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Worship in Spirit and in Truth – Psalm 150 (Part 2) 

 

Part one: Psalm 150:1-5 – Worship must be God-centered. 

● The definition of worship (ascribing to God the worth due His name) 

● The location of worship (from building to body) 

● The motivation for worship (who and what God is) 

● The expression of worship (musical instrumentation and movement) 

 

Part two: Psalm 150:6 – Worship should be others-oriented.  

● The invitation to worship (global; congregational) 

● The variety God intended in worship (Psalm 150 and a look into the NT) 

 

 

I. Worship must be God-centered. (Psalm 150:1-2) 

A. The definition of worship 

 

Praise the LORD!  
● The song is bookended with a call to praise. (1 and 6) 

● Connected with Psalm 146-149 in conclusion to book five of Psalms and the entire 

collection of 5 books 

● Praise the Lord (Hallelulah)  

o A combination of the words “Hillel” (song of praise) and “Ya” (Yahweh) 

▪ Ya = short for Yahweh, the personal God who makes and keeps promises to 

His chosen people 

o Piel (imperative): be boastful; shout with joy 

▪ In Ethiopia the women on occasions of public rejoicing are accustomed to 

repeat the sounds ellellell-ellellell! (Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon to the 

OT) 

 

In the Hebrew Bible hallelujah is actually a two-word phrase, not one word. ... However, 
"hallelujah" means more than simply "praise Jah" or "praise Yah", as the word hallel in 
Hebrew means a joyous praise in song, to boast in God. Hallel could also refer to someone 
who acts madly or foolishly. 

● Praise God 

o A combination of the words “Hillel” (song of praise) and “El” 

▪ El = strong, mighty, the high god El 

 
General Definition of Worship  1

 
● Worship is essentially ascribing to God the glory he deserves. “Give unto the Lord the glory due to His 

name; Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.” (Psalm 29:2) 
 

● Worship is active; it demands personal engagement. 
 

● Worship is God-centered; it exalts God in his three persons and manifold perfections. 
 

1 Christ-Centered Worship by Bryan Chapell 



● Worship is gospel-saturated; it celebrates the good news of redemption through the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus. 

 
Contextual Definitions of Worship  2

 
Worship has several different but related contexts: 
 

● All-of-life worship: is ascribing to God the glory he deserves through a life of consecration to him 
(Romans 12:1; I Corinthians 10:31). 

 
● Private worship: is ascribing to God the glory he deserves through secret communion with him 

(Matthew 6:6). 
 

● Corporate worship: is ascribing to God the glory he deserves with other believers on Sunday through the 
means he has ordained (Revelation 15:3-4). 

 
● During the week we worship God in whatever we do, but our worship climaxes when we gather as a 

church on Sunday. On that day, we enjoy specific elements of worship that are unique to the corporate 
setting.  

 

B. The location of worship 

Praise God in his sanctuary; 

    praise him in his mighty heavens![a] 
 

● Sanctuary (qāds) apartness, sacredness 

o The word is used in the bible to refer to the holy tabernacle (Ex. 28:43; 

29:30; 35:19; 39:1), the temple (Ps. 20:3; Dan. 8:14), or a specific room 

within the temple “qodesh-quodeshim” (the holy of holies) (Lev. 21:22; 2 

Chron. 31:14; Ezekiel 42:13; 44:13) 

● His mighty heavens 

o Mighty – (ŭz’) strength, might, power; splendor; fortification 

o Heavens - Raquia – the beaten metal plate, or bow; firmament, the firm 

vault of heaven 

o Hebrew expanse (compare Genesis 1:6–8)  
▪ An area of atmospheric space, either relatively close to the ground or 

in the upper limit of the sky and heavens 

▪ Note: thought to the modern mind the expanse of the sky is a void of 

empty space, it is perceived as a “solid” space (hence firmament) and 

is so a kind of base to hold up highly heavenly objects such as water 

or a throne. (Dictionary of Biblical Languages: Hebrew) 

 

2 Chronicles 2:4-6 
4 Behold, I am about to build a house for the name of the LORD my God and dedicate it to 

him for the burning of incense of sweet spices before him, and for the regular 

arrangement of the showbread, and for burnt offerings morning and evening, on the 

Sabbaths and the new moons and the appointed feasts of the LORD our God, as ordained 

forever for Israel. 5 The house that I am to build will be great, for our God is greater than 

all gods. 6 But who is able to build him a house, since heaven, even highest heaven, 

2 Ibid 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+150&version=ESV#fen-ESV-16396a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gen.1.6-Gen.1.8&version=ESV


cannot contain him? Who am I to build a house for him, except as a place to make 

offerings before him?  

