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Peter's Word to Wives

1 Peter 3:1-7

Prayer:  Father God, we do again praise you and thank you fo r the 

gift that you are, the gift that your Son is, the g ift that your 

Holy Spirit is.  Lord, we just again this morning, we want to tap 

into that gift.  We want to pray for the presence o f your Holy 

Spirit as we look at a particularly difficult piece  of scripture 

this morning, one that's got all kinds of misunders tandings and 

misinterpretations associated with it.  So we pray especially for 

your Holy Spirit 's guidance, we pray that you would  accompany us as 

we look into your word and that you would make it o f permanent 

value, and we pray this in Jesus' name.  Amen.  

Well, I don't know if you are followers of the news , popular news, 

but one of the biggest stories this past week was t hat Justin 

Bieber was seen crying with his fiance, Hailey Bald win, and all the 

gossip columnists were abuzz with the possibility t hat Justin and 

Hailey were having a hard time, that their engageme nt -- they are 

engaged -- might be coming apart.  And I happened t o see a brief 

article that caught my attention and what caught my  attention was 



not Justin and Hailey but the explanation the artic le gave for why 

Justin Bieber was crying.  I just want to read you this very short 

article about that.  It's entitled: "Justin Bieber Explains Why He 

Was Crying Next to Hailey Baldwin."  "A wise man on ce said tears 

come from the heart and not from the brain.  Earlie r this week, 

Beliebers" -- that's with a "B," that's not a "V," that's people 

who are into Justin Bieber -- "Earlier this week, B eliebers 

couldn't help but notice photos that showed Justin Bieber looking 

visibly upset next to his fiancee Hailey Baldwin in  New York City.   

Theories were brought up and speculation was spread  amongst 

followers of the famous couple as to what could be the reasoning 

behind the normal emotions.  Ultimately, the Grammy  winner assured 

fans they have nothing to worry about.  'You've got  good days and 

you got bad days,' Justin told fans in video obtain ed by TMZ.  

'It 's not real if it doesn't have any bad days.'  J ustin's 

statement came as the 24-year-old was caught holdin g a copy of The 

Meaning of Marriage .  The book, written by Timothy Keller, shows 

readers the vision of what marriage should be accor ding to the 

Bible."  

Obviously what caught my attention was that very la st sentence, I 

mean, Tim Keller's book is the book I recommend to virtually every 

couple that I'm doing marriage counseling with, bec ause Keller 

understands what scripture demands of men and women  in marriage.  
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And if you take those demands seriously enough, it ' s certainly 

enough to bring someone to tears.  So I salute Just in Bieber's 

tears.  I appreciate the fact that he seems to have  gotten the 

message that marriage is far more than just a socia l contract.  And 

marriage is where Peter is going this morning and h is words written 

2,000 years ago are why expository preaching is so important today.  

Again, another fifty-cent word but expository preac hing is 

preaching that takes a whole section of scripture a nd goes through 

it line by line, thought by thought.  And one of th e reasons why I 

believe in expository preaching is that as a preach er, it forces 

you to go into areas that you might want to avoid i f you're just 

preaching on a topic.  

Now we've been in 1 Peter for eleven weeks now, and  believe me, if 

this was a topical study I'd stop right where we ar e because we're 

ending nicely and neatly ahead of chapter 2 and I'm  only going a 

little bit into chapter 3 and the reason why is bec ause I don't 

want anybody to accuse me of stopping right before I get someplace 

that most preachers want to skip over.  We'll be lo oking at the 

first few verses of chapter 3 simply because these are verses that 

people love to avoid.  And as I read them, I think you'll 

understand why.  This is 1 Peter 3:1-6 .  It says:  Likewise, wives, 

be subject to your own husbands, so that even if so me do not obey 

the word, they may be won without a word by the con duct of their 
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wives, when they see your respectful and pure condu ct.  Do not let 

your adorning be external-the braiding of hair and the putting on 

of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear-but let y our adorning be 

the hidden person of the heart with the imperishabl e beauty of a 

gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is ve ry precious.  

For this is how the holy women who hoped in God use d to adorn 

themselves, by submitting to their own husbands, as  Sarah obeyed 

Abraham, calling him lord.  And you are her childre n, if you do 

good and do not fear anything that is frightening.   

