees from his rooftop a woman bathing who was very 

beautiful. 

10. As we shall soon see, because Uriah held an elevated position in the army, it's likely he and Bathsheba lived 

close to the palace. 

11. Thus, David inquired about the woman, and was informed she was Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the 

wife of Uriah the Hittite. 

12. V4—"Then David sent messengers, and took her; and she came to him, and he lay with her...and she returned 

to her house." 

13. Now with regards to Bathsheba's part in this transgression, there is simply no evidence she was at fault in 

bathing.  

14. Whether it was a private or public bath, there's no evidence in the narrative, that she was not properly cov-

ered.  

15. But, when we come to v4, there's simply no way to excuse Bathsheba, for what she allowed to happen was 

sin. 

16. Yes, we can be sympathetic to her situation, the king had summoned her, but she was not forced to do 

anything.    

17. But Scripture doesn't say anything about her sin, and that for several reasons—first, this account is about 

David, not Bathsheba. 

18. Secondly, while Bathsheba did sin with David, David's sin was more heinous as he was the initiator of the 

crime.  

19. In fact, that David was the king aggravates his behavior all the more, because it was his job to protect not 

exploit his people.  

20. V5—"And the woman conceived; so she sent and told David, and said, 'I am with child'"—after she realized 

she was with child she informed David. 

21. Thus, it seems very likely, that Bathsheba informed David of her conception, out of fear for her name and 

life. 

22. If you remember, her husband is away fighting for king and country, and so everyone would soon know her 

secret. 

23. Shame would come upon her and possibly worse, as it was commanded by law, that adultery be punished 

by death. 

24. And so, she sends word to David in order to find protection from the inevitable shame and possible death 

sentence.  

 

II.  David Covers His Sin (vv6-13)  

 

1. Verses 6-13 describe David's attempt to coverup his sin—there's a sense in which we can summarize v6 to 

the end of the chapter with the single word "desperation." 

2. David was desperate—he had sinned, and his sin brought consequences which David was now trying to 

cover. 

3. His plot was simple—he would return Bathsheba's husband from the battle and hope that would solve his 

problems. 

4. V6—"Then David sent to Joab, saying, 'Send me Uriah the Hittite.' And Joab sent Uriah to David"—David 

then sends Uriah to his house. 

5. V8—"And David said to Uriah, 'Go down to your house and wash your feet.' So Uriah departed from the 

king's house, and a gift of food from the king followed him." 

6. In other words, David sent Uriah to his house to spend time with his wife, but we find Uriah had other plans 

instead. 

7. V9—"But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down 

to his house." 

8. In other words, Uriah chose rather to sleep with David's servants, than to sleep in his own comfortable bed 

(house). 
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9. V11—"And Uriah said to David, 'The ark and Israel and Judah are dwelling in tents, and my lord Joab and 

the servants of my lord are encamped in the open fields. Shall I then go to my house to eat and drink, and to 

lie with my wife! As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do this thing.'" 

10. This brings David to modify his plans, and keep Uriah another night, this time he made Uriah drunk with 

wine. 

11. V13—"Now when David called him, he ate and drank before him; and he made him drunk. And at evening 

he went out to lie on his bed with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to this house." 

12. In other words, he again choses to spend the night with David's servants, than the comforts of his own house 

(bed). 

13. Now, at this point I want to digress for a few minutes and say a few brief words about this man, Uriah the 

Hittite. 

14. (1) We learn he was a Hittite and not a native Hebrew—the Hittites were a relatively friendly Canaanite 

nation. 

15. Thus, at some point, Uriah, as did many other Canaanite or Gentile men, attached himself to David and his 

kingdom. 

16. (2) We learn elsewhere he was one of David's mighty men—he was one of 30 commanders over groups of 

men. 

17. These 30 commanders oversaw groups of men that functioned like specialty forces—they were especially 

brave and strong.  

18. Thus, it's likely that Uriah risked his own life numerous times in fighting for and defending his king and 

country. 

19. (3) We learn that he was a man of integrity and deep devotion—he was not only a faithful soldier but a 

devout follower of Jehovah.  

20. Uriah refused to dwell in his house, while the ark and the soldiers of Israel and Judah all dwelled in tents in 

a field. 

21. It's like that the ark of the covenant was taken with the army and encamped, as it were, with the army in 

tents.  

22. The ark of the covenant was symbolic for God's presence, and it was common to carry the ark into battle 

(1Sam.4:4).  

23. Thus, there was a sense in which God Himself, symbolized in the ark, and the people of God, were all in 

tents. 

24. And thus, Uriah refused to sleep in the comfort of his home, while His God and the people of God, were in 

tents. 

25. Now, before I leave this second heading, let me point out the irony in this passage—the only truly pious 

person is Uriah the Hittite.  

26. David, a Hebrew of Hebrews and king of Israel, shows no integrity toward his loyal people or to the Lord 

of hosts.  

27. Whereas, Uriah the Hittite, shows integrity toward the king of Israel, the people of Israel, and the LORD of 

hosts (the only hero in this chapter, if there is one, is Uriah).   