 

2 Chronicles 6:18 
18 “But will God indeed dwell with man on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest 

heaven cannot contain you, how much less this house that I have built! 

The discussion in John 4 between the woman at the well and Jesus regarding the 

LOCATION of worship.  

John 4:19-24 

19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet.20 Our fathers worshiped 

on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to 

worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on 

this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do 

not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews.23 But the hour is 

coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 

and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those 

who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”  

GOD HAS NEVER BEEN LIMITED TO ONE SET LOCATION.  BECAUSE OF THE CROSS AND 

THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION, HE NOW DWELLS WITHIN EACH BELIEVER. (One 

of the many motivating factors for gathering together as a BODY OF BELIEVERS is that 

Jesus Christ dwells in each of us individually and manifests His will through all of us 

corporately!) 

2 Corinthians 13:5 

5 Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not 

realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet 

the test! 

8 verses that reveal Christ is in us  3

1. “But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is life because of 
righteousness.”—Romans 8:10 

2. “Because the God who said, Out of darkness light shall shine, is the One who shined in our hearts to 
illuminate the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels that the excellency of the power may be of God and not out of us.”—2 Corinthians 4:6-7 

3. “But when it pleased God…to reveal His Son in me.”—Galatians 1:15-16 

4. “I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me.”—Galatians 2:20 

5. “My children, with whom I travail again in birth until Christ is formed in you.”—Galatians 4:19 

6. “That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith.”—Ephesians 3:17 

7. “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”—Colossians 1:27 

8. “When He comes to be glorified in His saints and to be marveled at in all those who have believed.”—2 
Thessalonians 1:10 

3 https://blog.biblesforamerica.org/8-verses-showing-jesus-lives/ 

https://blog.biblesforamerica.org/8-verses-showing-jesus-lives/


 

C. The motivation for worship 
2 Praise him for his mighty deeds; 

    praise him according to his excellent greatness! 

 

● For his mighty deeds (WHAT HE DOES) 

o fortitude, military virtue (Is. 36:5) 

▪ Delivering the nation of Israel out of Egypt (Ex. 4-15) 

▪ Delivering David from Goliath (I Sam. 17) 

▪ Delivering Hezekiah from Sennacherib (2 Chron. 32)  

 

How have you seen God at work around you?  Can you list of the mighty deeds 

of God in your life over the past year? 

 

● According to his excellent greatness (WHO HE IS) 

o Excellent (rōb) quantity, wealth, abundance; pleantiful 

o Greatness(gōdel) magnitude, magnificence, bravdo 

▪ Attributes of God 

▪ The Westminster Shorter Catechism's definition of God is merely an enumeration 
of his attributes: "God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in his being, 
wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth." 

● God Is Infinite – He is Self-Existing, Without Origin 

● God Is Immutable – He Never Changes 

● God Is Self-Sufficient – He Has No Needs 

● God is Omnipotent – He Is All Powerful 
● God Is Omniscient – He Is All-Knowing 

● God Is Omnipresent – He Is Always Everywhere 

● God Is Wise – He Is Full of Perfect, Unchanging Wisdom 

● God Is Faithful – He Is Infinitely, Unchangingly True 

● God Is Good – He Is Infinitely, Unchangingly Kind and Full of Good Will 
● God Is Just – He Is Infinitely, Unchangeably Right and Perfect in All He 

Does 

● God Is Merciful – He is Infinitely, Unchangeably Compassionate and Kind 

● God Is Gracious – God Is Infinitely Inclined to Spare the Guilty 
● God Is Loving – God Infinitely, Unchangingly Loves Us 

● God Is Holy – He is Infinitely, Unchangingly Perfect 
● God Is Glorious – He is Infinitely Beautiful and Great 

 

1. God Is Infinite – He is Self-Existing, Without Origin  4

"And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together." - Colossians 1:17 

“Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is beyond measure” – Psalm 147:5 

The fact that God is self-existent -- that he was created by nothing and has always existed forever -- is 
perhaps one of the hardest attributes of God for the believer to understand. In our limitedness, grasping 

