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If you will this morning, turn with me in the word of God to our text which is found in 
John 15:5. I'll say it's a blessing to be back here this morning. I've been gone for a couple 
of weeks due to sickness and traveling. It's a blessed time to be back with the people of 
God around the word of God and I ask the Lord's blessing upon it.

John 15:5 says,

5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 

Let us pray.

Dear heavenly Father, how glorious and how great thou art. I pray and ask, Lord, this 
morning that you would show forth thy glory, that you would reveal to thy people in this 
room this precious Gospel text and that you would show us, Lord, that we are nothing 
without thee, we can do nothing without thee and, Lord, that you are the Lord of life, you 
are our sustaining life. O Lord, may you be pleased this morning to bring forth with 
power proof in our souls of this union that we have in thee as it pleases you. Lord, may 
your name be glorified this day and may you receive all praise and honor and glory due 
unto thee for the great things thou hast done. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.

It is the Gospel, this text this morning, John 15:5, and I think, I wonder as I read the text 
this morning, I know that in the minds of the people of God when the power of the Holy 
Ghost is present, there are no more blessed words than "without me ye can do nothing." 
The child of God finds his rest in a risen Christ, in a reigning Christ, and a Lord who has 
performed all things for him, but I also know that in this room there are probably some 
who need a qualifying statement, who might even have anger when they hear those 
words. When they hear them said or hear them, they rile up and they start to take 
inventory and to think, "But there are things that I can do without you, Lord." I know of 
only one thing the Bible says that man can do without the Lord and that's sin, and we've 
perfected that, but anything else, what our text tells us today, that in this union that the 
Lord has ordained before the foundation of the world, there is life in it. It is an eternal 
union. There is an abiding for the child of God in his Lord and as he abides in his Lord, 
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his Lord is faithful to reveal to him the Gospel truth that we can do nothing, we can say 
nothing, we are nothing without him.

As I said, it may be offensive to some. It certainly, certainly is offensive to our old 
nature. We live it out every day. We get up with our striving, we get up with our duty, we
get up with the things that we tell the Lord we're going to do this day. We get up with our
mindset of how we're going to believe, how we're going to carry ourselves, the things that
have formed in our lives who make us who we are today carnally, and we will never 
change from that. That old nature will never be reformed. It will never seek Christ. It will
never depend upon Christ. It will rebel against this very text all of your life.

What Jesus describes in this text, and you notice the words are in red. I like to point that 
out because it comes straight from the power in the Shepherd's voice, and it says and 
shows us what the union in grace is. I was reading Hawker, Robert Hawker this past 
week and he made this statement, he said, "Grace is no self-acting principle." That is a 
mouthful because it flies in the very face of all of modern-day religion where grace is 
something God gives you but you must improve upon it, you must act in some kind of co-
authorship of it, you must add to it, you must do something because God just gives you 
the grace and you must improve upon it, and if that's true as the Apostle Paul said in 
Romans 11:16, if that's true, then that's works. Paul wrote, "And if by grace, then it is no 
more of works, otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is no more 
grace, otherwise works is no more work." 

It sounds confusing but Paul is saying in that text, you can't mix the two, and I've heard 
and I've read so many times that people say, "Well, you know, James contradicts Paul 
because James talks about faith without works is dead." But James isn't talking about 
your faith, he's not talking about my faith, he's talking about the faith of the Son of God. 
He's talking about Christ's faith which is what Hebrews 11 talks about. They don't 
contradict each other. Paul said the same thing, "If you are left to your works, it's not 
grace, but if it's the Lord's faith and the Lord's work which produces that work, then it's 
grace." There's no contradiction, there's support for one another in the Gospel. But we 
struggle with those things because we hear man always putting forth those things. "Well, 
here's your part. Here's what you do."

I always wonder about a text like we have today, "for without me ye can do nothing," and
we have all the religious zealots come out of the closets going, "We've got to qualify 
what that means. What is it I can do?" I've heard it my whole life. I've heard it from a lot 
of the Reformed, I've heard from a lot of the Puritans: God made us this way; we have a 
brain, we are upright, we have an ability to do these things, when the Bible only tells us 
the ability we have is to sin. That was proved in the garden. We're not going to choose 
eternal life. We're not going to choose the tree of life. We're not going to go to Christ and 
say, "Christ, I want you over everything else in life," because of our fallen nature, 
because of sin.