Peter's letter, as we've been seeing these last ele ven weeks, it's 

a letter, it's a study in contrasts.  Peter was a c ommon man who 

had been given by the Holy Spirit a very uncommon i nsight into what 

the walk of faith consists of.  And he sees the lif e of a Christian 

as this great privilege coupled with a life of grea t sacrifice.  

Peter tells us we've received an inheritance that w ill never perish 

or spoil or fade but he also tells us that we are g oing to have to 

suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  He tells us t hat it wasn't 

silver or gold that redeemed us but the precious bl ood of Christ.  

But he also tells us we must rid ourselves of all m alice, deceit, 

hypocrisy, envy, and slander.  He tells us we are a  chosen people, 

a royal priesthood, but he also tells us we must su bmit to every 

authority instituted among men.  See, Peter is cons tantly 

contrasting the high privilege being a child of God  is with the 
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high cost of that privilege, and today's message is  no exception.  

You see, every reminder of our high calling is tied  to the nitty-

gritty reality of living our lives in the steps of the Savior.  And 

last time out we saw that God does indeed love us a nd he does 

indeed have a perfect plan for our lives, but that plan centers 

around the cross.  Peter told us in verse 21:  For to this you have 

been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 

example, so that you might follow in his steps.   

Well our text picks up right after that verse in ve rse 22.  

Speaking of Jesus, it says this:  He committed no sin, neither was 

deceit found in his mouth.  When he was reviled, he  did not revile 

in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, b ut continued 

entrusting himself to him who judges justly.   By now I hope you're 

familiar with these words.  I've said them enough t imes.  They form 

the backdrop to what God is asking for next.  This is the first 

verse of 1 Peter 3, says:  Likewise, wives, be subject to your own 

husbands.   And once again we find here in Peter there's this  great 

contrast, I mean, Peter contrasts the high privileg es with the 

prosaic demands of married life.  He tells us Jesus  bore our sins 

in his body, so wives, be submissive to your husban ds.  I mean now 

there is a contrast.  I mean most would say that's not a contrast, 

that's a classic non sequitur.  And you know, a non  sequitur is a 

wonderful fifty-cent word for something, for a word  that does not 
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actually match a conclusion, that does not match th e premise.  I 

mean it's like saying it's cold out, it 's raining, it's miserable, 

let's go get our bathing suits on.  The conclusion doesn't follow 

the premise.  Jesus bore our sins in his body, so wives, in the 

same way, be submissive to your husbands.   Is that a non sequitur?  

Well, it all depends on how you understand what God  means when he 

says, "Wives, be subject to your husbands."   

Look, I know "submission" is a fighting word today.   And over ten 

years ago the Southern Baptist Convention issued a statement on the 

family that included a particular sentence that sai d:  "A wife 

should submit herself graciously to the servant lea dership of her 

husband."  Well, the reaction to that statement was  instantaneous 

and it was vehement, and not only was the culture o utraged, so, 

too, was much of the church.  A Reverend Dr. Paul S herry of the 

United Church of Christ said this about that statem ent.  He said, 

"I must say I was shocked at the statement of the S outhern Baptist 

Convention.  With all due respect, the convention i s on the wrong 

side of history and, I believe, far out of step wit h the central 

message of the gospel.  Women have struggled long a nd hard to reach 

toward full equality with men.  The statement remin ds us all once 

again that the struggle must go on."  He was one of  the gentler 

critics.  The Reverend Lewis Powell, the executive director for the 

Center for Women in Church and Society said this:  "For the 
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Southern Baptist statement to lift up the concept o f 'submission' 

is to say to women, in spite of the language about being created 

equally in God's image, that women are, in fact, no t equal.  The 

statement does not appear in a vacuum, but rather a s a tactic of 

the religious right to redefine culture in accordan ce with their 

very narrow interpretation of Scripture.  The attem pt to blame 

familiar stress on the changing role of women is to  ignore social 

realities which confront both women and men, such a s violence in 

the family, the increasing gap between the rich and  the poor, men 

and women, and racism."  That was ten years ago.  I t 's gotten ten 

years worse.  The problem is is that the Reverend S herry and 

Powell's fight is not with the Southern Baptist Con vention.  Their 

fight is really with Peter and the Holy Spirit who inspired him.  