 

III. David Intensifies His Sin (vv14-27) 

 

1. We now turn to the darkest part of this chapter (and possibly the darkest time of Davids' life)—since his 

original plot failed, David took his scheming to another level.  

2. He would kill Uriah by placing him in the most dangerous part of the battle, making it look like a casualty 

of war. 

3. V14—"In the morning it happened that David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah. And 

he wrote in the letter, saying, 'Set Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and retreat from him, that he 

may be struck down and die.'" 

4. Well, this is precisely what Joab does, and in v17 we read—"And some of the people of the servants of 

David fell; and Uriah the Hittite died also." 

5. From v18-25 we have the account of Joab sending news of Uriah's death to David, and David's response of 

to that death. 
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6. When telling David about the recent casualties of the battle, if he becomes angry the servant is to tell him 

that Uriah was among the dead. 

7. Vv22-23—"So the messenger went, and came and told David all that Joab had sent by him. And the mes-

senger said to David, 'Surely the men prevailed against us and came out to us in the field; then we drove 

them back as far as the entrance of the gate.'" 

8. V24—"The archers shot from the wall at your servants; and some of the king's servants are dead, and your 

servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also." 

9. David's response to the servant is found in v25—"Then David said to the messenger, 'Thus you shall say to 

Joab: 'Do not let this thing displease you, for the sword devours one as well as another. Strengthen you attack 

against the city, and overthrow it.' So encourage him.'" 

10. Literally, David tells the messenger to say to Joab—"Do not let this thing be evil in your eyes" by which 

"thing" he meant what happened to Uriah. 

11. While the messenger would have merely thought David was talking about the defeat, Joab would have 

known exactly what David meant. 

12. In other words, David was in essence saying to Joab—"Don't let what we've done to Uriah be a big thing to 

you." 

13. "Look, people die in battle all the time. What's the difference if we placed Uriah in a more likely position to 

die?" 

14. Brethren, it's really something else to see how far David goes to cover up his sin with Bathsheba! Lies, 

deceit, and murder!  

15. Verses 26-27 recount Bathsheba's response to the news, v26—"When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her 

husband was dead, she mourned for her husband." 

16. V27—"And when her mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she because his wife 

and bore him a son." 

17. Now, there have been some who've given Bathsheba a heart time for this. Why would she agree to marry 

David? 

18. Well, put yourself in her shoes! She is recently widowed. She is with child by the king who desires to marry 

her. 

19. The chapter ends on a very sober note—"But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD"—literally, 

"the thing David did was evil in the sight of the LORD." 

20. It's the same Hebrew construction of v25—David told Joab not to let what they did to be evil in his eyes (so 

as to be displeased). 

21. Now we learn that what they did was evil in the sight of the LORD (so as to displease Him)—there's an 

evident contrast. 

22. Basically what we have is this—David told Joab, "Don't let what we did both you" and yet "what they did 

bothered God." 

23. God was displeased at what David did! Notice, nothing is said about Bathsheba or even Joab, but "that what 

David had done." 

24. In other words, while few people what David did, God knew! Now the tragedy is this—at this point David 

didn't care that God knew.  

25. And we know this, because as we will find out in the next chapter, did is anything by penitent for the next 9 

months. 

26. But, as we will see in chapter 12, God will send His prophet Nathan to confront David, and David will 

repent! 

 

IV. Practical Observations  

 

1. Here I want to suggest three of the most evident observations, taken from David's great transgression with 

Bathsheba.   

2. Remember what I said in the introduction—one reason why God's records such sins, is to teach us how to 

avoid them.  

3. In other words—we find within this chapter various truths that will aid us in our fight with temptation and 

sin.  
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4. (1) The danger of idleness—I suggest it's nearly impossible to overstate the importance of this first obser-

vation.   

5. Perhaps I can put it this way—the garden that David's sin with Bathsheba grew in, was the garden of slothful 

idleness. 

6. By "idleness" is mean "inactivity"—failure to have our hands busy with the specific responsibilities to us by 

God.  

7. No don't get me wrong—we all need a break and lawful leisure and relaxation are not sinful but everyway 

needed. 

8. But here I'm talking about a slothful idleness that leaves us unnecessarily open to the fiery darts of our 

enemy. 

9. Most of us have heard the old saying "Idle hands are the Devi's workshop"— idle hands usually work for 

Satan. 

10. And so, what is the opposite, the remedy for idleness, but diligence—thus, we must be diligent in obedience, 

watchfulness, and prayerfulness.    

11. (a) We must be diligent in obedience—we must remain in the path of duty—it's usually when we veer from 

this that temptations intensify.  

12. In fact, I will go so far to suggest, when Christians commit gross sin, they've already turned from the path 

of duty. 

13. In other words, rarely (if ever) does a Christian commit gross sin while humbly walking in the path of 

obedience. 

14. A.W. Pink—"It is never a trifling matter to forsake the post of obligation, be that post that most tedious one. 

The fact is, we cannot count upon divine protection when we forsake the path of duty." 

