
Privileged People
Romans 9:4-5

:4  Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the 
      giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises; 

:5  Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God 
blessed for ever. Amen. 

REVIEW

Have you ever known of someone who never lived up to his potential? Understand, then, Paul's cry of 
anguish as he looks upon the unbelief of his kinsmen. Oh, what could have been! Such a sad state of 
affairs, and that, in spite of 9 remarkable privileges.

I. ISRAELITES

     A. They are not here called “Jews,” a word which would distinguish them ethnically from Gentiles,
          but “Israelites,” a word which emphasizes their spiritual benefits.

     B. The name: See Gen. 32:27-28. 

1. The former, Jacob, was a supplanter, the self-reliant, self-seeking. 

2. But now he is changed, dependent on Another, equipped to seek a blessing for himself and  
    others. Israel! Prince! Royalty! One who has prevailed with God and men. The name is  
    indicative of his changed nature.

     C. As for prevailing with men, see through today how Israelites have distinguished themselves in 
         virtually every field. Though only 2% of Americans and .2% of the world's population ...

1. In hi-tech entrepreneurship, Jewish names are linked with: Intel (Grove and Vadasz), Google  
    (Brin and Page), Oracle (Ellison), Microsoft (Balmer), Dell (Dell), Qualcom (Jacobs),  
    Facebook (Zuckerberg and Sandberg) ….

2. In finance, see Goldman Sachs, Rothschild, Warburg, Kohlberg, Kravis & Roberts, Wells  
    Fargo, Lehman Brothers, Bear Stearns ….  Indeed, 31% listed on the Forbes 400 are Jews.

3. In World Chess championships, Jews have held the title 54% of the time since 1866.

4. Jews hold 11% of U.S. Senate seats and 33% of Supreme Court appointments.

5. They have received 23% of all Nobel Prizes and 51% of all Pulitzer Prizes for non-fiction. 

6. They comprise 21% of all Ivy League students and 50% all Ivy League presidents.

7. 33% of all symphony conductors and 37% all all Academy Award directors are Jewish.

     D. Israelites! Such a legacy. Such a high calling to live up to. The name was to remind them that 
          something princely, royal, was within their reach due to God's blessing.



II. ADOPTION

     A. See Ex. 4:22 – “My son, my firstborn”;  Hosea 11:1 – “a child, I loved him.” Deut. 7:6 – chosen,  
          special, above all others, to be the family of God.

1. Note, OT doesn't speak of Fatherhood to individual Jews. It's more external, typical, national.

2. That's why Jews were so offended with Christ when He spoke of God as His personal Father.

     3. Nevertheless, the idea is that this people are God's special people, the apple of His eye.

III. GLORY

     A. See it at Mt. Sinai – Ex. 24:15-18, Tabernacle – Ex. 29:43, Temple – I Ki. 8:10-11. 

     B. See it on Moses' face – Ex. 34:29ff.

     C. The shekinah glory was the visible presence of God. Jews need not ask, “Is God with us or not?”

IV. COVENANTS

     A. A mutual agreement between 2 parties as to obligations and stipulations

     B. Yes, God condescended actually to enter into covenants with His chosen people. Examples:

1. Abrahamic

2. Mosaic

3. Davidic

V. GIVING OF THE LAW

     A. That is, by direct revelation, by the finger of God, in awe and splendor – Ex. 24:17

1. No need to rely on self-perception and inward looks.

2. God perfectly conveyed the 10 Commandments plus countless other principles for honoring  
    God and blessing people morally, spiritually, materially.   See Deut. 4:5-8.

VI. SERVICE OF GOD

     A. The entire ceremonial system that showed God's way of repentance, cleansing, and worship, 

     B. Hence the Jews received religious customs of unparalleled significance and solemnity.



VII. PROMISES

     A. Referenced, for example, in Acts 2:36-39 and Acts 13:32-33.

     B. These promises  included possession of the land, reigning over a kingdom, bliss in the afterlife, 
          and most of all the coming of the Messiah through whom the whole world would be blessed.

VIII. FATHERS

     A. The ancient patriarchs laid a foundation and glorious legacy for all the generations of Jews.

1. Abraham believed God and was his friend (Jam. 2:23).

2. Isaac knew the secret of the Lord” (Ps. 25:14).

3. Jacob ended strong (II Tim. 4:7).

IX. CHRIST!

     A. This is the supreme privilege and distinction.

     1. Of all the Jews have given the world (Einstein, etc.), none compare to this!

     2. Salvation is of the Jews (John 4:22-26)!

     3. Christ is the epitome of all that is wonderful. He who has seen Him has seen God!!

Each item on this list of 9 indicates a peculiarly precious nation chosen of God. How can such a people  
fail to enjoy the salvation provided by God? That questioned will be answered in the verses ahead. For 
now, let's ask what is the application to us? Christian, you talk about privileges and blessings! Ours 
excel the Jews' at every point. Let's go back over the list.

I. Israelite  vs.  Christian  (Acts 11:26)

II. Adoption nationally  vs.  sons of God personally  (I John 3:2)
           

III. Glory at locations  vs.  glory in us  (I Cor. 6:19-20)

IV. Covenant  vs.  new covenant  (Heb. 12:18-24)



V. Giving of the Law  vs.  giving of the explanation and experience the law represents  (I Pet. 1:10-12)

VI. Service of God  vs.  participation in what the service represented  (Heb. 10:16-20)

7. Promises  vs.  exceeding great and precious promises”  (II Pet. 1:3-4)

8. Fathers  vs. them plus so great a cloud of witnesses … and Jesus  (Heb. 12:1-2)
       

9. Christ  vs. Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27)

Friends, such exalted privileges imply sacred obligations.

“As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, 
as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” 

(I Peter 4:10)

DISCUSSION

1. Paul's grief was that his kinsmen were not faithful stewards of 9 great privileges. The church's  
    privileges exceed those of the Jews in every case. Please go to Luke 16:1-11 and list insights on 
    how to be faithful with what we have been given.