The message the Holy Spirit is giving in Peter is a n easy one to 

miss especially if your hearts are already committe d to seeing it 

through this culture's eyes.  And I would caution y ou about this 

culture that we are in, it is seldom right or accur ate or honest 

about anything that challenges its suppositions.  A nd it screams 

bloody murder at any challenge whatsoever even thou gh it has failed 

in every level to deliver on any of its promises.  Peace, joy, 

contentment, freedom, is that what this culture del ivers?  I mean 

no one even dares to suggest that.  But that's exac tly what 

Christianity promises and delivers.  Because the on e who owns those 

things is Jesus Christ and he alone knows the secre t to possessing 
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them.  Very frequently we find the claims of Jesus Christ and 

claims of this world to be diametrically opposed.  Sometimes the 

claims of Christianity appear to be downright scand alous, and this 

is certainly one of them:  Wives, in the same way, be subject to 

your husbands.   

Well, I'd like to look at that scandal from a persp ective other 

than this culture's.  And to do that we kind of hav e to pan back to 

ask ourselves some basic questions about the purpos e of marriage in 

the first place.  So what is the purpose of marriag e?  Well, is it 

procreative, is it for the purpose of creating chil dren?  I mean 

Genesis tells us that we are to go forth and multip ly.  Is it a 

remedy against sin, a means to avoid fornication?  Well, Paul said 

it is better to marry than to burn.  Or is it for m utual comfort, a 

way to find companionship and fulfil lment?  The 192 8 Book of Common 

Prayer says marriage is for the mutual society, hel p, and comfort 

that one ought to have for the other.  Now are thes e or any of 

these the reason for marriage?  Well, may I submit to you the 

answer.  The answer is none of the above.  You see,  certainly all 

of these points are true, I'm not denying that at a ll, but there's 

a great truth that lies all but buried in Ephesians  5.  It says 

this in Ephesians 5:31 , it says:  Therefore a man shall leave his 

father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and th e two shall 

become one flesh.   And that much most of us already know but then 
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Paul goes on to say in the very next phrase:  This mystery is 

profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.   

What do you suppose that means?  There's a profound  and mysterious 

connection between Christ and his church and a man and a woman 

becoming one flesh.  Well, in our text this morning , Peter directly 

links a wife's submission to her husband to Christ' s death on the 

cross.  I mean in the NIV, Peter says:  Wives, in the same way, be 

subject to your husbands.   What "same way" is he referring to?  

Well, if you look at the text in 1 Peter 2, there t he way is the 

way that Christ went to the cross.  And here's how he did it, he 

says:  When he suffered, he did not threaten, but continue d 

entrusting himself to him who judges justly.   Now Peter's writing 

these words at the end of chapter 2 but that's an a rtificial 

division that doesn't reflect Peter's full thought.   He opens up 

chapter 3 with a critical link to chapter 2, it 's t he word 

"likewise" or as it says in the NIV, "in the same w ay."  He says:  

Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands.   Peter calls 

wives to the same submission Jesus was called to wh en he took on 

flesh and dwelt among us.  

And to understand the mystery of marriage and the r ole that wives' 

submission plays in it, you have to look back a lit tle further to 

get a bigger picture, a bigger pan of the bigger pi cture.  I mean 

let's not just ask what is marriage for, but let's ask a more basic 
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question, what are we here for?  Because if you und erstand that, 

then the mystery of marriage becomes easier to gras p.  So, okay, 

so, all right, what are we here for?  I mean what i s the chief end 

of man?  Well, the chief end of man is to glorify G od and enjoy him 

forever, shorter catechism, question one.  I mean p retty much 

everybody in here knows that but I think you also k now that that 

answer is more or less an assault on our culture's current values.  

I mean it's an answer that says that we are not the  center of the 

universe, it's an answer that says that we are here  to serve God's 

glory and not vice versa.  It says that our highest  goal and our 

deepest pleasure is not found within us but in serv ing someone or 

something far greater than we are, and our task is not just in 

doing, our task is also in being.  In other words b eing a Christian 

is as much a matter of who you are as it is what yo u do.  The 

Pharisees were great at doing, they were terrible a t being.  I mean 

they did all kinds of religious deeds but they were  violently anti- 

God.  Jesus himself said in Mark 7:  "These people honor me with 

their lips but their hearts are far from me."   You see, being a 

child of God involves being and doing all things fo r the glory of 

God.  1 Corinthians 10:31  says:  So, whether you eat or drink, or 

whatever you do, do all to the glory of God, and it means realizing 

that everything that we do and everything that we a re is either a 

reflection of God's glory or some means to blasphem e his name.  And 

we think that doing some especially good deed or pa rticipating in 
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some religious ceremony is what glorifies God.  But  God says no, 

no, no, no, no, everything you do including your mo rning coffee and 

your evening meal is an opportunity to bring glory to God.  Or not.  

