
 
Riches of His Grace -- For the Riches of His Glory 

Grace is God giving what we do not deserve -- Mercy is God not doing what we do deserve 
GRACE: God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense  

(July 26, 2020)  (Ephesians 1-3) 
 

Word of God is powerful -- not prayer: 
● Word of God is powerful:  Hebrews 4:12 KJV   For the word of God [is] quick, and powerful, 

and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, 
and of the joints and marrow, and [is] a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
● Romans 1:16 KJV   For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God 

unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
● The real Lord’s Prayer is in John 17 KJV:  Matthew 6:9-13 KJV  is a prayer outline given by Jesus 

Apostle Paul’s prayer for God’s grace for learning/knowing:  Ephesians 1:17-23 KJV   That 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of him: (18) The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye 
may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the 
saints, (19) And what [is] the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to 
the working of his mighty power,  
● Leads into the prayer as he ceases “not to give thanks” and prays in  Ephesians 1:16 KJV 
● Two “thats” so that we can know three “whats”:  Verse 17 -- “may give unto you the spirit of 

wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him”;  Verse 18 -- “understanding being 
enlightened; that ye may know”;  Verse 18 -- “know what is the hope of his calling”;  Verse 18 
-- “what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints”;  Verse 19 -- “And what [is] the 
exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his 
mighty power” 

● The prayer is for knowledge and understanding -- an appeal to God’s grace for learning  
● A prayer for the opening of the eyes to scripture -- verse 18 
● Assistance with understanding through the Holy Spirit: 

● John 14:26 KJV   But the Comforter, [which is] the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in 
my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you. 

● John 16:13 KJV   Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, [that] shall he speak: 
and he will shew you things to come. 

● Apostle Paul continues teaching from  Ephesians 1:20 KJV to Ephesians 3:13 KJV 

Then, a prayer for God’s grace for living:  Ephesians 3:16-19 KJV   That he would grant you, 
according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 
(17) That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, (18) 
May be able to comprehend with all saints what [is] the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 
(19) And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the 
fulness of God. 
● That “strengthened”-- verse 16: “ he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to 

be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man” 
● That “dwell” -- verse 17:  “Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith” 
● That “comprehend” -- verse 17-18:  “May be able to comprehend . . . . breadth, and length, 

and depth, and height” 
● That “filled” -- verse 19:  “that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God” 
● The prayer is for strength; indwelling; comprehend in love; be filled -- a help to live prayer 



Justification and sanctification is by grace -- but, what is grace: 
● Fall from grace -- only once mentioned as relying the on law:  Galatians 5:4 KJV   Christ is 

become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from 
grace.  

● Not to be an excuse clause:   Romans 6:1 KJV   What shall we say then? Shall we continue in 
sin, that grace may abound? 
● Answered:  Romans 6:2 KJV   God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer 

therein? 
● Carnal living is not of grace - has rules and convictions:  Titus 2:11-12 KJV   For the grace of God 

that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, (12) Teaching us that, denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 

● Original plan of salvation according to God’s purpose and His grace:  2 Timothy 1:9 KJV   Who 
hath saved us, and called [us] with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 

● God gave to Jesus -- available to us daily:  2 Timothy 2:1 KJV   Thou therefore, my son, be strong 
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 
● Dispensed daily to stay Christ like:  Hebrews 4:16 KJV   Let us therefore come boldly unto 

the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 
● Continue in:  Acts 13:43 KJV   Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews 

and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded 
them to continue in the grace of God. 

● Grow in:  2 Peter 3:18 KJV   But grow in grace, and [in] the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. To him [be] glory both now and for ever. Amen. 

● Unlimited:  2 Corinthians 9:8 KJV   And God [is] able to make all grace abound toward you; 
that ye, always having all sufficiency in all [things], may abound to every good work 

● Better than -- spiritual balance of truth and grace:  Hebrews 13:9 KJV   Be not carried about 
with divers and strange doctrines. For [it is] a good thing that the heart be established with 
grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein. 

● Provides for inheritance of the sanctified:  Acts 20:32 KJV   And now, brethren, I commend you 
to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an 
inheritance among all them which are sanctified. 

● Spiritual strength -- focus:  2 Corinthians 12:9 KJV   And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient 
for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory 
in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

● Perfect peace -- Grace and focus:   Isaiah 26:3 KJV   Thou wilt keep [him] in perfect peace, 
[whose] mind [is] stayed [on thee]: because he trusteth in thee. 
● Even in the toughest situations -- pain is inevitable but misery is optional:  Ezra 9:8 KJV   And 

now for a little space grace hath been [shewed] from the LORD our God, to leave us a 
remnant to escape, and to give us a nail in his holy place, that our God may lighten our 
eyes, and give us a little reviving in our bondage. 

● Joy is based the condition of the heart -- not the circumstances of life:  Exodus 33:12 KJV   And 
Moses said unto the LORD, See, thou sayest unto me, Bring up this people: and thou hast not let 
me know whom thou wilt send with me. Yet thou hast said, I know thee by name, and thou 
hast also found grace in my sight. 
● Count it joy:  James 1:2 KJV   My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 

temptations;    1 Peter 1:6 KJV   Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if 
need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: 

● Grace gives the ability to face anyone or any situation with peace in your heart 
● Molded by God -- Grace to fulfill God’s will:  1 Corinthians 15:10 KJV   But by the grace of God I 

am what I am: and his grace which [was bestowed] upon me was not in vain; but I laboured 
more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 



Increase/grow in God’s grace: 
● Word of God:  Acts 20:32 KJV   And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of 

his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which 
are sanctified. 
● Eyes on Him:  Proverbs 3:21-22 KJV   My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep 

sound wisdom and discretion: (22) So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy 
neck. 

● Get wisdom:  Proverbs 4:7-9 KJV   Wisdom [is] the principal thing; [therefore] get wisdom: 
and with all thy getting get understanding. (8) Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she 
shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her. (9) She shall give to thine head an 
ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee. 

● Peace -- great peace:  Psalm 119:165 KJV   Great peace have they which love thy law: and 
nothing shall offend them. 

● Holy Spirit -- the Spirit of grace:   Zechariah 12:10 KJV   And I will pour upon the house of David, 
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall 
look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for [his] 
only [son], and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for [his] firstborn. 
● Holy Spirit is referred to as Spirit of grace:  Hebrews 10:29 KJV   Of how much sorer 

punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son 
of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy 
thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 

● Prayer:  Hebrews 4:16 KJV   Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 
● Peace that surpasses understanding by prayer:  Philippians 4:6-7 KJV   Be careful for 

nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God. (7) And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

● Humble yourself:  James 4:6 KJV   But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth 
the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. 
● James 4:10 KJV   Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. 
● 1 Peter 5:5-6 KJV   Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all [of you] 

be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and 
giveth grace to the humble. (6) Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 
God, that he may exalt you in due time: 

● Walk with the Lord:  John 1:14-17 KJV   And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and 
truth. (15) John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that 
cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. (16) And of his fulness have all 
we received, and grace for grace. (17) For the law was given by Moses, [but] grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ. 

● Speak gracious words:  Proverbs 22:11 KJV   He that loveth pureness of heart, [for] the grace of 
his lips the king [shall be] his friend. 
● Ecclesiastes 10:12 KJV   The words of a wise man's mouth [are] gracious; but the lips of a 

fool will swallow up himself. 
● Luke 4:22 KJV   And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which 

proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph's son? 
● Colossians 4:6 KJV   Let your speech [be] alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may 

know how ye ought to answer every man. 
 

Revelation 22:21 KJV   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ [be] with you all. Amen. 
 