15. Richard Phillips—"One of the best ways for us to guard against the temptation to sin is to keep busy in the 

work to which God has called us. Our lives should be devoted to faithfulness in all our callings, committing 

ourselves to the blessing of others and useful service to the Lord, in this way making ourselves unavailable 

for the devil's advances."    

16. (b) We must be diligent in watchfulness—David was not only idle in that he failed to go to war, but he failed 

to be watchful. 

17. Thus, Christians must always be watchful—there will never come a time when Christians can let their guards 

down.  

18. Neglect of this, has ruined what was otherwise a life of faithfulness to Christ—they let up their guard when 

they get older. 

19. They watch, pray, and fight for years and even decades, but then they become slothful and idle and a target 

of Satan's darts. 

20. No my friend! Christians, even the best of Christians, even the most used Christians, have need to watch to 

the end. 

21. My friends, it's possible to say there wasn't a greater Christian in the whole of the OT—a man after God's 

own heart! 

22. And yet, how do we behold him in this chapter? As an adulterous, lying, and murderous man! A man that 

not only committed a great sin but great SINS!  

23. My friends, if we ever think that we are somehow above this, then we've taken the first step in committing 

it.  

24. Remember, at this point David was likely in his 50s—he was older and had been walking with God a long 

time. 

25. (c) We must be diligent in prayerfulness—while there's no indication that David was idle with regards to 

spiritual disciplines, I find it highly unlikely that David went up on his roof to pray and meditate.    

26. Our Savior exhorted His disciples to "watch and pray" and He taught us to pray—"lead us not into temptation 

(pray He would providentially keep us from such temptations and strengthen us when we face them)." 

27. AWP—"Unless God is pleased to sovereignty interpose, unwatchfulness on the part of the believer is certain 

to issue in consequences highly dishonoring to the Lord and fearfully injurious to himself." 

28. (2) The birth of transgression—I was almost hesitant to use the term "birth" in this regard, given the fact that 

births are beautiful things (this is true both with regards to physical and spiritual births). 
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29. But there is a birth that is not beautiful and is in fact very ugly, and that's the birth of sin (iniquity or trans-

gression). 

30. In fact, within David's transgression with Bathsheba, there are three usual steps that give way to the birth of 

sin (sight, lust, and action). 

31. (a) Sight—for the most part, temptations enter the heart through various gates, most prominent is the eye 

gate.  

32. V2—"And from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful to behold"—the 

temptation came through the eye gate.  

33. (b) Lust—by "lust" is meant "desire"—after a temptation enters the heart through the eye gate, it stirs the 

heart.   

34. V3—"SO David sent and inquired about the woman"—that means, David kept thinking about the woman 

he saw.  

35. John Calvin—"By asking about her, David was nourishing this wicked desire which had come to him, in-

stead of resisting it, as he should have done." 

36. (c) Action—this of course is the final step in the birthing process of sin—first sight, then lust, and finally 

action. 

37. V4—"Then David sent messengers, and took her; and she came to him, and he lay with her"—this is how 

sin is fully born. 

38. Gen.3:6—"So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a 

tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate." 

39. Jas.1:14-16—"But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when 

desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin when it is full-grown, brings forth death. Do not be de-

ceived, my beloved brethren." 

40. Here we learn the ultimate cause of temptation, our own desires (lusts)—"when he is drawn away by his 

own desires and enticed." 

41. Regardless if the temptation originated on the outside, all Satan and the world can do is tempt us into tempt-

ing ourselves.  

42. (3) The snowballing effects of sin—this is another obvious observation—one sin often gives way to other 

sins. 

43. In this case—the sin of adultery led to lying and murder—one sin snowballs into other sins often more 

serious. 

44. But additional to this—one sin not only leads to other sins, but it leads to further harm and destruction upon 

others.  

45. Look at how David's sin negatively impacted others—it widowed Bathsheba, killed Uriah, and implicated 

Joab (dear brethren, think of the shame and pain such a sin would bring to so many around us).     

46. Prov.28:13—"He who covers his sins will not prosper, but whoever confesses and forsakes them will have 

mercy." 

47. David will eventually find mercy, because David will eventually confess and forsake his sin—but this is not 

the way he responds at first. 

48. At first, he sought to cover his sins, and my dear friends, as we shall find out next week, when he did so, he 

did not prosper.  

49. Thus, in closing, let me apply this principle to the two types of people present here this morning—saints and 

sinners. 

50. (a) Saints—here I am thinking of Christian people like David, who have committed sins that they're covering 

up. 

51. Dear brother or sister, the LORD has seen your sin—confess and forsake it to Him—it will keep you from 

prospering 

52. (b) Sinners—here I am thinking of people, who have sought to cover up and hide their sins from God all 

their lives.   

53. Again, I say to you, God sees and knows, and yet, here's the good news, he has sent me to you to tell you 

what to do. 

54. Confess them and forsake them! Acknowledge that you are a sinner and run from them to Christ in whom 

you find salvation.  