See, we make the mistake of thinking we can control  that when in 

fact we can't.  In our marriages we assume we can s electively make 

a statement about God not realizing that as Christi ans we already 

are a statement about him whether we like it or not .  

I once saw a young man who had shaved his head into  a mohawk then 

he shaped the mohawk into about six or eight points  and they were 

about eight inches long and then he dyed the whole thing a deep 

blue.  And I saw him and one thing was very obvious , he didn't need 

to make a verbal statement about authority and alie nation.  He was 

a statement about that.  And we may not realize it but we 

Christians, we are a statement about God.  We may b e glorious, we 

may be disgraceful, but we never stop being a state ment any more 

than children can stop being a statement about thei r parents.  I 

mean, when I was in grammar school, the nuns, they always used to 

use this on us, when somebody misbehaved, they'd sa y, "Oh, this is 

a reflection on your parents."  Fact is it was true .  I mean even 

as children, our conduct was a statement about our parents, whether 

we liked it or not.  I mean even the world tells us  that the apple 

doesn't fall far from the tree, and as a child of G od, we are the 

apple and God is the tree.  And it's easy to be app les on a Sunday 
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morning but for the rest of the week we tend to thi nk we're free to 

become pears or grapes or even lemons.  It all depe nds on the 

circumstance.  And that's a lie.  See Ephesians 2:10  tells us that 

we are God's workmanship, and the Greek word for "w orkmanship" here 

is "poiema," it's a product, it 's a physical expres sion of the 

artist's intent.  What he's saying is that we are G od's artwork, we 

are his poetry.  That's a statement of being.  It i s what we are.  

And marriage is no different.  It, too, is a statem ent of being.  

God says whether we like it or not, our marriage is  a statement 

made to an unseen universe about the relationship o f the Lord Jesus 

Christ with his church.  And again, it 's much more about being than 

doing.  

See, Jesus submitted himself to his Father as a ser vant.  Likewise, 

says Peter, he's calling on wives to be willingly s ubmissive to 

their husbands.  Now you have to understand, this d oesn't occur in 

a vacuum.  This calls for an exquisitely balanced r elationship in 

which the husband is called to love his wife more t han his own body 

and a wife is called to respect her husband even as  Jesus respected 

his Father.  And understand, this is not something that you 

selectively decide to do occasionally.  It 's someth ing you either 

are or are not.  You see, your marriage is speaking  constantly to 

the spirit world about Christ's love for his church .  And we might 

think we have the right to selectively manage our m arriages so they 
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can say what we want them to say and only when we w ant them to 

speak, but it doesn't work like that.  24 hours a d ay, seven days a 

week our marriage is proclaimed to the universe in a profoundly 

mysterious way the nature of Christ and his church.   Listen to how 

Paul puts it in Ephesians 5:32,  he says:  This is a profound 

mystery, but I'm talking about Christ and the churc h.  

Interestingly enough, you know, you know how he beg ins that 

paragraph?  Here's how he starts that paragraph off .  He says this 

in verse 22, he says:  Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to 

the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ 

is the head of the church, his body, and is himself  its savior.  

Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in 

everything to their husbands.   I know those are difficult words to 

hear.  

You know, I once preached on these words at a weddi ng.  I kind of 

briefly laid out God's view of submission in marria ge, and three 

years later, I learned that some of the bride's fam ily were still 

extremely angry about that message.  They had not t aught their 

daughter that way at all.  They were outraged that someone would 

suggest that she would submit to anyone, including her husband.  