So in this text today, we have this beautiful union, this union that the Lord says, "I am the
vine." The vine is the life-giver. There is no life outside of the vine. The branches cannot 
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abide in themselves. That's what we're told in 4, "the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
except it abide in the vine." A branch, a child of God, cannot walk in this life or do 
anything in this life without being in the vine, empowered by the vine, the vine's work, 
the vine's nutrients, the vine's power. 

"I am the vine," the Lord says, "ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit," and that's where we begin today. We begin looking 
at this union and what does the Lord say that he has done in this union. I thought about 
that because I've preached so many times about this union and I've tried, as the Lord has 
revealed different passages throughout the Scriptures, showing what he's done in 
justification and showing what he's done in sanctification and showing what he's done in 
everything that he's done on the cross, and the power of the resurrection, but the Lord 
lead me to the prayer and it's not just a prayer. In John 17, Jesus has a lot of declarations. 
You know, you've heard me say up here many times I love the "shalls" and the "wills" in 
the word of God. It just speaks to me. It gives me so much rest to see what the Lord says 
he shall do and what he will do and there is great power in that. When the Holy Spirit 
brings that to me and shows me what the Lord says "I shall do," it gives me hope in what 
the Lord's finished work is. 

But in John 17, if you'll turn with me over there, Jesus uses a term seven times, maybe 
eight, and it's two words, "I have." What does "I have" mean? "I have" is what the Lord 
has done. It is what he has finished in this union. It is what he has accomplished for all of 
his children. The "I have" which is different from the "I will," the "I have" is what gives 
the child of God confidence and boldness before the throne of grace because the child of 
God when he's brought to the throne of grace, is not pleading his own merits. He's not 
telling the Lord what he's done. That's the prayer of the Pharisee. When the Lord authors 
prayer in the soul, he brings the child of God empty to himself to declare what Christ has 
done for him. "I have. I have."

So we start in John 17 this morning and we begin right in verse 4 of the first "I have," and
remember, this is all to support the union, what has Christ done in being the vine and we 
are the branches and may he speak these words to your soul this morning. 

He said, "I have glorified thee on the earth." He is speaking to his Father. He is praying to
his Father and he says, "I have glorified thee on the earth." How has he done that? He did 
that through perfect obedience. That's how he glorified the holiness and the gloriousness 
of God's law. Isaiah tells us in Isaiah 42, that he magnified the Lord God's law and he 
made it honorable. That's what Christ did through his perfect obedience. "I have." This is 
what he's done in this union.

"I have glorified thee on the earth. I came here to earth. I was perfect in my obedience," 
in all that the Father called him to do, and he did it without sin, and if we be in him, that 
is our obedience, that we can come as we're brought to the throne of grace and we're 
crying out to the Lord, we can appeal to what Christ has done because without him we 
can do nothing. In this union, Christ has perfectly obeyed. You and I prove every day that
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we can't and we're not willing to either. We're only willing to obey in the day of his 
power.

So in verse 4 he starts by saying, "I have glorified thee on the earth." The Father said, "I 
am well-pleased in my Son." He was well-pleased because the Son never let him down. 
You know, there are times, I'm 48 years old now and I can look back in my life at times 
that I let my father down tremendously. There are times even when I say those words, 
there are a couple of times that flood into my mind where I know, I saw my dad's face 
and I saw the words in his mouth when he said, "I'm so disappointed," and if I can 
remember it today, it tells you that it had a profound effect upon me. But Jesus, that never
happened with his Father. He was perfectly obedient and in doing so, he brought glory to 
his Father. That holy and just law, no man could keep and man could not even come up to
the Father because the Father was so holy. How could we ever be able to come to the 
Father? How could we ever be presented to the Father? It must be in the Son. 

We're accepted only in the Son, in the Beloved, who was perfectly obedient and brought 
glory to his Father. Praise be to God for what he has done, and the Father being glorified, 
we glorify the Father being in Christ. That's what this whole 17 is about, is union. Right 
first and foremost, Jesus shines the light on the head of the union, the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Ghost, and how important that is, as you'll see what these "I haves" say 
when Jesus says, "I have done this." You'll see the importance of the Triune God in 
performing those things.

