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Achievement #3 - At the moment of salvation, a believer is reconciled.

At the moment of salvation, a person is so completely changed in his status to the point that he is
forever reconciled to the Holy God forever.  All people are alienated from God, enemies of God, 
sinners against God and heading to the wrath of God.  In one moment the relationship is 
completely changed.  The relationship is instantly changed from hostility to harmony with God 
(II Cor. 5:17-19).  This is all part of the grace package.

Achievement #4 - At the moment of salvation, a believer is connected to God via propitiation.

All of the violated righteousness of God is appeased at the very moment of salvation.  When 
one believes in Jesus Christ, the sin problem of God’s violated holiness is resolved so God is 
appeased and also the wrath problem is resolved in that we do not experience it. 

Achievement #5 - At the moment of salvation, all sins of a believer are forgiven.

Not only were all sins forgiven at the moment of salvation, but also the person was freed from all
condemnation (Eph. 1:7; 4:32; Col. 1:14; 2:13; 3:13; Acts 13:39; I Cor. 6:9-11).  Although many 
believers and many churches do not realize this point, the Biblical truth is that when a person 
believes on Jesus Christ, he is forgiven of all condemnatory sin including past, present and 
future.  This is precisely why no condemnatory charge may ever be brought against one of God’s
elect (Rom. 8:33-34).

Dr. Chafer said, “None of the believer’s positions before God, when rightly apprehended, is 
more a blessing to the heart than the fact that all condemnation is removed forever, God for 
Christ’s sake having forgiven all trespasses” (Systematic Theology, Vol. 3, p. 239).

Achievement #6 - At the moment of salvation, a believer who is eternally united with Christ
                                  has new life.

Romans 6:1-10 and Colossians 2:12 inform us of a remarkable union that took place when we 
believed on Jesus Christ.  In the mind of God, we were literally co-crucified, we co-died, we 
were co-buried and we were co-resurrected with Jesus Christ.  Certainly no believer, at the 
moment of salvation, is aware of such a remarkable union that instantly occurs.  However, when 
one comes to faith in Jesus Christ, that union does instantly and really occur.

Achievement #7 - At the moment of salvation, a believer is freed from the law.

Until a person comes to faith in Jesus Christ, the O.T. law of God was tabulating a full mouth-
stopping sin and guilt chart against him (Rom. 3:19-20).  But when a person comes to faith in 
Christ, he is totally freed from any condemnation of the law of God (John 1:17; Rom. 6:14; 
II Cor. 3:6-13; Gal. 2:16).  Certainly no believer is aware of this at the moment of salvation.
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Achievement #8 - At the moment of salvation, a believer becomes a child of God.

John 1:12-13 makes it very clear that this wonderful classification is immediate when one 
receives Jesus Christ.  Dr. Chafer says, “To be born anew by the regenerating power of the 
Holy Spirit into a relationship in which God the First Person becomes a legitimate Father 
and the saved one becomes a legitimate child, is a position which is but dimly apprehended 
by any human being in this world” (Systematic Theology, Vol. 3, p. 241).

If you have ever tried to explain to a new Christian the fact that now he/she is a child of God, 
it quickly becomes apparent that the new believer does not even begin to grasp what has taken 
place.  But this certainly shows the amazing grace in salvation.

Achievement #9 - At the moment of salvation a believer is fully adopted.

Ephesians 1:4-5 really drives that point home.  As we pointed out, Divine adoption is much 
different than human adoption.  In human adoption one person is adopted to become a member 
of another family.  In Divine adoption, a child is already born into the family of God and is given
full adult status, thus giving him/her immediate access to all of the benefits and blessings of God 
the Father.  Every believer is born legitimately into the family of God and is adopted into a full 
son-ship status at the moment of birth.  No child of God can ever miss the eternal blessings of 
son-ship.

Achievement #10 - At the moment of salvation, a person is fully accepted by God.  
                                   Eph. 1:6; I Pet. 2:5

From the moment of one’s salvation, that person is fully acceptable in the sight of God.  This is 
a remarkable truth.  There are two major realities connected to this that exist for every believer:

(Reality #1) - Imparted eternal life - John 20:31

(Reality #2) - Imputed righteousness - II Cor. 5:21

Not only are these two things true, but also every believer has been set-apart unto God by His 
sanctification (I Cor. 6:11).  These critical realities make it very clear that the believer is fully 
accepted by God as His child.

Achievement #11 - At the moment of salvation, a believer is justified.  Rom. 5:1

We have already spent time on this doctrine, but we want to cite Dr. Chafer on this point:

“Theological definitions respecting justification are more traditional than biblical.  Only 
inattention to Scripture can account for the confusion of justification with divine forgiveness 
of sin.  It is true that each of these is an act of God in response to saving faith, that none are 
forgiven who are not justified, and that none are justified who are not forgiven; but in no 
particular do these great divine undertakings coalesce (unite, blend, mingle).  
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Likewise, though they are translated from the same Greek root, the terms of righteousness 
(imputed) and justification represent wholly different conceptions.  The believer is constituted 
righteous by virtue of his position in Christ, but he is justified by a declaratory decree of God.  
Righteousness imputed is the abiding fact, and justification is the divine recognition of that fact.  
…It is the Christian’s right to count this work done and to say, as in Romans 5:1, “therefore 
being justified by faith, we have peace with God” (Ibid., p. 246).

Justification is by judicial declaration and righteousness is by judicial imputation.  These are two 
distinct works of God that are an amazing benefit of the grace of God.

Achievement #12 - At the moment of salvation, a believer is brought near to God.  Eph. 2:13

It is very clear that at the moment of salvation a new relationship occurs between God and the 
individual.  Prior to faith in Christ, one is alienated from God and is at enmity with God.  At the 
moment of salvation, the believer enters into closeness to God that did not previously exist.  
There is a gracious change in that one who was far removed from God now is close to God.
This positional change becomes the potential possibility for every believer to live life in a close, 
intimate harmony with the Holy God of the Bible.  This new logistical dimension began at the 
moment of salvation (James 4:8; Heb. 10:22).

Achievement #13 - At the moment of salvation, a believer is delivered from the power of
                                    Satan and darkness.  Col. 1:13

Prior to salvation a person is totally under the dominating power of Satan (II Cor. 4:3-4; 
Eph. 2:1-2; I John 5:19).  Most do not know or sense this or know this, but this is Biblical truth.  
At the moment one believes in Jesus Christ, there is a complete deliverance from Satanic 
power (Acts 26:18).  

Although believers will find themselves in war against Satanic forces, it is also revealed in 
Scripture that if the believer arms himself properly, he can victoriously win every skirmish 
(Eph. 6:10-12).  Only the believer has been delivered from Satan’s power.  Everyone else 
in the world is dominated by him.  This is another amazing blessing of Grace.

Achievement #14 - At the moment of salvation, a believer is placed into the Kingdom of God.
                                   Col. 1:13-14; I Thess. 2:12; II Pet. 1:11

At the moment of salvation, the N.T. believer is placed into the Kingdom of God, which means 
he has an immediate share in everything connected to God and Jesus Christ.  We actually share 
in His eternal kingdom.  The Kingdom we are part of is different than the Jewish Kingdom.  
Israel is looking for a Kingdom in her land.  We will certainly have some function when Jesus 
Christ is reigning on earth in that Kingdom, but entrance into the Kingdom enables us to share 
in all of God’s eternal program and wealth.  