4 
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/15-amazing-attributes-of-god-what-they-mean-and-why-they-matter.
html 
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http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+147:5
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https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/15-amazing-attributes-of-god-what-they-mean-and-why-they-matter.html


the nature of our limit-less God is like holding onto water as it rages down a river. Indeed, Tozer writes 
this about the confusing, head-spinning attribute of God’s infinity: 

‘To admit that there is One who lies beyond us, who exists outside of all our categories, who will not be 
dismissed with a name, who will not appear before the bar of our reason, nor submit to our curious 
inquiries: this requires a great deal of humility, more than most of us possess, so we save face by thinking 
God down to our level, or at least down to where we can manage Him.” 

2. God Is Immutable – He Never Changes 
“I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed.” Malachi 3:6 

God does not change. Who he is never changes. His attributes are the same from before the beginning of 
time into eternity. His character never changes – he never gets “better” or “worse.” His plans do not 
change. His promises do not change. 

This ought to be a source of incredible joy for believers. Sam Storms writes this about the good news of 
God’s unchanging nature: “What all this means, very simply, is that God is dependable! Our trust in him is 
therefore a confident trust, for we know that he will not, indeed cannot, change. His purposes are 
unfailing, his promises unassailable. It is because the God who promised us eternal life is immutable that 
we may rest assured that nothing, not trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or 
danger or sword shall separate us from the love of Christ. It is because Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever that neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, not even 
powers, height, depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 8:35-39)!” 

 

3. God Is Self-Sufficient – He Has No Needs 
“For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself.” – John 5:26 

As limited humans, we have incredible needs, which left unfulfilled, result in death. God, however, has 
never once been in need of anything.  As Tim Temple writes, “God is perfectly complete within his own 
being.” 

In a blog post on Reformation21.org, Scott Swain writes that the self-sufficiency of God means he 
“possesses infinite riches of being, wisdom, goodness, and power in and of himself (Gen 17:1; John 
5:26; Eph 3:16). Because he possesses these unfathomable riches in the perfect knowledge and love of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matt 11.25-27; John 17:24-26), God is the "blessed" or "happy" God (1 Tim 
1.11; 6:15).”  

Because God is self-sufficient, we can go to him to satisfy all our needs. We never have to worry about 
“drying up” his never-ending well of goodness, peace, mercy and grace. “Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us…” 
(Ephesians 3:20) 

 

4. God is Omnipotent – He Is All Powerful 
“By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth.” – Psalm 
33:6 

“Can you fathom the mysteries of God? Can you probe the limits of the Almighty? They are higher than the 
heavens above—what can you do? They are deeper than the depths below—what can you know? Their 
measure is longer than the earth and wider than the sea. If he comes along and confines you in prison and 
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convenes a court, who can oppose him? Surely he recognizes deceivers; and when he sees evil, does he 
not take note?” – Job 11:7-11 

Omnipotent means to have unlimited power (omni = all; potent = powerful). God is able and powerful to do 
anything he wills without any effort on his part. 

It’s important to note the “anything he wills” part of that statement, because God cannot do anything that 
is contradictory or contrary to his nature. Hebrews 6:18 puts it like this: “God did this so that, by two 
unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope set 
before us may be greatly encouraged.” 

In his devotional Forward, Ron Moore puts it like this: “God's attribute of omnipotence means that God is 
able to do all that He desires to do. When He plans something, it will come to be. If He purposes 
something, it will happen. Nothing can prevent His plan. When His hand is stretched out to do something, 
no one can turn it back. Omnipotence comes from two Latin words. Omni means "all," and potens means 
"powerful." God's decisions are always in line with His character, and He has all the power to do whatever 
He decides to do.” 

“Scripture is clear that God is strong and mighty (Psalm 24:8). Nothing is too hard for Him to 
accomplish (Genesis 18:14; Jeremiah 32:17, 27; Luke 1:37). Often God is called "Almighty," describing 
Him as the One who possesses all power and authority (2 Corinthians 6:18; Revelation 1:8). In fact, Paul 
says that God is "able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine" (Ephesians 3:20).” 