"I have glorified thee on the earth," but you don't have to go farther except in that verse, 
you just finish it, it says, "I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do." I just 
hinted on that a little bit. How did he glorify the Father? Well, he was perfectly obedient 
in everything the Father gave him to accomplish in time. Remember, this was all in 
eternity. But Christ said, "I will go and I will die for the ones you elected, Father, the 
ones that are sealed by the Holy Ghost," and he came and he did that perfectly.

Now when I hear those words that Jesus says, "I have finished the work," that is music to 
my ears and it's a good feeling to my soul. It's rest in my soul. "I have finished the work."
And it just makes that militant part of me that keeps saying, "Lord, I need to do more. I 
have to do more because you're worthy," the Lord puts that down and says, "You can't 
add to my holiness. You can't add to what I've done. I have done this. I have finished 
everything. The fruit that you bear in this life is because I finished it. You will bear fruit 
because of me. You will bring forth fruit because of me, not because of something you're 
sitting there planning and scheming and, Lord, what can I do for your kingdom. I have 
finished the work which thou gavest me to do." Our salvation is sure and it is certain and 
it is absolute and it is founded in our surety who undertook for us.

Now as we said, our text is telling us that he is the vine, we are the branches and this 
great union, I hope the Holy Spirit is ministering to your spirit now what Christ has done.
He's glorified the Father. You and I can't do that but in him. He's finished the work which
was given him to do. You and I aren't going to do that. He has. It's the glorious Gospel. 
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This is what Jesus Christ came to save his people from, themselves, sin, this world, the 
devil's clutches. Jesus said, "I have finished it."

So we go on to the next one in verse 6 and he says, "I have manifested thy name unto the 
men which thou gavest me out of the world." Now that's amazing. That's very particular 
there. Jesus said, "I have manifested thy name." Now I know, as I said, popular religion 
tells us today that we need a name in religion; that we need a name to further this 
kingdom. What you see in what Christ has done is humility, and what you see, hopefully 
what Christ teaches you at his feet, is humility. It's all of him. 

Truly, what does that mean? It's all of him. He tells us, "I have manifested. I have 
revealed. I have brought forth life into the souls of my people." How and what did he do?
The Lord's name, the great Jehovah God's name. We don't slight the Father because he 
has given preeminence to his Son. His Son is telling us what he came to do and he came 
to show glory of the Father and he came to manifest unto a particular people the name of 
the Father. This is God. This is the great I AM.

We notice that there's no other way that we're going to get there. Not in your schools. Not
in the Pharisaical schools. Not in rote memory or learning things or writing phylacteries 
on our hands or learning Bible verses over and over. You're not going to know his name 
unless the Son manifests his name.

"I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world." So 
Christ has glorified the Lord on earth, he's finished the work that the Father gave him, 
and he's manifested his name which shows us also the office of the prophet, to teach. Not 
only is he our great priest and our intercessor who reconciled us to the Father, but he's 
also the great prophet to reveal the truth, to reveal the Father's name. I hope as you sit 
there this morning, that the Holy Spirit is witnessing to you that is the only way it's 
revealed, by the mouth of the Shepherd and the power of the Holy Ghost to seal it upon 
your heart and to seal it upon your soul.

Then we drop down to verse 8, "For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest 
me." Let that sink in a minute. In this union, all that the Father said to the Son, think 
about that a minute. Don't even think about you and me right now, think about the 
relationship between the Father and the Son and all the secrets and the mystery of this 
Gospel, and the mystery of salvation, and the mystery of the atonement, and the mystery 
of who the Lord's people are. All of those words that the Father spoke to the Son, all in 
their communion together. 

Listen to what Jesus says, "I have given unto them," those elect people, those ones 
mentioned in 6, the men which thou gavest me out of the world, men and women there, 
"For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received 
them." Do you see the power there? You aren't going to receive it without the Lord's 
power giving you the word of the Father. "This is my beloved Son, hear ye him." How 
are we going to hear him? By the Lord opening our understanding, the Lord, the Son.
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"I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me." What loving care. 
Deuteronomy 18, Jesus was prophesied of and he said, "I will raise them up a prophet 
from among their brethren like unto thee and will put my words in his mouth." That's 
what we just heard. Jesus said, "You have given me your words." This is Jehovah 
speaking, "I will put my words in his mouth and he shall speak unto them all that I shall 
command him." That relationship and that union is a shared union with his church. That's 
the glory of this union that we have in Christ as our great prophet. "And it shall come to 
pass that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, I 
will require it of him."