And I had explained in the message that the whole i dea of a 50-50 

partnership is incredibly difficult to maintain bec ause they tend 

to cancel each other out.  I pointed out that the s ubmission that 
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God was asking for was no different than Christ's s ubmission 

towards his heavenly Father.  Insofar as Christ kne w, he was 

completely the equal of his Father, he nevertheless  voluntarily 

chose to submit himself under his Father's authorit y.  That's 

precisely how Philippians 2  describes it, it says:  Have this mind 

among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, w ho, though he 

was in the form of God, did not count equality with  God a thing to 

be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form  of a servant, 

being born in the likeness of men.   I pointed out that a 50-50 

relationship simply will not work because they can cancel each 

other out, but I also said if the wife willingly ga ve one of her 

fifty, just one, to her husband and he understood t hat she has 

willingly given it, it could change everything.  An d I implored the 

wife to be willing to accept 49 and give one to her  husband, giving 

him the 51.  They didn't buy it at all.  I learned of their 

displeasure during their daughter's divorce proceed ings.  You see, 

it's easy to make a caricature of the idea of godly  submission but 

first let me explain to you how God expects it to w ork.  In 

Ephesians 5:33  he says:  However, let each one of you love his wife 

as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.   

Two very different things going on here.  I mean Go d assigns two 

different roles to men and to women based on taking  them out of 

their comfort zone.  God calls all women to respect  their husbands 

because women by design find it easier to love and harder to 
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respect.  God calls men to love their wives as thei r own bodies 

because men by design seeks respect more than he do es love.  When 

God says in Ephesians 5 that husbands are to love t heir wives and 

wives are to respect their husbands, he's calling e ach party out of 

their comfort zone.  And as I've stated many times,  the easiest way 

for a wife to be able to respect her husband is tha t she knows that 

he loves her enough to, as Christ did, lay down his  life for her.  

The key to a wife's respect is a husband's Christ-l ike love.  The 

key to a husband's love is the respect a wife has f or him.  

The question I wanted to address this morning is pr imarily 

addressed to wives, but relax, husbands, next week we'll be dealing 

with you.  And it has to do with this non sequitur that 1 Peter 

states.  I mean he tells us that Jesus bore our sin s in his body so 

in the same way, likewise, be submissive to your hu sbands.  It's 

incredibly important to note "in the same way" beca use those words 

make all the difference in the world.  They shape a nd define the 

very nature of the submission that Peter is talking  about.  So what 

was the way that Jesus bore our sins in his body?  Well, we don't 

have to speculate because God lays out for us exact ly how he did it 

in Philippians 2 .  He says: (he) did not count equality with God a 

thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking  the form of a 

servant.   So how does a wife submit to her husband?  In the  same 

way that Christ submitted to his Father.  And you k now what that 
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means, wives, it means knowing you're equal, you do n't cling to 

that equality but just like Christ did, you assume a servant's 

heart.  In the same way that Jesus submitted to his  Father, wives 

submit to their husbands not because husbands are b etter or smarter 

or more deserving but simply because it pleases God .  I mean it 

pleased God to humble the king of the universe to t he level of a 

servant and that ended on a cross.  It pleases God when wives 

humble themselves by giving up their rights to a 50 -50 democracy by 

submitting to their husbands.  

1 Peter 3:3  says of wives:  Do not let your adoring be external-the 

braiding of hair and putting on of gold jewelry, or  the clothing 

you wear-but let your adorning be the hidden person  of the heart 

with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in 

God's sight is very precious.   You see, a quiet spirit is of great 

worth in God's sight.  And you think about it, in h ow many other 

areas does God say this:  "This, this is precious t o me"?  He says 

that about wives' submission.  

Just once again to reiterate, the key to submission  that really 

places it into perspective, submission by a wife, l ike submission 

by Christ himself, is a freely chosen decision to f orego the 

absolute equality that a wife automatically has wit h her husband in 

order to choose, again, just like Christ did, the s ervant's 
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position of submission to her husband.  Understand what is key 

here.  A godly wife chooses to submit, again, just like Christ 

chose.  Submission can never just be demanded by a husband; it can 

only be freely given by a wife.  Let me repeat that .  Submission 

can never just be demanded by a husband; it can onl y be freely 

given by a wife.  I mean a husband can rant, he can  rave, he can 

thump his Bible, he can demand that his wife submit , and will he 

get -- what will he get?  Will he get submission?  He'll get 

something, but it 's not submission in the same way that Christ 

submitted to his Father.  I mean, he may get resign ation, he may 

get acquiescence, he may get capitulation, he may g et surrender but 

none of them is biblical submission.  Biblical subm ission is in the 

hand of the ones who are called to it.  Notice the scripture speaks 

directly to wives.  1 Peter says:  Wives, in the sa me way, be 

subject to your husbands.  Ephesians 5 says:  Wives , submit to your 

husband as to the Lord.  