“Although such power might seem frightful, remember that God is good. He can do anything according to 
His infinite ability, but will do only those things that are consistent with Himself. That’s why He can’t lie, 
tolerate sin, or save impenitent sinners.” – John MacArthur 

 

5. God Is Omniscient – He Is All-Knowing 
“Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is 
none like me. I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. I say: 
My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please” - Isaiah 46:9-10 

God is omniscient, which means he knows everything. Debbie McDaniel writes this about the omniscience 
of God, “He can be everywhere, at the same time. And He never sleeps or slumbers, He's aware every 
moment of every day, exactly what we're up against. He knows our way, and is with us always. There's no 
place on this earth we can go that He doesn't see and know of.” 

Tozer writes this about God’s omniscience: “God perfectly knows Himself and, being the source and 
author of all things, it follows that He knows all that can be known. And this He knows instantly and with a 
fullness of perfection that includes every possible item of knowledge concerning everything that exists or 
could have existed anywhere in the universe at any time in the past or that may exist in the centuries or 
ages yet unborn.” 

Because God is all-knowing, we can trust that he knows everything we’re going through today and 
everything we will go through tomorrow. When we meditate on this truth, especially in light of his other 
attributes of goodness and love, it makes it easier to trust him with all we have going on in our lives, from 
the very serious to the silly and mundane. 

 

6. God Is Omnipresent – He Is Always Everywhere 
“Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend to heaven, You are 
there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there. If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the 
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remotest part of the sea, even there Your hand will lead me, And Your right hand will lay hold of 
me.” Psalm 139:7-10 

“‘Am I a God at hand,’ declares the Lord, ‘and not a God afar off? Can a man hide himself in secret places 
so that I cannot see him?’ declares the Lord. ‘Do I not fill heaven and earth?’ declares the Lord” - Jeremiah 
23:23-24 

To be omnipresent is to be in all places, at all times. Yet, it is important to understand that for God “to be” 
in a place is not the same way we are in a place. “God’s being is all together different from physical 
matter,” the website Ligonier.org explains. “He exists on a plane wholly distinguishable from the one 
readily available to the five senses.” 

Nevertheless, he is with us, the fullness of his presence is all around us. “Where shall I go from your Spirit? 
Or where shall I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, 
you are there! If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there 
your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me.” The psalmist proclaims God’s omnipresence 
in Psalm 137. 

This ought to bring deep comfort to Christians who struggle with loneliness and deep sorrow. In a very 
real way, God is always near us, “closer than our thoughts,” writes Tozer. “The knowledge that we are 
never alone calms the troubled sea of our lives and speaks peace to our soul.” 

 

7. God Is Wise – He Is Full of Perfect, Unchanging Wisdom 
“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments and unfathomable His ways!” – Romans 11:33 

Wisdom is more than just head knowledge and intelligence. A truly wise person is someone who 
understands all the facts and makes the best decisions. A wise person uses his heart, soul and mind 
together with skill and competence. But even the wisest man on earth would never come close to being as 
wise as God. 

God is infinitely wise, consistently wise, perfectly wise. Tozer writes, “Wisdom, among other things, is the 
ability to devise perfect ends and to achieve those ends by the most perfect means. It sees the end from 
the beginning, so there can be no need to guess or conjecture. Wisdom sees everything in focus, each in 
proper relation to all, and is thus able to work toward predestined goals with flawless precision.” 

Indeed, when we see wisdom like this, we realize just how much our limited, finite wisdom compares with 
the limitless, infinite wisdom of God. And how comforting and wonderful this is for man to dwell on! The 
fact that God can never be more wise means he is always doing the wisest thing in our lives. No plan we 
could make for our lives could be better than the plan he has already crafted and is carrying out for us. We 
might not understand his ways today, but we can trust that because God is infinitely wise, he truly is 
working all things out in the best possible way. 

 

8. God Is Faithful – He Is Infinitely, Unchangingly True 
"Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a 
thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands." - Deut 7:9 

“[I]f we are faithless, he remains faithful— for he cannot deny himself.” 2 Timothy 2:13 

As with all of God’s attributes, they are not separate, isolated traits but interconnected parts of his perfect 
whole being. So his faithfulness cannot be understood apart from his immutability, the fact that he never 
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changes. So when we read that God remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself, we see these his 
attributes working together. The fact that he is unchanging means he can never not be faithful. 