Peter said it this way in John 6:8, "Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall 
we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life." Do you believe that today? Do you believe 
that the only words, and we deal with a lot of words every day, the words we speak, the 
words we hear, the words we turn on the television and hear, the words we hear on the 
radio, the words we read on billboards, the words we read on the back of vehicles. 
Words. We're inundated with words. Which words do you live by? Which, once again, 
magnifies the gloriousness of the written word that the Lord has given us. He speaks 
through his word, big W and little w. Big W being the Word, the Lord Jesus Christ who 
speaks. They testify of him. The Holy Spirit speaks to his children to reveal Christ in 
these Scriptures.

These are the words of life. Peter said, "Where can we go? Where shall we go? You have 
the words of eternal life." And I pray that the Lord brings us to the end of ourselves that 
we cry out the very same thing, "Lord, where can we go?" We're so inundated by 
everybody's opinion, about what everybody thinks. It doesn't matter what people you 
spend time with, everyone's got an opinion. We need to hear it from the Shepherd. We 
need to hear his voice. He has the words of eternal life. He has the words that the Father 
has given him. "I've given unto them the words which thou gavest me."

Then if you look at 14 which goes with 8, he says, "I have given them thy word." Just 
reiterating again, "I have given these children thy word." But look what happens when 
the word takes hold, when the word is in the soul of the child of God, "and the world hath
hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world." When the 
word of God is written upon your heart, it is on your soul, it is in your spirit and has been 
revealed to you, the world will hate you. They won't be grabbing your hand wanting to 
skip through the tulips with you. There is no communion with light and darkness, the 
Lord says.

So how do we know that his word is abiding in us? When we're hated by the world and 
you say, "Well, that's kind of cold." Well, the world's at enmity with God. They hate him.
They hate salvation in his Son and they downright not only hate it but they reject it. They 
won't have this man to rule over them, as they have proven throughout all the ages. "I 
have given unto them the words which thou hast given me," and praise be to God that he 
has.
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Then go down to verse 12, "While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name:
those that thou gavest me I have kept." There it is again, "I have." What else have you 
done? "I have kept my children. I have kept them from following after the world to 
destruction. I have kept them from the wicked one. I have prayed for them. I have kept 
them. I have kept them by my almighty power. I have kept those that thou hast given 
me."

Our great Shepherd, we are eternally kept and we're going to build on that in a minute in 
something else he says, but in John 10:28 Jesus said, "And I give unto them eternal life; 
and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my [Father's] hand." 
Why? Because he's kept them. He's kept them. I think it's such a blessed blessed thought 
that as much as I see myself mess up, I can't sin away salvation. I can't sin away. I can, by
my sin, cause a hiding of the Lord's face because of the wickedness that's in me, but I 
can't make him flee eternally from me. I can't make him go. Grace saves to the uttermost. 
It's irresistible grace and it's unfailing grace and it's unbroken grace. Why? Because Jesus 
says, "I have kept them. I've kept them, Lord." As he's speaking to the Father in this 
union, he says, "I have kept them. Abide in me." This is the power of this union. 

We are kept in this union and as I said, I know there are days that I question if I'm even in
this union because of the wickedness that lies within me and, once again, when my eyes 
drift off the Savior and I look at me, I'm saying, "Woe is me! I'm undone! I'm filthy! How
can you save me, Lord?" "I have kept them." As I've seen the power of sin, I know what a
great power it must be to keep the child of God from the sin unto death. "I have kept 
them."

Now we go down to verse 18, "As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also 
sent them into the world." Isn't that interesting? I have sent them into the world. 
Sometimes I think, I know for myself, I'll have moments where I start to get anxious and 
worried about my involvement in the world and I want to get out of it and I want to 
retreat, I want to just go to my house and I want to close myself in and say, "I want all 
this to pass from me," but the Lord didn't ordain that for his children. You see, the beauty 
of "I have kept them" on the heels of that, "I have sent them. I have sent them into the 
world. I haven't sent them to hole-up in some castle somewhere away from everybody so 
that they don't sin." Luther found that was a lie and the sin was still in the room with him.
I think we'd find the same, the wickedness that's within.