So how does this work?  I mean, how do you practica lly make this 

thing happen?  Well, I tell folks how submission wo rks in my 

family, this way.  I tell them in my household, my word is final.  

I tell them in my house I have the authority, I hav e the last word, 

I have the final say and I have it by virtue of one  thing, my wife 

willingly gave it to me.  That's critical.  We've h ad 46 years of a 

wonderful marriage and this year we celebrated our 48th 
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anniversary.  That's because the first two years of  our marriage 

was anything but wonderful.  I mean we were hip, we  were young, we 

were pagans, we were committed to a 50-50 democracy .  We quickly 

learned that you cannot have a democracy of two.  T hey cancel each 

other out.  She says, "yes," he says, "no;" now wha t?  It becomes 

simply a test of wills or cleverness or stubbornnes s, and after two 

years of 50-50 equality, Janice approached me and a ccused me of no 

longer loving her, and I said that's not a problem of me not loving 

you, I don't even like you.  I can honestly say fin ding Christ not 

only saved our souls, it saved our marriage as well .  And it was 

Janice who first realized the value of God's order in marriage.  

She actually was wise enough to nurture my role as the authority in 

the family.  She took God at his word when he said in Ephesians 5:  

The husband is the head of the wife as Christ is th e head of the 

church.   I mean we both saw the bankruptcy of the world's way but 

it was she who was committed to growing that author ity in her 

husband.  

I counsel couples all the time and I find that many  wives greatly 

fear turning over their authority, the authority th at they have and 

their marriages to their husbands.  And what they o ften don't 

realize is that it's actually far worse than they t hink, it's that 

their husbands really don't want it.  Many husbands  have completely 

abandoned the idea of biblical leadership.  I mean they don't mind 
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the idea of having of the last word but taking full  responsibility 

for the spiritual health of their households is com pletely foreign 

to them.  For years now that's been a wife's job, b ut that's never, 

never been God's plan.  And many wives are frustrat ed and bitter 

that these tasks have been dropped in their laps an d then terrified 

that they're going to be taken away.  And wives, I' m here to tell 

you that that fear is largely unfounded.  Like I sa id, most 

husbands don't want it and that frankly is sin.  I mean many wives 

think when it comes to spiritual headship, "You don 't know how 

clueless my husband is."  They don't realize how mu ch more powerful 

God's wisdom, God's love and God's grace is when hu sbands and wives 

live out their marriages as God has instructed.  I mean for many 

wives the great mark -- the great battles aren't fo ught in the 

marketplace, the kind of battles their husbands may  be fighting, 

for them the great battles are fought in the heart.   They're 

constantly thinking to themselves why should my hus band lead when 

I'm more confident, more concerned, more committed to my family 

than he is, and you know, I get that.  I mean I act ually had a 

woman come to me when I was speaking to her about s ubmission, she 

said, "You don't understand.  My husband's a buffoo n."  I said God 

working through you can turn a buffoon into a spiri tual leader if 

you're only willing to accept the servant position that God is 

asking for.  And believe me, nobody said this is ea sy.  I mean I 

knew a brilliant woman, she was a writer, she was a n artist, she 
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felt totally squashed by being called to be a homem aker.  She said 

she felt that God had given her the gifts of a race  horse and then 

put a yoke on her and told her to go plow some fiel ds.  She 

couldn't understand why God would gift her so and t hen stuff her 

into a situation where those gifts weren't needed.  I thought hmmm, 

how do you think the king and creator of the univer se felt when he 

was planing boards in a carpenter's shop in Nazaret h?  When he was 

serving twelve fishermen and tax collectors for thr ee straight 

years, only to have them abandon him at his moment of greatest 

need?  How do you think he felt about being strippe d naked and 

nailed to a cross?  Again, Philippians 2:7  says:  He emptied 

himself, by taking the form of a servant.   See, God certainly knows 

what it's like when your greatest efforts go unnoti ced and 

unheralded but they never, never go unseen.  The ke y scripture for 

wives is the same key our Savior himself used to en dure the cross.  