A. W. Pink writes this about God’s faithfulness: “God is true. His Word of Promise is sure. In all His 
relations with His people God is faithful. He may be safely relied upon. No one ever yet really trusted Him 
in vain. We find this precious truth expressed almost everywhere in the Scriptures, for His people need to 
know that faithfulness is an essential part of the Divine character. This is the basis of our confidence in 
Him.” 

The fact that God is infinitely, unchangingly faithful means that he never forgets anything, never fails to do 
anything he has set out to do, never changes his mind or takes back a promise. And his faithfulness pours 
out from his love, so we can trust Paul’s word that “in all things God works for the good of those who love 
him.” 

Of course, we don’t always understand or see how his plan is faithful. In our limited understanding and 
finite minds, God’s faithfulness might look a lot like abandonment. For how could a faithful God allow his 
children to suffer, to hurt, to die? But Christians can take comfort in these moments by remembering 
these attributes of God, for when we go through hard times, we know that God is nevertheless 
unchangingly faithful, good, always with us and wise. Faithfully trusting in who God says he is a great 
comfort. “For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know 
fully, even as I have been fully known.” 1 Corinthians 13:12 

 

9. God Is Good – He Is Infinitely, Unchangingly Kind and Full of Good Will 
“O, taste and see that the Lord is good” – Psalm 34:8 

According to Tozer, the goodness of God “disposes Him to be kind, cordial, benevolent, and full of good 
will toward men. He is tenderhearted and of quick sympathy, and His unfailing attitude toward all moral 
beings is open, frank, and friendly. By His nature He is inclined to bestow blessedness and He takes holy 
pleasure in the happiness of His people.” 

Just like his other attributes, God’s goodness exists within his immutability, and infinite nature, so that he 
is unchangingly, always good. His mercy flows from his goodness. “In his goodness to us, we see that He 
has purposed to be good in a special way to his people”(Ligonier.com). 

As with God’s other perfect attributes, Christians find it easier to affirm the goodness of God when things 
are going well. When life takes a nosedive, though, that’s when we begin to question God’s goodness to 
and for us. 

When the Psalmist writes “O, taste and see that the Lord is good,” (Psalm 34) he is inviting us not just to 
believe that God is good but to experience God’s goodness. And, interestingly, as Desiring God writer 
Andrew Wilson notes in his article on the subject of God’s goodness, “the psalmist affirms his experience 
of God’s goodness from a place of suffering. In verse 19, he makes the remarkable announcement, “Many 
are the afflictions of the righteous.” Even with a good God, who is sovereign over everything and has the 
power to do whatever he likes, good people still suffer. His punchline, though, comes in the next phrase: 
“but Yahweh delivers him out of them all.” Evil happens, but “none of those who take refuge in him will be 
condemned” (34:22). 
Image Credit: ©Thinkstock 

 

10. God Is Just – He Is Infinitely, Unchangeably Right and Perfect in All He Does 
"The Rock! His work is perfect, For all His ways are just; A God of faithfulness and without injustice, 
Righteous and upright is He.” – Duet 32:4 
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What does it mean that God is just? It means more than he is simply fair.  It means he always does what is 
right and good toward all men. Likewise, although this is hard for many to accept, his sentencing of evil, 
unrepentant sinners to hell is also right and good.  

A natural question that arises from this is, how then can a just God justify the unjust (as each of us are 
without Christ!)? Tozer answers this by reminding us that we find the answer through the Christian 
doctrine of justification and redemption. “Through the work of Christ in atonement, justice is not violated 
but satisfied when God spares a sinner.” His mercy is does not forbid him to exercise his justice, nor does 
his justice forbid him to exercise his mercy. He is both fully merciful and fully just.   

In light of God’s other attributes of goodness, mercy, love and grace, there are some who might, in error, 
say that God is too kind to punish the ungodly. But to believe this means we dull the reality of his infinite, 
unchanging justice. God will have justice for sin, either from Christ’s atoning death or, for those who will 
not accept it, eternal wrath in hell. 