Jesus said, "I have sent them into the world," and we think, "Well, you know, is that 
mean?" No, we live here. We live in this world. We must exist in this world. How do we 
exist in it? He has sent us and kept us at the same time. 

Look at two verses up here starting in 15, "I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of 
the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil," that's in the world. "They are 
not of the world," the child of God is not of the world, "even as I am not of the world." 
Jesus walked on this earth. He walked around this earth. I know we use that a lot, "Oh 
well, Jesus did all these things. He was walking here and here. That gives me free reign to
do whatever I want." Well, the Lord in his keeping, part of that keeping is his presence in 
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our soul to reveal to us what is pleasing to him and what's not pleasing to him. That's not 
a what if, that is how he has designed his power in our soul. That's a surety. That's his 
faithfulness that has called us to this walk. He will do it.

The Lord tells the Father in this great prayer in communion, "I pray not that you take 
them out of this world. They're strangers and pilgrims in this." I hope you define yourself 
that way. I hope as the Lord is impressing upon you right now in this hour that you are a 
stranger and a pilgrim. "Yes, I know the Lord has put me in this world but I'm not of the 
world," and I hope that you could say that in the light of this word and the Lord examine 
your soul and prove to you that that's true, that you're not of the world but you are of him 
and he has kept you while you have been in this world.

The last I have is verse 22, "And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them." Let 
him that glory, glory in the Lord. That glory we started with that "I came to glorify you, 
Father," that same glory, "the glory which you gave me to be the head of this church and 
this body, I have given them, that they may be one, even as we are one." It's not earned. 
Did you notice that? The glory of the child of God is not earned. He doesn't speak about 
what he's done for the kingdom. He doesn't speak about what a great servant he's been. 
He can't because it's the Lord's work and he is constrained by the love of the Lord to 
speak about what the Lord has done.

"And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them." Paul said in Romans 8:30, 
"Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he 
also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. " That's what he just said, "I 
have glorified my church with the glory the Father gave me." Do you see that union? Do 
you see that unbroken union and what we have in this union?

Paul said in 2 Corinthians 4:6, "For God, who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ." The glory of God always comes through the face of Christ 
and him revealing himself to his body, his church.

So what we've done this morning so far is hopefully by the words of Christ and what 
Christ has said in this prayer, what he has said "I have done," we have proved and we've 
looked at, "I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit." Do you notice that? We're nothing. That's what he tells 
us, "for without me ye can do nothing," which is where we're headed now. The only fruit-
bearing is in what Christ has done. "I have." Because "I have, you will do also." In him. 
We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus. We are his workmanship.

When I think of this portion of Scripture, "without me ye can do nothing," the first thing 
the Lord brings to my mind every time I read that, I think of David's declaration. It's right
here at the end of 1 Chronicles. Go with me to 1 Chronicles 29. This passage, to me, I 
could read it over and over because my soul seems to be so lifted up that I just want to 
sing with David. I want to sing. I know David's been set in this place where he doesn't see
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man and he doesn't see self. That's what you see in this passage. It's swallowed up, there 
is no self.

1 Chronicles 29, beginning in verse 10, "Wherefore David blessed the LORD before all 
the congregation: and David said," this is the king, David said, "Blessed be thou, LORD 
God of Israel our father, for ever and ever." You are to be blessed. You are to be 
glorified. 

"Thine, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the 
majesty." What a declaration. Every, all majesty and glory belongs to you, Lord. Where 
do you find self? You won't. Where do you find self as king? You won't. These are the 
words that the Lord brings forth from the child of God either audibly as he did in this 
public assembly, or in your soul in your prayer of prayers when you're praying and 
communing with the Lord. "Lord, you have all glory and majesty."

"For all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine," it's yours, "thine is the kingdom, O 
LORD, and thou art exalted as head above all. Both riches and honour come of thee, and 
thou reignest over all; and in thine hand is power and might; and in thine hand it is to 
make great, and to give strength unto all." Oh, I thought there were things? No, our 
strength comes of him. Our power comes of him. Our life is sustained by him.

"Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious name." And this is the 
further work of the Spirit, to humble even a king.

"But who am I." Who am I, Lord? Well, David, you're king over all these people, you've 
got the assembly. It's nothing. Nothing in comparison with his Lord because he doesn't 
see himself as king but just a servant of his Lord in an appointed position of his Lord.