It's the one that we've repeated over and over agai n these last few 

months:  "He entrusted himself to him who judges justly."  You see, 

we all serve a God who is going to make all things even out in the 

end and the king of the universe knows how humbling  servanthood is, 

and he promises he who will humble himself or herse lf will be 

exalted.  You just have to constantly strive to kee p the kingdom in 

mind.  God begins the process of turning our hearts  back towards 

our homes when we start to pan back from this life to get a bigger 

kingdom picture.  And when we do that, we start ask ing ourselves 
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bigger questions.  Questions like:  What kind of li fe am I living?  

What matters here most to God?  Or what does God ex pect of me as a 

wife?  What does God expect of me as a husband?  I mean I believe 

the spiritual headship of the husband is a critical  test of that 

expectation not just for husbands but for wives as well because 

submission is in their hands.  Wives, you are the d eciding factor 

of who is the spiritual head of your households.  T hat's just a 

fact.  I can count the men who are the genuine spir itual heads of 

their households on the fingers of maybe two hands,  and at one 

point I know I was not among them and it was only b y my wife's 

encouragement that I am there today.  And after 48 years, I'm still 

working on it.  

So my question for wives today is this:  Is Jesus' death on a cross 

and a wife's submission to her husband a non sequit ur?  Or is it a 

vital part of the statement our marriages make abou t Christ and his 

church?  Wives, is your submission to your husband an earthly model 

of a heavenly relationship of the Son of God and hi s Father?  Do 

you see yourself as an absolute equal to your husba nd, willingly 

assuming, just as Christ did, to be subject to your  husbands for 

his sake?  Have you demanded equality with your hus band or have you 

humbled yourself to, as the Southern Baptists put i t, "graciously 

submit to the servant leadership of your husbands"?   These are not 

easy questions.  And again, lest you think as wives  you're being 
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singled out, Peter's next few verses are going to d eal with 

husbands.  Remember, Peter's way is to tie our high  calling to the 

nitty-gritty reality of living out our lives litera lly in the steps 

of our Savior.  Peter said:  "He himself bore our sins in his body 

on the tree so that we might die to sins and live f or 

righteousness."   Dying to sin is hard enough but Jesus has done 

that for us.  It 's living for righteousness that se ems to escape 

us.  We see righteousness as high and lofty.  Submi ssion is the 

nitty-gritty reality of that righteousness and it o ccurs largely in 

the privacy of our own homes.  There are no submiss ion inspectors 

except for one, and that's the Holy Spirit.  And th e audience for 

the statement your submission makes is largely none xistent on this 

planet, so it might not seem to matter at all.  God  assures us in 

Hebrews 12 that we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses, 

and to them it matters a great deal.  

Now if you're not married, if you're a single woman , God has -- let 

me repeat this -- God has not called you to a posit ion of 

submission to any man.  It is only to a husband tha t God makes this 

request of a woman.  So for you, what is the point of this message?  

Well, it doesn't matter if you're married or single , you still have 

the ability to see, to sense, to know what a Godly marriage is 

like.  And when you see one -- and I have to say to  sadly admit 

that they are rare -- when you see one, you will ac tually see a 
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picture of the love that Christ demonstrated for hi s church.  It 

was a love so great and a servitude so extensive th at God himself 

became one of us.  And not only did he live the per fect life as one 

of us, he laid down that life for us on the cross s o that we by 

faith could exchange our life of sin for his righte ousness.  And 

God has given us the perfect example of exactly wha t Peter is 

saying.  Again, he says:  For to this you have been called, because 

Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an exampl e, so that you 

might follow in his steps.   

And so my ultimate question for wives this morning is:  Are you 

willing to follow in those steps?  Wives, are you w illing to  let 

your adorning be the hidden person of the heart wit h the 

imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, w hich in God's 

sight is very precious.  For this is how the holy w omen who hoped 

in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to t heir own 

husbands.   Next week it's the husband's turn.  Let's pray.  

Father, we just thank you for these words.  These a re hard words, 

and again, the culture just detests these words.  L ord, we thank 

you that you are far, far above the culture, and ye t we know that 

we have to work against how easy it is to be prey t o the culture 

and prey to the ideas that circulate all around us constantly.  So 

I pray for wives today, that they may honestly come  before you and 
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seek to be pleasing to you, to delight you, by bein g submissive to 

their husbands.  I pray that husbands would so love  their wives 

that they would make it so obvious that their love is such that 

they're willing to lay down their lives for their w ives so that 

they would make it easy for these wives to submit a nd I pray this 

in Jesus' name.  Amen.  
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