“Let’s assume that all men are guilty of sin in the sight of God. From the mass of humanity, God 
sovereignly decides to give mercy to some of them. What do the rest get? They get justice. The saved get 
mercy and the unsaved get justice. Nobody gets injustice” - R. C. Sproul 

  

11. God Is Merciful – He is Infinitely, Unchangeably Compassionate and Kind 
“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” So 
then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy." - Romans 
9:15-16 

As noted above, God’s mercy is inseparable from his justness. He is infinitely, unchangeably, unfailingly 
merciful – forgiving, lovingly kind toward us. He is inexhaustibly, actively compassionate. His mercy is 
also undeserved by us. Spurgeon writes that, “It is undeserved mercy, as indeed all true mercy must be, for 
deserved mercy is only a misnomer for justice. There was no right on the sinner's part, to the saving mercy 
of the Most High God. Had the rebel been doomed at once to eternal fire — he would have justly merited 
the doom; and if delivered from wrath, sovereign love alone has found a cause, for there was none in the 
sinner himself. “ 

Without the mercy of God, we would have no hope of heaven. Because of our disobedient hearts, we 
deserve death. “For all have sinned and fall short glory of God,” and, “the wages of sin is death.” But 
because of mercy, we don’t get what we deserve. Instead, because of the mercy of God, we get life 
through faith in Christ. 

Tozer writes this about the mercy of God. “As judgment is God’s justice confronting moral inequity, so 
mercy is the goodness of God confronting human suffering and guilt. Were there no guilt in the world, no 
pain and no tears, God would yet be infinitely merciful; but His mercy might well remain hidden in His 
heart, unknown to the created universe. No voice would be raised to celebrate the mercy of which none 
felt the need. It is human misery and sin that call forth the divine mercy.” 

 

12. God Is Gracious – God Is Infinitely Inclined to Spare the Guilty 
"The LORD is gracious and merciful; Slow to anger and great in lovingkindness." – Psalm 145:8 

If mercy is not getting what we do deserve (damnation), grace is getting what we don’t deserve (eternal 
life). “As mercy is God’s goodness confronting human misery and guilt,” Tozer writes, “so grace is His 
goodness directed toward human debt and demerit. It is by his grace that God imputes merit where none 
previously existed and declares no debt to be where one had been before.” 
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Because grace is a part of who God is and not just an action he bestows, it means we can trust that grace 
is eternal. His grace is something we do not earn or lose (“For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God…” Eph. 2:8). His grace is also sovereign. “I will 
be gracious to whom I will be gracious” (Exodus 33:19). 

When talking about the grace of God, theologians will often differentiate between God’s common grace 
and his saving grace. Christianity Today writer Patrick Mabilog writes this about the difference. “His 
common grace is a gift to all of mankind. It is the reason that everyone – Christian or non-Christian - 
enjoys the blessings of life, provision and abundance. Matthew 5:45 tells us, ‘For he makes his sun rise on 
the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.’” 

While all of humanity benefits from common grace, only those who profess believe and put their faith in 
Christ receive saving grace. This is what results in our sanctification and our glorification of God, that we 
might live for him and enjoy him for all eternity. 

 

13. God Is Loving – God Infinitely, Unchangingly Loves Us 
“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and 
knows God.  Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.” - 1 John 4:7-8 

Love. The word “staggers before its task of even describing the reality,” writes R.C. Sproul in his 
book, God’s Love. As with all attributes, we can only begin to comprehend God’s love in light of his other 
attributes. The love of God is eternal, sovereign, unchanging, and infinite. 

“It is a strange and beautiful eccentricity of the free God,” Tozer writes,  “that He has allowed His heart to 
be emotionally identified with men. Self-sufficient as He is, He wants our love and will not be satisfied till 
He gets it. Free as He is, He has let His heart be bound to us forever. God’s love is active, drawing us to 
himself. His love is personal. He doesn’t love humanity in some vague sense, he loves humans. He loves 
you and me. And his love for us knows no beginning and no end. 

 

14. God Is Holy – He is Infinitely, Unchangingly Perfect 
“Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord Almighty” – Revelation 4:8 

The word holy means sacred, set apart, revered, or devine. And yet none of those words is adequate to 
describe the awesome holiness of our God. John MacArthur writes this about God’s holiness: “Of all the 
attributes of God, holiness is the one that most uniquely describes Him and in reality is a summation of all 
His other attributes. The word holiness refers to His separateness, His otherness, the fact that He is unlike 
any other being. It indicates His complete and infinite perfection. Holiness is the attribute of God that 
binds all the others together.” 