"But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after 
this sort? for all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee." We have 
nothing to give. It's not even our praise. It's not even our glory. We're not even sitting 
here saying, "We thank you, Lord. It's your thankfulness that you've given our souls and 
our hearts to cry out to thee. All that you've given in this kingdom is from thee, Lord. All 
that you've given in my walk is from thee, Lord. It's not my walk, it's your work." We are
his workmanship.

"For we are strangers before thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers: our days on the 
earth are as a shadow." That's what a stranger and a pilgrim is, just passing through to a 
greater land that's promised in Christ and there is none abiding. It means we can't live 
without him. There is no life without him.

"O LORD our God, all this store that we have prepared to build thee an house for thine 
holy name cometh of thine hand, and is all thine own." It's all yours, Lord. It's all of you.

Have you ever been brought to pray that way, "The strength you've given me today, Lord,
it's all yours. The clarity of mind, the peace that you've given is all yours. The love you've
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given me to love my wife, to love Christ in others, is all yours. The joy you've given me, 
Lord, is all yours. Everything I have, I have because of you, the vine."

Turn with me over to Psalm 57. David, again. I cherish this Psalm because David said 
many times, David's in this cave, he's in the back of a cave, he's got nowhere to go. Saul's
at the front of the cave and Saul wants to kill him and David is in the back of this cave 
and you can just wonder what's going through his mind as he has nowhere to go and 
death is pending. All Saul has to do is walk to the back of the cave and he'll kill David 
and all of his people and that would be a great time of trepidation. But in Psalm 57, David
says, "Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for my soul trusteth in thee." 
The Lord gave him a heart to trust him in that moment of pending death. He didn't see 
death. He saw his merciful Lord. To you and I it doesn't seem to be too merciful that he's 
in this spot, but the Lord is preserving life and the life David is speaking of is far more 
than physical life.

"Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for my soul trusteth in thee: yea, in 
the shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast." The 
Lord had revealed to him that he would be safe and secure in his Lord. It's the only place 
we are.

"I will cry unto God most high; unto God that performeth all things for me." All things. 
You notice David didn't say, "Well, Lord, you know, I know it's up to me to get out of 
this cave. It's up to me to go and put down this enemy. It's up to me to stay up tonight. It's
up to me to preserve myself." We like to think those human thoughts all the time, "Oh, 
it's up to me. I've got to do this." No. Heaven born soul, caused to cry out to the Lord.

"I will cry unto God most high; unto God that performeth all things for me. He shall send 
from heaven, and save me from the reproach of him that would swallow me up. Selah." 
Salvation. It is finished. It's secure. This was revealed to David.

"God shall send forth his mercy and his truth." And they endure forever no matter what 
situation we find ourselves in, by his great providence.

Let's go back to our text now in John 15. I want to just read 1 through 5 as we close here 
this morning and may the Lord come with power as we read this.

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman." I know when the Lord said, "I am
the true vine," which means that you and I try to find other vines. We try to find 
nourishing in other things, in other ways, people, things, whatever it is, but the Lord says,
"I am the true vie, and my Father is the husbandman." Do you see that union? "My Father
sent me. My Father is the one who will cultivate this union."

"Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away," and here's your difference 
between professors and possessors. If you believe you're in Christ but you don't bear the 
fruit of Christ, you're not in him.
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"Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth 
fruit," that is in him, "he, the Father, "purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit," that 
we would have life and have it more abundantly. Isn't that what he said in John 10:10? 
"The thief cometh not but for to steal and to kill and to destroy. I am come that they 
might have life and that they may have it more abundantly." He is the fruit-bearer. He is 
the fruit-giver. He is the cultivator of fruit, his fruit, the fruit of his Spirit.

"Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you." Sanctified. Cleaned.
Set apart through his word, the power of his word, to keep his children.  

"Abide in me," this is the power of the union, "and I in you. As the branch cannot," may 
he preach that to us now, "bear fruit of itself," you see, no self, "except it abide in the 
vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me." One way. "I am the vine, ye are the 
branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for 
without me ye can do nothing." May the Lord bless that to your soul today.

Dear heavenly Father, add thy power, thy clarity and preach to our souls that without 
you we can do nothing and make us lie down in that pasture of thy finished work for the 
glory of thee. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen. 
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