That God is holy means he is endlessly, always perfect. And his standard for us is perfection as well. 
“Therefore you are to be perfect, as your Heavenly Father is perfect,” Jesus says in Matthew 5:48. That’s 
why we need Christ. Without Christ taking the place for us and dying for our sins, we would all fall short of 
God’s holy standard. Tozer says this about what God’s holiness demands: 

“Since God’s first concern for His universe is its moral health, that is, its holiness, whatever is contrary to 
this is necessarily under His eternal displeasure. To preserve His creation God must destroy whatever 
would destroy it. When He arises to put down iniquity and save the world from irreparable moral collapse, 
He is said to be angry. Every wrathful judgment in the history of the world has been a holy act of 
preservation. The holiness of God, the wrath of God, and the health of the creation are inseparably united. 
God’s wrath is His utter intolerance of whatever degrades and destroys.” 
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Thankfully, the Christian will never have to experience God’s holy wrath poured out. Through Christ’s death 
and resurrection, the penalty for our sins was paid and we were imputed (credited) with Christ’s 
righteousness. Now, when God looks on us, he sees Christ’s perfect holiness. Hallelujah! It is only in this 
that we can hope to stand in the presence of the blindingly pure, perfect, Holy One of Israel. 

 

15. God Is Glorious – He is Infinitely Beautiful and Great 
“His radiance is like the sunlight; He has rays flashing from His hand, And there is the hiding of His 
power.” - Habakkuk 3:4 

John Piper defines God’s glory like this: “The glory of God is the infinite beauty and greatness of God’s 
manifold perfections. The infinite beauty—and I am focusing on the manifestation of his character and his 
worth and his attributes — all of his perfections and greatness are beautiful as they are seen, and there are 
many of them. That is why I use the word manifold.” 

Ligonier.org writes this about the glory of God: “When we think of the glory of the Lord, the image of 
brilliant light often comes to our minds. That is certainly appropriate, as Scripture often describes the 
glory of God in terms of a light that shines brighter than anything that we experience on earth.” 

The glory of God is of course, inseparable from his other attributes, so God is eternally, infinitely, 
unchangingly glorious. His radiance and beauty emanate from all that his is and all that he does. Isaiah 
43:7 says that man was created by God for his glory. So our whole existence and purpose is to glorify him, 
as we are created in his image and do the good work he has prepared for us to do. Inevitably, man will try 
to find glory in other things, or to try and make himself an object of glory. And when those things fail to 
bring us satisfaction, we must decide to humble ourselves and turn our gaze back to the only one who is 
worthy of glory. 

 

D. The expressions of worship  
3 Praise him with trumpet sound; 

    praise him with lute and harp! 
4 Praise him with tambourine and dance; 
    praise him with strings and pipe! 
5 Praise him with sounding cymbals; 

    praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 

 

Musical instrumentation: 
The Bible contains a variety of musical instruments used by God’s people in worship (Psalm 150).  Examples 
include: 

● Stringed instruments (Psalm 144:9) 
● Reed instruments (I Samuel 10:5) 
● Percussive instruments (Exodus 15:20; 2 Samuel 6:5; I Chronicles 5:16) 
● Signaling instruments (Exodus 39:25; Numbers 10:1-2; Jeremiah 4:19) 
● Other instruments (Genesis 4:21 – pipe; Genesis 4:21 & Revelation 15:2 – harp) 

 
Movement: The Bible provides numerous examples of movement in response to worship that is expressed in 
spirit and truth (John 4:24). 

● Bowing your head – Genesis 24:2; Exodus 4:31 
● Lifting your hands – I Timothy 2:8; Psalm 63:4; 95:1-9; 141:2 
● Spreading out your hands – Psalm 143:6 
● Bowing your knee – 2 Chronicles 6:12-13; Ephesians 3:14; Isaiah 45:23; Philippians 2:9-10 
● Clapping your hands – Psalm 47:1 
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● Falling on your face before the Lord – Genesis 17:3-17 
● Dancing – 2 Samuel 6:14-20; Psalm 150:4 

 
Application:  

● Do you view worship as an event or a way of life? 

o How structured is your worship personally? 

o How focused is your worship congregationally? 

● Do you find comfort in the reality that your body is the temple of God and Christ 

dwells in you? 

● When was the last time you thanked God for who He is and what He has done? 

● How open are you to the use of a variety of musical instruments and the 

acceptance of a variety of appropriate movement among the congregation? 

 

 

 


